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TW fn J & ' • VV,U ever y thm g; >pu have got unlimited resources' 

i , i , l ° n ° ,- VOUr State has been laid; and it is for you to build, 
and build as quickly and as well as you can. So go ahead and 1 wish 
you godspeed.” A 
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Qaid-e-Azam: August 14, 1948. 
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1 N T R ODUCTION 


This book is neither a biography of the Qaid-e-Azam nor a collec¬ 
tion or rehash of his public utterances and opinions. Every well- 
informed person knows of him as a man of resolute will, completely 
incorruptible, a shrewd politician and advocate, prosperous and 
immaculate. But there is more to it than that and it is my object to 
disclose the human traits of his character, his inner thoughts and reac¬ 
tions \Nhich were revealed on rare occasions when he relaxed or 
thought cloud in the company of the closest of his trusted associates. 
1 he pages that follow, record facts and impressions which I can recall 
or have gathered from my records. 


1 believe that such a study of the Qaid-e-Azam has not been 
attempted and time should not be lost in publishing what only some 
persons still living know, so that the present generation and the genera¬ 
tions that follow have a true picture of the character of the founder of 
their State. Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a mortal and, like all mortals, 
had his good points and points not so good. But this much must be 
said that the good for outweighed the indifferent. 


If this book serves even a little of the purpose for which it is 
written, I shall be a grateful man, because I shall have contributed to 
the mass of material which will give a correct picture of the man who, 
with Allah’s blessings and the support of one hundred million Muslims, 
earned for us our freedom and gave us a country, a homeland to call 
our own. 


Had it not been for the constant persuasion of my friend Khwaja 
Sarwar Hasan, Secretary of the Pakistan Institute of International 
Affairs, Karachi, I would not have undertaken the responsibility of 
writing this book. Month in and month out he pressed me to search 
my memory and write about the Qaid. His pleas were reinforced by 
those of my wife who saw to it that I did not slacken in my efforts and 
whose constant encouragement enabled me to complete the task I had 
undertaken. 


It is my pleasant duty to acknowledge with gratitude the help 
given me by some friends. I am indebted to Mr. K.H. Khurshid, 
former Secretary to the Qaid-e-Azam, for going through the manu¬ 
script and making useful suggestions. 
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I am also grateful to Mr. Jamil-ud-Din Ahmad, a former Lecturer 
in English at Aligarh Muslim University and Convener of the Com¬ 
mittee of Writers of the All-India Muslim League. As a well-known 
writer of books on the Muslim freedom struggle and with his first¬ 
hand knowledge of the Muslim League movement he ga\e me valuable 
assistance in filling in important details, supplying authentic references 
and preparing the final manuscript of the book. 

I must also record my appreciation and thanks to my young and 
able Secretary, Miss Qamar Iqbal, who delved into my files of corres¬ 
pondence and picked out the material which I have reproduced, and 
for her tireless typing, re-typing and correcting the pages before thev 
were finally sent to the press. 

In this book I have not consistently used the word Qaid-e-Azam. 

I have addressed him in various ways. In places I have called him bv 

his name, in others I have referred to him as Qaid-e-Azam or simply 

Qaid, or my or our leader. “A rose called by any other name smells 
just as sweet . 

M.A.H. ISPAHAN! 

2, Reay Road, 

Karachi. 

March i, 1966. 
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foreword 



It is now over thirty years that Mr. Ispahan! and I have been close 

friends. We met in Calcutta for the first time in i 934 through a 
common friend, Khwaja Nooruddin 1 . Two years later, we both 
were invited by the Qaid-e-Azam to attend a meeting at Lahore where 
the Muslim League Parliamentary Board was formed. It was there 
that we took an oath that we shall dedicate our lives to the service of 
the Muslim Nation under the leadership of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. 
Since that memorable day until the Qaid breathed his last, whatever 
our minor differences may have been, we never wavered in our loyalty 
to the leader and to the cause he represented. We gave him our 
love, respect and loyalty and he, in return, rewarded us with his full 
confidence and trust. 

I can say without fear of contradiction that in every decision that 
the Qaid took regarding Bengal, the largest Muslim province of India, 
he depended completely on the reports of Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani. In 
1946 Mr. Ispahani was appointed his Personal Representative and 
Envoy of the Muslim League to acquaint the leaders and heads of 
foreign states with the case for Muslim independence in our sub¬ 
continent. Mr. Ispahani throughout the Qaid’s life remaind one of 
his able, loyal and trusted lieutenants. Having lived and worked so 
closely with the Qaid, who else can give a better and truer picture of 
the man? 

Never before in the history of Indian Muslims had any single 
person attained such a political stature or had commanded such implicit 
confidence and trust of his people as did the Qaid-e-Azam. He was a 
man who had little in common with the people he led but his single¬ 
ness of purpose, his unbending will and complete faith in the right¬ 
eousness of his cause, created a nation with life and vision out of an 
exhausted, disarrayed and frustrated people. 


Most of us know how the Qaid-e-Azam reacted in times of great 
stress and strain but the true greatness ol the man is revealed throug 
the minor incidents of his life and the sum total of his behaviour in 
his day-to-day life is bv far the best yardstick to measure 
true character. 

1 Khwaja Nooruddin was the founder of the ‘"Morning News at Calcutta 
Partition, was re-started at Karachi and Dacca. 
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FOREWORD 


Here is a book that recalls some incidents in the life of th e 
Qaid-e-Azam. Originally, it was proposed that Mr. Ispahan! ,Maul ana 
hmal Mian, Mr. K.H. Khurshid and I contribute articles on the vano Us 
facets of the life and character of theQaid. Unfortunately none of Us 
was able to fulfil this promise and Mr. Ispahan], therefore, had to 
ao it alone and publish only those incidents of the Qaid s life which 
he had recorded in writing or had stored in his memory. 

Many books will, I am sure, be written about the founder of 
Pakistan, but this one will remain valuable in its own way as it will be 
an index of the feelings and reactions of a young—young at the time 
these notes were written—Muslim intellectual and of the impact which 
the Qaid’s personality had on the mind of a young man who had the 
rare privilege of enjoying his confidence. 

I hope and trust that this will only be a beginning and Mr. Ispahani 
will, in the near future, find time to write and give a fuller and more 
comprehensive account of the man and the movement which, under 
Allah’s guidance, created the largest Muslim State in the twentieth 
century. 

MOHAMMAD AMIR AHMAD 
Raja of Mahmudabad 


2, Framroze Road, 
Karachi. 

March i, 1966. 
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INTRODUCTION 

to the second revised and enlarged edition: 





As the first edition of this book, in all its three versions, has met 
with unexpected demand and is almost sold out, my friends and 
some of those who wrote to me kind and encouraging letters after 
readin<7 it, have asked me to venture into the publication of a second 
edition. This, 1 am doing, with some measure of reluctance. 

This second edition will carry not only the correction of the prin¬ 
ter’s errors but also the additions of interesting material, a completely 
new chapter captioned ‘‘Muslim League from the armchair to the 
masses,” which seeks to give a brief report on the All-India Muslim 
League, covering the period 1906 until 1947, some appendices and an 
index. This edition has necessitated extra effort which 1 have made with 
the encouragement and exemplary co-operation of Mr. Jamil-ud-Din 
Ahmad, who has worked untiringly by my side to give it better shape, 
to add to it more important and interesting material, since discovered, 
and to make it somewhat rewarding lor the effort put in. 

It crives me pleasure to acknowledge with gratitude the services of 
Syed Shamsul Hasan who was Assistant Secretary of the All-India 
Muslim League from 1914 right until partition. He was popularly 
known as the ‘old faithful’ and has carefully preserved the records of 
the Muslim League. Without exaggeration, he may be called a walking 
history of the Muslim League. I am grateful to him for refreshing my 
memory of some of the events recorded here. 

In adding a new chapter, more names ol the dead and the 
living have been accommodated in these pages. Some have appeared in 
glowing colours whereas others have not made such beautiful pictures. 
I shall make it abundantly clear that I bear no malice to those whom 
I have criticised at the time we were struggling to gain our freedom. 
My files and notes have provided the material. Most of the leaders 
were my friends or acquaintances and colleagues and to some of them 
I was close. But friendship is one thing and the recording of incontro 
vertible facts is something else. It will be agreed that facts have to ">e 
presented without fear, favour or distortion. 
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introduction to the second revised and enlarged 

edition 

If these paaes have brought out the positive and epoch-making part 
played bv Mohammed Ali Jinnah in creating a new State and the fact 
that the goal of the Muslims of India was achieved through the sincerity, 
hard work, perseverance, clear thinking, clean dealing, patience, un¬ 
matched strategy and great foresight of the Piesident of the All- 
India Muslim League, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, this book will have served 
its purpose. 


M. A. H. ISPAHANI 


2 , Reay Road, 
Karachi 

December i£, 1966. 
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CONTACT WITH QAID 



a young man of eighteen, I first cast eyes on Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, the famous lawyer and nationalist politician of 
India. He hailed from Bombay. He was married to Miss Ratanbai 
Petit, only daughter of the wealthy Baronet, Sir Dinshaw Petit. She 
an as the elder sister ol the present Sir Dinshaw, my friend and 
contemporary at Cambridge. Mr. Jinnah was a renowned active 
politician. He was member of the Imperial Legislative Council 
representing the Muslims of Bombay from 1910 to 1919 when 
he resigned on the Rowlatt Act issue. I had heard that his speeches 
in the Council were marked by a spirit of independence and fearless 
advocacy ol the cause of the people. , 

It was in the Michaelmas term of 1920, my first “fresher” term 
at Cambridge, that Mr. Jinnah accepted the invitation of the Indian 
Majlis', the first ever debating society established bv Indians in 
England, to address its members. He wore with distinction a thin 
streak of grey hair right in the middle of his head; his features were 
chiselled; he was tall and thin; he was immaculately and fashionably 
attired; in short, he made an indelible impression on the screen of 
my memory, an impression which despite all the many years that 
have flown by, remains as evergreen as it was when 1 first set my eves 
on him. At the time I could well appreciate why women of diverse 


The Indian Majlis at Cambridge was, if I am not wrong, the first non-British Society at the 
University founded almost 100 years ago. The Majlis is a debating society and, in my time, 
used to hold meetings every Sunday night, after dinner. The procedure followed by it 
was and is similar to that of the Union Society, a mock parliament of the University. At 
almost every meeting, debates were held which were at times fiery and almost always 
interesting. The Majlis President invited specialists, whenever available, to participate in 
the debates. Sometimes when a V.I.P. was invited, debate was postponed and the evening 
was devoted to hearing the learned speaker and putting questions to him after his talk. The 
Cambridge Afajlis is the elder sister of the Oxford Majlis. Both Societies have produced more 
politicians and prominent men in various walks of life in India and Pakistan than 1 would 
care to mention. In 1923 I had the good fortune and privilege to be elected President an 
I can say with confidence that I gained substantially in experience by participating in t e 
activities of the Majlis. My daughter, Iran, followed me thirty years later. 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS l KNEW HIM 


.wos fell captive to his charm and personality. When addressing 
in spite of his famed reserve, he appeared to be close to us youngster 

. v.i , i i ii a l_ \Af avpi-p cfnirlr hv nis ^I — 


Us. 


in spite ol his lamed reserve, nc - f ~ ~ — ;-un g sver s 

who had filled the hall to hear him. We were struck by his eloquence, 
the ease and grace of his style of speaking and his grasp of political 


intricacies. 


He spoke for about an hour. He advised us to devote our 
attention to studies and to return home qualified to help our mother¬ 
land to advance and to gain her freedom from British subjection. 

He informed us of the latest shape the struggle for independence had 
assumed and how it would continue without a moment’s abatement 
until freedom was won. It was at this meeting of the Majlis that I 
first met Subhas Chandra Bose, the great Indian hero, loved and 
adored particularly by the Hindus of Bengal, who ws in later life 
called “iVcmji” and fled the country to join the “enemy’s” camp 
when the war was going badly for Britain and her allies; who created 
the. Indian National Army and lost his life in an air crash in the Pacific. 
Subhas, having been selected for the I.C.S., was doing his probation. 

Shortlv after starting, he resigned from the I.C.S. which in British days 
was a great service, the envy of all classes of servants, public or 
private. He did not want to serve the rulers. His desire was to 
return home to “throw the British out and to be free”. Subhas too 
was much impressed by Mr. Jinnah’s talk and heard him throughout 
with rapt attention. 

The next time I had the privilege of meeting Mr. Jinnah, and 
this time in the company of his beautiful wife, was some Meeks later 
at dinner in my uncle’s home, 46, Putney Hill, London. It was a 
fairly grand dinner. After dinner, a Jazz band performed and the 
guests, at least most of them, took the floor and cut capers as was 
the fashion in 1920. Mr. Jinnah was not a dancing fan. So my 
cousin, Mirza Ali Ispahani, and I accompanied him to the billiard 
room. He played billiards while the band’s drummer thumped on 
the drum just over our heads. 

Tlien, time grew her long wings and flew past. Years passed and 
my path and his brilliantly lit one did not cross. It was in 1936 
that I was astonished to receive an invitation from the All-India 
Muslim League Parliamentary Board, the Chairman of which was 
Mi. Mohammed Al, Jinnah, to attend the meeting of the said Board 
, ; a l' ^is became my third meeting with the man who was 
Jcstined to fight forand win freedom from both British and Hindus for 
his brothers and sisters in faith in the form of a separate, 
independent, sovereign State carved out of the .sub-continent. 
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PLIGHT OF MUSLIM BENGAL 

A T our first meeting, Mr. Jinnah’s qualities which impressed 
1 me most were his magnetic personality and his genius for 
negotiation and for conveying his point of view convincingly. - 
With the passage ol time, these qualities grew increasingly outstand¬ 
ing and to demonstrate this view I shall delve into the past for 
appropriate material. 

It was in the vear 1932 that a group of young, energetic, 
patriotic and progressive men in Calcutta formed the New Muslim 
Majlis. The spear-head of this drive was Khwaja Nooruddin, cousin 
and brother-in-law of Khwaja Nazimuddin, who later played a heroic 
part in making the Mohammedan Sporting Club the premier football 
club of India. The main aims and objects of the group were : 

(a) To gain freedom from British rule, 

(b) To join hands with progressive and nationalist bodies to 
attain (a) above, 

(c) To sponsor the just rights of the Muslims in the Calcutta 

Corporation and elsewhere, 

(d) To capture the Mohammedan Sporting Club and to develop 
it into the nation’s premier football club, 

(e) To start a newspaper for carry ing on a fearless campaign in 
support of Muslim rights and to rehabilitate self-confidence 
amongst the Muslims of Bengal. 

It was a party which believed not in communal ism but in nationalism. 
It believed in wresting, through united effort, independence from the 
British; it believed in opposing all the policies and reasons which the 
British adopted to the detriment ol Indian interests; it believed that 
unless the Hindus and Muslims abandoned their parochial view-* anr 
joined hands to fight for their peoples’ freedom, independence \\ou c 
always remain a mere mirage. With all these objects in mind, tie 


3 
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QAll> I -AZAM AS l KNI W HIM 


party decided lo enter the active field of politics through the pon,,!., 
of the Calcutta Corporation. 

In the Corporation elections which were held in the spring of 
1903, the New Muslim Majlis put up six candidates for the eighteen 
seats which were reserved for the Muslims of Calcutta. Of the six 
five were returned and one of the Majlis nominees, an unknown 
young man Mr. Basit by name, beat the Lion of Bengal, 
Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq, in Ward No. 19. This was Mr. Haq’s first 
defeat in his long political career and at the hands of a youngster. 
Being young Muslim “nationalists”, we secured the support of the 
Congress Party in the Corporation and had one of the leading 
members of our party, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, elected 
Alderman of the Corporation. This group, of which I was a 

member, though small in number, did useful work in the city 
Corporation. It judged questions on their merit and not on a 
communal basis as the other older Muslim groups and parties did. 
Any proposal which the European group in the Corporation put 
forward, whether right or wrong, was opposed on principle by the 
Majlis Party, although one of the two factions of the Congress, the 
L Sen Gupta Party, and the Forward Block, to achieve their own ends, 
^ joined hands with the Europeans who had ten members in the 
Corporation. 

The New Muslim Majlis Party financed an old Muslim news¬ 
paper The Milsalman , owned and edited by an elderly “nationalist” 
gentleman named Mujibur Rahman. When he took ill and was 
no longer able to edit the monthly, Riazul Hassan, one of 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi’s friends and followers, was entrusted with 
the responsibility. Altaf Husain, now a veteran Journalist and editor 
of Dawn', was at the time professor of English literature at 
Calcutta University and used to contribute interesting, illuminating 
and powerful weekly articles presenting Muslim views, grievances 
and demands in the columns of the Calcutta Statesman under the 
pseudonym ‘Ainul Mulk”. Altaf Husain then harboured Muslim 
Majlis ideals in his heart and undertook to write free of charge a 
column in our Musalman under the caption “Slings and Arrows”, 
his pen-name being “Archer”. This column created a sensation and 
there was discomfiture in the ranks both of the Muslim toadies and 
of the Hindus. The column was a treat for the y r oung and pro¬ 
gressive Muslim intelligentsia of Bengal. 


1 At present, Minister of Industries in the President’s Cabinet of Ministers. 
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PLIGHT OF MUSLIM BENGAL 

I reproduce his column of July i 935 
interesting reading even today and which 
bird’s eyeview of the spirit and sentiments ol 
sive intelligentsia of the time spear-headed 
Muslim Majlis of Calcutta : 

“SLINGS & ARROWS” 

BY ARCHER 

(From The Musaltnan dated Friday, July 19, 1935) 

“Sleep no more! Macbeth doth murder sleep, Duncan doth murder 
sleep; sleep no more!”—it is a long while ago that I read my Shakes¬ 
peare, but even though I may be misquoting, I cannot help invoking the aid 
of that great master ot human motives and feelings, faced as 1 am today, along 
with all other sentient fellow-Muslims, with a situation which no woids that 
I can string together will adequately describe. We yet sleep and dream, yet 
there closes in upon our spirit a heavy langour which makes us drowsy and 
forgetful, with its soporific though no longer perfumed memories of days 
bygone. Cataclysmic spirit-quakes, more devastating than any earthquake 
has ever been, have vainly striven us out of that traitorous spiritual inertia. 
Feelings and sentiments, rights and privileges have been devastated, used 
as footstools by others bent on mounting upon the peak we have forfeited. 
But the devastation has not been tremendous,—it has not moved our souls 
into an awakening. We are content to let our storied and treasured past 
crumble into dust around;—we are content to lie buried under the debris of 
all the hopes, all the ideals, all the achievements of our ancestors. We care 
not how long we remain but pedestals and footstools, all that we hunger for 
is sleep,—the sleep of the forgotten, the sleep of the forsaken, the drugged 
sleep of the frozen-blooded, the sleep from which there is no awakening. 
And yet I say “sleep no more!”—because the murderer of sleep is abroad. 

Listen! something other than a mere past has crumbled. Debris of 
another kind has scattered its consecrated dust upon the western winds. 
Bricks and stones, cupolas and domes and minarets,—particles of mere 
matter, but hallowed through the callings by the Faithful, in the distant 
but illumined past, on that God of Islam who is the God of all humanity, 
who is one and indivisible, and is Rahman and Rahim as well as Zu-Intiqam. 
They have crumbled and fallen, and by now even the debris has been moved 
away. A matter of but a few days it has been, this breaking of what for twice 
as many centuries stood a landmark of the preaching and worship of peace. 
The law allowed it and the court awarded it,—and the “pound of flesh was 
taken. The Mosque of Shahidgunga is now itself Shahid. One more msu t 
to God and man”, one more soul-ache, one more spirit-quake, one more 


, which is undoubtedly 
will give the reader a 
1 the young and progres- 
in Bengal by the New 


* Shahidgunj Mosque. A mosque in the old city of Lahore which the 

and converted into a Gurdwara. Owing to the agita ion Mau j ana Zafar Ali Khan, 
Government of Punjab sealed the doors ot the Mosque. agitation as a 

Proprietor and Editor of Daily Zemindar, played a significant role b 

leader of the Muslims. 
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agonised groat of anguished despair from and of Use Muslim world,- 
id then silence. What else? The law allowed tt, the court awarded „ 
and the state (perforce) protected them. In the domain ot action, what 
else then, hut wise passivity, acceptance of the inevitable, recognition that 
time is a changeling an uplifting of the sou in prayer .ha, He who » the 
Chastiser may chastise, and realisation that “peace”, above all peace, must 
meanwhile be maintained? Peace, be it end, without any price paid. Let 
none disturb it and none threaten. 


If forgetting is possible, let us forget; if forgiveness is possible let us 
forgive. But no more slumber, no more hope. Because of the God we 
worship we cannot sleep; in the name of the land we love, et us net °P e * 
A red-hot iron lias been plunged deep into our slumbering souls, and there 
it stays. Silence yes, and peace by all meansbut who shall stop the spirit 
burning: Let it burn. Refuse of generations well-nigh choked it, it was 

losing itself. Let it burn itself into itself again. 


Rut look; astride the prostrate shape of what they call “Mother In ja 
stands the monstrous demon of foul hypocrisy. Look! dart a ter art 
poisoned at the spring of hate, pierces hei tender child. Hope; hope t at 
one day she may stand where she now grovels. 


The hope is dead. With their own hands, the high priests who proudly 
claimed exclusively to worship at her shrine, have murdered it. And 
every stab they inflicted upon its wretched body, a fierce and other chan hu- 
man joy seemed to intoxicate them into loigetfulness of the irretrievable 
crime they were committing. The Sikhs and the Hindus have murdered 
our Two Hopes. The hope that some day India, the land we live in and die 
in, might be free, was massacred when the Sikhs forgot the solemn assurance 
they had given to the Governor of the Punjab, and in deliberate violation 
thereof, in the dead of night when Muslims and the Government were sleeping 
and dreaming of peace on the morrow,—they raised the sacrilegious pickaxe to 
inflict its first wound upon that hallowed plaster. The other hope that 
some day, between the Hindus and ourselves there might be love, amity 
and understanding, was relentlessly butchered by the Hindus, when with ink 
dipped in venom—and inconsistency—and linotypes clicking in unholy 
accompaniment, they stabbed and stabbed that Hope through the heart, in 
broad day-light, till it crumbled up, fell, and bled to death. None can 
rebuild the one, and the other, none can revive. 


Henceforth, there shall be no moral responsibility, there shall be no 
understanding, there shall be no compromise. There shall only be legal 
rights. What the law allows, morality and comradeship and patriotism 
shall not deny. Upon the highways of His Majesty, we Muslims will walk 
with a tread which shall resound as it tramples into dirt the hypocritical 
gilts ol fellowship in a common nationhood” proferred by the deceitiul 
alien. The third party shall triumph, you say? Let there be a fourth Ll 
need be, and let both triumph. Do not our own “brethren” triumph, 
with dark though ill-concealed glee? Have they cared to respect the holiest 
ol our holy sentiments? When 1 cut a peepul tree standing in my compound, 
oi iemove a piece ol stone Irorn my land, what an outcry is there! I am 
a \andal, adesccrator of sacred things, a wretch who understands not religious 
susceptibilities ol others. It is not for me to question why my peepul tree 
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, „„„ „„ my land should be worshipped and my legal rights over them 
filched from me because of the peculiar pulsations of the heart of Aryavarta. 

. mmt not kill a cow that 1 have bought with my own money, even m a place 
ir on a field that is my own. Here in Bengal, the right never questioned 
fi fTe has also begun to be attacked of late. Up country, there are hundreds 
f where a Muslim cannot kill his cow, either for sacrifice or for 

food anywhere except in a slaughter-house, and in many p aces not even 
f l l,h-r.housc Why? Because it hurts anil injures the religious 
mas aug • . Muslim foregoes or is made to part with 

r/rrlh “ he moa SLmrti of respecting other people's 

?' S vE However pr mi,ive and unaccountable those feelings may be 
feelings. H° wcver P r cvcr hls fliled t0 resp ect them, with 

one voice theT/gans of Hindu opinion have cried out for chastisement. 

“Hath not a lew eyes? If you prick us do we not bleed? —IHave 

we no claim to moral respect for our susceptibilities, even ' ^ 

may give ethers the right to insult them? Read, my fncnds readthe 
long columnfuls of insensate matter that they have poured out Rea , 
bu, Cornier not; read and cease to hope. No, yet, and neve as long as 
this remains their standpoint, can we hope tor an understanding Never 

SsZtr -Efts c 

lie bleeding. 

From now onwards, build a dream anew; with 
■ a . - sriI1 i make another determination. THERE oHALL de 

A TRUE NATION OF GENUINE PATRIOTS IN INDIA, A NATION OF 
EIGHTY MILLION MUSLIMS;—a nation those ideal shall not be deceit 
and hypocrisy, a nation that shall no, resort «c the darkest sub,erfagesm 
order to pop itself up with -he ruins of others t.ampled rights and on the 
debris of others’ sacred sentiments, a nation that sha 1 not build a temple o 
legal rights immorally exercised,_but a nation that s hall love India truly and 
shall stiike hard, and strike relentlessly, all evil on the head. Despair not; 
numbers must not daunt you. Right, justice, morality and Gcd are on 

our side. 


But the first step in the new awakening, must be that eveiy heart that 
throbs must learn to throb with the intensity ot those who stood on the 
fields of Badr and Ohud. While eschewing all violence in deed and action, 
every true heart must learn to feel. FEEL! FEEL! FEEL! therefore, 
and prepare—’ ’ 

It did not, however, take more than a year tor us to realise that 
the “nationalism” that we had envisaged was merely a dream anc h 
not exist in reality. Whatever the Hindus did in the Corporation, 
however communal in nature, was lauded as genuine nationalism Hit 
when we demanded the same rights, we were branded as communa * s ts- 
This warped point of view applied to every shred ot patronage \\ in i 
the Calcutta Corporation gave to the citizens whether it "as * n tu 
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ficKl of contracts or in the sphere of services in the Corporation j tl 
both ol which the Muslims had a negligible share, in spite of the fac t 
that they constituted 24”/ol the population of the city. Therefore^ 
to the members of the Muslim Majlis who were growing increasingly 
vociferous and attracting the attention of the outsiders as well as the 
other Muslim nationalists 3 , there appeared no alternative but to conic 
to ,\ head-on clash with the powerful Hindu Congress element in the 
Corporation, the two lactions of which joined hands to quash the 
legitimate Muslim grievances. Some months later, our agitation 
worked up to boiling point and, through the pressure of the Muslim 
Majlis Party within and Muslim public opinion outside, brought about 
the wholesale resignation of the Muslim Councillors, including 
Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq, who was Mayor at the time. 


Thereafter, agitation outside was increased and it gathered such 
strength that the 1936 Corporation general elections were boycotted 
by the Muslims of Calcutta. In spite of influence, money and pressure, 
the Hindus w ere unable to get a single Muslim of any respectability 
and standing to contest the elections and except for a “Quisling” and 
a few hackney carriage drivers, barbers and butlers who were elected 
by default and not by merit, the new Corporation simply did not 
J represent the Muslims of Calcutta and much less, their interests. 
Some of us and one outsider, and former member of the Corporation, 
Shaheed Suharawardy, together with the workers of th eKhilaJat Com¬ 
mittee 4 of Zakaria Street, devoted ourselves to the task of making the 
boycott a success. Often we worked between nineteen and twenty 
hours a day without break. Suffice it to say, the boycott was an 
unqualified success and the Muslim leaders in Bengal and elsewhere 
began to take cognizance of the new dashing group known as the 
New Muslim Majlis of Calcutta. And yet, the boycott had a near 
miss w r ith disaster on the last day allotted for the filing of the nomina¬ 
tion papers. 








On the morning of this day, as was our rule, we visited the 
Calcutta Corporation to look through the copies of nomination papers 
which weie posted on the board, in compliance with election rules, 
and weie shocked to see a nomination paper bearing the signature 
of Mi. A.K. bazlul Haq as a prospective candidate from one of the 
ai s. We set about our business in a flash because there was no 
time to waste. The first information Nooruddin and I gathered was 


i S bodv°nf ed M t0 . the M T ,in V‘ t0adi es M wedd * d to British rule. 

Turkey, afterYer 'deLYVwodcT War* T ° f ^ Kbila S al a 8 itation in support <>l 
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| iat j q Gupta, a Congressite of the Sen Gupta Group in the Cor¬ 
onation, had succeeded in persuading Fazlul Haq to file his papers. 
The game which was being played was obvious. There were a dozen 
t raitors waiting for a man of Fazlul Haq’s stature to file his nomination 
so that they could follow him promptly and make the boycott 
•nfructuous. This is exactly what the powerful Congress Party wanted 
md we, obviously, did not. So Nooruddin and I went to Nawab 
Habibullah of Dacca who had been appointed the titular head of 
the boycott movement and told him that we had to act and our plan 
was to go to the Jhawtolla Road residence of Fazlul Haq and get his 
letter of withdrawal, if necessary by threat of force. 


When we went up the stairs of his composite large office and 
sitting room, we saw him lying on a charpoy, victim of an asthma 
attack. Fortunately, there was no one in the room and he did not 
summon anyone in. He did not suspect anything untoward from us. 
The question “Have you signed the nomination papers?” was put to 
him He replied in the negative. He was told that he was telling a 
He. He aaain denied. Then a letter addressed to the Chief Executive 
Officer was produced by Nooruddin which read that someone had 
filed his nomination bearing his forged signature and, of course, 
without his knowledge or consent; that he repudiated the nomination 
and to remove doubt once and for all, requested that this letter be 
treated as withdrawal of his candidature. He was told that if he 
did not sign straightaway, grave consequences would follow. He 
hesitated for a minute and then signed on the dotted line. 


Having achieved success and averted a catastrophe which would 
have wiped out months of hard work, we made for the Corporation as 
fast as we could drive and presented the letter of withdrawal to the 
Chief Executive Officer, J.C. Mukerjee, with the request to post it on 
the appropriate notice board right away. This was complied with 
and we stood in the corridors to see that no damage to or removal of 
the withdrawal was effected and the press and the prospective 
candidates who were present in the lobbies at all hours of the day came 
to know of the short-lived candidature of Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq. Our 
escape from defeat was providential and we thanked the good Lord 
for it. 


The boycott was so successful indeed that Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who was considered to be a genius in organising, told me in 1940 that 
the Congress had never organised a boycott which was as effective as 
the Calcutta Corporation boycott by Muslims when 98% 

Muslim voters did not go to the polls. This success achieved by the 
Muslims of Calcutta became a shining example for the Muslim leader- 
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ship and people throughout the country. It went hand in hand with 
the success on the football field achieved by the Mohammed* ** 
Sporting Club of Calcutta for which Khwaja Nooruddin deserves th c 
laurels It was he who, as Secretary General of the Mohammedan 
Sporting Club, brought to life a dying organisation and made football 
history not only in Bengal but in the rest of India. Victory of the 
Muslims against strong European and also Hindu teams on the football 
field instilled a spirit of self-confidence and pride in the Muslims of 
Benaal in particular, a vast majority of whom, through years of 
persecution and humiliation, had lost confidence in themselves and in 
their future. They had forgotten to agitate for their rights and to 
demand them, backed, if need be, with sacrifice. They were reduced 
to a state where anything that they thought was necessary for them 
could be obtained only by supplication, petition and deputation. All 
the agitation, fiery speaking and even sacrifice were the prerogatives 
of the caste Hindu and naturally Mother Britain always gave the 
most milk to the baby which cried the loudest and most often ! 

British rule extended all over India for ninety years, from 1857 
to 1947 but in Bengal the British-cum-Hindu exploitation and rule 
covered the period between 17^7 and 1947—a hundred and ninety 
years. { 

The Nawab Nazim Mir Kasim granted the East India Company 
special rights and privileges in Bengal in 1761. Some ot them were: 
that the East India Company would enjoy a 2 S°/ Q reduction in the tax 
which was levied on all traders. Later the Moghul Emperor Shah 
Alam granted a Sanad to the Company conferring the right on it to 
collect revenue in the Provinces of Bihar and Bengal. This enabled 
the East India Company to establish its trading centres all over 
Bengal and ousted Muslim traders from the business that they and 
their ancestors had been doing. Besides, as the Directors of the East 
India Company were not permitted to trade in their own name, they 
brought Hindu traders from other parts of Bengal and India to trade 
as their benamidars 5 . The wealth of these benamidars can be judged 
by one single example. 

Kintu Babu, who worked as Warren Hastings benamindar, spent 
ninety lacs ol rupees on the funeral ceremonies of his mother. Fiorn 
this it can be judged how wealthy Kintu Babu must have been a ,1( 
how much wealthier Warren Hastings had become during the y e3lS 
he ruled in India. 


* benamidars are those who trade tinder a false name 
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Clive in one of his Gazette notifications made it mandatory that 
no Muslim shall be given any employment higher than that of a 
chaprasy or a junior clerk. 

Bv the above two methods, among others, the Muslims of 
Bengal were ousted from both trade and service. Zamindaris and 
Wakfs in Bengal were abolished overnight. There were 8,000 Wakfs 
at the time. Zamindaris and taluqas confiscated were auctioned for as 
little as four and eight annas and the new landlords who purchased 
these properties were no other than the benamidars of the East India 
Company “Nabobs”. 

/ In the words of Sir William Hunter, a British civil servant of 
India, during the sixties and seventies of the nineteenth century, as 
recorded in his book “The Indian Musalmans”, “A hundred and 
seventy years ago it was almost impossible for a well-born Muslim 
in India to become poor. At present, it is almost impossible for him 
to continue rich.” He goes on, “When the country passed under 
our rule, the Musalmans were the superior race and superior not 
only in stoutness of heart and strength of arm but in power of 
political organisation and in the science of practical government.” 
And between 1764 until 1937 the Muslims of Bengal remained a 
nonentity as far removed from power as they w'ere from the moon. 
From around the 2o’s of this century a small share in so-called “very 
limited” powers w r as given to some Muslims in Bengal who were for 
all intents and purposes the stooges of the British rulers. 

The suppression of Muslims became so intolerable that one of the 
first Hindu-Muslim riots of the sub-continent occurred in Bengal in 
1831, when Rai Kishan Rai of Purnea imposed a special tax, called 
the “Beard Tax”, of Rs. 2/8 per cultivator who w'ore a beard. At 
that juncture, the East India Company sent its forces to support the 
Rai Saheb and suppress the Muslims of Purnea! A w r ell-known 
Hindu historian K.M. Panikkar himself in his book “A Survey of 
Indian History” has testified: “An alliance was struck between the 
head ol European baniadom, the English Company, and the Marwari 
merchants who commanded the wealth of Bengal.” 

These are some facts of Muslim Bengal’s history which can 
enable the reader to both understand and appreciate the extent to which 
they were crushed. The first Muslim document was a memorandum 
presented by the Muslims of Orissa in 187^ to Queen Victoria in 
v-hich they narrated these facts and their sufferings which included 
exclusion from government service. They concluded the petition 


Scanned by CamScanner 


QA ,D-E-AZAM as . KNEW H.M 


12 . .five left but to either walk 

with the words that££ ^% e hi „s of Orissa*, 
into the sea and r pert weavers of the famous 

.. nv a thumb and hand ol tne r ]ndia Company to end 
DaccSntere cut off bjr £* countr y. Persian, which 

r he court language, a te. ^ d '"| B made to make way for 
East India j Company * rule, vocabula ry of the H.ndu clerks 

English and Bengal., enr 
and® employees of the Company. 

r i j; a were crushed or made to suffer so 
Muslims in no part ol In 

much as were the Muslims ot Bengal. 

a a, *— «>«.,«» 

SJXC SftttttS tv-tar f B-t" 

played important parts. 

With this background it can be appreciated by 
students of history why the Muslim League was founded and orga 

at Dacca on December 30 , 1906 . 

The moving spirits behind the foundation of the All-India Muslim * 
League were Nawab Salimullah of Dacca and Nawabs Mohsin-ul- 
Mulk and Viqar-ul-Mulk of Aligarh who were close associates and 
successors of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. Earlier a deputation of leading 
and influential Muslims, organised by Mohsin-ul-Mulk and headed 
by Agha Khan III, had met the Viceroy Lord Minto on the 1st 
October 1906 and demanded separate electorate for Muslims in the 
projected constitutional reforms. The Viceroy in his reply conceded 
the demand in principle. The deputation, which came to be known 
as the Simla Deputation 7 , was an important milestone on the road to 
Muslim freedom, for it symbolised political awakening among 
Muslims who till then had been content to confine their activities to 
social reform and educational advance. 

in the grm\il a significant part in the early days 

India ail abroad", the na^Tof tht Ml AH " India Muslim League both in 
, tne names ol the following need mention : 


f 

? 


' , UntCr: rhe Salmons. 

or a detailed account of facts rolaf 

Muslim Mr 16 / m 6 reader is referred 1 to ^ m " 11 ', 3 De P utat »on and inception of d’ f 
ohtical Movement ° i am d-ud-Din Ahmad’s book Early Phase *J 
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Sir Syed Amir Ali, Sir Sultan Mohamed Shah Aga Khan, Musheer 
Hussain Kidwai, Mirza Hashem Ispahani 8 , Sir Syed Ali Imam, Raja 
Mohamed Ali Mohamed Khan of Mahmudabad, Sir Syed Wazir Hassan, 
Maulana Mohamed Ali and Sir Mian Mohamed Shaft. 

It may be recalled that in 1913, after the Muslim League had 
adopted the creed of ‘self-government suitable to India’, Mr. Mohamed 
Ali Jinnah joined the League at the invitation of his friends, Syed 
Wazir Hasan and Mohamed Ali. 
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, • „ that the first Muslim League Ministry came 

tT was only m '937 th ;, rnvemment of India Act of 1935 , 
1 into being as a result o 1 , welcome up-swing of the 

and with if came the re-awakemng an^d welco ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Muslims, much to the chagim o an( ] tutelage ever since 

challenged position under B11 isi p ‘Possible to check the poli- 
the battle of Buxar. They dtd <%*£!££* They even played 

tical and economic progress of the Muslims the Muslims, but 

s « of Divide and Rule of “ d p„„ 

and joined hands with the Congress and Mahasabha Hint 

they fought a losing battle culminating in the Partition of India 

August 14, 1947 - 


It was in June 1936 that we received invitations for the hist meet- 
ina of the All-India Muslim League Parliamentary Board from the 
late Abdul Matin Chowdhury of Assam on behalt ot the President, 
Mr. Jinnah. Of the forty members from Bengal, only Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi and I went to Lahore to attend the meetings of the Board. 
The first meeting was held on June 8, 1936, at the house of Mian 
Abdul Aziz, Bar-at-Law, and the subsequent meetings at Nedou s 
Hotel. Besides the members, over 400 Muslims leaders and workers, 
had been invited to this meeting. It was a very important gathering 
as it was concerned with most urgent and vital matters affecting the 
Muslims of India, including the question of elections under the new 
Constitution in early 1937. 


At this time feverish activity was on particularly in Calcutta 
amongst the then Muslim leaders of the Province to launch a Unite 
Muslim Party of Bengal and to set up its candidates at the Genera 
Elections. The leaders of this Party were Khawaja Nazinuiddin. 
Nawab Habibullah of Dacca, Nawab K.G.M. Farooqi of Ratanpt"> 
M. Azizul Haq, KhawajaShahabuddin (Khawaja Nazimuddin’s young 11 
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brother), H.S. Suhrawardy and some others. Suhrawardy was the 
driving force. The only prominent person in the political life of 
Bengal at the time who was left out by this strong group, was A.K. 
Fazlul Haq who, in his own interest, had to swim on his own or 
drown. There was a younger and leftist element at the time which 
was searching for a leader of stature. It comprised of Nausher Ali, a 
strong pro-Hindu Congressite, Shamsuddin Ahmed, Humayun Kabir 
(an individual more pro-Hindu than a Hindu himself who till lecently 
was member of the Indian Government), and Nawabzada Hasan Ali 
of Bogra. For them, there could be no better person than the veteran, 
A.K.^Fazlul Haq. The Party which they constituted with Fazlul 
Haq at its head bore the name Njkh il Bangla Kri shak Praja Sami ty. 

Neither of the two parties which came into existence on the eve 
of elections with the sole object of grabbing power and its attendant 
patronage, wanted to have truck with the All-India Muslim League. 
The Provincial Muslim League did not exist except in name. It 
had died years before through indifference and neglect. The United 
Muslim Party of Bengal and the Krishak Praja did not want any 
interference from outside quarters. They wanted to rule in accordance 
with their own wishes and not involve themselves with a party which 
operated on an All-India basis. 

So, when the invitations were received, formal meetings of the 
two parties’ leaders were called. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Nooruddin 
and I attended the meeting of the United Muslim Party in response 
to an invitation received from Suhrawardy, although we still re¬ 
mained members of the New Muslim Majlis. 

The meeting was held one evening—the date is not of 
importance—at the residence of M. Azizul Haq in Loudon Street, 
Calcutta. The prominent leaders of the Party were present and, in 
the discussions that took place, the consensus of opinion was patently 
that the invitation received should not be taken notice of; that the 
leaders concentrate their attention on the coming elections in the 
Province, gain a majority and form the first government under the 
new Constitution. It was at this stage of the proceedings that the 
“Three Musketeers’’ as Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Nooruddin and I 
were called, declared in turn that we could not subscribe to the 
majority views; that we had to respond to the call of an all-India 
political organisation of long standing and had to evolve as soon as 
possible a system which would produce an all-India policy for Muslims 
and fight for their rights on an all-India basis. If Muslims had to 
progress politically, we suggested, it was necessary for them not to 
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, i r i v, n each group and province striking out on 
act in a haphazard fashion, S d actions and express them 

its own, but to organise their th rong ^ ^ ^ ^ 

through one central o y. m ade by some of the other 

expressed this point of vew ^ ^ We> however] 

^ml:r e Abdi^r Rahman Siddiqi and . did as 
Nooruddin § could not leave Calcutta at the time. 

When we reached Lahore, we discovered that we were the only 
two who had responded to the invitation sent to the forty Bengal 
leaders and workers and generally the response w ic j 
League President received to the invitation from al over 
poor. From Assam, one or two responded. U 

Chowdhury, the Honorary Secretary of the Parliamentary Board was, 
of course/ one. The rest of the leaders of the Province, like Sir 
Saadullah, did not bother as they were busy preparing their provincial 
field for themselves. The largest and most impressive contingent came 
from the United Provinces which included Maulana Shaukat Ali, 
Nawab Ismail Khan, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, the Raja Saheb ol 
Mahmudabad, Choudhri Khaliquzzaman, the Raja Saheb of Salimpur and 
Maulana Inayatullah of Feranghi Mahal. Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
Khan, who afterwards became one of the pillars of the Pakistan 
movement, later dissociated himself from the Muslim League 
Parliamentary Board along with the Nawab of Chhattari and Nawab 
Mohammad Yusuf, because fifty per cent of the seats in Provincial 
Board had not been given to the National Agriculturist Party of 
which they were members and also because of the suspicion that, to use 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan’s words, “this group (Choudhri Khaliq¬ 
uzzaman s group) is regarded with suspicion by the majority of Muslims 
as having a veiled kinship with the Congress” 1 . 

In Lahoie itself, the response of the Punjab was depressing poor. 
Sir Fazle Husain, the political thinker and strategist of Muslim Punjab 

m the ‘r and a devoted servant of the British, was lying seriously 
.11 at Dalhousie and was calling the play to his followers from his sick 
bed. He was the uncrowned king of the Punjab before whom 
bowed the Hindu, Muslim and Sikh stooges of the British. He was 
the representative of British power in a province known as the 

1 It may be mentioned that after getting elected tn tk» no a kt u^da 

U.,ua, Ali Khan joinad the Mudun Ln.^e Parkin' 0 .hfUInbi, " 
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“sword arm” of India. He too did not want the Muslim League to 
w powerful enough to be able to guide the Muslims in provincial 
matters, although he had been a strong advocate of separate electo¬ 
rate and had previously opposed all attempts at compromise with 
Hindus Such a state of affairs would not suit him or his patrons, 
the British, who knew that a man like Fazle Husain could be controlled 
and directed but a man like Mohammed Ali Jimiah could not. 


Amona those who responded from the Punjab were Dr. 
Mohammed Iqbal, Malik Barkat Ali, Mian Abdul Aziz, Raja 
Ghazanfar Ali Khan and Muzaffar Ali Khan Qizilbash. Raja 
Ghazanfar Ali, though elected on Muslim League ticket, later crossed 
over and became a Parliamentary Secretary in Sir Sikandar Hayat s 
Unionist Government and Qizilbash, having contested and won the 
elections as an independent, joined the Unionist Party and remained 
loyal to it until Partition, that is so long as the Party lived. 

The Muslim leaders of the Unionist Party and those who later 
became Ministers were conspicuous by their absence. Bombay sent 
a few Madras was represented by an elderly member of the Central 
Legislative Assembly. Syed Murtaza Saheb, and Mufti Kifayatullah 
and Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani represented the Jamiat-ul-Ulema 

of Delhi. 


Thirty six to thirtyseven persons met first at Mian Abdul Aziz s 
house and later at Nedou’s Hotel under the Chairmanship of Mr. 
Jinnah to consider the existing political situation and to devise ways and 
means by which the moribund Muslim League could become an 
active organisation and participate in the General Elections to be held 
under the Government of India Act of 1935-. The Muslim League 
wanted to enter the Provincial and Cential Legislatures as an 
organised and disciplined political party and safeguard and further 
Muslim interests in the religious, political, economic, educational and 
social spheres. The Muslims had been reduced to their pathetic 
position because they were not organised nor were they united as 
their leaders worked for themselves and not for the people. 

These ills had to be cured if the Muslim nation was to be lifted 
from the slough of despondency. Sir Mohammed Iqbal, who was 
attending despite his throat trouble (cancer) and weakness, expressed 
the view that it was necessary for Muslims elected to the Provincial 
Assemblies to be bound by an All-India Muslim League polic) and 
programme so that they could return to the Central Assembly only 
such Muslims as were pledged to support Muslim rights and 
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t of their position as the second great nation 

“We ^ f ° r p r ° vinc '. ai p° uc ; es ^ 

in the Constitution (of , SJj) 
for the Cent c foreign government. Now, when 

obviously because ‘ of thjs mis f or tune (i.e. indirect elections) 

Tv proposal All-India scheme of elections (the League Scheme) 
to be a P dherfd to hy the provincial candidates, the same men again 
at the instance of the foreign government, have come out to defeat 
the Muslims in their effort to retain their solidarity as a nation . 


The Parliamentary Board, having discussed and reviewed the 
situation briefly outlined by Dr. Iqbal and also having discussed the 
question of Wakf Law arising out of the Shahidgunj Mosque agita¬ 
tion, issued a long statement in which it outlined the policy and 
programme for legislators who were to contest the provincial elections 
on the Muslim League ticket. This also applied to those who might 
later be returned to the Central Legislature by the provincial 
legislators. 



In the Manifesto adopted by the Central Parliamentary Board at 
its meeting at Lahore from 8 th to iith June, 193b, it was stated 
inter alia: 

“The inauguration of the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme of constitu¬ 
tion and working thereof had developed and brought forth various forces, 
and it appears that such power as was available under the Scheme has been 
captured in the various provinces by reactionary conservative elements in 
combination with a coterie of men whose sole aim and object is to secure 
offices and places for themselves wherever and whenever available. This 
has suited the Government and these two classes have received every en¬ 
couragement and support with the result that they have not only been a 
hindrance and an obstacle in the way of the independent and progressive 
intelligentsia but the people generally have been exploited. Thus was 
created a double domination of the reactionary forces and the imperialistic 
power. Our aim is that this domination must cease 


The main principles on which we expect our representatives in the 
'° Wi " be: 0) that the present Provincial Con- 
meS h d ' e pro P ose r d Central Constitution should be replaced im- 

t"nW y by re r, ratiC ^-"-government; 0) and that incite mean- 

w l uti ise 2Te! r, S “f 1 '"' •« ‘he various Legislatures 

or .he ci,tiSr *j; f “w e r ct ,he miximum ° u : 

life.’* ^ e P eo pl e ux various spheres of national 


for thWda^of Centra ‘ Parliam entary Board adopted 

guidance of the Muslim League Parties in the Legislature* 
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no j nts —Protection of the religious 
contained the f ^ , °^ 1 s mP °aking P eflForts for repeal of all repressive 
rights of the k ^ detrimenta , to ,h« interest 

U«'s; resistance to aU me (he fum]ame ntal liberties of the people 

of India, which encroach up of the colintry; reduction ol heavy 

and lead to economic explou f of substantial binds 

cost of administrative machine y ljsation G f Indian Army 

for nation-building departmen s development ol industries 

and reduction of military expc ’ currency, exchange and 

including cottage industries; reg V j pment of the country ; social, 
prices in the interest of economic ,, tlon . measures for 

educational and economic uplift o JLmentary education free 

relief of agricultural indebtedness; ma ^ j angua g e and 

country. 

which request he grante . e m sincerity of the delibera- 

dons lhat had taken place and although we were not members of 
the Muslim League and belonged to the New Muslim Majlis, a pa y 

Ich had not^ptil then spread its activities beyond the cUy of 
Calcutta, we would be glad to suggest to our Board tha vve merge 
in the all-India organisation if we were satisfied that the Mu 
Lea one would cease to be, not in words alone but in deeds, a hoc y 
am-T-chair politicians which had so far confined its activities to mee - 
ing once or twice a year and passing pious resolutions and ™ k >ng 
submissions and recommendations to our rulers to mitiga e 
injustices perpetrated upon the once great Muslim nation ol India. 


He assured us that the state of affairs complained ol was buried 
forever and that the All-India Muslim League would from now on 
be a live political organisation and a mass movement throughout t c 
country. He emphasised that if we were to exist, as a nation, a 
demand and obtain what was due to us, the leadership would have to 
go in for greater contact with the masses than it had so far done an 
would have to derive its strength and power from them. We weic so 
touched by the sincerity of his tone and expression that we believec 
he would do what he was telling us, and we promisee to 
recommend to the members of our Party on our return to 
Calcutta that we, in one lot, should join the All-India Muslim League 
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and abandon the aim of forming a provincial party which would only 
result in benefiting our enemies who by this time gleefully appreciated 
how a party or people could easily be ruled by playing one against 
the other, if they were divided. 

As there was no Muslim League organisation worth the name 
in Bengal and there had not been one for some years, Mr. Jinnah 
appointed Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and myself as organisers and 
entrusted us with the responsibility of launching the new Muslim 
League Party in Bengal. He told us that as I was the younger of the 
two, the main responsibility of running around and getting things 
done lay on my shoulders. He assured me that the task, although 
difficult, was not impossible to achieve and that, given the will and 
the drive, he felt confident that it would not be long before the 
Muslim League as a political organisation of the Muslims would start 
functioning in the province. After giving us instructions, he bade us 
godspeed in our undertaking and assured us that he would be available 
tor advice and assistance whenever we needed it and that he w~ould 
go to any place to which he was summoned to render the help that 
was required of him. 


Before I pass on from the Lahore meeting of the All-India Muslim 
League Parliamentary Board, I shall record an incident which both 
surprised and hurt me to the quick. 

In the course of the Parliamentary Board meeting several 
speeches were delivered in keeping with our tradition and weakness for 
speech-making. On the first day, I remember Mufti Kifayatullah and 
Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani supporting Mr. Jinnah and welcom¬ 
ing his move to bring the Muslim League into the arena of live 
politics, but on the last day, one of these two men of learning put 
forth the suggestion that to ensure the success of the League as a party 
at t e polls, effective and relentless propaganda would be necessary and 
oi tiat purpose, Deobund would place its machinery at the League’s 
isposa on condition that the cost of the propaganda be borne by the 
eague. To start with, it was estimated that Rs. ^o,ooo would be 
necessary. The League had not, of course, fifty coppers in its coffers. 

e resident and Secretary, both honorary, carried their offices in 
their respective portmanteaux 


than most of us present So tf P“ ltlon of ‘he League belt, 
response to ,h.• P , S ° the > must have expected the obvious 

such funds wI Tf, ' Mr ' Jinnah had to tell them that no 
lunds were avadable nor did he entertain hopes of collecting tin’ 
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amount in the immediate future. He appealed to all m , 


How true his words were was proven in later years when he 
succeeded m making the Muslims the third power in the land, the 
British and the Hindus being the other two. The peoples' response 
to his appeals for funds m later days was always prompt and generous. 

oney poured in from two annas to lacs from all corners of the 
countiy. But, as I have said, this was in later years. In June 1936, 
however, the Muslim League had no funds and Mr. Jinnah could not, 
therefore, accept the offer of the maulanas to place the propaganda 
machinery of the Deobund Seminary at his disposal on condition of 
financial support . 


The maulanas appeared disappointed. They drifted in the direc¬ 
tion ol the Hindu Congress and conducted propaganda for the 
Congress Party which, of course, could meet their financial de¬ 
mands. This was a bitter shock to me as I did not expect men 
learned in religion to become obstacles in the way of Muslims who 
were struggling for their national freedom. I could never dream 
that such venerable gentlemen could place personal and parochial 
interests before those of the nation. 


Mr. Jinnah, after the Lahore meeting, became very active and 
worked hard. He toured the provinces. He not only set up Boards 
where they did not exist but gave life and impetus to the Boards 
which had started to function. 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and I, on our way back from Lahore, 
were happy that we responded to the call of Mr. Jinnah and were 
grateful that both our time and money were well spent. We were 
overjoyed to find that Muslim top leadership was awakening to the 
need of re-organising the All-India Muslim League and of organising 
the masses for the struggle that lay ahead and appeared to be un¬ 
avoidable. On the day of our arrival at Calcutta, we met Nooruddin 
and our other colleagues of the New Muslim Majlis. We reporte 
what had happened at the meeting and also advised them o our 
private interview with Mr. Jinnah. After some discussion, it 
was agreed that we should work for the establishment of r * nc 
of the Muslim League in the provinces because without a sing e an 
united All-India Party, it would become difficult, if not impossn e, 
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,. » < u„ir nolitical destiny. So, with the fervour 

for the Muslims to achieve their pout j 

o( converts wc started work first m Calcutta. 

.1 • fh^t nolitical activity and rivalry of the tw 0 

It was at this time tha^ P a nd the Krishak Praja Party 

parties, namely the nite u. , Con f er ence of the United 

was reaching a high pit h. Anail ^ It was held at 

Musfin, H * o- ^ was t0 |ast three day , A 
the Town Hall on August 9, 93 prov ince were to attend 

large number of delegates from all P declared a 

U mneared that if the Conference were held and was declared a 

LTess not only by the organisers but also by honest observers, the 
United Muslin, Party would gain a flying start m the race for sup¬ 
remacy in the province and would attain such a post ton o s en gt 
that it would be difficult, if not impossible, to negotiate with 
it and bring it down to earth to see reason. Therefore, something 
had to be done soon if the position had to be kept fluid. 


On the morning of the Conference, which was to start in the 
afternoon, Nooruddin and I evolved a plan and with it went to 
A.K. Fazlul Hacj’s house in Jhawtolla Road. Fortunately for us, he 
was not surrounded by dozens of men and students. Only two of 
his nephews, the Morshed brothers, were there at the time. We told 
him of the meeting which was to commence in the afternoon and 
assured him that if all went well as expected by the organisers, he 
would be left on a limb and would not be able to make headway 

J 

during the coming elections, because the following which the United 
Muslim Party would have would be big and the money they would 
accumulate for organising and contesting the elections in the province 
would run into several lacs of rupees. Having heard us with patience 
and nodding his head on and off, he asked what should be done to 
prevent this from happening. He was told that to our thinking the 
matter appeared simple if he would agree to our plan. On being 
questioned as to what it was, we unfolded it as under: 


.. As ' he time was 5hort between 11 a.m. and 3 p. m . he should 
ference^ri-h^'T SU PP° r *f rs °* his as he could and attend the Con- 

dozens of flJeThm tke 1 ^ ^ ^ int ° the ^ 't 

and at the simp ‘ kls entl y as unostentatious as possible 

themselves in th^Haff^h t !° llowers do ]i kewise and scatter 

ings opened after tVw* - sk ° u< ^ s ' t s *l en tly until the proceed- 

remarks of the President^ri! ° f ^ - H ° ly Quran and the °P enl ^ 
ended. Thereafter he sh n 6 meetln g> the Nawab of Dacca, had 

the line that these big men hfd^ u P ^ try t0 make a s P eech ° n 

t( gathered to grab power, privilege^ 
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and patronage of office and leave out sincere and long-time 
servants of the people like him, thereby creating a rift in Muslim ranks 
when unity was so essential for success in the elections. He said that 
they would not allow him to speak. He was assured that that would 
be the case; that was what we hoped would happen. “The moment 
there are shouts of 4 sit down* or ‘who are you , you are not invited , 
‘you do not belong to this Party’, etc., etc., you should not sit down 
but continue your speech and we and your followers would 
immediately launch a counter-offensive of shouting down the shouters. 
Pandemonium is bound to result which may even cause the ad¬ 
journment, if not the breaking up of the Conference on its very 
first day”. 

Fazlul Haq appreciated that our proposal was a gamble but on 
thinking it over and on the advice of his nephews who were both fiery 
and enthusiastic young men, he accepted the plan and set to work 
through his lads to collect some of his trusted men and to order them 
to go to the Town Hall. Nooruddin and I along with some of our 
New Muslim Majlis colleagues went to the Town Hall on the invita¬ 
tion of the organisers and took our seats not on the dais but a litt e 
further away from it. Fazlul Haq was already there with his staunch 
supporters. They were sitting like disciplined school-boys in the 
fairly large gathering which had assembled. 

According to programme, the meeting started with recitation 
from the Holy Quran and the Chairman of the Meeting rose to make 
his introductory remarks of welcome to the delegates and to explain 
the purpose of the Conference. Immediately thereafter, Fazlul Haq 
stood up and started to address the meeting. As expected, shouts 
from the dais were first heard calling upon him to sit down and to 
shut up. The more he was reprimanded, the more he insisted on 
speaking at the top of his voice. Reprimands became general with 
thundering shouts. Then Fazlul Haq’s smaller but equally vociferous 
army went into action demanding that they had no right to treat the 
veteran leader and servant of Muslim Bengal in such a fashion and 
that he had every right to address the gathering. These shouts and 
counter-shouts made the conduct of serious business impossible. At 
the moment when there was a slight lull Nooruddin and 1 stood up 
and shouted that we be given a very brief hearing. I still cannot 
fathom why permission was given to us because we were not 
even members of the United Muslim Party but were viewed 
w ith sympathy by the High Command of the Party. Appea 
for silence was made and I addressed the gathering with woids 
to this effect: 
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That what had happened in the Town Hall was most regret, 
table; that instead of meeting and thrashing out differences there shoul ( ] 
he such an open conflict between Muslims on the eve of the elections 
and that as a dispute had unfortunately arisen, it was necessary that 
it be resolved and for the puqaose I would suggest that a neutral 
person of national status, namely Mr. Mohammed AJi Jin^ 
President of the All-India Muslim League, be invited to Calcutta 
immediately. 


Fazlul Haq readily accepted the proposal and thereby forced 
the United Muslim Party to follow suit. If they did not, they would 
have lost prestige not only among their own followers but also 
among the Muslims in the province and elsewhere. Hurried con¬ 
sultations in whispering tones took place on the dais between the top 
leaders and within a minute or so the Chairman of the meeting stood 
up and announced his acceptance of the proposal. It was agreed 
that Mr. Jinnah would meet Mr. Fazlul Haq of the Krishak Praja 
Party and the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, leader of the United Muslim 
Party, and in consultation with both, draw up an agreed programme 
which would be of maximum benefit to the Muslims of Bengal. 
That was the end to the meeting and to the proclaimed three-day 
Conference which did not last much more than an hour! The large 
crowd, which had gathered, moved out of the Town Hall, and many 
of those w'ho had come from the districts for a three-day stay left 
for their homes by the night train. 


For us, our plan had worked and we were thankful to 
Providence for it. We rushed back to my house and immediately 
drafted a telegram to Mr. Jinnah at Bombay explaining to him what 
had happened in the afternoon in the Town Hall and demanding 
that he should, on receipt of the telegram, make prompt arrange¬ 
ments to leave for Calcutta. We had not forgotten his promise in 
Lahore that he would be available at short notice anywhere to serve 
the cause of the League. The next morning we received his reply 
that he was leaving by the Mail and would be reaching Calcutta on 
August 17. The only persons who went to receive Mr." Jinnah at the 
Howrah Station platlorm were my elder brother, Mirza Ahmad 
Ispahani, Khw^aja Nooruddin and I. How different w^as this spectacle 
rom w hat became the rule sometime later when the approaches to 
^ tat * on both from the bridge and Howrah town side and 
e w o e station itself became a mass of seething humanity, sonic* 
s an our eloie the scheduled time of Mohammed Ali Jinnah s 

cZi ttre”- Wrah ' WC b,m 'g ht him - *** at 5 ' 
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We saw the iron red hot and we struck. We announced the 
i response of Mr. Jinnah to the invitation of the leaders of the 
linked Muslim Party to visit Bengal and to use his best endeavour 
. brine about peace, understanding and unity in the divided ranks 
r S i, Benoal and to bring the United Muslim Party and the 
Krishak Praia under the banner of the All-India Muslim League. We 
I announced that he was staying at f, Camac Street, where adequate 
1 rsn dements had been made to receive individuals and delegations 
who desired to call on, or to discuss matters with Mr. Jinnah The talks 
commenced the next day, the previous evening having been taken 
up with our briefing him on the latest political situation in the 
province and in telling him of the many stresses and * 

cnees under which Muslim Bengal had creaked so long. Oi course, 
he knew our past history much belter than we youngsters did. It was 
decided also that I should become his A.D.C.-cum-Private ecre ary 
and attend to his appointments and conference arrangements. 


For several days the talks went on, first with one group and then 
with the other, coVering the same beaten track over and over again. 
First Mr. Jinnah tried hard to get the two Parties to unite and come 
under the All-India Muslim League’s common banner. He tailed 
because each did not want the other and, what was more, each 
distrusted the other. When he confessed failure on this approach, he 
busied himself in trying to win one of the two Parties to the side ot 
the All-India Muslim League, to join hands with it and put up candi¬ 
dates in the coming elections on the Muslim League ticket. The 
negotiations which went on and the masterly part Mr. Jinnah played 
in first pressuring the one and next the other Party will not be for¬ 
gotten by me, an eye witness to all that happened in the three rooms 
on the ground floor of Camac Street. Each Party’s leadership 
appeared overawed by the personality of Mr. Jinnah. Each Party’s 
yielding of ground gave Mr. Jinnah added strength and courage to 
strike a harder bargain with the other. He conducted the negotiations 
with such brilliance and skill that after some days the leaders of 
Muslim Bengal were in a state of daze and stupor. They had been 
reduced to a stage where they did not know whether they were 
going or coming! Mr. Jinnah was out to unite Muslim Bengal under 
the banner of the All-India Muslim League so that it could face the 
Hindus with confidence and secure its full rights. 


By the third day’s morning, it appeared that Fazlul Haq s Party 
would accept the proposal to merge with the Muslim League. And 
it would have so happened had it not been for some ol the extremist 
and young elements in his camp who demanded certain safeguards 
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and the adoption of lines of policy which Mr. Jinnah could not 
accept or commit himself to in advance. But outs.de the conference 
room word spread in the United Muslim Party s camp that agree- 
ment between Fazlul Haq and Mr. Jinnah was a matter of touch and 
go. The architects of the United Muslim Party then deeded to ,o in 
the Muslim League, much to the bitter disappomlmcnt of the Fazlul 
Haq group who were out-manoeuvred at the last moment. 

The United Muslim Party accepted unconditionally that: 


(a) It would go into voluntary liquidation. 

(b) Its members would join the All-India Muslim League. 

(c) The Muslim League in Bengal would put up candidates in 
Bengal on its own ticket. 

Almost simultaneously, we of the New Muslim Alajlis officially 
announced the dissolution of our Party and joined the Muslim 
League unconditionally. There could not have been a greater 
achievement at the time for the President or for the Muslim League. 


Mr. Fazlul Haq’s Nikhil Bangla Krishak Praja Samity had lost in 
the bargain because the young and extremist elements in his group 
wanted to capture the League on their own terms and did not realise 
that Mr. Jinnah was too seasoned a politician and too hard a nut to 
crack. As soon as the United Muslim Party capitulated, Mr. Haq felt 
that he was left out in the cold and blamed the younger and hot¬ 
headed elements in his Party for his predicament. However, on being 
further persuaded and pressed by Mr. Jinnah, he eventually agreed 
that: 


(a) The Krishak Praja too would wind up its organisation and 
political activity and join and organise the Muslim League along with 
the United Muslim Party and the New Aluslim Majlis. 

(b) Mr. Jinnah would set up a Parliamentary Board which 
would run the future elections on behalf of the All-India Mush' 11 
League. 

Ihe Parliamentary Board was duly constituted by Mr. Jinnnh 
on the basis of equality of representation of the United Muslim P^ 
aru th( Kiishak Praja Party with a certain number outside the t"' 1 
paities nominated by himself. 
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"We Musalmans believe in one God, one book, the Holy Quran- 
one Prophet. So we must stand united as one nation/’ 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Peshawar 
April 17, 1948. 
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The following represented the United Muslim Party on the 
Board : 

Nawab Khvvaja Habibullah of Dacca 

Khwaja Nazimuddin 

Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 

Maulana Mohamed Akram Khan 

Maulana Abdullah-el-Baki 

Sir A. F. Rahman 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 

Khwaja Shahabuddin 

The Krishak Praja’s representatives, among others were: 

Mr. A. K. Fazlul Haq 
Mr. Nausher Ali 
Mr. Hasan Ali of Bogra 
Mr. Syed Badruddoja 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed 


Mr. Jinnah’s nominees were: 


Mr. Mirza Ahmad Ispahani 
Mr. K. Nooruddin 
Mr. Aziz Ansari 
Mr. A. R. Siddiqi 
Mr. Abdullah Gangee 
Mr. Sikander Dehlavi 
Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani 

The formation of the Parliamentary Board was the eventual 

outcome of the agreement reached by the various groups of Muslims 
in Bengal. r 


main^-ff 6 ^ fSt nieet * n £ ^e Parliamentary Board so constituted, 

outtes nCe Th f 0pi " iCm 'TT Mr> FizKl1 Ha S’ s S rou P 

drafted Mr H 1S j CC . u . rred whcn the electlon platform was being 

follow-' Haq and hlS extremist coterie wanted to include the 

lowing points in the manifesto • 


) That zamindari be abolished without compensation. 

) That theie be in the province of Bengal universal free 
primary education, without taxation. 
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to both these measures as they stood, 
We, who were oppose ^ fzam j n dari was concerned, we were 

argued that so far as the abo i' h t paym ent of compensation 

ill agreement but to abolish it wit J of an atheis( 

would be against Islam an ^ h ®|d that although we were as 

As for free primary e ‘ luca ’ „ t o have free primary educa- 

anxious as Mr. bazlu ac l use t he provincial budget could not 
tion, we could not do so because ^ # ^ , £vy be ^ 

to' provide The*^ funds for free primary education. 

Our counter proposals which 

were not acceptable to Mr ^ 8 ^ P solidarit y which Mr. 

t u PV wer e not vote-catching. lneieiore, uic J 

jinnah proposed to establish through a common Parhamentary BoaM 
came to nought before the general elections. Mr. Haq, he was 
accustomed, "resorted to the press to justify his position. s is 
statements had some inaccuracies, I was compelled to deal with them 
through the same medium. The statement published in the Star oj 
India, Calcutta, dated September 3, 1936, contained the following 

lines: 

“Again, Mr. Fazlul Haq’s complaint of having been slighted by not 
being even consulted as to which day would be suitable to him and to his 
Party for the first meeting of the Muslim League Parliamentary Board ol 
Bengal, here too Mr. Fazlul Haq is incorrect and his charge cannot be 
maintained. No particular individual or party wtis responsible for the 
fixing of the date of the first meeting of the Board. Mr. Jinnah suggested 
that no more time should be lost and the first meeting of the Board should 
be called in three days, by when, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed (Mr. Fazlul Haq’s 
Party man) would send in the names of the Bengal Krishak Samity’s represen¬ 
tatives. It was the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and some of us who suggested 
that a later day w r ould be better as it w'ould give the Samity more time to 
meet and to select their representatives. Mr. jinnah agreed, and September 6 
was unanimously agreed upon as the date of the meeting. While Mr. 
Fazlul Haq feels that it would be dangerous for him to challenge the necessity 
or laving a singe Muslim political organisation in Bengal, he threatens, 

g ° t0 ! he ? 0ard for of appearance and then to 

to himself ' H lT l^k^ f f r l ° tbose wbo have joined the Board nor 

Muslim League; 6 Parliam^pUrv'^Board conch f° m before S ivin S * e 

v uan tary Boaid an honest trial. The Board, as it is 


constituted today, represents more than 


one party and no single party enjoys a 


<>ther T W " ^ together to work 

be and shall be achieved at’all'c w <he MUSl , i T’ S ° f Ben S al J,,J this 

petty jealousies and suspicions 6 mUSt ? W ° rk “ a team and bury 

‘I have restricted mvself t n ,i, 

entering into any controversy 7* na y ration of r ^cts and 1 have avoided 

Haq. Having entered the Board 11 °^ r P oints raise( i by Mr. l : .ulul 

I claim that the issuing of controversial 
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statements to the public must cease and differences of opinion amongst 

its members, if any, must be brought to the proper forum for solution and 

decision.” 

Mr. Fazlul Haq’s Praja Party decided to contest the elections on 
its own ticket. The Muslim League Party also contested the general 
elections and emerged as the largest Muslim Party in the Bengal 
Legislature, capturing 40 seats out of the 119 reserved for Muslims. 
Mi\ Fazlul Haq’s Party secured 38 seats. The Legislature of 1937 
contained a substantial group of independents most of whom later 
joined the Muslim League. Notwithstanding its strength, the Muslim 
League in its anxiety to maintain solidarity, offered the Prime 
Ministership of Bengal to Mr. Fazlul Haq who accepted the offer and 
brought with him a section of his more “moderate” Praja followers. 
Thus, after a very long time, the Muslims regained political power 
in the Bengal which their forbears had once ruled. But, as historians 
must have recorded, in 1941 Mr. Fazlul Haq betrayed the Muslim 
League and joined hands with Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose of the 
Congress Party and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee, leader of the 
Hindu Mahasabha. He, the Nawab of Dacca and some others 
walked into the enemy’s camp, taking with them a large number of 
our Party followers to support the newly formed coalition govern¬ 
ment of Mr. Fazlul Haq and the Hindus, for the sake of loaves and 
fishes which such support brought them. 

It was then that we found that the hard core of the Muslim 
League in Bengal consisted of only 3 5 members! The rest who mas¬ 
queraded as Muslim Leaguers were just Muslim Leaguers to suit their 
own interests and not to follow, as in a decent society, the dictates of 
their conscience. This Hindu-supported and Hindu-sponsored coalition 
did not last very long because the Muslim League being in opposition 
and working night and day to regain power, made life impossible 
for Mr. Fazlul Haq and his Muslim colleagues in Calcutta and in the 
province. And the Muslim League remounted its steed and galloped 
all the way through without any serious opposition until the 194^ 
elections when it literally crushed the opposition and totally annihilate 
the floating element in the Legislature which had made it a norma 
practice to sell its votes to the highest bidder. 

There had been some sort of understanding between the 
Congress and Muslim League candidates to lend moral support to 
each other because the Congress had no chance in Muslim consti 
encies and was not very sure of capturing a big majority o en 
Seats. In his speeches during the election campaign, 1 • J n , 
repeatedly expressed sentiments of goodwill towards the ongiess an 
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„ 11 ration between the Leag Ue 

emphasised the need for ^^^^ech he said: “Ours is not 
and the Congress. For instance, w hich carries the olive 

a hostile movement. Ouis i wim t o co-operate, we ar e 

branch to every community. ‘ Qr ups> provided their ideals, 

willing to coalesce with an) g P ° as ours ” 2 . There was, how- 
their objects are approximately ttitude as soon as the election 

ever, a sudden change in the succe ss at the polls had an 

results were known. The une p menta l balance. They 

upsetting effect on the on S 1 ^ t | ie other parties in the 

spurned the idea of co ‘°P^ r ^ 1 f l ec lared in a militant tone that 

to line up C There is a third party in the country and that ,s the 
Muslims. We are not going to be dictated to y any o ) • 


Instead of following the straight and only honourable course 
of forming coalition cabinets with the Muslim League on the basis of 
an aareed programme, there being many common points in the 
programmes of the two parties, the Congress proceeded to win over 
individual Muslim Leaguers by holding out allurements of office and 
thus demoralising and disrupting the ranks of the League. In the 
Central Provinces, Bihar, Bombay and Madras, the Congress 
enticed a stray Muslim Leaguer or independent Muslim member 
to sign the Congress pledge in exchange for a Ministership or a 
Parliamentary Secretaryship. 


For various reasons, the League in the United Provinces occupied 
a pivotal position. The Congress made a special effort to create a 
situation designed to bring about the merger of the Muslim League 
Party in the Congress Party because it was thought that such a 
consummation would deal a serious, if not a death blow, to the 
League s existence as an All-India organisation. I would, therefore, 
describe the Congress machinations in the U.P. at some length. 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in his book “India Wins Freedom 

leader^f^] 0011 ^ °p ^ ne § otiations with Chaudhri Khaliquzzaniai 
leader of the Muslim League Party in the U.P. Assembly, whic 


Quoted in K.B. Sayeed’s Pakistan the Formative Phase 
Sayeed. Pakistan the Formative Phase. 
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creates the impression that no question of policy or principle was 
involved and it was only a question of accommodating one or two 
Muslim Leaguers in the Cabinet. The Congress wanted to include 
two Muslims in the UP Ministry to give it the semblance of a 
“national” Cabinet, but it was faced with a difficulty. No Muslim 
had been elected to the UP Assembly on the Congress ticket. 
Before the Assembly could be called to meet for its first session, a 
Muslim League member, Thakur Asghar Ali Khan, elected from 
Bahraich district, died. It was a safe seat for the League. It was 
generally expected that the UP Muslim League Parliamentary Board 
would put up a candidate in the by-election. Mr. Jinnah had, in a 
statement, declared : ‘‘We have decided to contest the seat which was 
won by the Muslim League at Bahraich. The member who won the 
seat, I sorrowfully have to say, is no more with us. So we have to 
capture the seat again. The Congress, I believe, is going to contest 
this seat. It will be a great mistake on the part of the Congress to do 
so. . . . ” 4 Mr. Jinnah’s statement was unambiguous but it is regret¬ 
table that his directive was not followed and a Muslim League seat was 
lost to the Congress as a result. No League candidate was put up 
and a Congress leader named Mr. Rah Ahmad Kidwai was allowed to 
be elected unopposed. In his book‘‘India Wins Freedom—the Other 
Side” (Page 88) Mr. Abdul Wahid Khan, a protege of Chaudhri 
Khaliquzzaman, testifies that ‘‘he (Kidwai) too had won the seat in a 
by-election through the support of Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman . 

The Congress, through Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, approached 
the leader of the UP Muslim League Parliamentary Party, Chaudhri 
Khaliquzzaman, over the head of the President of the All-India Muslim 
League, Mr. Jinnah, knowing that the League at the time was not a 
well-knit and strong organisation. The parleys were conducted in a 
manner which made it clear that the Congress’s intention was to 
seduce Muslim Leaguers by offering baits of office and thereby kill 
the Muslim League Party. These developments were causing serious 
concern in Muslim League circles as is evident from the following 
statement issued by Syed Mohammed Husain of Allahabad, a promi¬ 
nent Muslim League leader in UP and member of the Council of State: 
‘What a dreadful plot against both the Muslim League and Mr. Jinnah ! 
Mr. Jinnah becomes convinced that nothing can be done to the 
advantage of the Muslim community unless the Muslims of different 
shades of opinion are brought under one strong and progressive organi¬ 
sation, that is the Muslim League. His desire was to ask those who 


4 M. H. Saiyid: Mohammed Ali Jinnah (a political study). 
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QAID-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 

j i fo darken their pace and to make those who 

were going unduly fast to slacken the , P $t so that the whole 

were hardly a vancing ° *J“' , He worked very hard for it and, 
community should advance togethe . ^ h J succeeded to a 

inspite of good many handicap d 1 ^ {he more advanced 

great extent. He was naturally inclined • ij i ,- 

section and, in his zeal to secure their co-operation, he yielded to 
them on more than one occasion. They however, accepted the 

principle of consolidating the Muslims of aM sch ° ols ° f thou 8 ht 
under the banner of the Muslim League and gave Mr. J.nnah an under- 

taking to that effect. 


“Mr. Jinnah placed confidence in them and asked them to go 
ahead. Alas, his confidence was misplaced and how some of them 
betrayed him, at least, in UP. His idea was to organize the Muslims 
to stand against the Congress which had entirely ignored the existence 
of Muslims in India except for the purpose of exploiting and had 
become too arrogant and anti-Muslim. Yet Mr. Jinnah wanted the 
Muslims to become strong enough to advance side by side with any pro¬ 
gressive group. It was in the name of the Muslim League and Mr. Jinnah 
that the candidates went about canvassing for votes and preaching 
Mr. Jinnah’s principles of organisation of Muslims and succeeded in 
the elections. 


f 




“But what they did and are doing after their success in the 
election does no credit to the Congressite Muslims. The hands of 
the Congress are not invisible in the UP Parliamentary Board and, 
although some had their own suspicions, they pursued the policy of 
wait and see’ and allowed the election to be over. Immediately the 
elections finished and the Congress was returned with a majority, its 

hands became very prominent in the activities of the UP Parliamentary 
Board. ’ ’ 


ru jl^ ^°^ amme( ^ Husain narrated the circumstances in which 
Lhaudhri Khaliquzzaman got himself nominated as the leader of the 

swallow^ "’ a r n he bi , tterest P' 11 that ‘he whole gathering had to 
candidate The ,1 fo i l ° wed the decision not to oppose the Congress 
the Let,e n ^ e f Bahrai f L consti tuency. He added: “The policy of 

Khaliqufzamantolv'°n r o’Inh Ref T m r n ? ^ " ght W Chaudhr ‘ 

when the Raia of c J- 115 '"dividual capacity? In the same way, 

Of acceding mav ““P** 3 P° rtfo1 ^ a ' thou gh the manner 
condemnation. The IP™ ,*° Criticism - Mr. KhaliauzLnan joins in 
°f opinion has been " conso,1 dating the Muslims of all shades 

LeagUe Parliamentar y hoar™ 


I 
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“The only weapon that you have to forge and the sooner you forge 
the hotter—is to create your own strength, your own power so that 
you can face any danger, any power, any opponent, any enemy singly 

or combined.” 


Qaid-e-Azam: Presidential Address, 
Madras, April, i 94 1. 
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“The invitation to the All-India Muslim League to hold its 
session at Lucknow, which the Muslim League had accepted, has 
disowned or, at least, cancelled. The design was pre-arranged 

4 A A - A A- » l\ f\ t t I % « -v. I ^ • a 1- ^ I I — * A • 


been U13WM*— -~' ' o i 

ind the idea was to stop the Muslim League from holding its session 
where in the near future so that the Congress may be able to steal 
, - the League.” 5 


any 

a march 


over 


In conclusion Syed Mohammed Husain warned his co-religionists 
not to fall into the Congress trap and to rally around Mr. Jinnah. 


Mr. Jinnah took serious notice of the matter and issued a press 
statement warning against the consequences of such subterfuges: 
“I understand that there is a move to invite to the meeting of members 
of the Congress to be held on May i and May 3 ) some Muslim members 
who have been elected to the United Provinces Legislative Assembly 
on the Muslim League ticket and also a conference is going to be 
convened at Allahabad. 1 am entirely in the dark as to what the object 
of this move is. But 1 want to make it clear that it will be useless 
for any individual or individuals to effectively carry the Muslims 
behind them if any settlement is arrived at with a particular group or 
even for the matter of that the whole of the province. 


“I say it is a pity that these roundabout efforts are made. The 
only object of it can be to create some differences between the 
Muslims. It is no use dealing with those men who are in and out of 
the Congress and the Muslim League at one time with one and at 
another time with the other, as it suits them. I am sure that the 
Muslims of the United Provinces will not betray the Muslims of 
India and therefore any effort to settle by individuals which may be 
advantageous to them for the time being will not carry us anywhere. 

“I have been promised by Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman, leader of 
the Muslim League Party in UP Legislature, that he will let me 
know what the situation is in the United Provinces. I ha\e sent him 
reminders and I am waiting to hear from him for the last three wee s. 
I cannot understand the mystery of his silence. I only trust that he wi 
not enter into any commitment which may be repudiated not on ) 
by the Muslims of his province but the Muslims of India. 

“The method ot dealing with individuals or groups can only result 
in isolating and dividing the Muslims group by group or pro\ince 
by province and in destroying the united front. fl 


f The Pioneer, Lucknow, dated April 2i, 1937. 

6 Times oj India, Bombay, dated April 26, 1937. 
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All ifnhm Azad and Jaw^harlal Nehru larmuuitcu trr m , 
and condition^ for including Muslim League members in .he Cabl„ n j 

which were: 

, , in the UP Legislature shall cea«„ 

(i) The Muslim League group m 

to function as a separate group. Ill 

„v The existing members of the Muslim League Party i„ t)le j 
UP Assembly shall become part of the Congress Party and will full, | 
share membership of the Party. They will hkevv.se be subject to 
control and discipline of the Congress Party m an equal measure with i 
other members and the decision of the Congress Party as regards work 
in the Legislature and general behaviour of its members shall be 
binding on them. All matters shall he decided by a majority vote of j 
the Party, each member having one vote. 

(3) The policy laid down by the Congress Working Committee j 
for their members in the Legislatures along with the instructions issued 
by the competent Congress bodies pertaining to their an 01k in such 
legislatures shall be faithfully carried out by all members of the 
Congress Party including these members. 

(4) The Muslim League Parliamentary Board in the UP will 
be dissolved and no candidate will thereafter be set up by the said ^ 
Board at any by-election. All members of the Party shall actively 
support any candidate that may be nominated by the Congress to 
fill a vacancy 1 hereafter. 

(rf All members of the Congress Party shall abide by the rules of 
the Congress Party and offer their full co-operation with a view to 
promoting the interest and prestige of the Congress. 

(6) In the event of the Congress Party deciding on resignation 
from the Ministry and the Legislature, the members of the aforemen¬ 
tioned group shall be bound by that decision. 

Mani TheS Ak e iT i Were . conve >' ed to Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman by | 

hooed n th.^ i U f rk m AZad WUh 3 n0te " ^ted: “It ** 
nroun of men ^ a 8 reed t0 and the Muslim League 

group ° ou d ir !° Con g ress Part y as fu “ members, d* 

the Provincial Cabinet^T ** 3 Separate g rou P- ln the formation j 1 
have representatives” A WaS COnsidered P^per that they shouU 


Reginald Coupland: lndi 


a a Restatement. 
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It is indeed amazing as to how the Congress leaders had the eff- 

[ rontery to put forward such terms and conditions which no self- 
respecting party could ever entertain. However, Abdul Wahid Khan 
w ho in his book “India Wins Freedom—the Other Side” (Page 8ij 
claims to have first-hand knowledge of the Azad-Khaliquzzaman 
negotiations, remarks: They (The UP League leaders) were willing 
to be subject to Congress discipline in the matter of economic pro¬ 
gramme and to resign from the government in case the Congress 
decided to resign. They were also prepared not to contest any 
by-election in opposition to Congress Muslim candidates. That 
would have amounted to the virtual dissolution of the (League) 
Parliamentary Board.” It must be noted that Nawab Mohammad 
Ismail Khan, President, UP Provincial Muslim League, was not a 
party to these negotiations and was strongly opposed to these terms 
and conditions. Muslim public opinion by this time had become 
vocal and assertive and the note of warning sounded by Mr. Jinnah 
in the statement quoted earlier averted the danger of merger of 
the UP Muslim League Parliamentary Party in the Congress. 
The Azad-Khaliquzzaman parleys fell through and the Muslim League 
was saved from the sinister designs of the Congress and the Muslims 
of India from a catastrophe from which there would not have been 
an easy recovery. On that occasion, Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman had 
led us almost to the brink of disaster and our national hero and 
leader, Mr. Jinnah, saved us. 

The Congress High Command adopted a similar attitude towards 
the Muslim League in Bombay. According to the testimony of Mr. 
Kanji Dawarkadas, a prominent Hindu leader of Bombay: Kher, 
the Chief Minister-designate, before forming the Ministry, saw 
Jinnah. He requested Jinnah to give him two members of his Muslim 
League to join in the Ministry. Jinnah readily agreed and offered his 
and the Muslim League’s fullest co-operation to the Congress Ministry. 
But what happened? Kher told me the whole story and later Jinnah 
confirmed it. The High Command, Sardar Patel in particular, took 
Kher to task for having approached Jinnah. The High Command wanted 
no truck with Jinnah. So, Kher’s request for the two Muslim Leaguers 
in the Ministry was turned into a demand by the Congress that the 
Muslim Leaguers must resign from the Muslim League and join 
the Congress and then only would they be taken as Ministers. T is 
was a humiliating condition for the Muslim League to accept. Jinn 
rightly resented it. He, therefore, summarily rejected the Congress 
suggestion. He wanted to co-operate with the Congress Ministiy ut 
not by liquidating and sabotaging his own party. 8 

Dwarkadas: India’s Fight for Freedom, Bombay 1966. 
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^ , Cong- '~‘“f ?' “» 

„ « not. 

,t their impcrto «l| . As soon ^ ^ they ignore 

y 'unity' by «' e t0 terms «f a ^ wakened nation> even 

re strong enoug forgetting l,1 ‘ uppre ssed and enslaved 

I slighted the Muslim-,^ S not be supp ^ ^ Mf Dwarka 

(llg h numenct J the ballot bo *° /| ac k of political foresight 

T'klv recognise- "This arroga "^" the next ten years, 

ln, ° ‘" d 

Iminating at last m tne 
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“1 am no believer in the mission of making the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. The task is difficult, of course, but you must make earnest 
effort to promote the interests of the masses without necessarily dis- 
turbing the equilibrium in the bargain. 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at a dinner 
party given by the late Mr. Ghulam 
Husain Hidayatullah at Karachi August 
9> I947- ! 
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when prime Minister Mohamed Ali Bogra’s Cabinet accepted 
t'he new coat of arms, which uptil today remains the Government’s 
new emblem- 

THE CAPITAL OF PAKISTAN 


After some days of discussion on where the Pakistan capital 
should be established and after careful consideration of the 
advantages and disadvantages of the cities, including Lahore, Peshawar, 
Rawalpindi, Quetta and Karachi, it was agreed by the Qaid-e-Azam 
and his Working Committee that the best suited city was Lahore but 
as it was too close to the Indian border and was, at the time, function¬ 
ing as the capital of the province of the Punjab, it would not be a 
suitable choice. Rawalpindi and its surrounding areas were ruled 
out because British investigations, carried out thoroughly and at a 
heavy cost, revealed that there was inadequacy of water to support 
any expansion of reasonable dimensions in the area. Hyderabad, 
Peshawar and Quetta were not too seriously considered. 


The consensus of opinion led by the Qaid was that Karachi was 
best suited for the honour but there was a stumbling block which had 
to be first cleared. The provincial capital of Sind was situated at 
Karachi and Karachi could not, therefore, become the national capital 
at the same time. Mr. Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah the then Chief 
Minister of the province, was sent for and the Qaid and Liaqat All 
Khan discussed the Working Committee’s proposal with him. He was 
told that if he complied with our request to shift t e capita o in 
outside Karachi, say to Hyderabad, the Centre wou m( ^ )V 5 ln P e , 
nently and meet a substantial portion of the cost o ui mgs w ic 
the Government of Sind will incur in building t ie egis atuie, c ° ’ 
other offices and residential quarters for its officers. e 
Minister was sympathetic and accommodating. He agree 
for a year’s time to shift out of Karachi so that adequate time m y 
given for the completion of essential buildings in ) eia a . 

Qaid agreed as he did not consider any city in cst a is . 

suitable for the seat of the Central Government. or some Q f 

a her the Central Government had moved in, tie °y e ™ , j ater 
Sind functioned in the Napier Barracks section o t e ci y 
than the promised date, moved out to Hyderabad, leaving 

capital. 


out 

the 


There was agitation by some politicians of Sind aga' t > on 

Karachi and some adjoining areas for the purpose . . t h e 
national capital. Fears were expressed that it might injure 
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interests of Sind. However, when a deputation of Sindhi lead etl 
called on Qaid-e-Azam at Quetta in this connection, he explained th* 
whole position to them in such a convincing manner, as was hi s 
wont, that they were satisfied. Their fears were set at rest and 
the agitation died. And Karachi remained the capital of Pakistan. 
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HAQ AND SIKANDAR 



L IKE all decent men, the Qaid-e-Azam disliked disloyalty. He 
did not forgive one who was disloyal to the national organisa¬ 
tion and the national cause nor did he ever repose his confidence 
in such a man, however much he may have apparently changed and 
however much the Qaid needed his help in attaining the goal he had 
set for himself. One or two incidents would suffice to illustrate 
this facet of his character, although scores of instances can be cited 
by one who had the privilege of knowing him a little closely. 

He did not forgive Bengal’s A. K. Fazlul Haq, the Nawab o? _ 
Dacca, Sikandar Hayat Khan and Khizr Hayat Tiwana for their 
disloyalty to the organisation and the cause of the Muslims. They 
were treated as suspects and men in whom no reliance could be 
placed. The Bengali Muslim stalwarts had betrayed their own 
people for personal gains and their Punjabi counterparts remained 
faithful servants of the British in recognition of the bounties showered 
by them upon their ancestors. 

Mr. Fazlul Haq was expelled from the Muslim League Working 
Committee in 1941 by the Qaid for letting down the organisation 
in Bengal and joining hands with the Congress and Hindu Mahasabha 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee to bring 
about the downfall of the Muslim League government in Bengal 
which he himself had headed, thereafter emerging as the Chief 
Minister of Bengal accompanied by the group of Muslim patronage- 
seekers and strongly supported by the united and calculating Hindus 
of the Congress and Mahasabha. So far as the Qaid was concerned, 
the war in Bengal was on two fronts—against the Hindus who weie 
determined to deprive the Muslims of their legitimate share in 
power and to retain it with the help of their Muslim puppet (Mr 
Fazlul Haq) and his band and against Mr. Fazlul Haq and the Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca who had been disloyal to the League and had betia>c 
it at a time when Muslims in Bengal were just beginning to stanc on 
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, ,„Hon humiliation and poverty. ri mes 

their feet after years of degrad . wjthjn an( J outside th 

changed again. After , coalition led by Mr. Faz, u , Ha 

Legislature, the hunuli ngjn P way possible by he pow e rf u ] 

and supported fin»nc'»"& Waterloo and Mr. Haq and his followers 
Hindus of Bengal met its ^ Qai(j was concerned, his attitude 

admitted defeat. Vet, so n change . He would not pardon 

towards the fallen betrayers did 
them for their disloyalty. 

, , r |,| on niy files relating to Muslim politics 

I have adequate materia history of the Muslim 

in Bengal from i 93 - But this is not an appropriate 

League between ,,36 -d Partition. ^ myse |f'L V ^ 

place or en ^ el *ng . Qn 0 p a f ew f ac ts concerning Mr. A. K. Fazlul 

Haq'rthVdynamic and unpredictable Muslim figure of Bengal. While 
I do so, I must in fairness to him state that Mr. Fazlul Haq, in spite 
of his frailties and inconsistencies, was very tender-hearted. He was 
always ready to help the poor, especially the needy students. He 
would, at times, help them by borrowing money. Personally, he 
was very considerate to me. Suffice it to say that he was a trouble¬ 
some factor and was, consciously or otherwise, queering the pitch 
of the Muslim League most of the time. In dealing with him, one 
did not know where he stood. He arrogated to himself the privilege 
of changing his mind ten times in as many hours. Consistency 
was not his forte. He could be easily influenced by friends and 
relations. 

Mr. Fazlul Haq filed a suit against Mr. Jinnah in 1942 at Calcutta, / 
w ichhe eventually had to withdraw in 1946 and in September 1946 

the Lea pup Vf ? IStncL ^ ea § ue ^ or Emission as member and signed 

National Defence Council aCCe P te( ^ me mbership of the so-called 
°1 the Muslim League T1 n 1 1 ^ 1 * w ^ich was against the policy 
ten days’ time to resign from ^° r king Committee gave him 

^ the directive but § with H, Defcncc Co ^il. He did comply 

h^lTn ’ a * so resi gned from w* / n res *g n ing from the Defence 

to t h h d c m the “Ration and W ^^ Ua g ue and M the P ositionS 
Ln u ! Secretar y of the All-Ini M te , 0n Se P^mber 8, ,94., a letter 

the WorkirT r™® al *. Sorts of wild US ' m Lea g u e couched in offensi' 1 ' I 
The followi 2 ornmitt ee and Coun a , CC ^ satlons against the President, 
n g portions of the letter 1 ^ A ^' Inc ^ ia Muslim Leagn e ’ 

m particular were most objection' 
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able: (i) “1 maintain that this action of the President was unconstitu¬ 
tional in the highest degree” ; (2) ‘‘The Working Committee endorsed 
the action of the President because they had no other alternative 
before them. If they had refused to ratify the President’s action, ii 
would have amounted to a vote of no-confidence in the President and 
this contingency the Working Committee were not prepared to 
face. It is for this reason that the Working Committee passed 
die resolution, a copy of which you have forwarded to me calling 
upon me to resign unconditionally from the Defence Council”; (3) 
‘‘But before I conclude I wish to record a most emphatic protest 
against the manner in which the interests of the Muslims ol Bengal 
and Punjab are being imperilled by Muslim leaders of the provinces 
where the Muslims are a minority, popularly known among the Muslims 
as minority provinces of India”; (4) ‘‘As a mark of protest against 
the arbitrary use of powers vested in its President, I beg to tender my 
resignation from the membership of the Working Committee and 
the "Council of the All-India Muslim League. Much as I deplore this 
course, I cannot usefully continue to be a member of a body which 
shows scant courtesy to provincial leaders and which arrogates to 
itself the functions which ought to be exercised by the provincial 
executive”; ( { ) “The President of the All-India Muslim League has 
signally failed to discharge the heavy responsibilities of his office in 
a "constitutional and reasonable manner”; (6) In tendering my 
resignation, I should also like to enter the caveat that recent e en 
have forcibly brought home to me that the principles of democracy 
Ld autonomy are b § eing subordinated to the arbitrary wishes of as gU 
individual who seeks torule over the destiny of 33 
in the province of Bengal who occupy the key position in 

Muslim politics”. 

The Working Committee on 27th October 
Mr. Fazlul Haq to withdraw these allegations an . P S this 

having cast these aspersions, within ten days of receipt 

resolution. 

At this time there was an up roar lowest meetings 

vs ~ 

the Muslim League. Ultimately, he a f^All-IndiaMuslim League 
1941 > another letter to the Secretary o reply- ^ h as 

"bich stated: “I regret the delay in “”u!Sr U ai 5 d I did not feel 
been due entirely to the poor state of my « ’ ser j ouS import 

justified in replying to a communication ° No one 
without giving the matter most anxiou 
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, President himself that I have always been , 
knows better than the Pres never hesi tated to carry out i„ 

loyal member of the Leagt ' ^ constitutionally adopted by j t 

mandates, and once a dec. ^ though that decision might no, 

have never hesitated tc,o» J If there were any doubts ,n reg ar j 

personally commend > tse, ‘ from the National Defence Co Uncil 

to tlris point, my resign of fate that> G f a ll those who hav e 

amply proves it. It > s ' ’ the only national organisation of 

given of their best to 1 object of so much misunder- 

Muslim India, I should..-fformed criticism. It appears that portions 
standing and so much feelin g S 0 f the President and some of 

Of my letter have -n the feel, through you my 

my other friend . intention than to hurt the 

feelings' oTo'rto cast aspersions on anyone and I hope that my 
assurance will be accepted and the matter considered as closed . 
The Working Committee, in view of Mr. Fazlul Haq s explanation 
and assurance, decided not to take any further action in the matter. 

However, as events showed, Mr. Fazlul Haq only piofessed 
lip-loyalty to the League. Although he was still a member of the 
Muslim League and was heading a Coalition Ministry of which the 
Muslim League Party was a component part, he began to undermine 
the League’s position. He encouraged the formation of a ‘progres¬ 
sive’ group of a few Muslim members of the Assembly with himself 
as leader while he was still President of the Bengal Provincial Muslim 
League, leader of the Muslim League Party in the Assembly and 
member of the Working Committee and Council of the All-India 
Muslim League. He started a paper called Nava Joog , whose policy 
" as to revile the Muslim League. I was keeping the Qaid-e-Azam 
fully posted with all the developments, particularly Mr. Fazlul Haq’s 

doings. I quote from just one of the letters written by me to the 
Qaid: ] 


Dear Mr. Jinnah: 


ist December, 194 1 


Governor 6 today. 011 ’ ^ Cabinet have tendered their resignation to the 
On Sciturddy our fripnrle 

They gave him an opportumtvV^ out ' iaianoeuvre d by the clever fox, Hoq- 
Md that he could sabot l V**‘ e hs was with the Coalition Party 
He further stated a lot of non Cab,net > while he remained a Minister. 
You niust have read this piffle^ 0 " Su PP orf of a coalition, unity, etc. 

Immediately after ‘ 

,hc Pro S rc «ive Party, sevTal ^ Md tWO meetil '« S °' 

tat, ons with the Bose end Congress 
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groups and yesterday morning he presided over th, 

gressive Coalition Party, i.e. a party composed of H m f etm § of the Pro- 

Forward Bloc, Congress and the Independent Schiduled'cas^ 1 ’^ 
a report was published in the issue of the Amritn ft , ste - Also 

the efTect that some of the Ministers had behaved very disres^ertf t<} 

him in the Cabinet meeting and that he could not nnssfll fu ytowaids 

able^elernents 6 ^ ^ ^ Clbinet was P-gedof'hsAndes'" 


In the afternoon, he realised that this report along with the report 
of his conducting meetings on the quiet would place him in the wrong 
once again and would be construed by the Governor as a breach of faith 
on his part. He came out with a fresh statement which was released to 
the press this morning. In this he stated that the reports were all false 
He thought that by issuing such a statemert he would maintain his position 
and, at the same time, gain valuable time. 


He counted without his host, for we were determined to force the 
issue today as giving of further time was, in our opinion, fatal, because while 
we stuck to our undertaking as gentlemen, Haq went ahead with his mission 
to consolidate his position. 


A meeting of the Cabinet was held today. Haq got the ball rolling. 
He said that he was doing everything in his power to patch up the differences 
and that he had partly succeeded in his effort. He wanted more time to 
complete his job. Our representatives laughed. It was a joke that they 
had all heard before. They replied, “It is out of question’’. He then 
threatened that there was just one alternative and that was resignation of 
the Cabinet. Our fellows jumped to it and said, “Yes, we agree—we 
cannot continue in this fashion”. All wrote out their resignations and 
handed them to the Governor. These have not beet accepted so far but 
it is definite that they will be. The chances are that we may be called 
upon to constitute the new government. Let us see. 


A meeting of the Provincial Working Committee will be held tomorrow 
to take disciplinary action against those members o tie eague w 
joined the Progressive Party. Haq is one of them. 

On the 4 th instant a meeting of the 
be held to consider the present situation in Beng , , o elect 

to be moved against Haq and others who have betrayed J 

a leader in place of Haq. Inshallah, we shall have a m 1 y ^ sha u 

ing and, Inshallah, we shall succeed in t irowing ou Legislature, 

also elect the leader of the Muslim League Party m the Legis 

The fight is on. It will he a life and 
means, is a spent force. He has influence an cru sh the Muslims, 

are almost daily with him. They are our to 1V ‘ t L ere f ore fight twice as 
As I have said before, ou. cause is just and we shall thereto S 

well and twice as bravely..-. 


With kind regards, 






Yours very sincerely, 

hassan 
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Mr. Fazlul Haq then resigned from the rrenn. nl,i|< .,n,| ,| 1( . 

Coalition Ministry broke down. He went .. - ‘‘j 1 

of members of the Assembly to sign.fy support o. h m.t ll by p r „. 

mising loaves and fishes of office. He ev ^ ^ lhc ;^'>' < f 
ioining hands with the inveterate enemies <>l the Muslims r Sliy ama 
Prasad 8 Mukerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, lor the sake ol I,„ mi 
a M nistry and petitioned the Governor to comm.ssion hun 

the Ministry During all these months the Qaid-e-Azam exerc » ei | 
the greatest possible patience and gave a long rope to M,. a/.lul liar, 
to h 8 ang himself with! which he did. A s.tuatmn had now ar,sen „ 
which he laid himself open to disciplinary action In ex, m ol the 
authority vested in him, the Qaid-e-Azam expelled M . I. .lul IIat| 
from the Muslim League for betraying the organ,sa„on. 

The Qaid-e-Azam referred to Fazlul Haq’s betrayal in his charac 
teristic style during a speech at the conference of the AIMndta Muslim 
Students’ Federation at Nagpur in December, 1 94 > • H c sa ' d • 

I make a Christmas gift of Mr. Haq to Lord Linlithgow ! I make another 
New Year’s gift of Nawab of Dacca to the Governor of Bengal. 
I am very glad and I am happy that Muslim India is rid of these men 
who are guilty of the grossest treachery and betrayal of Muslim 

India.” 


The conduct of the Governor in commissioning Mr. Fazlul Haq 
to form the Ministry by questionable means was severely criticised 
by the Qaid-e-Azam at the Bengal Provincial Muslim League Con¬ 
ference at Serajganj on February 15", 1942. He said : “The Governor, 
instead of following the course that has been established by convention 
in the British Parliament to call the leader of the largest single party, 
called a man who had been conspiring even as the head of the 
Government of Bengal, a man who was canvassing for support with 
his hat in hand before being commissioned, an act to my mind highly ; 
improper and derogatory to the honour and prestige of a person 
who claims to be a leader—a man who had actually petitioned the 
Governor to commission him to form a Ministry... .Signatures 
are not obtained, most of them at least, for the mere asking. Promise 
have to be made. Is this not encouraging corrupt practice am° n & 

}°ui Legislators? The Coalition Party having been dissob e ' 

His Excellency should have called the leader of the single larg eSt 
paity which was unquestionably the Muslim League Party. Its le a e *' 

* r . az j™uddin, should have been commissioned first.. • • • * 
azimuddin is a responsible leader with a clean reputation. fl 

e responsible positions long before this Constitution cam e 
operation.. . . As I have said, his record is clean; he is a respond 
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man and .has acquitted himself honourably throughout his career 
It was for Sir Nazimuddin to decide whether he would accept the 
commission to form a Ministry or not. If he made a mistake and 
said to His Excellency ‘Yes, I will’ and had failed to do so or was 
defeated by a vote of no-confidence, it would have been the funeral 
of the League and not the funeral of the Governor.” 1 

Mr. Fazlul Haq, however, was installed in office with an army 
of Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and Whips totalling about 
fifty in a house of two hundred and fifty—an unheard of event in 
parliamentary history. But it was one thing to form a Ministry by 
corruption and machination and quite another to face the public. 
The popular will in Bengal unmistakably asserted itself in two bv- 
elections at Natore and Balurghat in which the Muslim League 
candidates achieved resounding victories over the candidates spon¬ 
sored by the Haq Ministry in spite of all the pressure and intimidation 
that his Government could exercise. By April 1943, Mr. Haq’s 
Ministry was swept out of office by the strength of Muslim Bengal’s 
popular will. 

Immediately after Mr. Haq’s expulsion from the Muslim League 
and all its committees including the All-India Working Committee, 
the Qaid-e-Azam nominated me as a member of his Working 
Committee. The official letter received from him as President of 
the League in this connection is reproduced below: 



10 Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi 

13th December 1941 


Dear Sir, 

I beg to inform you that I 
have appointed you a member of 
the Yforking Committee of the 
_ All-India Muslim League in place 

Quoted in Jamil-ud-Din Ahmed’s Speeches and Writings of Mr. Jlnnah, 
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of the vacancy caused by the 
removal of the name of Mr, EazltiL 
Haq, 

please acknowledge receipt 


and oblige. 


Yours faithfully 


*4 


Hassan Ispahani Esq 
5 Camac Street, 

Calcutta. 

Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan of the Punjab, too, I am sorry to 
record, was a troublesome man, though different from Mr. Fazlul 
Haq. He was shrewd and tactful. Although he was my personal 
friend and had many good qualities, yet, in order to keep the record 
straight, I have to narrate certain facts plainly. He, with his Unionist 
followers (Muslim), joined the Muslim League not out of deep con¬ 
viction but merely as a matter of necessity. With the rise in the power 
of Congress as a result of success in forming Ministries in seven out ol 
eleven provinces of India, the political situation in the country as a 
whole was fast changing. There was no imminent threat to th e 
Unionist Ministry but the Congress had started its Muslim niaS5 
contact campaign in the provinces including the Punjab and M uslinl 
public opinion everywhere was veering round the Muslim Leag 11 ^ 
As an astute politician, Sir Sikandar realised the potential danger ^ 
his Ministry. He knew that the Unionist Ministry by itself coula ^ 
withstand the tide of Congress totalitarianism unless he secure ^ 
support of a Muslim organisation functioning on an all-India P 1 ^, 
A Ministry could not work within the water-tight compartment 1 ^ 
province irrespective of the political forces operating in the su> 
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tinent. Sir Sik.mttor also could not have been unaware of the trends f 
Muslim public opinion in his province. For all these reasons he 
decided to throw in Ins lot with the Muslim League and nave an 
undertaking at the Lucknon session ol the League to net the Musli 
wing ol the Unionist Party to join the Muslim League. But was he 
really serious about implementing the undertaking? The answer is 
provided by the correspondence which Dr. Iqbal, then President of 
the Punjab Provincial Muslim League, had with Mr. Jinnah. 

In his letter of November 10, 1937, Dr. Iqbal wrote to Mr. Jinnah 
as follows: 

“After having several talks with Sir Sikandar and his friends, I am 
now definitely of the opinion that Sir Sikandar wants nothing less than 
complete control of the League and the Provincial Parliamentary Board. 

In your pact with him, it is mentioned that the Parliamentary Board will be 
reconstituted and that the Unionists will have a majority on the Board. 

Sir Sikandar tells me that you agreed to their majority on the Board. I 
wrote to you sometime ago to inquire whether you did agree to the Unionist 
majority on the Board. So far, I have not heard from you. I personally see 
no harm in giving him the majority that he wants. But he goes beyond 
die pact when he wants a complete change in the office holders of the 
League, especially the Secretary' who has done so much for the League. 

He also wishes that the finances of the League should be controlled by his 
men. All this to my mind amounts to capturing the League and then killing 
it. Knowing the opinion of die province as 1 do, I cannot take the responsibi¬ 
lity of handing over the League to Sir Sikandar and his friends. The pact has 
already damaged the prestige of the League in this province; and the tactics 
of the Unionists may damage it still further. They have not so far signed 
the creed of the League and I understand do not mean to. The session of 
die League in Lahore they w'ant in April instead of February. My impression 
is that they want to gain time lor their own Zamindara League to function 
in the province. Pei haps you know that on his return from Lucknow, Sir 
Sikandar constituted a Zamindara League whose branches are now being 
made in the province. In these circumstances, please let me know what 
we should do.” 

This is the unimpeachable evidence of the revered sage and poet- 
philosopher of Muslim India regarding the intentions and doings of Sir 
i andar and his Unionist followers. He did nothing to encourage 
| e growth of the Muslim League organisation in the Punjab. As 
°ng as he lived he tried to sail in two boats. He often spoke in two 
L° lces > sa ying one thing on the League platform and another inside 
I ls 0Wn province. His public pronouncements often conveyed the 
; 7 , ression that his views were at variance with the declared policies 
a-vh league; for instance, the Muslim League’s attitude vis- 

anc J S ^ Bntis h Government’s war effort, the Ottawa Agreement 
°' e a L> the Lahore Resolution of the Muslim League of 194° 
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, r , , _r . rambling speech delivered by him in it, 

itself. In the course ol a tamo mg f , J 

Assembly on the uthofMaich, 1941. S.i Siks ntli| 


Punjab Legislative Assembly on the . 1 th o> Marc". . 94-, air bik^ 
dissociatecf himself from the basic prmc.p c ol scpaia e, «over ci 

1 • fUrv i -vimre Resolution by remai King. it has beo* 
states envisaged in the Lanore y . .. u< -cti 

states envistigc r ,i lf , Lahore Resolution. 1 have „ 

said that 1 am the author ot tnc laulm uve no t 

hesitation in admitting that I was respons.b e ^ ^'"g ^eongi , | 

i a-* n„t Ut me make it clear that the icsolution which I 
drafted was radically amended by the Working Committee and there 
is a wide divergence in the resolution I drafted and the one that 
was finally passed. The main difference between (he two resolution, 
is that the latter part of my resolution which related to the Centre 
and co-ordination of the activities of the various units was eliminated. 

It is, therefore, a travesty of fact to describe the League resolution, 
as it was finally passed, as my resolution . 


It must be remembered that Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan was 
present at the meeting of the Working Committee at which the 
resolution was finalised. He was also present at the meeting of the 
Subjects Committee which approved the resolution. He also attended 
the open session at which the resolution was finally passed. Nowhere 
did he raise any objection nor did he attempt to get the resolution 
amended at any subsequent meeting of the League Council or at a 
general session ot the League. To say the least, therefore, it was 
igainst all principles of political rectitude that he repudiated and ) 
dissociated himself from the Lahore Resolution on the floor of the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly while remaining a member of the League 
and its Working Committee. Sir Sikandar’s speech not only tended 
to create confusion in Muslim minds but also gave comfort to the 
Congress and other opponents of Muslim freedom. No wonder it 
has been reproduced with appreciative remarks in extenso by Mr. V, 

P. Menon in his book “The Transfer of Power in India”. 


The Qaid gave a long rope to Sir Sikandar. The patience he 
showed paid dividends. Muslim public opinion in the Punjab swung 
strongly in favour of the Muslim League and, in spite of 
indifference on the part of Sir Sikandar and his associates, the 
League began to gain strength in the province. By November 19^' 
the Punjab Muslim League had developed to such an extent th »]- l 
was able to hold a Provincial Conference at Lyallpur on Noven^ 
i8 which was attended and addressed by Qaid-e-Azam hi<’ 
Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, too, noting the trend of public opin’ 0 1 

4 V.P. Menon: The Transfer of Peer In India. 
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r i aiven me enough to live comfortably 

\ *m m old man, God has given me 5 

jc i!h» jge. Why should I turn my blood into water, run about and 
Uk,. - m:i(h trouble? Not for the capitalists but for you, the poor 

peripfe, r 

Qaid-e-Azam: Talk to Muslim League 
workers at the writer ’s home Calcutta, 
March 1, 1946. 
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it the Conference and made a speech. Before this, 
sh0VVed befn eandul to avoid League meetings inside his province, 
he had 

Sir Stafford Cripps’ Mission, behind the League President’s 
making things difficult and yet, in the larger interests 
back, jvluslims of the sub-continent, Mr. Jinnah did not consider 
ol U ] nu l him up, for if he did the crack which existed between 

jt wise bogus Muslim Leaguers would have been exposed and, 

the g en ^j t t ^ e bargaining power of the League would have been 
aS a -rl -ablv affected thereby hurting the cause of i oo million Muslims. 
COnS1 sTcritical time for us all. Had we exhibited a crack in our 
front while the Cripps’ Mission was still in India, the Muslim case 
f Id have suffered beyond repair. 


wou 


It is true Sir Sikandar did not openly flout any express decision 
of the Muslim League, for he knew the consequences. On the 
Question of membership of the Defence Council nominated by the 
Viceroy in July 1941, he bowed to the decision of the Muslim League 
and resigned from the Council. There was no alternative before him, 
for the Viceroy’s message to the Qaid-e-Azam, conveyed through 
the Governor of Bombay, had made it clear that the Muslim Provincial 
Premiers had been included in the Defence Council as representatives 
of ‘the great Muslim community’ and this position he could not 
accept without the permission of the League. The other alternative 
of leaving the League and adhering to the Defence Council would 
have earned him the strongest disapproval and condemnation of the 
entire Muslim nation, which even for him was too dieadful a piospect. 


I remember telling Mr. Jinnah at the time that if I were in his 
shoes, I would remove Sikandar Hayat Khan from the League High 
Command and tell the Muslims of the sub-continent why I resorted 
to this step. I equally remember his reply. He said, No. 
must not be emotional. Such action may do our people harm at 
this delicate time. We must wait, but he will not be wheie he is 
today in the Muslim League when the next Working Committee s 
membership is announcedSir Sikandar Hayat Khan s name was 
dro Pped from the Working Committee announced by the Qaid- 
^-Azam in July 1942. In his place was nominated Mian Bashir 
rnad of Lahore who throughout proved a loyal and helpful colleague. 

a Qaid one day, when we were alone in his green study at 10, 

^Fazl^u* ^ 0a ^’ New Delhi, awaiting call for luncheon, told me, 
Leap U k ^ anc ^ Sikandar Hayat are a menace not only to the Muslim 
ut to the Muslim nation. Each time the dish is cooked and 
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1 . Muslim nation, they Knock it , 

S:d e ri°labour and planning which ha, gone £ $ 

preparation . 

. „ f fc-L,,. Tjwana, Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan’s success 

Sir KhurHayat Khan though he ]acke<] ^ 

was a true discip " P d some c f his staunch lieut enant 

of the latter. Sit Khizrmy ^ ^ pattem set by Sir 

acted strictly in a b lesome to the rest of the Muslims ,j 

The Tivvana group Conference of 194 5 and the British 

India at the time of he Sim ^ continent in , 9+6 . They took 

Cabinet Missions the Sardarjees and the Banias, am) 

above U Ill from the British Governor of the Viceroy. But in spite 
of all the strength which he had at his back, the onrush of the united 
Muslim force L too much for Khizr Hayat to face and he had ,0 g0 

under. 

Malik Khizr Hayat Khan on succeeding Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan 
as Premier of the Punjab gave an undertaking at a meeting of the 
All-India Muslim League Council at Delhi in March 1943 that he 
would reorganise the Muslim League Party in the Punjab Assembly 
and put fresh life into it. He was taken at his word and more than 
a year was given to him to make good his promise. But nothing 
happened and it was brought to Qaid-e-Azam’s notice that the Muslim 
League was being exploited as a mere appendage of the Unionist 
Party and Muslim interests were being ignored. He went to the 
Punjab in March 1944 and had prolonged discussions with Malik Khizr 
Hayat Khan, other Muslim League leaders and the Sikh and Hindu 
Ministers of the Unionist Cabinet. The Qaid explained that the 
name Jinnah-Sikandar Pact was a misnomer, for it was only a document 
drawn up by Sir Sikandar Hayat who wanted to give it the fullest 
publicity so that the world might know that the Punjab was behind 
the Muslim League. He said: “The question that has been brought 
to my notice is whether the members of the Muslim League Party 
in the Punjab Assembly owe their allegiance to the defunct Unionist 
Party’s creed, policy and programme and can remain in the Muslim 
League Party. There cannot be any divided loyalty”. He state 
further: “The so-called Pact clearly lays down that we may contin ue 
the present coalition or enter into any other coalition before 
after the election. The present coalition is merely at will a* 1 
formed for specific purposes. The question of the label or the n an \ e 
of the party, namely the Unionist Party, arises because it is calculate 
o mis ead the public and has been, in fact, utilised and it is °P eI1 ' 
claimed because of its label that the members of the Muslim l&f 
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p. rty are Unionists first and Muslim Leaguers next and are bound by 
I e creed, policy and programme of the so-called Unionist Party l t 
‘f Hows that if this position is accepted the Muslim League Party i n 
he Assembly is a mere creature of the Unionists : and further it is 
■nsisted that, if we take steps to clarify this matter and put our Muslim 
League Party in the Assembly on a clean basis, then Sir Chhoturam 
w ould have nothing to do with the Muslim League Party at all, and 
' are threatened that it must lead to the dissolution and break ol the 

WC dl ... >>3 

present coalition. 

Qaid-e-Azam then called upon Malik Khizr Hayat Khan Tiwana 
to define his attitude and that of his Cabinet colleagues to the following 
three proposals: (i) that every member of the Muslim League Party in 
the Punjab Assembly should declare that he owes his allegiance solely 
to the Muslim League Party in the Assembly and not to the Unionist 
Party or any other Party; (2) that the present label of the coalition 
should be dropped, namely the “Unionist Party”; and (3) that the 
name 01 the proposed coalition should be the Muslim League Coalition 
Party. For days on end, Malik Khizr Hayat kept on avoiding to 
dve a clear and categorical answer to the proposals placed before 
him. Finally, on April 27, 1944, the Qaid-e-Azam wrote two 
letters to Khizr Hayat Khan asking him to give his promised reply 
with regard to the proposals. The second letter was sent through 
the Navvab of Mamdot and Mian Mumtaz Daultana but Khizr Hayat 
Khan Tiwana refused even to acknowledge receipt, to say nothing 
of replying. The course adopted by Khizr Hayat Khan was m 
Qaid-e-Azam’s words, “unprecedented and unheard of m the history 
of any political party in any country”. He asserted that was Khizr s 
duty'as a member'of the League to come to this session (P J 
Muslim League Conference at Sialkot) and exp ain is posi lon ' , , 
Hayat was thus guilty of gross breach of party iscip ‘ ne > 
Committee of Action, after giving him due opportunity to deiend 

himself, expelled him from the Muslim League. 

Khizr Hayat acted merely as a protege of the BritishRation, for 
of the Hindus and Sikhs and turned his bac on is 0 ^ League 

which he had to pay dearly. His expulsion from 1 ^ ^ uS lims 

signalled a great upsurge of national consciousness am together 

which in less than three years swept away t e n ^ an d 
^ith their British, Hindu and Sikh patrons. e gjjtish might 
ar-sighted leadership proved more than a mate 1 


Jfflnil-ud-Din Ahmed: Speeches and Writings of Mr- Jinnah. 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


and Hindu machinations. After Khizi Hayat s exit from the Jvi Us i. 
League the position became clear and political forces crystallis e j 
the Punjab. The Muslim League went from strength to strength 5 
in March 1947 it was able to rid the province altogether of the U n i 0 ^ 

incubus. 

Tiwana’s party faced and challenged the Muslim League and did 
its utmost to break the strength and spirit of the Muslim League 
leadership in the province. League stalwarts like the Nawab of 
Mamdot, Malik Firoz Khan Noon, Mian Bashir Ahmed, Begum 
Shah Nawaz, Mian Mumtaz Daultana, Mian Iftikharuddin, Sardar 
Shaukat Hayat and others gave them battle until the League achieved 
success and brought down Sir Khizr Hayat Tiwana and his supporters, 
His Hindu and Sikh accomplices fled the country and his Muslim 
supporters had to go into political wilderness within the country 
itself. For this disloyalty to the Muslims, the Qaid did not forgive 
Tirana, although many may have forgotten and forgiven after 
humbling their adversary. To the Qaid, it was not opposition to 

him which hurt so much as opposition to the will and interest of 
the Muslim nation. 
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CRIPPS MISSION AND AFTER 


F prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Mr. Winston 
T Churchill, declared in Parliament that in fulfilment of his 

ise in Parliament in August, 1940, he was sending Sir Stafford 
P r ° s one of the ablest men in Britain, to India to work out a 
formula acceptable to the British, the Hindus and the Muslims. 

Sir Stafford arrived on March 23, 1942, and, without loss of 
time, issued a Declaration on behalf of His Majesty’s Government. 

In his very first interview with Mr. Jinnah, Sir Stafford Cripps 
declared: 

“I have changed my opinion in the last eighteen months, particularly 
during the last six° months. I do not hold my old views. The Cabinet of 
Britain too wholly hold my view. We appreciate the Muslim case. I 
give you the assurance that I recognise that so far as the Mussalmans are 
concerned, I recognise no body and no party among them other than the 
League and its President. Many persons and organisations have pressed 
me to recognise them and 1 have point-blank t efused . 

It is obvious that, if Sir Stafford Cripps had not made the above 
statement to Mr. Jinnah, the Muslim League’s negotiations with him 
could not have proceeded, for it was our fundamental claim that the 
Muslim League was the sole and authoritative political body of the 
Muslims of India. 

The gist of this Declaration boiled down to: (a) the setting up 
of a National Government at the Centre and (b) the creatiori and 
establishment of machinery to undertake the responsibility of training 
a constitution for the proposed Indian Union with the proviso that 
* n the event a province did not accept the framed constitution, it 
would enjoy the right to stand out and such a province or provinces, 
as the case may be, would have the right to form its own or their 
°wn separate Union. 
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n ,. d r an into difficulties. Notwj,| u 
The Mission of s,l ‘ _ a the Congress and the Lcague to a Ct(ip 
standing his grf I ron, London m Ins brief case, J,„ 

the proposals he had h as usual, exchanges of co 

failed. During April. < ^ Stafford and the leaders o( ^ 

pondence and v.s.ts M |nJfa . m they were ol no avail, 

two main political P ^ 1 , Coml nittec presided over by Mr. 
The Muslim League W i,' guidance, gave its reasons with„ u , 

ambiguity ^or^le^ reje'etion of the proposals. 

f fl , Work ini! Committee stated as under: 

The Resolution o( the W fc 

, ,,-itisfied by such a Declaration on a 
“••• - The Muslims cannott ^ ancl dem and a dear and precise 

vital question affecting then lu att empt to solve the future problem 

pronouncement on the subjec • J issue is to court disaster. 

!>f India by the process of evading tlie 

, lias been laid down as to how 

In the draft proposa s no P^f ine( j in f avour Q t or against accession 

the verdict ot the Province is o from the Secretary 

to the one Union, but m the le ' er f “ J ent of thc All-India Muslin, 
of Si, Stafford Cripps addr ; « ed **Pres , of 

League, it is stated ha, .^rovrnce sho ^ ^ Assembly 0 „ . 

not to stand ou n Lority for accession to the Union is less 

than '^o'pjr^en^the minority will have the right to demand a plebisdte of 
the aduhmale population.’ In this connexion it must be emphasised 
in the Provinces where the Muslims are in a majority, as m the case of 
the major Provinces of Bengal and Punjab, they are in a minority in the 
Legislative Assembly, and in the Assemblies of Sind and the North-West 
Frontier Province the total number (namely 60 and 5 o respectively) is so 
small and the weightage given to the non-Muslims so heavy that it can be 
easily manipulated, and a decision under such circumstances cannot be 
true criterion of ascertaining the real opinion of the Muslims of t ose 
Provinces. 


As regards the suggested plebiscite in the Provinces in which tie 
Muslims are in a minority, in the event of the requisite majority not being 
available in the Legislative Assembly, the procedure laid down is t a 
reference shall be made to the whole adult population of the Provinces 
and not to the Muslims alone, which is to deny them the inherent right to 
.self-determination. 

With regard to the Indian States, it is the considered opinion of tl 
Committee that it is a matter for them to decide whether to join ° r 0 
to join or form a Union. 

, ^hh regai d to the treaties to be negotiated between the Crown 
he Indian Union or Unions, the proposals do not indicate as to what wou 

"T” CaSC ofdlsa g re ement in the terms between the contracting p art J ' 
ieie any piovision made as to what would be the proceduie 
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there is .1 difference of opinion In lugMlitlng* revhlon of treat... 

„itl, the Indian Slates in the new slmaUun. "™‘y»i ra „ g e mmts 

Will, regard to the interim arrangement there Is no definite „r„n M ,l 
except the bale statement tlwt llis Majesty’s Government desire and invite 
the effective and immediate participation of the leaders of the princlml 
sections of the Indian people in the counsels of their country, of the Common 
wealth and of the United Nations. The Committee are therefore unable 
to express their opinion until a complete picture is available. Another 
reason why the Committee are unable to express their opinion on the 
interim arrangements for participation in the counsels of the country is 
Sir Stafford Cripps has made it dear that the scheme goes through as a whole 
or is rejected as a whole, and that it would not be possible to retain only 
the part relating to the immediate arrangements at the Centre and discard 
the rest of the draft scheme; and as the Committee has come to the conclusion 
that the proposals for the future are unacceptable, it will serve no useful 
purpose to deal furthei with the question of the immediate arrangements.” 
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The Congress for its own reasons rejected the proposal on 
April ii, 1942, and Sir Stafford Cripps who had arrived in India 
full of confidence and hope returned empty-handed. Thinking 
that Sir Stafford Cripps, being a leader of the British Labour Party 
known for his pro-Congress sympathies, would go to any extent to 
accommodate their wishes, they went on higgling and bargaining 
over the issue of formation of a provisional government. The 
Congress thought that the British were in a tight corner owing to the 
war situation and so they could be forced to concede to the Congress 
demand not only for the complete Indianisation of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council but also its being made responsible to the Central 
Assembly dominated by a js % Hindu majority which would have 
meant the establishment ol Hindu Raj under the guise of interim 
arrangements. It would also have involved a radical amendment 
ol the existing constitution to the advantage of the Hindu majority 
and the serious detriment of Muslim interests. The Congress over¬ 
played their hand and their demand was rejected. Even Sir Stattoid 
Cripps, on leaving India after his unsuccessful Mission, had to remark, 
“The Congress wanted all or nothing and they have got no ing 


The real mind of the Hindu leaders was revealed by Mr. Ga 
’ho called the Cripps proposal ‘a post-dated cheque on a cia. J * 
ank’. This clearly meant that the Congress considered a J p 
ictory over the British to be imminent; hence tic) ^® ie secu ^ e 
3 accept the British offer for it involved responsi 1 1 ) ° P 
ie war effort. They thought that their dream o m g( j out 
etter chances of realisation when the British ha CLn P tQ 

f India by the Japanese. It was this calculation " 1,c scheme 

dopt the ‘Quit India’ resolution in August, I 94 -- 11 
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* , congress 

,hnt the Lon h a vassalis et 

“ ftl ::f«ccptt^ c>l , „ En£ land 


. a there was no place f 0r th 

, 3 in. m> nC *’ 

pad I •_nritV■ 


1 

rTwrcept ‘" al , „ Ene land » w,s f.’ and > ac y°rdi h 

J,n . re tumed to tj really wish to shJ ! 

sir Stafford CnpP The British ture and therefore th e 

S ’ e a happy f’ s at that critic 3 J (hem as a relief. |„ ^ 

“ S ”r with the I« d,an lSt have come {h 0 f the Congress ^ 

Failure of his Mission ^ jessed th the S Congress resort to ar , 

meantime, the W *> shoW dovvn sh° In those difficult da ys , 

were prepared 1 1° did fou r naond vve re put to a sever,, 

agitation, 'due -, >s qualities d thi s marked the begi ntlin 

»"t £« ” r o*" 1 “■” 

test—but ne Lea gue and ascei j ' not t o accede to the 

Fi^tlCuime also the if document from the British 

tadian Union was mentioned m ^ ^ ^ unlty of India was not 

Government. This niean ar L e d a great advance in the thinking 

sacrosanct; undoubtedly th * on were thus laid—though 

of Whitehall. The foundations 
vaguely. 

. .a rvf eprvice as President of the All-India 

Rv his exemplary record ol service d» ^ 

■ Muslim League the Qaid-e-Azam had shown that the nation could 
’ place implicit trust in him. This feeling became universal among ^ 
the Muslims. We were passing through critical times owing to the r 
War and constant changes in the political situation "which called lor 
immediate action by the President. At the Allahabad Session of the 
Muslim League in April 1942, the following resolution, moved by 

me and supported by my friend Maulana Jamal Mian, was unanimously 
adopted: 

take evervlh^ ^ ^ ^ re ^ ent: authorised till the next session to 

3f ZZT"* '7’ Uy COnsider necessary in furtherance of, 
consistent with the princiDlcs° *1° Teague, provided that they are 

expressly passed by the session” of the Til f p“ If^ U * ° r ^ resolution 

Ot the All-India Muslim League.” 

1 have mentioned thit ^ 

uncanny foresight and power U f * ea( ^ er was gifted with a n 

'Vtnch helped him not only in p a " tlci P ati «n- It was this blessing 

" || "ll t , e Sole leader Of the'Musi' egal P rofess i°n but also when ht 
’ lluStrate ‘his point he Mus ms of India. An interesting even' 

^ al ^ B ^of\ n h e A s Ug . U , St - > 94 *. to consider^ 
t,le members 0 f arrest ‘ and incarcerate 

the ^ n< Jian National Cong 1 


re^ 
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Committee, following their decision to launch the ‘Quit 
y/orking emerit# The arrests were made a few days before the 
India 1110 ^ t j ie Working Committee of the Muslim League. Soon 
pieeting °^ ests , p r0 p a g an da was set afoot by the highest Congress 
alter the ‘ rters that this was an opportune moment for the Muslim 
and ni nc 11 H ^ an( j s w j t h the Congress to gain independence for the 

j an atmosphere of assurance by the prominent Congressites 

Hindus who were out of jail, that the Indian Congress meant to 
j* n f a ir and honest with the Muslims and to give them the type of 
independence which they were seeking, the Muslim League Working 
Committee met. Some prominent members held the firm view 
that this was the opportunity for us to join hands with the Congress, 
that is if we wanted to wrench freedom from the unwilling hands of 
the British. I was among them. 

I reached Bombay on the eve of the Working Committee meeting 
scheduled for August 16, 1942, and remember my interview with 
the Qaid-e-Azam in which two of my close friends, the Raja Saheb 
of Mahmudabad and Jamal Mian, the former being my colleague on 
the Working Committee as well, participated. We expressed our 
views freely ard frankly that in view of the atmosphere prevailing in 
the country, we should not let slip the opportunity lor gaining 
freedom from the British both for Hindus and Muslims. 

It did not take long for us to realise that Mr. Jinnah did not 
agree with our view and in his usual cool and dispassionate fashion 
was sponsoring the idea that the interests of the Muslim nation called 
for a policy of avoiding both the British and the Congress traps. 
He was in favour of a cautious and neutral position of not flirting 
"ith either and at the same time utilising the opportunity to infuse 
drive and teeth into the Muslim League organisation which was still 
r *ther weak on its legs. 


I remember the scene at the meeting of the Working Committee 
q w as held the next evening in the spacious verandah of 
Hdl "r"^. Zam * s beautiful residence on Mount Pleasant Road, Malabar 
fini 1 j C ^ n S tbe sea. Before a prominent member from Bengal ha 
c onv* e S P eec b * n support of our views, he collapsed in his seat a 
former ^ r ’ J* nna b’s reasoning which was passed on to him in the 
suit a f lnterru pti°ns from the chair. Some other gentlemen followed 
’ tew wi * speeches and others in solemn silence. A prominent 
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62 ,«am« n *> "'"'.'.neni of the 

rhu.dl.ri Kh.’Hf® con ,.nenc m< Qa i<|'. 

n T m shIred C our vie"' lu '' or ^rtliy .1 resolutioi 

"!’? sh 'm hour or •'« ups t.-iirs to d j one , that 
withm ‘ vcranii* 1 * I ^ his call* _ . t .^ u n( . ,| 

,nd rushed to 


session, was 
s viewpoint 


r '- K ,rally con***’ , resolution which put 

... ..our or s ° ypjtairs to d • one> that the Musjinn 

' v,tl to the verand* I ^ | llS cai . at this stage but 

rrtard'the opinio"- r jJ t | e ag» inSt * t ’L e r. Before the resell,, 

should not join , ett ing sl1 ? igre ed to abstain but 

fion was put to vote, I with Mr. l jc]ent had forecast, they 

on the clear uuden ^ J nfhs as the ^ |eave the Committee, 
work out within t jnd regret, ha b q| . Ma h mu dabad and 

would, with niUL 1 • Khan , the f j to abstain wlien the 

They were Nawab of S ind idto* the resolution. 

I. One member G. ) He cast h» «>«»£ , ye * 

resolution was P" s hook him from 

N °“ m0Unt ' . dispersed but the Raja and , delayed 

The Working Con.m.ttee d.sp During this per.od wc 

our departure from Bombay fort threadbare without 

met Mr. Jinnah often and dlscussc tikt , h n b the Working Committee 
being convinced that tie s P be persisted in his effort to 

on his advice was the right o , P toW Nawa b Ismail 

convince us. He repeatedly tMd us as ^ Hme , do not 

tMTanTrSnSn^elf resign from the Presidentship ol 
the Muslim League”. 

It was on the first Sunday morning after the termination of the 
Working Committee meeting that the Raja and I called to say goodbye. 
Qaid-e-Azam was in his study. He produced two articles, one 
^written bv Mr. Gandhi in the Harijan and the other a statement by 
bandit Nehru which appeared in the Bombdy Chronicle of the same 
Paay—both written a few days before the arrest of the Congress Working 
f Committee. 2 These two articles proved that all the inspired talk 
which filled the air with the blessings of the Congress leaders outside 
prison aod influential big Hindu businessmen had no meaning and was 

in r M rap - t0 , thr0W ‘, he Muslim Lea s ue off balance and to involve i{ 
_ U eslm il3r the Congress’s, which, due to the arrest and 

l am adding a note at the end n f .L' l „lv 

occasion when Chaudhri Saheb chano rT a P ter to s how that this was not the 0 / 
Qatd-e-Azam. chan ged his mind and what was his attitude to^ ds 

S/?S ,™ J * »t Mr. Gandhi’s and Pandit ^ 
k ' nd “’* Au ^t and P 'ff«t, ,o secure copies of the Han)^ ' 

* S « Note „„ p„ Clm,nid ‘ Au^is, a 3 , „4l- 


I 


i 


Scanned by CamScanner 













62 


. as I N1 

qA id-e-a^ the y n ited Provinces, 

“ , 71 nia nl > R -»r»nt of the session, was 

Chaudhri Kh a ] ,qU h commence" Q ai d’s viewpoint 

m rt r refo- view befor ^ ^ d ^ which 

t °hi„ - hour or » t0 iirs to * that the Musli m 

:;'dPushed to the venmdah^ P ^ his earhe #t thls stage but 

forward the opinion, j tle against Before the resolu- 

League s h ° uld "° s £ itself and ?' ®"J[ ee Jo agreed to abstain bu, 
ret busy in or g an ' g ther e remained th , that if things did not 

tionwasputtovo ■ with |V V president had forecast, they 

on the clear unde m ° n ths as the 1 ^ )eave the Committee, 

work out "itb' n and regret, h Q f Mahmudabad and 

would, vv ^w^ih 1 Ismail Khan, the FUj a ^ t o abstain when the 
Th ev were Nawab Isn» of Sind refused resolu tio„. 

, One member, G. M his vote agains 

resolution was him from his resolve. 

No amount of persu , , 

disoersed but the Raja and I delayed 
The Working Committee P During this period, we 

our departure from Bombay for r ^ ut[on threadbare without 

met Mr. Jinnah often and iscu ^ ^ Working Committee 

being convinced that the s p J persisted in his effort to 

on his advice was the right one, but he p Nawab Ism J 

sre *ri “«3 i —. -■ * - 

pro : ih,t I rrr right I shi!l myself msisn from tho Prosidentthip of 
the Muslim League”. 

It was on the first Sunday morning after the termination of the 
Working Committee meeting that the Raja and I called to say goodbye. 
Qaid-e-Azam was in his study. He produced two articles, one 
^written by Mr. Gandhi in the Harijan and the other a statement by 
I.Pandit Nehru which appeared in the Bombdy Chronicle of the same 
¥ day— both written a few days before the arrest of the Congress Working 
f Committee. 2 These two articles proved that all the inspired talk 


j J J Cl I 1 v jL wl LI 1 C V^Ul C^u VV v i 5 

Committee. 2 These two articles proved that all the inspired talk 
vchich filled the air with the blessings of the Conoress leaders outsid e 
prison and influential big Hindu businessmen had no meaning and was 

n tmublrr 0 , ° W 'll 6 MuS ' im Ua S ue ° ff balance and to involve ft 
trouble similar to the Congress’s , 6 which, clue to the arrest and 


^ adding 21 note st al . ^ 

occaston when Chaudhri Saheb chanjid* t0 Sh ° W that this was n0t °'rds 

Qaid-e-Azam. chan gcd his mind and what was his attitude to^ s 

0 * ( C “ of Mr. Gandhi's and Pandi. 

»>. ™S Of *? S ' CU| -' copies of the H*<J» “ 

No, c on P age , Y Ch,M “ h d «"l Aup„, • 
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By courtesy of Mohtoramo Fotimo Jinncjh 






“We are a nation with our own distinctive culture and civilisation, 
language and literature, art and architecture, names and nomenclature, 
sente of value and proportion, legal laws and moral codes, customs and 
calendar, history and traditions, aptitudes and ambitions, in short, we 
have our own distinctive outlook on life and of life. By all canons 
of international law we are a nation . 


Qaid-e-Azam: Interview to repre¬ 
sentative of Associated Press of Am¬ 
erica, July i, 1942. 
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f its top leaders, had become a ship that had lost its 
,eiit ot i*- 5 * r . . _ ... i -- r 


_ pn t or L I . . , 

wp"’ J w»s caught in a storm in nud-ocean. 

cider an d 


rtf 


. - showed clearly that the Hindu or Congress attitude 
fhe art,< j V ^ lS Iinis had not undergone any change and Muslims, 
v j S -a-vis thf were to remain a mere minority and enjoy such 

jn their conceded to minorities in an all-India “democracy”, 

rights as wou ^ p Um ped into our ears by the second string of the 
All that whic k was nQt jailed, was false. Furthermore, they were 
W ] 1Q C ould actually deliver the goods for they lacked 

. terview converted us to the view of our great leader. 
,r 1S Hcfied and assured him that, on our return to our respective 
We . Sa we would spare no effort to prove to those who thought 
provinces, we arrived to attend the meeting of the Working 
like us thev were wrong as we were and that the decision 

C fT Muslim League Working Committee, which, in fact, in this 
else for sure, was the decision of the Qaid-e-Azam, was the right one. 

I, did not take long to get enough proof from happenings 
nH us that the decision taken under the sole guidance of our 
j"'°, was the correct one. Had he not pleaded with the Working 
Committee to ignor e the crafty approaches of the Congress an 
other Hindu leaders and utilise the opportunity afforded to organise 
and build the Muslim League, the Muslim nation would have suffered 
a setback from which it would not have recovered in time to deman 
and obtain its freedom. The decision kept e ig 
and other Muslim League leaders out of jail and enable y 

to gain the strength which it did between then and 1946 and 
emerge as the sole unquestioned and authoritative representative 
political party of the Muslim nation of the sub-continent. 

It is a well-known fact that with the incarceration of the 1 
of Congress, the Party itself suffered a severe setbac an w * s 
ralised to such an extent that its activities were badly a ecte . 
happened to an old, active, well-organised and powerfu orgamsa 
°ne can well imagine our fate had we joined hands with 
an d were given the same treatment by the rulers of n ia a 

accorded to it. 

NOTE I 

° ne reac * s Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman’s “Pathway to Pa * < ’ S , t ‘\ r | ’ zzama n was 
& lfl land and abroad is led to the conclusion that Mr. T 
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64 , fter of-a 

*£ »Z*z respon5ible for practical 

3 X ^(1 ^ 

° f PakU,a "' in the same poh^ SS 

Having r'colleaguo on the W ° ri |‘"f ice to the memory ol my hero, Moha m ^' 

*■* -. r- 

since - , j i( j not cat g :i es away. 

^ role from which he was 


iTIi . -- 1 

There should be no mistake ab 


'gated 


this. 


, ca „ state, and my colleagues on the Wo,ki„ 
Without fear of n infirm, that the most stable ant persistent pm,, 

. "L, e vv ho are still alive w il con bt his view5 were clear cut and »i„ 

Who had a clear vision was Mr JninaJ ■ ^ was inclined to sail in two boats * 

Mr. Khaliquzzaman in a large nun, ■ a| thc Qaid-e-Azam s views prevail* 
die same time. Who “X Counc il meetings, not because t eycame from 
in the Working Committee ana in Khaliquzzaman was at the most on c 

him but because they were wise an in the machinery of the Muslin, 

of the larger cogs but " meet L whether it was the Working Committee, 

League. While he talked at e y §’ the drafters of resolutions in accordance 

Council or public and while te w ecia ] privileges. He did not enjoy the 

with the dir f e ^ V Q^“’ A ^ m e wWch Nawab Ismail Khan of Meerut and the Raja Sahtb 

confidence of the Qaid e l, -i j f ro m the same province as Chaudhri 

frtm whS a W number of the Muslim able political leaders and workers M 
into the mainstream of the political life of Muslim India. I often I'eardtheQudt- 
Azam praise Nawab Ismail Khan for his moral integrity, although he said that the Ni 
was obstinate and difficult at times and that if he erred in his view, he did so genumey. 
But, in all my years of reasonably close association with the Qaid, I never hear one 
such remark passed about the author of “Pathway to Pakistan . 

Mr. Khaliquzzaman has been saying that he never called Mohammed Ali Jinnaht 
Qaid-e-Azam. I must, to keep the record straight, give him the benefit of doubt J 
accepting that due to his advancing years his memory no longer serves him as U ’ 
when he was younger. Unless millions, and I was one of them, were stone deaf, they 
must have heard him address with pride our great leader as Qaid-e-Azam. 

AzJ give below the text of two letters written by Mr. Khaliquzzaman to Q*^ 

LUCKNOW: 

Dated 23 rd July 19 * 5 ' 

*>«ar Qald-e-Aza*. 

re act a ^ ^ * hl0h tho Muslim public h»® 

* 10 the aaoptec by you Qnd und«r 
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y0 „r leadership by the Working commute, u 

marvellous. On ny return we held . * tr “ ly 

Public meeting 

which was attended by thousands of m„ ,, 

Muslima ot all 

shades of opinion. The enthusiasm with whlch ^ 
Muslin attitude at the Simla Conference .as acclaim,* 
..s an eye opener not only to „e but to Sir Nazi. 
Uddln also, who addressed the meeting during his 
stay for a couple of day in Lucknow. You haTe one. 
again saved the community from a serious pit-fall 
and steered the ship of Muslim polltics^rough 


rough and stormy weather to a safe anchorage. Your 
grim determination and over powering sagacity alone 
saved the situation. When I recall our doubtful 
attitude and your unfaltering reeolve, the contrast 
becomes so palpably clear that one has to admire 
your capacity for leadership. 

I net His Excellency the Governor of U.P. 
on the 2ist and impressed upon him the necessity 
of holding elections to Central and Provincial 
Legislatures at an early date. He has after a long 


discussion again asked me to see him for further 
discussion before 31st July 19^5 when he is to leave 
* or the Governor’s Conference. I shall let you know 


the r «sult of my talk later on. 

With best regards to self and Mi9s jinnah 


Ycurs sincerely , 
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RhyAliganj 

Lucknow, 13rd September, ,«, 4J 



myself so but in the public interest, incorrect statements 

u,od as, with the passage of time, the spurious may ^ 

ould be a disservice to history and to posterity. 



NOTE 


the LZ . t0 the Q a *d and avitbrl L y and Auranoj 


still 


i - n g a mitv in bk inin ^ that mv arn<^« *'.? , coia °ur Leader, “Sir, I st.. 
Ullon vvas passed witho' 0 ^ 1112 cornmi ttee t create a misunderstanding out* 1 * 

k You ha h f e,,t ” Yhc-Qa'ii' a c U ‘ hori ? e You to declare that the 

tealise in three months ' he withdrawal with the'"* 0 , 
Wh5 'hat | am right mi you are wronj 


■ l °n was 
“Thank 


should not^eleft^unchahenged, as. with the (^“ge ot^tirr 
off as the genuine and it would be a dtsserv.ee to h.story 

There are other matters in his book on which any of his colleagues of the All. Wi< 
Muslim League Working Committee could join issue with him. shall deal with 
one of his statements to establish this point. 

Writing about the Lahore Resolution of 1940 in which the Muslim League, f or 
the first time, demanded a separate homeland, he avers that he did not know who 
was responsible, in his absence, for including the fatal words subject to territorial 
adjustments” which inclusion was, seven years later, responsible for the partition of 
Bengal and Punjab. First, it is morally improper for one to criticise a decision of his 
colleagues and yet remain member of the Working Committee. It is a poor excuse 
to say that he was not present at the drafting stage and that, had he been present, 
he would not have permitted the inclusion of these words in the Resolution. If he 
felt strongly about it, why did he second the Resolution, proposed by Mr. A. K. 
fazlul Haq, in a strongly worded and emotional speech at the open session and why 
did he not seek the deletion of these words when the Resolution was being debated in 
the Subjects Committee in his presence? Again, if he thought that the words spelt 

L'rirJV l ’ ° f MU ' "' hy did he not a ™ T himself of 'he earliest 
Did he realise .haThT ' le "T ,om ' accepted and the Resolution accordingly amended! 

co lel^toJdW r d ,r SUCC ' ed ' for g ° in S a S ainst 'he Qaid and his othet 
gues would hate been lake attempting to break a steel gate with one’s head! 

in the secret meetin^of Xe § Wor k^c'' H ^ Chau< J Kri Saheb raised this point even 

the Council or annual meetings of delfgaes^Th' 6 * * 1 °™ ° pen SeSsi ° nS L ° f 

working against his convictions if n , Tbls sbovvs tbat he was, if he is right, 
thought. 0 , t e matter con only be treated as an ah er ’ 

J*or F h 

book Pathway to Pakistan! ^ b >' Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman in h* 

lS referred to Appendix ‘E\ 


Recently I met m ,, ^ ltU 

““^ 6 'h C ar^X C °had gUe G , M ' *** '°'‘ i fc 

-- 1J - - ” hob* 
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let THERE be “DAWN” 

A S the Muslim League movement gained m,. 

™ for a national daily newspaper in EnolkV, meMum > the need 
The Hindu press had not left any gun in fts mcre “ in gly felt. 

Muslims. It was the Qaid’s burning desire thaT^ at the 

in India should have at least one first class English dailTtah' ^'-T 
Dawn which was a Muslim League weeklvV p 1begin with. 

r'«y '* ~ ‘°T r £ p." btfaSir 

wu con.,rted , dally and publUW |„ 6t „ 

in the year 1942. Morning News at Calcutta, owned and directed by 
Messrs. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and Khwaja Nooruddin, had a limited 
circulation in the province. The Star of India, directed and controlled 
by me, was an evening paper. It was also published at Calcutta and 
enjoyed a limited circulation. This was the condition of Muslims 
in the sub-continent until only five years prior to Partition. We had, 
of course, some dailies in Urdu and Bengali such as Anjam (Delhi), 
Asre Jadid (Calcutta), Azad Bengali (Calcutta), Zamindar and Ehsan 
(Lahore), Manshoor (Delhi) and Khilafat (Bombay). The English press 
was preponderating^ owned by Hindus and only three or four papers 
were either wholly owned or directed and edited by Britishers. 
Muslim news and views on important issues often went unrepresented 
or inadequately projected and insufficiently explained in English. 
Thus, not only wealth but the power of the press was largely concent¬ 
rated in Hindu hands. With this heavy handicap one can readily 
appreciate the difficult, if not impossible, task Mr. Jj nn * * * 
wresting freedom from the unwilling hands of the Britis an 
Hindus. 

For the purpose of record, I shall reproduce excerpte and phom- 

stats of the correspondence between my re vere c * e , seat 0 f the 
the subject of starting an English daily at Merest to later 

Government of India. The material may be 

generations. 
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qAIo-* 

Mr. Ji nnah °” SeptC 


rnber 6, I 94 1 : 

I was unable to 


I wrote to — ■ - the Dawn . I was unable to Con - 

„ abo ut your weekly, ^ order tQ be a success and ^ 

“■ ■ ■' SP °A k ll 'tJt a journal or -«'*P P das . Half measures, 1 hav t 
vince you full) tha ’ ce must be f cour se, since my depar tUre 

^•s=T^Sir“--- 

you must g have fi nal X 

'° ' Mm " , aulafly ran at a loss for some years 

The Star of India, '/ 1C J\ ^‘when I took over, went throu gh 
, , a n0 thine but } ?JL 0 win" to the poor advertise. 
Tad days for a considerate^ w arra nge financial assistance fro* 

patronage it received. I w Qod on the assurance that I would, 

Hpahanfs and Sir Adamjee Haj D ^ r of a ll its headaches and 

/given reasonable time, r >* ^ ve wer e anxious to end their 
financial losses. As the } a led to Mr. Jinnah to intervene, 

responsibility after a while, off The Star of India was 

He did so effectively. « busjness began to prosper to such 

saved. Soon thereafter, e f u lly repaid and even the 

an extent that loans ta en ) ^ t h e paper were 

loans which were taken years before I'^ #t ^ ^ He w 

also liquidated. Pot “ P ] . f Q l d an d new Testaments to 

Z 1 TJk *. i r » * u 

fn English. He was a Syrian Christian and hailed from Malabar. Hu 
weakness was the bottle. When he was reasonably canned , he 
produced masterpieces. He wrote with the fire of a fanatical Muslim 
supporting the cause of the Muslim nation. 



I was asked by Mr. Jinnah to send Joseph to Delhi. I complied. 
After Mr. Jinnah had interviewed him, he wrote to me as under: 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi 


13th May, 1942 


My dear Hassan: 


leavina°on W thl° bS !r e ?“ t 1 had t0 sta y on in Delhi- Now I am definitely 
Joseph and finally he h P °f P ° ned m y departure as I wanted to meet Mr. 
accommodat ^ 1 it Tf “ P 0n the I2th - » he had difficulty in getting 

and he was also under tk ^ ° w ‘ n § to the difficulties in communication 5 

under the lmpressio „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


"''’pursed the various nrn. in 'l a * t k° u gh 1 am sorry you could not coni® 
m Delhi, P™ «d cons of start jng a fj y ^ soo „ as posii ble 
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LET THERE BE “da\Vn” 

The first question was whether wc should start (ho n 
and the second question was whether it will not !>„ „ i • ,T’ n aS a dail y. 
Star of India in Delhi. Taking all ,he drcum,,”ce S ,'° Uc 
«re inclined ,o be of ,he opinion that the Sta, of India thonTd b^md Z 

The reasons are: (i) that it is already a loint StorL- r~ 

Press Company, and the Directors can adopt such steps as’thev' * ^r"?. 
proper (;) that the conditions in Calcutta are such that the S.or may L e '"o 
seek a home elsewhere or completely close down, which will be most un 
fortunate. I understand that other newspapers and even commerce 
firms are livmg in dread and have made arrangements to shift elsewhere 
in case of necessity, (3) that in view of the conditions prevailino in Ca |- 
cutta your circulation will go down. There are several other reasons de- 
tails of which need not discuss. Wc, therefore, thought that the definite 
proposal that we can suggest is as follows: 


69 


That the Star of India should be transferred to Delhi before it is forced 
to close down in Calcutta without any home elsewhere. If that is done 
we had rough calculations before us and I think that the probable loss per 
year can be covered by issuing debentures. But the exact amount of the 
issue of debentures can only be determined after we know what is the 
present position of the Star with regard to the income and expenditure. 

The main items of the expenditure will be (i) the editorial and mana¬ 
gerial staff, (2) office rent including telephone etc., (3) the A.P. and Reuter 
service and (4) the printing charges and cost of paper. On the other hand 
the income and particularly the advertisement items which are most im¬ 
portant have to be considered. 


On a rough calculation we came to the conclusion that there might 
be a loss, if we have to run the Star of India in Delhi, of between three to 
four thousand per month. That means roughly Rs. 50,000/- a year. 


1 think it will not be difficult to raise money on issuing the deben¬ 
tures for a lakh of rupees, which wiU ensure the running of the paper for 
two years and with luck for more. Of course in your absence and in the 
absence of Mr. Ahmad 1 it is not possible for us to carry the matter further 
unless we know the exact income and expenditure of the Star as it is run at 
present; nor can we do anything without your approval. I am leaving 
on the 19th and if Mr. Ahmad is in Bombay I shall get in touch with him 
and you please write to him. 

The advantage of the Star being run in Di Ihi is not only for the benefit 
of Bengal but all India. From Delhi the paper will carry the message of 
the League not only in the capital itself but ir Northern India and also in 
Bengal. Remember it is Delhi that controls Bengal after all in the final 
analysis. Besides, the Star may be strandtd in Calcutta, having regard to 
the dangerous conditions facing us in Bengal. 

•Mr. Ahmad is my elder brother, Mirza Ahmad. 
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1 „nr there is a very strong feeling among t - 

A. the P - S en. mom n ^ rf punja h d the U.P and 1 * 

, c not only of L» e \ .11 spread like a wild fire. You will . 

!^e *"r * started in ^ wcekly , Dmn has a circulation of lffat ' 

0Ve ' ^ i nr intine press and all other matters wc ^ 

With regard to the P J be made here to our entire satisfy 
examined it and e avai lable connected w.th the press in a v= ry 

and also suitable office 
central locality. 

I f nre it comes to this that if you agree all thu 
In conclusion, there ’ (he mo nthly loss that we have to provide 
we hive to consider is w • can ahea(I of course my suggestion 

for and if we can arrange , ^ deben(ures and there are people in Delhi 
is that sve can arrange ’) debenture s straight away to the extent of 

^'n'ruTem'rX^i^In the Punjab and U.P. also many will come 

forward. 

„ Will therefore not be difficult to raise a lakh of rupees if we put our 
held toee her and of course the Star will remain the property of the Com- 
prny ancUhe management will be under the control and supervision of 

the present Board of Directors. 

I hope I have made myself clear for your information and consideration, 
as to what was the substance of discussion and how far we were able to 
boil down the matter. You can have further details from Mr. Joseph as he 
was present when we discussed the matter along with Nawabzada Liaqat 

Ali Khan. 

As regards Mr. Woo I wonder what has happened to him but I hope 
you have informed him that I have postponed my departure. I am leaving 
for Bombay on the 19th and I shall be glad to see him any day after that 
date. Please let me know when he is likely to be in Bombay and what 
his engagements. 


are 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


and rtestnicd ea i°ffi tr i mferr ' ng the Star °J ,nJia did not a PP eal t0 m ‘ 
Jinnah on May lo,Sunder implementation > 1 re P lied t0 ^ 

Dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I thank you for your , , 

M , nded to me b y Mr. Pothan Joseph. 

% brother, Mirza At. j 

His n B u ° n m b ay1 - »»y° u 

The loss should f y r U wil1 discus! vol , Umber « a!62j. I shall very 
should no, he R s . 4 , ooo U « ^ K»posal wj,h^ my brother al». 
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let there be dawn 
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j n D^lhi or n^t we must keep the Star of India going in Calcutta — 
hiveapipe i| ^ vas j on . It may be possible to have an office in Delhi to 
invasion '*j ^ newspaper there and, as the Statesman does, have the 

conduct or ‘ la j g sent oul f rom Delhi, then all that Calcutta would require 
comn; *" c , e of Nevvs Editors and one Sub-Editor to run the Star. 

J?, ,e however, to bear in mind that the quota of newsprint is being 
Sued more and more with the result that from the >s, of June a one 
\ newspaper will not be permitted to be of more than 4 pages. So, much 
1 matter will be required for the production of a newspaper from early 
t month Enquires have to be made whether the Government will 
nermit the starting of another newspaper just now either independent or 
the daily edition of an already existing Daily, because if such permission 
is n ot "ranted, or if a quota for newsprint is not given for such a venture 
then it is absolutely no use thinking of starting it. Of course you must 
have made the necessary enquiries in Delhi- 

Yours sincerely, 

HASSAN 

Apparently my argument did not impress him nor did my 
suggestion find acceptance. He acknowledged the above letter on 
May 30, as follows: 

My dear Hassan: 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th of May. I am sorry for 
the delay in reply but I had a long talk with Mr. Ahmad in Bombay and 
he must have told you all about it. 1 am now awaiting a definite reply 
from him. I am firmly of opinion that we should not miss the present 
opportunity at this moment but establish a daily paper and the transfer of 
the Star oJ~India is the only practical proposition. 1 think if you will take 
the bull by the horns in the matter it will be jammed in and stand. There 
is a very strong feeling and you will get immediate support and what is more 
necessary is to consider that it is undoubtedly essential for our cause. 

We should not miss this golden opportunity. However, I cannot say 
anything more.... 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 

J again wrote to him on the subject of a Muslim League daily 
a nd asked him to decide as we needed effective machinery, however 
small, to place our point of view before the English-reading public. 

k ^ was happy to receive his reply on June 1 g which read as under 
e cause things were at long last beginning to take shape: 

dear Hassan: 

judge th° ln recei P l of y° ur letter of the 10th of June. As far as I can 
two questions that we have to consider are; (1) whether the 
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present Muslim Press And Publications Limited should establish the S 
India in Delhi. Mr. Ahmad has pointed out various difficulties. ^ ^ 
for you to consider whether they can be overcome as you know the posi * ' S 
best. You have also to consider that if you can overcome the diffi c ] ^ 
whether you will transfer the Star oj India to Delhi and run it as a Daily ^ j S 
also continue to run in Calcutta as an evening paper. ( 2 ) Whether ^ 
should not start a new daily paper in Delhi by means of an entirely 
concern. In that case the name of the Star oj India will not be of much hT 
and we might as well call it the Dawn and' turn this weekly into a da'fi ^ 
As a weekly the Ddwn has reached a circulation of £,000 and is kno 
all over India and even abroad. But the real question is, what is the defi 
part you are prepared to play and what is the amount of support that 
will give ? ^° U 

I have already sent to you all the information that was available to me 
Liaqat is going into more details and 1 have requested him to communicat 
with you. It will be a feather in your cap if you and Liaqat can establish 
a daily paper which I need hardly say is most essential at the moment 

I am confident that you are bound to get a very enthusiastic support 
not only in Delhi but throughout northern India generally and especially 

in the Punjab and Bihar and U.P. This is really the moment for it. Pl eas / 

therefore, take it earnestly and put your heads together and persuade Mr* 
Ahmad and Sir Adamjee and others to come forward and give their h<*J 
support and all the help they can. 

As regards the resolution 2 that you have proposed, well that all 
their reply whidv^at^werTgocKl^n^oi^i^o s^nd" e nae along^with your^lettw^ 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


To this letter , rep, ie d o„ J une 22 as under: 

% dear Mr. Jinnah: 

1 thank you for yo Ur lett f , 

e 1 * instant returning the enclosures. 

I had a letter fr t • 

part.culars regarding thl! cosTof nT° “king nae to give him some 

' be, "S ,0 him. 0frUnn,n g' h n W o/Wiu. These particulars 
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•V i , 


1 has authorised me to tell you that under whichever name 

brol ic Dellii, we the Ispahanis will back it with 

choose to start a aa y 


My 


you <?iw ose | w |j ( J 0 oul . bit for a noble cause. We shall guarantee a loss 
pleasure am s ^ a mont h for a year. As for Adamjee, we feel that you 
of up to a 110U f i - it will be infinitely better if you do so- 

should approach him. 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 


After adequate correspondence and discussion, Mr. Jinnah agreed 
A 6 int v iew that it would be best if we converted Dawn 
W kMnto a daily and left the Star oj India to continue its service 
the Muslim League from Calcutta. 

Having decided to convert Dawn into a virile daily, the next 
task before us was to find a suitable editor, because on this person 
depended the success or failure of a newspaper. And editors, non- 
Hindu, were not easy to find, whatever the financial inducement. 
English journalism was no field for the Muslims to plough because 
it was covered with boulders of Hindu domination and patronage. 
Except for Brelvi of the Bombay Chronicle , a Hindu-owned daily, 
and Abdur Rahman Siddiqi of Morning News at Calcutta, there was 
no third first class Muslim in the editor’s chair of an English daily in 
our subcontinent. 


In these circumstances f I could only think of the Star of India's 
editor, Pothan Joseph, although his quitting the Star of India would 
have meant that the evening paper would again race downh ill to 
its financial doom. However, the overall interest" - of the Muslim 
natiorT overrode considerations of personal success or failure. I, 
therefore, decided to make the sacrifice and took the next step to 
persuade Pothan Joseph to go to Delhi as Editor of Dawn daily. 


I wrote to Mr. Jinnah on September 19 as under: 
Dear Mr. Jinnah: 



I have at last got Mr. Pothan Joseph to agree to go to Delhi. He will 
f. eav ^g Calcutta at the end of next week. Of course, I have not been 
e to find a substitute for the Star so far. 



Th 

Mem |? news P r * nt position in India is becoming very acute and the pro- 
a PPear ^ ^ ace t ^ le news p a per business within the next six months 
move i n *°i e * nsurrnounta l :) h.: unless the Government of India right away 
they alio/ 16 .* re , ct * on °f importing sufficient newsprint to cover what 
newsprint P eri °^ ica Hy to the many newspapers in this country. Our 
s ti lying in Karachi due to lack of transport facilities. My 
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qAID'*- . , 

ret --- CrS-t the obsurd price rf «U. ■ */■ >h P*—.... 
available from one o Yours sincere | 

HASSAN 


He wrote 


u,»r 7 1 as below: 
to me on September 


My dear Hassan: Joseph yesterday in reply to 

, received a wire ^"’fhe offer made to him by Nawabeada Liajp, 


, received a wire mom — offer made to him byNawabzada Liaqa, A J 
wire requesting him to accept n hj You Will see from hts telegr, m 

Khan on behalf of the Rs . ,, 2 yo /- and if that ts so I stand by i,. 

that you have already offewd Delhi immedtately. 

Please arrange that he shout 

in Delhi to see that this matter is put through 
I am specially staying, D ] was waiting f or his reply. 

and all arrangements are nia . 

, am enclosing herewith copies of his telegram and my reply to him. 

Please wire whether you can arrange to send Mr. Pothan Joseph 
without delay or else we must make other arrangements, do not quite under¬ 
stand what he means by saying that I should ask you to terminate his 
services whereupon he can start for Delhi . 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


I wrote to him about Pothan Joseph on September 26 as under 
as I wanted Mr. Jinnah to be fully acquainted with bis character. 
Joseph, knowing that he was badly needed to take charge of Dm 
daily at Delhi, was wasting precious days in trying to drive a hard 

ft, 6 WaS aS C01 ^ k ,00( * e cl as a fish. It was not his concern 
to hnd the money. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

Thanks for y„ ur l etter of th# Jis( 

Joseph has been playing a trifS 

e 'ery ounce of my patience t-A ^ ^ ame ' v ‘th me. I have had to utih se 
He is a first-class journalu° agree ’ 1 told y ou 1 *® cW him 
njj* a ? extra -ordinary reputati Ut ™ h L U U COmes to mone y matters, h e 
Ssh 0 " K f e gives pXl; - WKerever ^ goes, he gets into a 

charming °feU 0 Pe ?° n who > he thinks T* U C ° meS t0 h ‘ S kn ° cking 

8 Wlow m money ‘ Vr d, j: H£ “' 

is a heart breaker 


out 


However, he K 15 1 heart breaker. 

pocket in c P a sh m ' S Ua'°‘ ei ! e l0 <%- I had to give him Rs. 

s« * Instructions to give him Rs. j«/- ‘- V 
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Dawn were received this morning | 

him this money, I received a note aS 1 Was °n the „ • 

October 1942 a® well. This is too mur J! m askin g me to SIT ° f se ^»hg 
Written to him as per copy enclosed, and'ifh V'"''' 0 ' 
and thinks his services are indispensable t- does not come t„ i. have 
to any tune that he chooses to plav sha n ^ ^ that he can mil * Senses 
not leave for Delhi tonight, , ^li ^ IT *him Z '£*•* dance 

‘■ive, oiv„ in 


to any tune that he chooses to plav I *b.ll and tlaat he can mat Senses 
no, leave for Delhi tonight, , ^ ^ 

Monday morning terminating his services J am alive > S ivc hi m nolle ’ 
no, be allowed to play the giddy goa , any ‘^"" l ‘ S «P- He Z 


w j ^—v a U y more. 1 ^ vvu * 

Joseph, by his behaviour, has put me to sh, 

my predicament and will realise that the delay inVJ° y ° Ua PP r ^iate 
a daily is not due to me. y ln getting the Daivn started as 

Yes, I promised Joseph Rs. i 2 co/- h«> 
if necessary, go to that distance. ’ He got rT^ told me that 1 Could . 

from the Dawn weekly. So it was hardly fair IT!™™ T ^ Rs ' I00 /‘ 
lower remuneration than that received by him at present” 1 ^ aCCept 3 

II Joseph leaves tonight, and I hone and nr-,., .u * r , 
it ckar to him that he shall not contrite unde? his* ^rritet 
Indian dailies or weeklies except to the Star o/lte. We did no lay d"v n 

teZuc '7 d n ,° Ur 7" triCt , and he > “ntrary to fundamentals tha/govem 
the conduct of editors of first class newspapers, has been contributing articles 

under his signature to the Hindu, Orient, etc., etc. This should not be 
permitted as it discredits the newspaper that employs him. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

HASSAN 


On September 26 , he wrote: 


My dear Hassan: 


I have received your letter of the 19th of September informing me 
that Mr. Pothan Joseph will be arriving here by the end of this week. 


With regard to the other matter—about the newsprint—1 have handed 
over your letter to Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan to get in touch with )0u. ^ 

have already written to you enclosing the copies of the telegrams t at 
passed between Mr. Pothan Joseph and me, and I am suie you must ia\e 
received it by now. 

I have also received your telegram informing me that Mr. Jo p 
af rive here by the end of this week. 


Please make arrangements and see that he starts at once 
further delay. 

Hoping you are well. With kind regards to all ot you fro f 
Jinnah and myself, . i v 

; Yours sincerely, 

M a 1INNAH 
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AS I KNEW HIM 


qaid-e-azam 

rint relates to the sudden shortapp r 

The reference to newsp^ ^ The paper faced a cl ® » 

newsprint supply in *e ^ time . To avoid such a catast^ 

unless aid in ne^P; int ar t r he rice of which I paid to Star „J 

I railed one wagonlo , . and thus saved a critical situation 

a „ amount around Rs. f’ 

, received another interesting letter from Mr . 
On October 3 , . in full: 

Jinnah which I am reproduc g 

10, Aurangzeb Road, Hew Delhi 

3 rd October 1*43 
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“T dear HaSS “’ ,„ tter of the 38th of Septeeber 

I M in receipt of your letter 

- a*. x have read Joseph s letter 

and thank you very ouch for it. 

n ac rfpqired by you. Joseph has 
to you and I am reurning it es desired y 

. and we hope to bring out the 'Dam 

arrived and taken charg 

Dally” on the Eld day. 

, an rorwarding you'fletter to Liaqat regarding your vie,, 
about the newsprint and I will ask him to write to yo 
regard to the newsprint which has been placed by you at th 
disposal of the "Dawn" at Delhi. I am quite confident that 
we shall help each other as members of the same family. Let 
me thank you and Mr. Ahmad for all the help that you have 
given us. 

With regard to your guarantee of Joseph's salary - s ^ 
that you should pay us a lump sum of Rs 12,000/- and we can 
pay Joseph as well as any other member of the staff • My 
for asking you to do this is as follows: that we have bee" 
able to launch this venture withthe help of a few indivi' 1 
who have come forward to run the risk of making go° d th ® l ° 
This venture has not been started with the Muslim t- eagUe f ^ 
the two persons who have largely contributed are yourself 
one other public spirited and patriotic Leaguer lik« yt)U ^ 
therefore I look upon these advances not merely as 


reas 0 ” 


that t-;ese support* 


rs of ours really, in fact, consti tut ‘ 
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syndicate and when we cone to float a company, which „ , [ust 
ln the near future, I am of opinion that the, should at 
i.a.t receive shares for the amounts or amount that the, 
place at our disposal. It Is for that reason that I am 
martins this suggestion - that Instead of your paying the 
salary of Joseph every month and giving away your money n 
will be better to pay In a lump sura and after some time to 
receive It back In the form of shares. You may consider my 

suggestion and place It before Mr. Ahmad and let me know 
fhat your opinion is. 

once more I am very thankful to you for the help and t„. 

interest that you are taking in aef 0 ku ua 

taxing m establishing and launching 

this venture. I hope to see the paper become a really first 

class English dally which win be a genuine, real and true 

voice of Muslim India, and ! think, so far, every thing Is In 

our favour. It Is a thing which Muslim India never had and 

If we ere able to achieve what w, desire, this may give a lead 

to the other Provinces as tne reading public Is now growing 

and is very anxious to know the news and views of Muslim mgl. 
Hoping you are all wall, with kindest regards to all of 

j«UV A.'.. VAu • 


Hassan Ispahan! Bsq 


YoursJ^sincerely 


the Raj a P u ^* c spirited and patriotic Leaguer” referred to is 

a)a Saheb of Mahmudabad. 

In tVi 

an d cheer meT^ 01 ^’ ^ t<3r ^ n< ^ ia ^ e g an to pick up financially 

to repay Adam*° ’ UC ^ f n extent } t ^ lat I was able, out of the earnings, 
was an ach 6,6 S an ^ ^ s P a ^ an i s i° ans which were quite a tidy sum. 
c ean niyat (int leV \ ment f ^ an ^ s a ppreciably to our good fortune and 
*H 4 : ent '* i wrote to the Qaid-e-Azam on ioth March, 
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My dear M*'. lnnAh: . , _ 

u tin, l have this day returned Sir Ada mjee th 

Just a line to £ ki(U „ v advanced towards the loss that the StQ ) 

sum or Rs. « C‘0*V our Investments too have been returned.... 
sfhJui was Incurring* 

ours very sincerely 
HASSAN 


, r the exact date I am not sure, I learnt to nn 
In March 194 ' Joseph had been tempted to throw’ 

surprise » [° , he i.ue Sir Sultan Ahmed of Patna 2 

the editorship 4 I * Viceroy’s Executive Council in 

r “ % “Tir* w| “‘ 

charge o th. . ^ for p ot han Joseph’s behaviour, I was not 

Thit's trprised because 1 had become too well acquainted with his 
h ncter He would not turn a hair in sacrificing principle f or 
financial gain. Anyway, another editor for Dawn became our pressing 

need. 

On April 9, 1945, I received a telegram from Mr. Jinnah who 
was at New Delhi, reading: 

’‘PLEASE CONTACT ARTHUR MOORE (Editor of the Statesman, Calcutta) 
WOULD HE ACCEPT EDITORSHIP DA WN WHAT REMUNERATION 
CONDITIONS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 

JINNAH” 

Arthur Moore was out of Calcutta. On his return I had lunch 
with him and made the proposal. He declined and said that he 
was growing too old to continue to stay in India and was, therefore, 
returning to his home in England. He, however, suggested t e 
name of Altaf Husain, whom I knew well. 

Mr. Jinnah spoke to me on the telephone. I told him th 
Altaf Husain was a master of English, a former professor of Eng** 
at Calcutta University and at the time an officer in the Ministry 
Education, Government of Bengal. I told him that I had kno 
5 tat USai f p 11 ? 06 I9 33 * He used to write a Muslim column 

“Shahid” A il CUtta UndCr the P seu donym, “Ainul-Mulk” an< * 
to write a col ia '^ stat f d elsewhere, we had managed to persua 
was “Slings andMv ° r t ^,^ usaJman as well. The title of the c 
“Archer^flT ^ the pen name he selected f°r _ f |n’ 
prestige of our "7/ -7 Co Llmn which added considerably r 
§ ° Ur Ma J hs Particularly among the thinking *4 f 
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„ ir, Rencral The column was loathed and 
Lssive M US f ^ c "whom we dubbed as British toadies. 

' k fl( j e d by rne 

i -fore not difficult for me to approach Altaf Husain. 
It was, theiet ° ’, , we ll appreciated that he had to arrive at a 
We met meant his giving up government service with 

difficult dec.s - tak j n g a p | unge jnto unknown and unfalhomed 

its attendant . ]ast meeting was at my house s, Cairnc 

waterS ' ,Xht’ I was delighted to hear him say that he had finally 
, a ‘ a "k e S the plunge, come what may, and risk his all for the 
dCC „ I shook him warmly by the hand. 1 was overjoyed. He 
Td me Vo convey his decision to Mr. Jinnah, which I did in my 
letter of May .8, I 94 f. as under: 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

.Altaf Husain is joining the Dawn. He is an able writer and will 
i certainly be an acquisition. Have you decided to register the Dawn as a 
company? You expressed this intention to me fifteen months ago. The 
Dawn must be doing very well. In my opinion, this is the time to save 
in order to build. I feel that the prosperity enjoyed by newspapers will 
not last very much longer. Government patronage, particularly in advertise¬ 
ments relating to recruitments etc., which is today netting a large income, 
will gradually diminish. 


With kind regards, 


Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 


Altaf Husain reported his arrival at Delhi as fast as he was able 
and Dawn, which had already captured for itself substantial Muslim 
readership throughout the North and the adjoining Muslim areas, 
began to grow stronger and stronger with the passage of each month. 
■There was no looking back until Partitition compelled a shift from 
P&ryaganj, old Delhi, to Karachi. But as we all know, before the 

DrpVTn an ^ recor( ^ s cou ld be brought over, the office and printing 
So wW a ' Vn wer ® burnt and destroyed by Hindu and Sikh hooligans. 
Altaf HlisT^ aCtl j a T ^ brou g ht ov er were the name Dawn , the Editor, 
at Delhi Ju an i n ° w un ^erstand, a cheque book of an Indian bank 
h1 ’ Where funds of Dawn lay frozen. 

atthe °Got e mo V r e r f my 1 ? e P arture For USA I dined with the Qaid 

p UgUSt 3 b 194.7 w S H ° USe in Karachi - lt was on *e night of 
r° vi ncial M us j im T C Sett ! e(1 sev eral questions such as the Bengal 
l as e d me as my f a Fun< ^ s > of which I was in charge. He 

y ^as the main contributor to its coming into 
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or 


Dawn muo a 

i * ho bad mv consent on the spot and that, f f 
I told him 1 a , to f a ll in line. “So, he said, "it;,, 
sure, Anur 3 would b PP) j js gift to the nation.’’' 1 

national trust from this day on. S 

, r hpn I left Karachi, I left with the conviction that 
Therefore, wh I and was being printed for the usual 

Dawn was owned by the ^ ricke ty press owned by 

financial consi era 101 , -phis impression remained with me 

the Maroons at apie • , t he report that Dawn had 

until! wasstahc m > e the Herald was born. The reason 

foTK^eTname was given’in the issue of Match Into 
connection, I wrote a letter to Miss jinnah, who was a Trustee, on 
March 29, ijjo, an excerpt of which I produce below: 

My dear Miss Jinnah: 

The Pakistan Herald Limited has published on page 7 of its issue of 
March 19, 1950, in bold print an announcement that Messrs. Pakistan 
Herald Limited, Proprietors and Publishers of Dawn, Karachi, hereby 
announce for the information of....”. 

I shall be grateful if you will be so good as to favour me with the 
information as to how Dawn became the property of the Pakistan Hera 
Limited of Karachi. 

I remember very clearly the Qaid-e-Azam telling me that in accordance 
with the talks that he has had with me and some others regarding Dawn, he a 
made a trust of that newspaper. Even on the eve of my departure to assume 
charge of our Mission in Washington, when we discussed many important 
matters and cleared up a few of the old accounts and decided upon the dispose 
of certain funds, he did not mention to me the sale or transfer of ownership 
of the Dawn to the Pakistan Herlad. I write to ask if you are aware of any 
transaction having taken place between the end of August, 1947, an< l tllTie 
of his demise which could have entitled the Pakistan Herald to claim Do 
as its property.... 


With my best regards, 


Very sincerely your*, 
HASSAN 


The Raja Sahcb of Mahmudabad 

- D whn e % Q a id - e u A2am ' ,h ' '+&???*■ 

ssssv *, 0 7 t t MwSra u* 

ft Xhti™ ,“T„ U Ta by ' h A»-R ee h,rar of Delhi dated No*"*' 

W3S in USA projecting the case of Muslim India. 
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On the 2nd of April, 19^0 a statement by Miss Jinnah 
published in the Herald , the gist of which read as under: 


was 


“It was with mixed feelings of regret and relief that I found this morning 
that Dawn had ceased to appear regret that the paper founded by Qaid-c- 
Azam, which had played an important role in the fight for freedom and 
struggle for Pakistan as the true mirror of Muslim aspirations and fearless 
champion of their cause, should be no more after its existence for over 
nine years—relief at the thought that this suspension had made it crystal clear 
that Dawn belongs to the nation and has dispelled the confusion that was 
created in the minds of the people that it was the private possession of a few 

individuals. 


An application made in the Sind Chief Court for the appointment 
of mutavallis since Qaid-e-Azam who was the sole Trustee had not nominated 
his successor, as envisaged in the Trust Deed, was pending for nearly a year 
and the decision was announced about a fortnight ago. 

When I was in Lahore, I read an announcement in the Dawn that the 
wakf known as the Dawn Trust at no time possessed any proprietary interest 
in the newspaper Dawn of Karachi. I emphatically refute this statement. 
Dawn always belonged to the Trust. 

....The spirit and method in which the Dawn has been suspended 
so unceremoniously are not worthy of those who claim to be the followers 
of the Father of the Nation. The honourable course for the publishers 
of the Herald was to approach the Trustees as successors of the Qaid-e- 
Azam and hand over the Dawn to them. Their piesent action clearly proves 
that their intent is to throttle Dawn out of existence.... 


Clouds have darkened the horizon. It is now in the hands of the 
people to see that they soon pass away and Dawn emerges once again in 
all its glory. Nobody can protect national wealth better than the people 
themselves. Dawn is the people’s wealth bestowed upon them by the 
Qaid-e-Azam and I am confident that they will rise as one man to safe¬ 
guard this heritage from the doom that has been planned for it . 


On April 3, Altaf Husain replied to the statement editorially. 
It was a poor effort. The statement and the reply, I was told, created 
a public uproar and emotion rose so high that the editor and the 
publishers of Dawn were thrown into a very uncomfortable and 
precarious position. So on the 4th, the Herald died as quickly as it 
born three days earlier and Dawns body was exhumed and brought 
,fck to life on that day, with the following announcement prominent y 
ls played in a red box on the front page of the re-born Dawn. 


P e °ple want Da 
totla y than I. 


wn. 


DAWN ZINDABAD 

1 give them back their Dawn no one is 1 1 P 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 







The reasons why the name was changed have been explained. Th 

1 lie _ r . must r isriKQ inA 


matter 5 which appropriate authorities must discuss and seit, e ^ 



themselves. 


In the meantime Dawn rises again. May it dispel the gloom from the peopl e - s 
hearts as it has dispelled the gloom from mine. 

Dj ,vn was never dead-it was not intended to d.e-it will not die. 


All these happenings gave to me in Washington much pain. 


Mv brother, Mirza Ahmad, wrote to me from Dacca on April, 
about what had suddenly taken place at Karachi and enclosed a copy 
of the letter addressed by him to one of our young men, Mirza Abbas' 
in Karachi asking him to see Miss Jinnah in connection with Dan 
and assure her that Ispahanis would finance any scheme that would 
keep Dawn alive and active. In his concluding sentence, he advised 
the young officer thus: 


“Please do not delay as Dawn should be restored by the Trust without much 
loss of time.” 




The above quotation further confirmed, if confirmation ver ^ 
necessary, that Qaid-e-Azam must have also told my brother 
my departure for USA on September i, 1947, that Dawn, ty 
consent of those who launched and financed it, had been co 
into a National Trust. 


invert 


far I* 


In view of the circumstances detailed above, Dawn, ^ . j to 
am concerned, was and still is the nation’s daily newspaper, g' ^ 

nation by the three shareholders and by all moral rig 
to the nation and not to an individual or company- 





t. 
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VIII 


famine and politics 

I , rl half of 1943. that the Muslim League Govern- 

^ f uetded b> Ae ate Khwaja Nazimuddin was put under 

of the Hindu opposition. 

I W Pr eI s inC ThoSd! diedasTrfsuU of under-nourishment and 

Stanton. 1 The citics and in 

rnZTnil luld have been fewer deaths through 
search ol foo rice-eating population been educated 

starvation in Benga 1 fffnrlarains The poor people 

ltd 01 "know wheat m °They°did not"know what to do with it when 
Jtas°doled out to them. They did not know how to cook chapous 
or even prepare a tasty gruel with wheat forming its base. When 
gruel was served to the starved and emaciated, most ol them, 
particularly the young, fell victims to acute digestive and stomach 
troubles and died. Today, our East wing presents a different picture. 
Although the staple diet is still rice, wheat and its products are no 
longer unknown. They are now eaten, and this lact in terms o 
acute rice shortage will be a great boon to the Government and 
the people. The war was being waged with increasing intensity 
and Japan had gone through South-East Asia as does a hot knife 
through butter, and having placed Burma under her heels, was 
knocking at the very gates of India from Cox Bazaar on one side 
land Imphal on the other. 

The Provincial Government was called upon by Delhi to carry 
fto^ uss * an scorc hed earth policy and to make as little available 
^Boats 6 e ? eiT ^ as P oss ible in the event he succeeded in invading Bengal. 
* * e ma * n means of transportation in East Bengal, were burnt 

p ^ Was c3 u 

hun< Ired and fo r i ha i 0ne h 1 undred thousand died of starvation and approximately one 
torth thousand succumbed to cholera. 
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r .up pru^'r 

mus»f*S ti "“ 

in a major‘d in the p 011 ly uncultiva^ 
i nn resulting 1 n ica tl011 >* w efe „ule reserves, tv 
°f t’ansporWdon «>d c ,°^border a ^ ven rea5 °" e nt out of fear 0 f # 
jso^ess cultivation surp lus »“ jan G<^ som e areas, to begi n 
but were stripped th e Bri« sh ‘ eing fan’ 1 " 6 Distressing reports of 
situation *£ Provin- tQ re ach Calcutta * 

WrFZ" " the in tV village of each day. 

death through^^ rose wU Faz lul Haq/Shyama pwsad 

the figu«* 0 , in eptit ude ° an d early remedial measure, 

The neghg^fTto take vigo«" in Bengal. Th.s unp„. 
Ministry and its r j; of th e food s U d in doling out patronage 
added to the w3S more -w* as a whole, was ousted 

polar Ministry. « thall in the Pj ^ the responsibility „[ 

and keeping n wa s ent t jme. The unfortunate 

and the S!e administrahon at * C ‘ rovince was called upon to jo 
running 1 Government or The task was stupendous 

-»-1 ssrfita 

handicaps, went m a ° , l | t had no machinery at its disposal 

with an"extremelyd.fficuhtask. ^ ^ ^ Qrissa and Bihar. 

to purchase ric difficult circumstances that the him of 

It was in these extraordinarily difficult c rcuir ^ 

M M Ispahan! Limited, who for yeais had been neng J 

rice merchants and had at their disposal an organisation t 

be set in motion by the pressing of a button were cal ed R ) 

the Governor and his Cabinet to step in and help P ^ 

hour of agony. Opinion among the Directors ot the o P ' ) ^ 

not unanimous as one considered Government’s business was ^ rr0( j e 

alone. Patriotic and humanitarian considerations, however, 

all considerations and Ispahanis stepped in and got down to 

, • f-he Pr° vinCe 

Conditions were so bad and the food shortage in . p roV iiK e 

so great that nothing less than heavy imports from outside t e ^j. t0 

and from abroad and their quick distribution could hiing r V vas 

> rlirinrr U cel ntilPT DEI tS ® i „!/ P 1 


11 duroau ana tnCli cjuiuK uibuiuuuun — w | I1UX .. 
sufferers and to the dying. Help from other paits 0 ^ j aC ]c 0 
both slow in coming and meagre. War conditions fhj 

safety at sea made speedy outside assistance almost * nl P 0 ^ 0 cC^,; i 
South-Asian granaries, which were close to Bengal, " , h * 
y Japan. And aid, even if ships escaped Japan s ^ eC A $ ■ 
v C0Llntr i es , was as bad as having no aid at all. :| n ited ^ 

°ur was rice to be collected and more speedily ms 
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areas where none was available. East Bengal being a deltaic region 
and the main means of transportation being boats which had been 
destroyed in thousands in compliance with the Centre’s scorched 
earth policy, the speed of distribution was naturally slow. Ispahanis’ 
task was to purchase on behalf of Government rice where available 
I g M1 g a l Bihar and Orissa and to ask Government to arrange its 
transportation to deficit areas. For this work, the Company was 
given a nominal commission. 

After weeks of activity, a whispering campaign was started in 
Calcutta which spread like wild fire and later developed into violent 
attacks on the Muslim League Government for having created the 
famine in association with Ispahanis. The Opposition in the Legis¬ 
lature the Hindu Mahasabha, led by Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukerjee 
and the Forward Bloc led by the pompous Sarat Chandra Bose (elder 
brother of the late Subhas Chandra Bose) and Dr. N. Sanyal a vociferous 
member of the Assembly, spearheaded the onslaught. They attacked 
le Governor, a simple! honest and God-fearing Englishman. They 
I ^ t- hammer and tongs for the Muslim League Government and 

of the Province had little to • The Hindu newspapers 

their circulation comparative^^Tcongress/Mahasabha in the Bengal 

gave unstinted support to t g oceedings 0 f the 

Assembly. They published re P" S ° n ajor s Lhes delivered by 

Legislature, reports in «* h of discrediting 

worded innuendos by the reporters ° Yes, the 

further fuel to the fire of wan 01 ,, t t0 discredit and 

Congress and Mahasabha in enga we c llD norted it loyally in 

*«L *•szsz icSS*. — 

more ways than one. The Hind 
they adopted were fair or foul. 

i r some months adding to 
A blistering fire was maintaine t h e i r utmost to 

the difficulties of those who were endeavor g 

* Star of India, Morning News in English, Azad in Bengali and Asre Jod 


h 
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, frpss and to save lives. It was during this ti me 
reduce disties t f or t ] le pe 0 pl e Q f R lat Mr 

Shaheed Siihraw^ y ds 0 f innocent lives. It was at thf ^ 

r'.i.t Hii » J "r r~» "'7 »'"8»^ 

also that the. were f ann j n g the flames of suspicion and * » 

enemy agents- j p , 110 lishing the structure of confidence which'"’ 

«■'* v»“» bi™«d k ; 

ZZ .li what wa. their crime! Her -ere. in acco, 
Government request, purchasing nee and paddy m surplus areas and 

sending the grains to the areas in distress. To create a famine b y 
purchasing rice from surplus areas in Bengal Bihar and Orissa and 
rushing it to the deficit areas to arrest deaths through starvation, was 
prima facie absurd and a purely mischievous piece of thinking. The 
total purchases of Ispahanis on behalf of Government amounted to an 
insignificant fraction of the total shortage of well over a million tom 
which had resulted from various major factors given above. 

The talk and propaganda that famine was the creation of the 
Muslim League Government of Bengal and Ispahanis was too absurd 
for any sensible man to believe. Even Hindu political leaders like 
Dr. Mukerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose admitted in private that 
they weie fighting a political battle with no restriction on the choice 
° ,T a P° nS - time facts and figures 2 were given in reply to the 

With an '" res P onsible statements of the Opposition in the Assembly 

Hindu smS?' AS ’ HaVe Stated earlier - the Hindu P ress re P 0rted 

speeche S P made\rom GTemmenfb hi T° USly brief ex . cer P tS f 0 [ 

to me to sit with ■ benches. It was particularly painful 

°f lies fabricated by the^r^ ^ ^ le Assem kly and listen to masses 
These leaders were determi^T* ^ Mahasa bha political factory. 

presented by the incorruptible Wi ^ Pacts were 

late au ' har d-working Ml ^ e Minister , Khwaja Nazintuddin, 
^chet dUr B !?r Si<Wic,i !n^ oI S h ter ’ HS ’ Suhrawardy, and the 
challenged the S n'\ Abdur R ahman Si^ , S .P eakers from Government 
™ke tL r stated ers ° f the Oppos dl<,i 3nd 1 more than once 
Legislature. But out side the pL' *? n to be bold enough to 

wa,,s ° f the 

faithfully and Part,CUlar an d And the hr ^ statement p 

-— ' ~ i>i *i t: rS 

P tecti °n of privilege- 


I8 

9 * 3 , a \\ru|. 

VV “' te Pa; 


*per 

>i,c 

Scanned by CamScanni 




FAMINE AND POLITICS 


87 


I I have narrated the story of the famine in Bengal, solely with 
L obicct of recording the reaction ol the Qaid-e-Azam. He was 
rlu ' , l in j collected all through. All the hullabaloo created in Bengal 
r i not disturb him much. We, however, were most unhappy; 
icularly the Ispahani brothers. My elder brother, Mirza Ahmad, 
t0 Bombay to see the Qaid to tell him of our embarrassment 
> s eek his advice. The Qaid heard him attentively and advised 
his return to Calcutta to keep on furnishing facts and not 
Bff 1 1 ] ie art the agitation of our sworn enemies. Being young and 
tntional by nature, I suffered a severe nervous breakdown and I 
6111 beholden to the late Dr. B. C. Roy, a really great man, a great 
4111 - n a famous doctor of medicine and an admirable administrator 
^industrialist, who became Chief Minister of West Bengal after 
Partition and died in July 196?, for saving my life. 

When my health improved, I saw the Qaid in Bombay and told 
,. . w hitterlv I had felt the undeserved humiliation and kicks 

fcjch Ispahanis had got instead of receiving thanks for the service 
SUSL during a period of grave crisis. His reply was 
i 1 nllot , him “You are too emotional for a politician. You 
and 1 quote hi , f A politician should expect to be 

must learn to control youi teenngs. p course r J 0 n ot 

~s 'z 

dim as 5K 

work. The Opposition picked out t0 beat a retreat 

to scare you boys out of youi w fellows are one of the 

from the League. The Hindus think that you teUo, ^ 

strong limbs of the League and t at i is Y ' out) they think 

the strength of the League in Bengal. Y^v are fools. They 
that they will cripple the League in Benga • * and is behi „d 

refuse to see or admit that Muslim Bengal is n be * child; 

the League. They will soon see their error. Don 

stop worrying”. 

This talk was for me better than all *^ e Mattered h’ealth. I 
which had been administered to me to its o t Bat was not to e 

learned one more lesson from my gieat ca ^ a d no skeletons to 

too sensitive in politics, particularly " ien co urag e an ca 

hide in his cupboard and to face opponen s 
them blow for blow. 


nor 


u iuw iur 010w. T 

,., f i e Moslina Leagu 

The Qaid was right again. g ra ce, both ' vent 1 

Ispahanis receive a setback. By 
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88 Listan >vaS eV , en ier became the following 

strcng th to strength «*£££*: Muslim India for m 

;„rc g violenttheH.ndt.at^ r ■, > ^ letters of the ^ 

of the League and the g^^ from j and my5 elf which describe 

family. I g ,V " hangod between the j ^ jpped us all during ^ 
-hich were exchang ^ 

more graphic* > w hich « e P 

horrible day 20th September, 

„ j Mr IiruaaK: 

My . (hc Opposition led by Shyama Prasad Mukerjee 

While mud-slinging by m ^ thc clean name of Ispahan! to dust 

continues, while attempt by Govemm ent continues to give smashing 

continues with unabated - ^ Hindu press and the by news agencies 

replies to both, while p u arl d utterances of the Opposition, while 

continues to be g iveri . of the Government side of the case by these 

there is partial or total conve yance, I see bad days ahead, days that no 

very instruments oi w hatever be its composition, can prevent from 

Government m t« ’ are taken and serious efforts are made by the 

dawning, unless < 1 B eri g a l a large and continuous flow of 

Central ^fe^pdy .UteA is for the Governments 

foodgraim fr °™ P . d take serious note of the situation 

of the United Nations too.to s.t up ^ ^ ^ rfdease freight spJce 

for'the carriage of foodgrains in large quantities, from countries that have a 
surplus C As 1 Itave stated above, no Govemment in our Province can 

f , ni i r acle_none can produce rice sufficient to feed the people when 

there™litrie^r nothing 6 available. I foresee dreadful days ahead. May 1 e 
wrong' I apprehend that we shall pass through a horrible crisis ' he '* 
which has not been recorded, between . jth of October and t jthof Decemb • 

The food position is not improving. The Ministry in the P“*J; 
a province that can spare the food, is busy picking holes \ 0 me 

with Bengal instead of helping her to the fullest exten . chotura m 

that Khizr Hayat Khan is completely under the thumb of the bania Cho 
who is out, for political reasons, to embarrass an n.ot 

Unless those who can help and in them I include t ^ turn®J 
India, Churchill and Roosevelt, help without e a y* - , e j^ us lim^j 01 ^ 1 
into a graveyard and it should not then surpi ise anyon cgnsus is taken- 
in the Province turns into a minority when t ae ne. ^ jistre^ 5 - 

I am sure you can come to *• “ d of 
Cannot you contact Khizr and the Vicercy ^ urgency °f ® en& '^ c rS t 
the attention of Churchill and Roosevelt to ti become U n,tL 

demand immediate relief ^ u „ de n duty uf * 


Cannot you _ 

of defence against the Japanese. 


I * ^ 

In Wnrlrl War H fVu* dlllAQ wbo foueht against tne n. 


lied 


them sel ' ,c> 


s U' lite 


! 
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. to her aid? They should bring rice and wheat from the 
Nati0l BrIzil C °C^ atla and Australia who have more than they need. 

USA > 

vmv of our leaders here will refuse to strike so pessimistic 
Perhaps, m y^ ^ ^ fc ing with m y practice of pouring out 

3 n °i te rt to you 1 am writing these lines. Please forgive me. 
nl y heait to 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

18th October, 1943 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

T am enclosing a cartoon that appeared in the Jugan Mr dated 7* October, 

' The lm<m Mr is the Bengali edition of the Amnia tazaoi P°‘" 
’’ted bv the same concern. It shows to what depths of degradation 
politics in Bengal can go. The cartoonist actually makes fun of his go 

and goddesses. 

They will return on tn 3 ^ ^ ^ fini$h by the 28th instant. 

Lhave^authorised tLm to examLtdl our.lief centres^ their toured 

Te" M U lm alter 7f cTmmlrce. This tour, coupled ^vith the 
opening ol centres by them, will do our organisat.on good a^ w,H make 

those 'm distress feel that the League is doing some good service. 

I am triad to inform you that when our next Bulletin is issued, we 

2“™,” s'! “ktsK rrs'Ai. *£ 

mittances we receive from all over India-thanks to your very land appeah 
1 have one satisfaction and it is that not one pie of the money received 
being wasted or misappropriated by anyone. 


With kind regards to Miss Jinnah and yoursell, 


Very sincerely yours, 
HASSAN 



23rd October 1943. 


MOUNT PLEASANT NOAO. 

UALABAfl KILL 


hy Dear Hasean, 

Uany thanit6 for your letter of the 18th of October alo n ss 
tne en cl06ed cutting showing' the cartoon in «W^antar, but 1 

4 N *' Mbad > hiaqat Ah Khan. 
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QAID 


-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 


... IB not so good as to follow this u„^ et 
- ral i, ay Bengalee As s y 01j 

However. I Kept »<■ and would like t0 


explain H me> 

it means 

, am glad that the league leaders are now in Bengal and t#al 
y .u people are doing all you can to relieve the sufferings which 
La all accounts are really terrible. 

, neve received a cne^ae for Us. 10 , 000 /-, donation ft-om H l s 

. Majesty, King lbne gaud, wnlcn I have dispatched and 1 am happy „ 
mow from you that the money is properly utilized. .The Working 
Committee as you know is going to meet on the 13th and the Council 
of the All-India Muslim League meets on the 14th of November and 
by tnat time we should be in o better position to know how and 
wnere we stand. I am awaiting the report of Nawab Ismail Khan 
ahd Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan, who are now touring Bengal 'ana 
mil do all we can to help Bengal# 

as regards the ecandaloU6 allegations against ydur firm also is 
a matter that we shall cohsiaer, but it seems to me from this dis- 
an>-e -oat for the present we should Ignore them ajnu treat them with 

an, xurther attempt of mudsilnging is made against 
the Integrity of y„ ur f ir m, „ e 8haU 8ee ^ ^ ^ ; 

have followed it very keenly and critin ,t 

1 ticaily through ttke prcaa 

reports and ! f lnd tbat u ^ 

nents are making a poll tlC al 0 5h ° TO tBat ° Ur W °' 

sdd ill will which is apparent C ^T ” “ ^ 

propaganda. hey must fail i n their dla* 100 


With very kind 


mjrself. 


regards to all 


you 


rr om Miss Jinnati a^ d 


Vonj. s 


Hassan Ispahani, Esq. 
5, Caoao Street, 
Calcutta. 


Sincerely, 
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jvlr. Jin, na ^ : 

My dear letter of the 23rd instant, received on the 27th 

, ,hank you for r a 


idem 


cartoon when we meet. 


, shall explain .he 

r Rs 10,000/- has not yet been received. It must be 

Your cheque o • to * uc hi„« the three lacs mark in cash donations 
on way. ' ® f kind donations to the Chamber Fund. I am glad that 
and 0 J e Sa ,' C eb Tnd Nawabzada are pleased with the work that is being done. 

. rptnrc ls the scandalous allegations against our firm, I think suffi- 
i & pn said and there seems to be a lull for sometime. It is, of 
dent f vou and the League to decide when they meet in Delhi whether 
Tlt' Z of unstinted service to the cause and to the people is silence 
th ® nt ‘ wor d of protest. So far as the Bengal Ministry goes, it has repeatedly 
Mnded us bouquets and has openly acknowledged our sacrifices and services 
because they know that but for our service they would not have remained m 
office so lon<*. But the Ministry is called partisan and their utterances and 
statements are denied publicity even by “non-political” news services like 
the A.P.L Fancy the A.P.I. from here sending the factual statement of 
Suhrawardy regarding Ispanahis on the 1 8th of October and yet not a single 
newspaper in the whole of India bar Calcutta, publishing it. It is now 
found that the fault lay with the A.P.I. office in Bombay. The Bombay 
office of the A.P.I. has struck us below the belt. The Government of 
Bengal are taking up the matter with the A.P.I. here and A.P.I. will reply 
that they have transmitted the message in its entirety. Bombay chokes every 
speech or statement in favour of the League and seems to give the fullest 
publicity to every utterance or statement of our enemies and yet the A.P.I. 
claims to be non-political. So much tripe and rubbish have filled the 
columns of every “Nationalist” paper in India regarding Ispaharis* transactions 
and dealings. When replies are given and nebulous charges are met and the 
allegations smashed to smithereens, they do not publish them. This 
neither fair nor decent. The A.P.I. Bombay certainly owesan explanation 

If the Muslim League High Command cannot come to the assistance 

0 or does not defend those who serve the cause and the people and fight 

gainst such unclean tactics, who will? And who will dare to serve when 
called upon ? 

Wnfi kind regards to Miss Jinnah ancl yourself. 


is 


Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

* ea ding a g u n ^ eCe ^ Vec ^ a re_ass unng letter dated November 1943 

<c 

nev er desert those ^ 0U ^ ae M us li m League High Command will 

les itation to ad " ° ^ ° Ur friends but in this case, there can be 
0rds > and f a i se measures to repell ‘unclean tactics’ to use your own 
6 alle g*tions that are made”. 7 
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92 I 

. r r Mr P. N. KauI, Deputy High Commit 
In early »9 ^ * t0 mc at the Moroccan National Day f °r 

India in Pak's^ n > L he haJ rea d an interesting article in'one'T 0 ' 1 
and told me >> which my name and services am-, ^ 

”“ U ' « Kirpalani, . fe™, ** 

prominently. ' ’ 0 f the article. At my request 


I Mr M. n- r .„^ u 

prominent^- ^ of the article. At my request, Mr. ^ 

Bengal, was 11 {w0 c | ay s later, marking the relevant p 0rtio „ 

iJlow .1 .n «pW e •» •!“ happenings wl.d, pi „ ( 

—«•"« ,ime: 

X |-IE ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY OF INDIA 

September 6 , 1964 

THE I.C.S. AND 1-6 
By Moti K. Kirpalani 

1 • 0 „t nrpsented serious difficulties. Owners 

of s tockVJric S e e wet sc^Ere’d through 

A. Parage, datnage by insect. 
We failed to find any agency that could help. 

Time was pressing and the Governor, Sir John Herbert, called on me 
one dayand said: “You have got to do something; you must act quic ). 

I think I was fortunate then to chance upon a man of great drive and 
resource, Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani, who had the necessary organisation, al y 
men and ready cash to undertake the task. We settled on the terms, w ,c 1 
were approved by the Government. 

Later the deal with Ispahani came in for serious criticism at the hands 
of the Finance Minister, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, and others. R 
is easy to be wise after event. Ispahani blazed the trial which others followed. 

It may be of interest to note that Mr. Moti K. Kripalani was a 
Hindu and an Indian Civil Servant with an unblemished record oi 
integrity. Having been in an important chair at the time of the 
Bengal famine and having had top secret information available to him 
and not being particularly a Muslim-lover but, nevertheless, a re¬ 
minded person, he has chosen to record facts as were knotvn » 
him. The only error he has made is i n the initials which shouW 
have been M.A. (Mirza Ahmad, my elder brother) instead of M A..H- 
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more about the man 


i : Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a man ol slender build and gave the 

■ cSsion that a slight touch would throw hint off physical balance 
vvas an incorrect appraisal. Though he looked emaciated, he 
"as strong and courageous. When he was approaching the age of 
* v and was exhausted with work that would have broken the 
ta C k of a man thirty years younger, he met the unexpected dagger 
attack of a young Khaksar fanatic, bearing the name Rafique Saber, 
at his residence in Bombay in the last week of July, 1943. 

1 wrote to him from Calcutta on July 28 as below: 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

Providence has been most merciful to the Muslims of India for having 
spared your life by giving you the presence of mind to parry the assassin’s 
dagger. 

CO 

May you recover speedily and m?y you live long to guide and serve 
your people.... 

....My brother Mirza Ahmad must have called on you. 

With kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 


He relieved my anxiety by replying on August 3, as under: 

My dear Hass an: 

Many thanks for your telegram and your letter. Don’t worry. Thank 
whhe- 1 am alri§ht ’ m ° re wllen we meet - Thanking you for your good 

Lurt^ ma ^ i VaS . ^ ere anc * ^ ^ ia( ^ a ^ on § with him and he has left for 
ant will soon be in Calcutta and tell you all about it. 

With kindest regards from Miss Jinnah and myself, 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 
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The young man came to sec him with murd»• 

^ — «- %-m m % ttSfe » 1 !■> 4_ ^ _ £ ue “ as hi s 


goal. Seeing no one around, he whipped out his k t °4ect 
towards the Qaid. The Qaid, who was gifted with an* ^ pO' 1 
mind, spontaneously stretched his long arm and got hohU^ 86 ^ 
assassin’s wrist, held it down with the strength he-^°% 
called out to his Assistant Secretary, A. Y. Syed, who w ^ S . Ses N ar >5 
room. The culprit was apprehended and the law court a mdlene xt 
the punishment he richly deserved for his cowardly attack ^ 
elderly and respected person. c ° n an 


The Qaid told me that he had retained his calm throughout 1, 
dastardly attack and acted as if nothing worth mentioning had take 
place, io us and to the rest of India, he had proven that he was^ 
brave man and physically strong for his advanced age. 

By precept and practice, Mohammed Ali Jinnah has shown that 
not only can life he clean but that political life and the life of a states¬ 
man can also be immaculate. He has demonstrated that to even gain a 
vital objective for the people whom one serves, one has not to resort 
to dubious methods. To him the cause always took precedence over 
se .lie wore himself out and died because self, as it concerns the 
average politician, veteran or new convert, did not concern him. It 
was the cause and the goal which mattered. 

I can narrate several incidents which I had the privilege to 

erve ( uring the years that I worked as his political disciple. I shall 
cite just one. 1 r 


LedLve ' 946> 7 hen thc post-war elections to the Bengal 

iatsiss z'L r g l “ id “ d 1 «*••»"««'»*• 

for a dear friend of mine KfT^ ^ 31 Ca,cutta > l' av,n g made 
constituency which i had represent ^r° n ' ddin ’ in the South Ca,C “ t * 
before the closing of the nomi ^ f r ° m *937 until 1946. Two da) s 
much to the surprise of elders " lon date > a member of the Chamber* 
Haji Dawood, filed his nominal Iike the ,ate Sir Adanlj f 

standing persuasion and press!, r° n , papei ’ S as a candidate. Notwith' 

le * efused to withdraw. 


It was at this time that Q ait |_ 

Calcutta. One evening, just as* fie fT, arrived to stay with us i n 

drive Abdur Rahman Siddicji, one of ou r J lad ^turned home after 3 

friend, rushed in with the news that he h Politicians and an 
opponent and had finally succeeded i„ p ** 1a long talk with 
condition that I refunded to him R s . P *^ hirn to withdraw on 

money deposited t>}' 
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Tlw Oaid, who had not 
rcpca,'^ word.. Siddicp 
, lk ,i ht<l I . , i,.„ m bow came bis admonition. 

Mil.' ? In.liroc-Cly bribe to.get a candidate 


foil him .11 onci 


t . that his offer is rejected. 


but 


! ,a»^ linV 

I""' I ><' 

Pf ll 1 ^— rdS .Ur 

L tviih d, : n ,i«Tht him* 

PI & i s u,b.. n for a moment 

' . . iuhnvi.1 ShkHql 'h.‘would convey the Qdd’. 

A^ U . i his comi )oSUK ’ '* t j ic back verandah and settled m 

boy, that was the 

,„ rU blr .M‘ rs - -Valve Morality in po"tfcs Is even more 
'!?> ■’ because if you do something wrong 

' tlwn "V’ ar more people who depend on you 


. , «med bn . 
I" 1 '"* :„l left 

s^-" t hairs 


|1H 


\Vc moved on lo 

Thc Qaid said to me: 


Mv 


tin 

im| 


m 

Of 


piiM' 1 


le, 


i (Him 


,-e, I ag reoJ ; 


how con 


Id I do otherwise 


S? 


IV election w 
(that of my opponc 


held in due course and not one vote, not even 
bis ballot box. 


nt, was c ast m 

•• m n-L-idis’s hook* recentlv, I realised that 
lile. In Kanji Dvvarkadas s words, I narrate. 

I "In Jinnah was a candidate for the Central Legislative Assembly 

fram die Mohammedan Constituency in Bombay. He was over-confident 

(.(success and look no pains to organise an election campaign Ruttie, 

Sir Pmshottamdas Thakunlas and 1 were worried arid amused at Jinnah s 
over-confidence because all die time Jinnah was saying The electorate 
isonits trial’. In the end, Sir Furs hot tamdas and l, theiefore, canvassed 
for votes for him from the captains of a Steamship Company. What happened 
on the election day is worth recording. Quite unasked, Jinnah s Hindu 
friends sent him at least ioo cars to enable him to get his Muslim voters to 
the polling booths. They wrote to him that owing to the Communal 
electorates, they could not cast their votes for him hut they would at least 
do some service to the Motherland by helping him lo win the election by 
hint their cars. | he rest of the story is told in my letter of the 7th 
vembci, 11)4^ to the ‘Bombay Chronicle’: 

1 i yy j |j 

BirbaP * - ou pl ease let me correct a mis-statement which appeared in 
two decades^ ^ ^ ^ Uon ' c * c °l 3 rf l November? He says that about 
for the Moha Jb °’ i^' ’ ^ ussen klxai Laljee who was contesting the elect ion 
withdrew in Iw,^ ai \ sea * ^ rom the City for the Central Legislative Assembly 
c kction This Ul J'ltnah in, spite of the fact that he was winning the 

tiue. 1 hose are the facts. There were three 


! 11 (il4s F*ght For P 

lr3, Jinnah. ° m *9*3-1937 (1966). 
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candidates — Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Salebhoy Barodawal a and Mr. Hussenbhoy 
Laljee. Bv 10 in the morning, there was no doubt as to what the resuft 
would be, as for every ten votes that Mr. Jinnah was getting, the other tw Q 
candidates were hardly getting four. Before mid-day, Mr. Barodayv»U a 
approached Mr. Jinnah and suggested that Mr. Jinnah should request hi m to 
withdraw as then it would make it easy lor him to withdraw. Mr. Jinnah 
very politely said that it was not for him to ask him to withdraw and he did 
not mind his carry mg on the fight till the end of the day. W ithin half an hour, 

Mr. Barodayvalla Withdrew. A little later, Mr. Hussmbhoy Laljee yvho 
realised that Mr. Jinnah was scoring heavily, approached him yvith a request 
that he might be asked to withdraw. Mr. Jinnah told him to carry- on and 
he would not ask him to yvith draw. Votes were recorded right till late 
in the afternoon and Mr. Jinnah had a thumping majority against the tyvo 
other candidates.” 

When lauded for his reputation for incorruptibility, the Q a id 
would retort that those who praised did not please or honour him. 
To him it was natural for human beings to be honourable and 
impeccable in their dealings and unnatural to be otherwise. 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a tough task master. He drove 

himself as hard as he drove others. If something had to be done, it 

had to be done quickly. He had no time to waste. Food, rest and 

sleep had to wait their turn. It was his urge to for^e ahead with his 

work as speedily as possible which prevented him from eating and 

resting at the right hour and which, in later years, sapped his energy 

taster than he could replace. It was this overtaxation of his naturally 

frail body, particularly during the last few vears of his life, that made 

him an easy victim of tuberculosis, which ailment took him to his 

E grave. I remember servants announcing lunch or dinner when he was 

im discussing a problem or dictating a draft or a letter. He would 

take no notice. His sister, Miss Fatima Jinnah, tired of waiting for her 

rot er, would sometimes putin an appearance and sav that the food 

was getting cold. He would politely reply, “ Just a few more minutes” 

or say Go and start and I shall join you in a while”. But the little 

JJt , f tu f med into a lon g while. He had to do his work first and 

then think of food and other things. 

accuracy ] Tt j aS 1 meticulous, y methodical man and insisted on 
have time for * no P a tience with vagueness. He equally did n ° 
one Kad to , A° r a "’oollv-minclecl person. With I** 

hear h hi m a tS ^ ^ Mr. Jinnah to 


to 


too much oUretlisUnM f ° r Sentiment - H * 

ist ancl down-to-earth man. He did not p° 
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\ ure, he waS inclineH f ° be res 1 crvc f- “'though he changed s „b_ 
n r antiallv in this reS P ect “ urln 8 thc c,osm g stages of his lif e He 
Kved very few, indeed. Love to him was not a cheap commodity 
•°, jc h he could give away in basketfuls. ; 

1 remember Khwaja Nazimuddin, member of the All-India 
Muslim League Working Committee and a respected political figure of 
Bengal, being taken seriously ill at New Delhi in the first week of 
April, 1946. There were symptoms of a mild heart attack..He was 
rushed to hospital and admitted as a private patient. Having heard 
that his illness was serious, while we were at Mr. Jinnah’s residence, 
the Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad and 1 decided to visit our stricken 
friend and colleague and told Mr. Jinnah of our proposed visit to the 
hospital and enquired if he would like to visit Khwaja Nazimuddin 
as well. We were rudely shocked and tongue-tied when we heard 
him sav that if he took to visiting the sick and ailing once, he would 
have to devote most of his time to this duty and would not have 
enough hours in which to do his important work upon which the 
future of the Muslims of the sub-continent depended. After uttering 
these words, he switched his attention back to the pile oi papers 
which surrounded the green leather chair in his study. We left his 
room disappointed and went to the hospital to find, much to our 
surprise, Khwaja Nazimuddin pacing up and down his room and as 
cheerful as a lark. He greeted us with the happy news that nothing 
had gone wrong w ith his heart and that he had suffered from indigestion 
resulting from his indiscreet behaviour at the dining table. 

Mr. Jinnah w'as gifted with an inexhaustible store of will power. 
Once he decided upon a course ol action, no persuasion or argument 
would distract him from that course. If, for example, he decided 
to go somewhere or not to take more than a quantity fixed by him ol 
lood or other ref reshment, no amount ol persuasion and no temptation 
'vould wring a change in his resolve. He had so disciplined himsell 
l " at he could, without stress and strain, resist all temptations and 
P ladings. Yet, hard and determined as he was, his hardness was 
occasionally lined with sentiments and appreciation. 1 shall not l° r S e ^ 

incident which brought to the fore this little-known facet of his 
ar acter. I sha!I narrate it: 


e which sought to befriend everyone or to love many. By 


ann.M V ' aS an evenin g session of the All-India Muslim league 
C?, SeSSio " « Delhi in ,943. The Raj, Saheb of Mahmudabad 
,lv. . d "’ed with Mr. Jinnah and Miss Fatima Jinnah and as ,mt 


'1i 


- "*411 jvir. ininan anci mis* r<umi» j.— , 

^ncement of the session was last approaching, we °° 
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to 


, , in our seats as members of the Worki n „ 

• S" ‘i"' ,’rival. Instead of saving Co ahead ’ he asked u ^"\. 
b T^ * nted US both to accompany him anil Miss ji nnj S* 
l* k ' H Vhi, command came as a great surprise to us both 3 * 
SCS5 '° n ’ heveil We drove to the session in the same car''"" 
r" 7 \n,l her illustrious brother. On alighting at the gate', 11 " 
"’Til thl Raja and I stopped to permit our leader to mai hi, 
^spectacular entry, accompanied by h,s sister, amidst tht,^* 
cheers and applause from the gathering of over a akh, wel c „J 
their hero and their leader who was hghtmg the British and the Hind,!: 
to establish for them a homeland in the sub-continent. T 0 
astonishment, the Qaid did not move forward. He asked us both to 
join him and Miss Jinnah and ordered that we four should walk i nonf 
line. As we covered the distance of about one hundred vards which 
separated the gate from the dais, he turned to one of us and with as 
expression full of cheer said: “Mv boys, are you not delighted to set 
such a spectacle? See the large crowd assembled toniaht? Have we 
not grown tremendously in a short time? I wanted you both to 

servic^vouT- 10 ^ 111 S ° t ' Wt 1 COu ^ s ^ 0w m y appreciation of the 

'» the piLple” °CcoTn W H "]■ the LeagUe and alS ° t0 Sh °' V ,h “ 

“"'ing bom a nvm rep,,t«|T, ' 7 ? °T earS ' This " arm S esture ’ 
unexpected but | t cc , ta| , , cold *nd matter-of-fact, was totally 

ilSo within his f ra j| j- lc ( ^ em °nstrate that the man of iron 

I , 11c ’ 1 ^'m^n and appreciating heart. 

of his character 0 anot her incident t il , • J 

Lnt to 1 Hustrate the human si® 

| eade?\7i retUI ' n fro m Eur . 1 

1 br ° ught ‘Tr 

•toefmar ; of gifls M opp ortun t0 sc 


lnn When . te d na. ‘ lr >d J'nnan, as is ”, 

&^ ai < r ,u Ck" Se| uc,l' CU ar '- v . P«Oal to goo 
tu.' u<lto rni | i ‘ ) ‘ nv tie s u ’“'v tie s llim i lie expr« st ' 

“Well. K 


'i ' cc l in t-l " V1 ’ vven, , 
tlle tr llt , Affirmative. He t (,l(l 


lo me. p x . 

^ b* e a,iead > k,io 'ir 

bo tvs k' ,hat 1 Was ' f^iousi lka ’s H ,N. t] ’ ^ 'vent on to ^ 

he "'"-e “?<!« t|„, Unl ;il ,y, the | e{ 

<*>'<'? “<*- "t* 

t, *« 


‘' erc *11 tk d tl,e 'Ulp,.. 

1 ""h |' iH s 


0 l ’e, much 
were o 

u ‘Prised me an^ 



C| le . > ■’»oq ni e a''- 

• ‘‘J^'^culate cl re"' 
0> he sa^’ 




n 


to 


i 
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“Pakistan was not the product of the condac^ conSc ious of it. 

Hindus. It had always been there, only they were ^ ^ ullages, 

Hindus and Muslims thoug '^S . they wer e always two separate 

had never been blended into one nation, they . . 

entities.’ Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Alig ar h> 

March 8, 1944 - 
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‘Ihe bows that I wear are all ready-made wit i, st . , , , 

nape of the neck.' I told him that no fashionable nn^'' “ ° n tl,c 

1 - r»nrl if w n C finMTi ik^f 1_ ^ I WOTC a r<2t\(]y 


,|iade bow and it uas time that he learnt tvina * read )’ 

1 _ J tPalrh Kin^i Anri I i ^ ^ • HC- clpfAfl 


asked me to teach him and 1, with great pleasure li * T Ced and 
ponsibility. Using my right thigh as^he nlk, 


pona*^—; • .v, - v v... 611 ttS me neck, 1 tied anrl i 

In times to show him how it is first knotted and brought into * ^T" 
shape thereafter. He watched my demonstration with the keo. ?U[cct 

i ii —.l ^-v; i *-1 4. l i * l.. | ^v^Li 


Schoolboy anti then said that he would likeTT^a haJaXw^yit* 
His efforts were very poor and unrewarding at least for the hrst i f 


.fines, then the bow began to take shape and to assume a reasonable 
appearance We talked tor a while about my trip since we parted in 
London and he then went back to the business of tying a bow When 
1 left, 1 certified that he had graduated in the school for knotting a bow 
tie and that he should, hereafter, discard all ready-made bows and take 
to hand tying. The months and the years which followed were so 
heavily laden with responsibility and unceasing hard work that I do not 
know if the Qaid had an opportunity to don his dinner jacket two or 
three times, before be fell seriously ill and from which sick bed he did 
not rise again. 1 have narrated this little episode to show how human 
he was and how interested he was in learning even small things inspite 
ol his tremendous preoccupation and the heavy load of responsibility 


he carried on his frail but willing shoulders. 

O 


Qaid-e-Azam, as 1 have stated earlier, possessed a strong will and 
it was, therefore, a Herculean task for anvone to change it. Manv a 
time he took the chair at a Working Committee meeting with his 
mind made up on the course of action he would advise his colleagues 
to take and yet would listen patiently to their speeches and sugges¬ 
tions although they may have run counter to his line of thinking. 
He would then proceed to demolish the arguments which did not 
lit into his pattern of thinking and would do his best to win over the 
obstinate. He would not rest until he got his way. Even in meetings 
xv| th other Party leaders and the British, he would not cross the line 
be had drawn, whatever the threat, persuasion or inducement. It 
was on extremely rare occasions that he would bend even slightly. 


It was a common saying ot the Qaid that il one has faith in w wU 
e undertakes and in what he does, he puts into the job his u 
eavour and when success attends him, his joy is a,K 

"i.h thankfulness. He Mould often say. “Have faith and vou 
triumph’’. What a splendid attitude ol mind ant inspna 
4,1 - old and young. 

or maintain unit} lor 


lh Would go to great lengths to seek 


lie 
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llK | )llt when it clashed with a | Ul . 
knew that unity meant sticn^ stood out and prevailed * a ' 

mental principle, it is the laitc. 

... , .lisciplinetl man and he attached high v,| 

Qatd-c-Azam «■>' a disc | ^ organisoc | society «,ul<) „ 

to discipline in hie lo '.' preached discipline and called f£‘ 

e^ist, much less Hoti™.J when emotion got the better of^ 
discipline even at H’ ^ ^ a loving eye on their hero and to 
masses who had galhr | ain the state ol our nation to then, 

hear him give advice am I ^ rsona |ity that a couple of ca || s 

He was gifted with such . ^ in<]cx linger pointing to wards 

to order over a microp > • t bedlam into pin-drop silence 

the gathering, were adequat, to 

„ f his oft-uttered and oft-quoted remarks was: ” Y J 
° ne , of ted if you want to achieve your destiny and vote f or 
must be discipline ^ callcd upon by your Party to do so”. | t 

even a lamp po s ) n ctic influence created in his one 

«** ,«* him to wrench from £ 

hundred nu ion Hindus a homeland for the 

«h,h we and our children hve as 

f free people without fear of domination or persecut on. I 

No one will appreciate the extent to which the three words 
which appear on our national emblem-Faith, Unity, D.sciplme-- 
auided the Father of Pakistan in his daily life and though and „h y 
he presented them to the nation for all time to come With Faith, 
Unity and Discipline he was confident that the people of Pakistan, 
his children, would surmount handicaps, hurdles, trials and tribulations 
and meet any onslaught on their freedom with determination and 
with valour. 

Qaid-e-Azam could not countenance or forgive dishonouiable 
or unfair conduct. Several instances can be cited in support. Here 
is one: 


1( J C 

On February 20, 1946, simultaneous announcements vveie 111 
in the two Houses of Parliament intimating the Cabinet s decisiQ^ 
to send a delegation to India to negotiate the transfer ol power 
Indian leaders. The three members were Lord Pelhick-La\' |tn 
Secretary of State for India, Sir Stafford Cripps, President o» , 
board of Trade, and A.V. Alexander, First Lord of the Adni"‘ a 
.wording to Prime Minister Attlee’s statement in the Convn> ( ’^ 

. Ministers were proceeding to India with the express a" 11 h 
tr y lfl g to assist the Indians to achieve freedom as quickly and as 1 
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fnrm of government that they would want was lor 
. possible. The * hoped that on the attainment ol 

'iris .. “ m "7, 

freedom. !nd,a say that the British Government was mindlul 

wealth- He went ^ should bc able to live free front 

»l ^ c :' t ;; ' lian(1 , we cannot allow the minority to place a 

,ear ' the advance of the majority.’ 

veto on tn<- ,.ir 

• • a 1 i ic r p from the President or 

Thi p < lcclared that thC MUSUmS "'Id 

the Muslim Lea P p and Mus ] im co-operation would 

l" fortlKoming if the Cabinet Mission proceeded on any other 
assumption- 

.1 C abinet Mission arrived at New Delhi on March 
H T The leader of the Mission, Lord Pethick-Lawrence tried 
H. 'St 6 ' , a- t . An iee’s ill-advised utterance by remarking. 

,o remove the effect ot Attlee* Ml « num bers, it would not 

' ‘While the Congress at crept cs. nv f re | v a minority political 

iSSC.’Si - *• 

L ' .. Ml 

community. 

w , t foo t n| ac e during the Cabinet Mission’s stay in the sub¬ 
continent now forms part of history and these pages need not reproduce 
the events in detail. 

I may here state another instance of dishonourable conduct 
which the Qaid could not condone even .hough the person involved 
was an olcl^timc and trusted colleague. This happened during Sir 
Stafford Cripps Mission to India in the Spring o 1942, " en 
situation was not a happy one loi Britain. 

The Working Committee of the Muslim League, like its ii\*\ 
the Congress Working Committee, was engaged in holding one 01 
two meetings a day to consider the suggestions, pioposa s anc COLU 
proposals springing from various camps, including, o 
Stafford’s. Alter a day or two, it became patent to us in t it 01 ^ 

Committee that someone A\as leaking details ol oui de iciation. 
to the Hindu press of Delhi. As we were all men of honour m whom 
the Muslim nation had trust and as our head was no ot cr ti 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, their idol, there grew much discomfiture 


0 ,' t Mcnon: I he Transfer of Power in India. 
2 Ibid. J 
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102 Q , f her in silence and the situat 

Fach one suspect 1 a] |. 

amongst us. t»c cmbarr assmg 

became mere g. raise d by one of the membe„ 

.... next dav the matter se d surprise and shame that 

r "mittee meeting a'«l 1,6 P sholl Id leak out to the press ari( | 

•;! !'’ccreK of the Working Comn^ ha an d the Sikhs l o prep are 

the sceiev Congr ess, the jft | y jf and when they were 

‘^s tl to meet our argumen ^ Crjpps Mr 

presented trough our irresponsibility and unreliability 

l ho was himself unhappy o e sse d h.s displeasure and 

of a member or members, so - members fo remember that they 

without naming anyone rej^ by virtue of their high position of 
owed aduty to the Musb it by giving out secret information, 

trust and that they should no " k ha| . m an d 0 ur enemies an equal 
lor that did our people m members should desist from 

amount of good. He not only to so-called friend, 

reporting the gist of u ^ most truste d relations and friends, 
and the press but a ‘ ha<J issue d a mild warning, potent 

We were happy tha honourable man, and felt that it would 

-* ""rC” W Vo, again *, da, 

Influential Engli.k Jail, »,»,paper *. 
carried reports which contained some information cd what had taken 
place behind closed doors in the diningroom of SB.Hardmge Avenue, 
Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan’s residence. 

Once more the matter was raised in the Committee and the 
President expressed his sad disappointment and shame that notw ith¬ 
standing the request and warning of the previous day, news should 
have again found its way to the press. Every member assured the 
President with equal confidence that he had not committed the 
offence. 

Alter the meeting, each member engaged himself in trying t° 
discover the source which was responsible for the leakage. All were 
understandably anxious to trace the culprit. So New Delhi became 
lot cii\ Seieial Sherlock Holmes were suddenly let loose 1 ° 
solve the baffling mystery. Suffice it to say, various independent 

ST C , t0 tlle Mme - Old, loyal and trusted W* 

tTb ouIr? " innah w “ fond ° f - news about the culpr 
nets ffirl-m he ' m S ? me - strict secrecy. It was ^ 

trusted But nett i-i ^ ad dla ' ;< ' n his confidence in one who"’ 1 
to someth IS ” aml dis,ik -. » usual, had to give '" 

8 ° Wer and ths )' did. When the new Working tW 
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Muslim L«>gf 


ni l - ca 6 .. . ' . r ^*v-u»dr mew 

rth e 1V,W f r0 in the list. He paid the price for his i ncVls . 
itt e< pissing ^ n0 ot h e r motive, and Mohammed Ali ]i nnaA , 
^ ** he b arb ° U tll0UC h the execution was probably most painful 
‘fitted to give way to discipline. 


, P P- Sent*- 
to 1 


f not revealing the name because, i 
, * f0 t tTof the painful incident. Besides, both the axer 

more in our midst. 

‘Cl 


it will 


5 ** axe 


i ■ ff-prl with a balanced temperament. 

Mohammed AU J inna j W some person or cause one day nor 
H( „ neither as hot as hie nd f ffer ent, the next. But to say 

:t^tUe« will would he to deny the truth. 


Cue of the prominent traits in SK * 

his trust and confidence. Heathy ^ he rao yed cautiously 

not. When he entertained n was a bad egg, he struck 

and when he was convinced that p one man ^ some 

His name off the list. This happened «> m° occupy i n g at 


His name off the list. This happened w ■*»»- were occupying at 

were big personalities, having occup convinced 

Ac time high positions under Bntish Rule. » Uee p 

Aar a person was a bad keeper of accounts o‘ had a^ng^ ^ wen t 

or render accounts for the money en rus sDcnding on vital 

»d no, a rupee would be handed to him even tor ^"8 ° 

lid urgent propaganda. He would entrust t e url freauendy 
dse in the group and make him accountable lor them. q 

happened in the days when the Bengal Muslim League ne 
ex pand its activities and to fight elections. 


hut when he trusted one, he did not falter unless disillusionrn 
^vned iitv i-• i _ a-_ t -1 _ ■ r ca triKfprl did something 


wnen ne trustee one, nt* um nut iauvi —. 

- upon him later. Even ii the person so trusted did soniet mg 
went i -- —:4-Lnnr hr. suspected o 


u poil 111111 IdlLI , CVEll U Ulv jjtl jvu vi if 

, " c flt wrong, he was neither chastised nor was he suspecte o 
selling the cause.” He was charitable in bis interpretation and did 
1 ^ , irn Put e motives. He used to say: “He erred in bis judgement, 

( 'fi not do it to undermine the League.” 



Hi s ^° re l ^ an once vv l' ien I went abroad for Muslim League and 
P r °paganda, he told me that he had implicit trust in mean 
Eve^ 0 f Ut no limitation either on my activities or on my spending, 
^nestecn^ am f >assa d°rial assignment to the United States, when 1 
v *eryt tr ^ 1 ° ^' VC me P rec ' se directions or at least to tell me the 
which 1 would he permitted to go, he brushed aside my 


QAormarl V\\t PomQAormar 
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,. c |y on your judgement 
ancl C *|d err in g°° l1 fa,t ’' 


"I y0U ou " ould en " 
ref"' 1 ??“£, if y«» err ' r , the time of my assignment , 0 

rrpnr'"' ■ events at ' abroad having be c „ 

h recall' 1 ^ 3 , jtt | c hesiian - He heard my r 

. 36 .%- ^ * TOU ^ 

out of ; hc ..o“Vors are otderS, ^ , obeyed. 

and ''aid: must £ 0, i.:^U 1-irincrs to the frv„. 


diink twice. You ««**» 8°' ' which brings ,o the f„ 


j-0 jnci 

lslwl , narrate character: 

>'»e ull “ 1 ' ° Uj>or and was at the time leader of 

, oas i Deputy May° , tta Corporation when my 

* *£** for tKe Mayora,,y 
un » n '" commencing Apnl '• 


re 


som< 


P * r, V"' , vTc^mencing Ap 
for the yeai 


. c oinnH ,lv,,, b 

ember of the Working Committee I 
after my nomination, as im the Cabinet Mission was 

summoned to Dclh. oo March afte Having given the 

t0 arrive there on March 4- ^ , f jt he f or a day, to attend the 


— I ,. | left L.aicu«.«.t* - © © 

t0 arrive there on March M- , f R be for a day, to attend the 

assurance that I '«»■'<' £ ur ion for the year. While I was busy with 

first meeting of the Coipo j received intimation from 

the Working Comm'ttec t left Calcutta, Mr. H. S. 

Abdur Rahman Siddiq ^ no n f the Councillors of the Corporation 

.."ir : a he m ;t 1 a menZ of the Corporation) and 

hadle ^members reversed in^ou^an unknou. 


or 


When I returned, Qaicl-e-Azam had moved to Simla. On 
da\ of my leturn, he asked me to lunch and when 1 arrived at 


’ F “"' m in October „ 4 S to present the «s« 

Muslim rlnnss...i 1 ! eicd nic ,0 tour the USA anrl the Continent «P la , r tf di!f 


a was not a memoer o> uic v 

K decision of the members reversed in favour of an unknown 
schoolmaster in Zakaria Street, called Mohammed Osman, a B.har 
In origin I was distressed that a man ol Suhrawardy s stature sho 
have acted in this fashion and, particularly, in my absence. However, 
I did not tell the Qaid what had happened in Calcutta and went bac 
to be present at the first meeting of the Corporation in vs nc 
Mohammed Osman was elected Mayor. As a disciplined man I accep 
the reversed decision engineered by Suhrawardy, without argumt 
r rancour. 


the 


India and thereafter ml a™ F ° n,m in Uctoh er 194b to present trie . •„» 
Muslim demand for me A t0 tour ,hc y SA and the Continent rxpb ^ 

delegation sponsored \>x*c'' ^ cou P* e °I months later, he made nU‘ 1,1 u , jn i <* 
Muslim young mrn ^ Government of India to the Middle, Fast where mV t 
Au gust I+ , S" 0 " (lll) great work for PakjsUll which becam e a ' 
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“i_if.Uo Mr. Mayor! 

, 0 „,ed me in the fo"owing A ^ J 

Rise. T k and congratulations. nQl thc Mayor. Truly, his 

\Velt on ’ l ' ls ’'!vcieoutofp lac e e this?”, he said. 1 did not 

f | tc jtati° nS j shock. Hon . sj _ “Suhrawardy! 

eV'ffer a°ntoment’s reflection he J ^ ^ happened?” was 

reply- A “Yes, Suhrawardy. , tQ him how Suhrawardy 

1 tl ' e " ^question at the table. . o • leadership, sabotaged the 

■He Absence, for »^' ( ^ cllloB and Alderman and 


1 t nuestion -• r I • own leadersnijj, 

,hf , l t 0 mv absence, lor re “ 0 p Councillors and Alderman and 

'" W ' decision of the Muslim L g worked hard to secure for 

had substituted his own candid tc thereafter was , "Yes; do not 

1 naTioritv of votes. Ail mat ‘ “fWainlv I do not. 

Mind, my boy”. My reply was as bnef, Certainly, 


, . no tt ce d that whenever opportunity offered, he 

Since tlien > responsible missions particularly outside the 

entrusted m ° " haps to indirectly express his confidence in 

-a’-i. *»• - 

Suhrawardy. 


I have narrated this story because the follow 






In 1946 as I have recorded elsewhere in these pages, Suhra- 
wardy, who was a member of Khwaja Nazimuddin’s Cabinet and was 
much encouraged by the latter for his hard work and brilliance, 
scuttled his leader’s ship to launch his own as Prime Minister ot 
Bengal. Nazimuddin, as I have stated previously, withdrew from 
political activity and declined to seek election to the Legislature 
because he did not want two tactions to be created in the Muslim 
League, which would certainly have weakened it against the 
Opposition. But, in a year’s time after he quit office, the Muslim 
League Party in the Bengal Legislature realised the mistake it had com¬ 
mitted anc l the Last Pakistan section of the Party elected Khwaja 
Ip a2 '. miu ^' n as ‘ ts l ea der in preference to Mr. Suhrawardy. At 
snath' 0 ?' ^ tV/ ' mu( ^' n retook the reins of office which had been 
There ! ' r ° m ^' s hands hy his own colleague in the Cabinet. 
L ! ter ’ Suhrawardy found himself high and dry, with no post in 
P nc,al or Central Government. ‘ 

** l,s »in HidaL m? , ^ rawarc ly at a dinner given by Mr. Ghulam 
'erandah ali . a i ' n ^ arac ^‘ early in August, 1947, he took me to 
years 0 ( service r an< ^ sa ' ( ^ ha a rnournful tone that after all the 
a< ' to look f or S()l l e Mus,ims » he was now out of everything and 

sou of employment to keep himself active. I 
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., , m S ee Qaid-e-Azam and talk , 0 
was so touched that I decide^ ^ ^ Q| . two later. "» 


J touched *h« h , di d a day 
about Suhrawaid), 

I Oaid-e-A»m and pleaded with hi m 
When 1 spoke m Ae ^ cnce and capability should no, be £ 
a man of Suhrawardya• g ^ g . ye us added strength which „ - 

out and that his ,ncl “ ked into my eyes with surprise and m 
SO sorely needed, he loo ^ asking me to do something ^ 

•‘What! Hassan coming ‘ w hat he has been doing to yot, a |, 

Suhrawardy? And that t , sa id : “Yes, sir. Hassan is 0 „| 

these years?” In a •»*** He does not matter What ma tters 

one out of ninety odd | to you to utilise his intelli gaK( , 

is our country, 1 ak,st ', J or form.” He again said, "Do you 

and services in some 'n^nc <yeSj ^ , do „ He threw his head 

really mean it. ' I wh ’ ile an d then said; “Well, I think 1 ca „ 
back and though (Q send him out as my Personal R„ 

do something. ■ , Mkld |e Eastern countries to explain 

presen tativc understand us better. He will be given the 

££. ’or L ,- .to 

,d be Utilised in the country, his answer was: It..not post ble. 
Nazimuddin today enjoys the confidence oi Bengal and if I include 
Suhrawardy in my Cabinet, it would be tantamount to expressing 
no-confidence in Nazimuddin and this, you will agree, would not be 
the correct thing”. I replied that he could easily get round Khivf 
Saheb and have him accept Suhrawardy as one of the Ministers ol 
Bengal in the Central Cabinet. His reply was that it would not be 
possible right away but that after the dust of the controversy and 
rivalry settled down, which would take at least six months, he 
would be able to include Suhrawardy in his Cabinet. 

With this offer, I went to Calcutta in the third week ot August 
to wind up my affairs and prepare myself for an early departure ' or 
Washington to assume charge of our Mission as ambassador, hi Calcutta, 

1 visited Suhrawardy one morning at his house at 40, Theatre h° a 
and, as usual, found him lazing in bed. At that time, he vvaS 
co-operating with Mr. Gandhi whose influence on the Hindus ° 
n 1 ° UI ) eais grown to be a legend. I asked him to 
JV C ° nit u t0 l ^ c veran dah as I had something serious to talk- * n V 
toaetr , he u , as the verandah and I told him what I had been . 
Minister fi ' K , < ' )ai,L He kept on insisting that unless lie was app 0 ' , 

beseeched^him W0 , UW the country on any ^ 

of the new naf - n ° l ° T P ett y> to r ' s e above self in the wide' 1,11 . 

lhc Qaid’s offer° n i|" C ' ai1 " e;ite<1 and 10 accept, without l0 "‘ i( |ril 
“Her. He point-blank refused and added, “I '> ave * 
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. cr Muslims in Calcutta and to share their fate, 
|Hrs akc m,V oro him to think again and told him that he 

no* t0 .... it may be ' . v , to think over the matter but his reply was 
" h fi Invo <> nc or Vi° ' made up my mind.” I told him that I would 

!> lV wWch contained certain terms, for the Qaid 
l "( l carry W sure that they would be rejected. As I was 

1,0 , c cept beca**ff d , are ma king a grave mistake. You wall 

t0 ,1 said: Slia,ieC the Hindus. A time will come when 

l0 '"!!'caleu tta s0 l<an f -1S ‘ f the city and you will have to run for 

';;^l be hounded out of theojr ^ ^ be late . 

„ r 'if*’ antl MkC il Sn uphill one, whereas today it would be just 
£ c task for you «* 11 b ° a " ? he sai d ; “Well, I have told you 

£-> » -«• 0 ”° db ’'" And ” 

my mind ana 

I left him. 

„ v.nhi I saw the Qaid and told him hovv 
On my return to Ka ” C ^ ' ppoin ted a Minister. The Qaid 

Suh T r k y h!s S S and said: “Th/is finished I am not prepared 

Ifactept terms and conditions from Suhrawardy . 

1 i *w what I had anticipated did 

He°did take refuge in Pakistan. 

I have narrated this story at some Jf n S* *° He^redprocated 
sterling human qualities of Mohammec » J lia „ nan imitv could, 
loyalty with loyalty; he was not and he 

at the appropriate time, transcend all other console 
would help even those who once had served m their ovvn 
were no longer in office due to their own indiscretions. 

The Qaid-e-Azam was no master of languages.^ He 
profess to be one. He best expressed himself in Eng is > > 
this language, the meticulous Don would have found some Maw^ 
But what did it matter? He was gifteol with a logical min a 
Blinking. He could grasp anything in a flash ane was a e , 

I his thoughts in a few words and clearly. His vision, pai ic ‘ , ^ 
natters legal and political, was penetrating- He possesse f ur ther 
s | * ing problems and questions and their implications a iea niade 

! . an anyone I liave known. And it was this rare attribute ' ^ 

Jh not only a g reat advocate but also a force to conten - ns 0 f 

P^ 'tical leadership. And the combination of the best Jn ^ t ihs 
tlnie w hich was pitted against this sole being kne^ 
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Great as he was, he knew his limitations. When his *^1 
exceeded the bounds of admiration anti ca led h,m 
(the Kin, of the Believers), a title given to Cahphs o hey 


r 


(the King of the Believers , * «“ ”, ke woukl iZ. 

spiritual and political heads ° b your religious and , p > 

do not call me this. I do not p o ess ^ JP m Uj| 

guide or leader. I am your po „ , . i i- ' Vl8 « 

when he was expected to do s 
he would not hesitate to declai 


I 


sur 

me 


.nlitical leader and no more’ 
ler l am your poiiuw . , , -"-’v isp 

expected to do ~ " *** 

ot hesitate to declai j 

As a patient he must have been difficult always. He certain 

As a pat , ijf e Frail as he was, his mind and bod,, 

was m the latter year in bed even when he was ill, and 

rx'ts.; - hi - w * -*"■ 1 “ * 

one instance in illustration. 

When he lay on what was to be his death bed in Ziarat, he was 
■rounded by mounds of files. When asked what they were he toltl 
me that most of them were from the Ministry of States, and he was 
incharge of that portfolio. When I appealed to him to forget the 
Hies and take complete rest to help his body to fight his illness, he 
replied that paper work did not hurt him. He had to attend to urgent 
matters of the Ministry. It Avas his responsibility and the people of 
Pakistan knew it. He had to serve them. When I saw his special 
physician, Dr. Elahi Baksh, in the evening, I told him that he should 
not permit the Qaid to dissipate his energy in a work which could 
easily be taken care of by others. He replied that his was an obstinate 
patient who would not listen to his advice and that he had done his 
best to keep the files and the Secretary away from his room and had 
failed. He had, therefore, to reconcile himself with the great man’s 
reactions and behaviour. 

Allah had bestowed many gifts upon our great leader. His inte¬ 
grity, ability and capacity for work and negotiation, so well known> 
were only some of them. But to say that he was a near-perfect nti® 
Irom all points of view would not be correct, and a statement he " ou 
have himself refuted. 


By and large, he was a serious-minded person and there v,as .^ 
frivolity about him. He, nevertheless, enjoyed witticism on tbc 
occasion and laughed with others. Sometimes, at the dining 
i elated interesting stories and anecdotes which were enjoyed by 
present. But this was not too often. And again, in the last H ^ 
years of his life, he had forgotten, that is if he knew b e J 0,t \ }, e 
meaning of relaxation. He drove himselt harder and h ar er 
grew older and weaker. 
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lawyer of high reputation and one of the half 
Besides being »J^ W , time in India, he. was a shrewd bus.ness- 
top P » ctlt ' 0 r, life the investments he made were, arge y, 
^•rttoV 0 "* d through this gift and acumen, he increased 

man-.j! J\ sound and tlir g s ,f ares he he | d appreciated four, 

i udiC Ith considetably- MO a, price. So did his investments 

y Qaid-e A^ ^totTpaTtimself but Ztlimse^o death. 


In to me from Srt»*r « e rest even with n a 

much better already fromthe c g that l am tak.ng 

L of my arrival here Th - % necessary for me and 


* «*■> ^ and 

after seven years ° v er y it u possible for me to ,, ° S ver y 

1 hope to remain here as o g the words Yours very 

For the first time, this >e tter was )u st “Yours sincerely . 

sincerely’ ’. His normaUndmgc ^ ^ becauseit indica ted that I had 

This change was mo devotion to him. 

moved closer by virtue ot my 


id ciosei uj -- - 

Even when ill or on a holiday, ^ 

from work and take comp e before paving for Matheran 

illustration. Again on April in f orm you that I feel 

for a spell of rest, he wrote: Th* » P* for Mathe ran which is a 
much better now, and I am leavi g ^ re main there till 

nearby hill station in a couple o J be Readymoney House, 
the first week of June. My a res . ^ me informed ol any 
Matheran, and, of course, as usua y ou , Although I am not on 
development that may take place in eng • main completely 

the active list tor the moment yet l CMfflOt 
indifferent to anything of importance that m<y PP 


It will be noted in the two concluding S j n his ch aractel 

quoted above that there was an element o res hard the path 

to drive on hard until the object was reached, ? _ p l ac e in the 

and difficult the task. The word ‘procrastination aC ted speedily 

uictionary of his active life. He decided qnicW * dealings to 

°, n his decision. He wanted those with whom he 
do hkewise. 


i . sitting on 

One evening, after the day’s work waS ® Advice which he 
Of my Calcutta home, be told me of the adv.ee 
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QAlP 


. s I KNEW HIM 
AS 


, when both were young men. He a(ld , 

, from the Aga Khar, h the wisdom the advice con,^ 

'T CC \v 'V. benefited largely >■" shou |d ever refuse to see a„ Vl) ; 

'hat he had t that no on fferea wit h his views. 

Tlie advice i:.|ihed him 1 . . E refuse to meet even ,l' 

hoover much ,. you should^ * Is not ^ 

the Aga Kiwi' t o s ec you never know, he may h, 

‘lovh himself,f he or advice-J^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

you to acewhich may t,, ^ Jinnah told me, “you t 00 

T et , g d guidance”. ^‘Ild be one of the golden rules'of Z 

should adopf this pohe^ >t sfmu am aU the. better for it. It has * 

life”. I accepted this a 

me handsomely through subtle propaganda by interests 

An impression was create , t>’ de nce, that Mohammad Ali 

inimical to Muslim prog'^ ^j that P he was bubbling with conceit 

Jinnah was not a people stna ^ Utica l leader. We heard ,t of, 

a shortcoming unpardonan Hmit Q f his arrogance and conceit 

repeated in diverse ways th ^ ^ Qn Mr . Gandhi and to discuss 
was demonstrated by his re sidence and thar Mr. Gandhi had 

political matters with him at us 
l visit Mr. Jinnah every time. 

This, of course, was incorrect 

Mr. Jinnah, he was ndicu e • ’ opagan d a had not a shred of 

M^—s express himse.f on the subject! 

"°7 C °t^h?t S ^"^£cTon sag 

to go and see Gandhiji at tnu 1 t j . political 

going to see him. This was not true m the early « c J ain edto 

friendship inspite of serious diffeiences o op»n . J him to 

me why he stopped going to see Gandhiji am ms c. q ^ was 

come and see him. This" is, he explained, what ta 

he with Gandhiji tlun one after one his secretaries and a art i c l eS had 

and interrupted the conversation on all kinds ot flimss excuses ^ ^ j lter . 
to be revised, papers were to be corrected immediate n, a you ^other- 
in-law had come to see him complaining against ill-treatment >) ^ jinnah 

in-law, etc., etc., and no proper discussion could take l ia ... ijnnah 
complained to Gandhiji that if the latter’s colleagues did not ^-.^jhiji’ 5 
coming down for frank talks, he would not any more come l ° ”4 
house, and Gandhiji’s accepting Jinnah’s just grievance readi ) ^ 

j plano®J 

“Politics is a game of chess. It calls for cool thinking ^n s re sok e 
There is no room for emotion or for plunging into a rec 

Kanji Dwarkadas: India’s Fight for Freedom, Bombay, 1966. 
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Vxrprx point, itn agamat, lias to be weighed \ 

leader L to see ten moves ahead”. These words and^ords'm * 
same effect I have heard h™ utter more than once. I narrate ’an 
ind dent which may be of interest as it relates to his reaction on 
the subject or politics. 


When in 1 94^ I accompanied him on his tour of Bengal and 
Assam, the President of the Assam Provincial Muslim League, the 
ll0 w famous Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani of East Pakistan 
called on him at Sylhet. Reporting the activities of the Muslim 
League in Assam and assuring the Qaid of the fullest support of 
Muslims in the struggle for Pakistan, he narrated with emotion the 
sufferings of our brethren in some parts of Assam as a result of Hindu 
injustice and persecution and their persistent effort to push Muslims 
out of Assam and Sylhet into East Bengal, weeping bitterly as he spoke. 
The Maulana’s sincerity impressed me and I was so moved that I had 
to suppress my tears to keep my eyes dry. 


The same evening when the rush of visitors had ended and the 
Qaid was alone in his room, I went in to speak to him before dinner. 

1 referred to the conversation with Bhashani at noon and told him 
how deeply I was impressed by the sincerity of the Provincial 
President, adding that if we had more active and enthusiastic 
Presidents like the Maulana in the other Provinces of India, men 
who were willing to suffer and make sacrifices for the cause and not 
work for personal benefit or aggrandisement, the Muslim League 
would, indeed, be a stronger and much more active political orgam- 


sation. 


He told me that he did not agree with my opinion ol the Mauh. • 
He thought that men like him were not fit to be ladenandcouM 
no. be relied upon to deliver the goods. "Sentimental nonsen e ^ 
emotion have no place in politics , he sai . 5 (,v hard 

game 0 r chess and evils cannot be cure. emotiomV J m is easy 

work, courage and determination. . P emotlon , a rational policy 

to torn on and not so easy to turn off- 
might become the first casualty . 

, i .iroarher and may 

“This man”, he added, may he a g°° j ea( j er> particularly 
draw tears from his audience but he is not a goo t ^ e e yes dry 

in times of crisis when the head has to be ^ e P 
to see clearly and to arrive at decisions 

. i t ] ie Maulana ht 

He ended by saying that he did not c °\ Muslim League and 
to be President of a political organisation * 
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112 , . itself of his leadership and of men of p, 

the sooner the ^'^'would it he. 

temperament, the 

1 not merely because it 

I made a note of ‘« s '^Tthe Qaid-e^Azam's mind W*,£ 

s.«* w “ •“■ 

political leader should posses 

i the ir role, he advocated greater freedom 
In regard to women ana ^ ^ c[d \ WO rk and to take an interest 
to them and encouragemen homes, when they were able t 0 

in affairs outside the con n ^ ]ect of their domestic duties and 
find time without dere ,c !^ ren What he preached, he practised 
responsibility for their c Miss Fatima Jinnah, accompanied him 
with equal sincerity. His y seated near him on the dais 

»—*■. s ** p c °p , * and *> 

He encouraged ladic> . t h e ir role in the national lif e 

their sisters to ena homes. He believed that for progress 

outside the confines of the,rmvn^ d to contribute 

Women were not overlooked by him when 
constituting his Working Committees. Begum Mohamed All, widow 
of Maulana Mohamed Ali Jauhar, was a member 0 ls ° m ™ttee 
for several years uptil 28th March , 9+7 when death stole from her 
the pleasure of witnessing the establishment of a Muslim homeland in 
mir sub-continent. 


Us 


The Qaid, on every appropriate occasion, emphasised that 
students should not participate in active politics. If keenly interested, 
their interest should be academic only. They should observe 
and study the political events and developments around them and 
equip and qualify themselves to play their part when they had finally 
finished their studies. It was his conviction that active participation 
in politics distracted the minds and energies of students, whose mam 
responsibility to their parents, themselves and to society was to gi ye 
undivided attention to their studies and to qualify for a profession 
The Qaid considered it necessary for young men to have a means ° 
livelihood and to ensure their future. Only when they had establish 
themselves in life should they take the plunge into the ocean of P° ,ltlC *f 
To adopt politics as a profession, particularly during the early y e ^ r / 
t en ives was, in his opinion, not only inadvisable but detrimen 
their long-term interests. 


an ] ^ 0 Meve J‘> with equal sincerity he advised that student, 
and female, should maintain an active interest in the political ^ ' 
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mcn ts of their country and a so m international affairs, as such interest 
> increase their general knowledge and keep them informed of 
lc problems facing their people and the methods contemplated o, 
opted for meeting and solving them. He would say : •'There s 
plenty to do for young men and women before they enter the political 
trena. They should first finish their studies and establish themselves 
on a sound economic footing before they think of participating 
actively in the political life of the country Only when the struggle 
for Pakistan had reached fever heat and entered the final decisive st£r e 
calling for the support of every Muslim, young and old, did the 
Qaid-e-Azam deviate from his views regarding students’ participation 
in politics and ask them to take part in the election campaign of 
j 24^-46 and that too for only a few weeks. 


The Qaid-e-Azam was a man of strict scruples and was meticulous 
in his accounting for the money he received from the public. Each 
time he appealed for funds on behalf of the Muslim League or in 
aid of disaster-stricken Muslims, he met with encouraging response 
from his co-religionists in the sub-continent. Cheques, large and 
small, and Money Orders of all dimensions, poured in. Each day 
the postman handed to his Secretary the amount he had brought to 
pay and, along with the money, was given a large bundle of receipt 
slips for signature. It would be difficult to believe that a person like 
the Qaid, who was a very busy man indeed, could find time to sign 
every receipt personally. It did not matter whether the receipt was 
for ten thousand rupees or for only four annas. He must have received 
thousands of remittances of under one rupee which he himself 
acknowledged. When it was suggested that he should delegate this 
work to someone else, he replied: “Certainly not. I must sign the 
receipts myself. To the poor fellow who sends me four annas, that 
sum must be what ten thousand rupees is to a wealthy man. To me 
the value of his four annas is as much as a donation ol ten thousand 
rupees or even twenty thousand rupees. The poor man should know 
that I appreciate his response and value his contribution. Besides, 
when I sign a receipt, I know that I have gained one more sympathiser 
for our cause. What greater reward can I have from my own people 
than this joy? After all, signing a few hundred receipts will nol hurt 
me. Support from the masses will give the League and me increased 
strength and it is this strength that we need to succeed in our struggle . 

Even lor donations, large and small, promised by peisons, he 
would write personal letters to the Presidents of the Provincial Leagues 
concerned as well as to the individuals. I give below two letters by 
* a y of illustration: 
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qai 


, AS I KNEW Him 

d _f-\zam as 

? ?r d November, 1944 


My 


dear Nishtar: t he undermentioned gentlemen 

, am enclosing *" ^ ^ ^ 

who tod promised *^ onatDe ,hi. 

Fund during the last 


Rs. 1000 


■ 50 


Mian Mohkam ^een, 

C/o Sardar Aurangzeb W 

Mulla Jan Mohamed, 

C/o Sardar Aurangzeb Khan 

1 , , More but perhaps for want of proper 

I had sent reminders to them1 M ’ and further, even if they did, 
address they may not have reac u scd thequcs . l am therefore 

unfortunately they have not sent ^ this matter and .1 possible, 

troubling you to take a P* r despatched the enclosed letters to their 

aet in touch with them after hav 1 J sha j, | uve t o announce that they 

respective addresses. Otherwise < ^ responsi ble to the public lor the 

reaUzation"of ^ the : ^!contributiions which have been announced publicly m 

the session. 

Yours sincerely. 


18th November 1944 


Dear Sir: 

You will remember that you were good enough to make your con¬ 
tribution* towards the All-India Muslim League bund during the last session 
at Delhi, and it was announced at the time. 1 have not troubled you, hoping 
that you would send me the promised contribution as soon as possible, but a 
considerable time has now elapsed, and so 1 wish to remind you about it, ^ 
after all I am responsible for realising the donations that were publiffilf 
announced. 

Hoping that you will kindly send me your checjue without any iurtWp 1 
delay, and thanking you, 

Yours faithfully, 

M.A. J1NNAH 


Mian Mohkam Deen, 

C/o Sardar Aurangzeb Khan, 
Premier, 

Peshawar. 


*Your promised contribution is Rs. 


1000/-. 
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“No nation can rise to the height of glory unless \our women are side 
b\ side with you. We are all victims of evil customs. It is a crime 
against humanity that our women are shut up within the four walls 
of the houses as prisoners. I do not mean that we should imitate the 
evils of the Western life. But let us try to raise the status of our wo¬ 
men according to our own Islamic ideas and standards. 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Aligarh, 
March io, 1944. 


■ 
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Ali linnah, rich as he was, was frugal. He was 
jVloham nieu J __j ,1 i_ ,.r _ ll a r . 


extravagance and vain display of wealth. As fortune 
him he made the best of his life. Hehad an excellent home 


|apP° se< nil)l , 

sn iiled on e hest locality, tastefully but not ostentatiously furnished. 
|situated 1,1 iacu ^tely an j | lis hospitality was always adequate, if 

He <Jr eSSe( Vet he did not believe in waste whether it was his money, 
not ^ others or of the State. He would make it a point to 

thC r ?° n rf superfluous lights in his home and, if they were lit for him, 

I'ltO r i •_ 1, „ „ < Cimn liilipn Kp aaP. nvprnnr.rii-'npral rir 


S" 


home of his host. Even when he was Governor-General of 
in the 0 at t h e house which now bears the name “President’s 

he would switch off unwanted lights and would say: “It 
K ° USe to waste money and worse if it be public money’’. I have seen 
I? 1 Twitch off’ unwanted lights in his home, in my house and in the 
tvernor-General’s House. It would be an excellent example for 
Sur nouveau riche to emulate and for our younger generation to follow. 
After all, there is nothing but undiluted truth in the age-old adage 
“Waste not, want not”. 

It is true that he was not too generous with his money in his life 
time. But the real liberality of his heart was revealed after his death. 


I would cite an instance—not generally known—of his sublimated 
humanity. After his death, his will revealed that he had bequeathed 
a large sum of his hard-earned money for the good of the people. Out 
of this bequest, several educational and other institutions have received 
handsome donations. His humanity expressed itself in a form b\ 
which not some individuals but successive generations of people are 
benefiting. This is the highest form of charity, which in Islamic 
terminology is known as Sadqae-Jaria (continuous charity). It is a 
rare instance of a political leader practising such philanthropy for the 
well-being of the people in addition to his national and political ser¬ 
vices which by themselves have entitled him to their lasting gratitude. 


From early youth, Mohammed Ali Jinnah possessed a wealth of 
self-confidence and determination and these two qualities plus ability 
and perseverance raised him to his later stature in public life. 

One evening, when the day ’s political work was done, he and I sat 
v°n the south verandah of our Calcutta home, where a good portion 
? the revitalised Muslim League’s history was written. He was in a 
lof^R’ ni00( l as he had succeeded in getting the United Muslim Party 
sAll | t0 a ? ree to g° into liquidation and to join the ranks of the 
n. ia Muslim League, making it overnight the largest and most 
act, ve political party of Bengal. 
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() AID* t'.-AZAM AS I KNIW HIM 


I 16 

He spoke of his early days as a Barrister. It was a hard |jf c j 
in and day out he waited for a brief to turn up but it did riot. ^ 
a new junior and too unknown to be taken notice ot in a pla Ce j.. ils 
Bombay with so many solicitors who had theii own young relatj, ' 
and friends to cater for. Mr. |innah was not blessed with 
godfather. 

Touts used to approach him with the assurance that they w 0u l ( i 
get him briefs for small cases if he fell in line with the accepted practi Ce 
of giving them an agreed percentage of the tec. Although he w*. 
keen on getting started and earning a living, modest though it ma 
be, his moral rectitude would not permit him to consider such 
overtures. “I felt that I would rather have starved than accept SUcK 
solicitations and, by God, I was badly off! , he said. 

He regularly visited the courts and went to his chamber hoping 
that some day his luck would change. It was at this time that some 
friends of the family wanted him to accept a permanent post as a 
Presidency' Magistrate. He declined this advice but accepted a tempo- 
rary post at Rs. £oo/- a month as a magistrate in Bombay in 1900. 
k He did not stay long at the post because the urge within him drove 
Ifiiin back to bis chamber and practice. Seeing him acquit himself 
Mother well as a magistrate, the attention of lawyers and litigants 
was drawn towards him and before long, briefs came in. 

Once he began to appear in court, his troubles started to recede. 
He conducted his cases so ably for a young man that his practice grew 
and there was no turning back for him. Through patience, hard 
work, industry and ability, he achieved success and fame in his 
profession. 

His self-confidence was never shaken. He always was sure that, 
given the opportunity, he would make good. He did not want to 
serve on a salary, however tempting, and however exalted the position 
that was offered to him. He wanted to be independent and to e 
his own master. 



It may be stated that the Qaid rarely, if ever, spoke oi his H 
hood and youth with anyone 1 know of. He did not appear ^ ^ 
concerned with those days. From the time I had the p rivl ^ y 
becoming his political disciple, I observed that he had little-tun ^ 
unfruitful talk although with the ladies, when his day s 
done, he was a picture of politeness and grace. In his ear )£ 0ll ndl 
a ge, lame as a lawyer, membership of the Imperial Legislate 
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AIMING AT ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 

FEDERATION OF MUSLIM CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 


|T was in August 1943 when our leader sncW a 
1 forming a Federation of Muslim Chamber of r ^ aboUt 
Industry. There was one Chamber, the All-India Muslim CW^ & f 
Commerce & Industry, at Bombay, which was somewfi ^nhl° 
somCj It was in name an All-India body but its influence did riot 
spread even to some of the larger trade bodies in Bombay itself Sir 
Sultan Chinoy was its President. Mr. S. M. Jamil, who has now taken 
to the promotion of fairs and exhibitions in Karachi, was its young 
and ambitious Secretary. To avoid an open conflict between the 
Bombay body and ourselves who saw the need for establishing a real 
active All-India Muslim Chambers Federation at Delhi, I went to 
Bombay and negotiated a pact with Sir Sultan Chinoy. After returning 
to Calcutta I wrote to Mr. Jinnah on September 3, as under: 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I reached here on the 1st instant after a very pleasant journey. 


I am glad to inform you that the tentative agreement arrived at between 
Chinoy and myself has been approved ot both by Sir Adamjee and my elder 
brother. The only snag is the Presidentship, but if vanity has to be satisfied in 
order that benefit may accrue to the Muslim nation no public-spirited, 
farsighted and selfless man should hesitate to satisfy such vanity. 

The terms of the agreement are briefly as follows: 

1 • A meeting shall be convened in October/November 1943 ^ cxv 
for the purpose of forming the Federation of Muslim Chambeis o cm . 

& Industry in India with a view to bring within its orbit a t e ex * 
Chambers, also to merge with it the All-India Muslim Cham ei o 
& Industry, Bombay, so that there is one Federation for the whole of 

?* Arrangements f or the convening of this meeting l g om bay, 
Mr * Hassan Ispahani and All-India Muslim Chamber oi Comm , 


1 10 
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aZAM ^ ' KNEW ” ,M 
QA in-B'AZAM 


QAin-* 1 "" 

, Ke president of this Chamber undertakes 

shall he invited; S ^“|^d co-opiate ; 

to attend tins " e „a Federation which is being prepared 

, . co „ s u.ution for the FJ° con stitution of the All-India Musli m 
' '^"d suitable port.onsof, ^ for|n the bas .s of dtscussi on f„ r 

timber f ^’""iSonrf- the proposed Federation. H 

evolving ' " sent to Sir Sultan Chinoy in advance 

c . c.dtan Chinoy’s candidature for Presidentship 
For the first year. Si 
.hall be supported by botn p 

With kind regards to Miss Jinnah and yourself, 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

I Mr Nurur Rahman, the very able and experienced Secretary 
ol the Calcutta Muslim Chamber, was appointed as the Organising 
Secretary of (he Federation. It was his task to organise the provincial 
Muslim Chambers where none existed and to br.ng them into the 
Federation. Existing Chambers too had to be affiliated to the Federa¬ 
tion This, of course, was not an easy task and it took seven months 
of touring, advising and organising by the Organising Secretary. 
On April 3, 1944, 1 wrote to the Qaid: 

“_I have just now received a letter from Nurur Rahman, the Organi¬ 

sing Secretary of the Federation of Muslim Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry, advising that the Punjab Muslim Chamber of Commerce have 
on the 29th ultimo written to him asking for affiliation. This is indeed 
very good news. Confidentially, news from Bombay is also good. The 
Chinoys have fallen out with Jamil, the Secretary of the All-India Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce of Bombay. They have resigned from that body 
and have thrown their weight into the Bombay Muslim Chamber ot Commerce 
where they propose to establish a majority and then Apply l° r a n affiliatK ,n 
to our Federation. The latest news is that these people including Sikan ar 
Dehiavi and Habib Rahimtoola have obtained the necessary majority• 
Sultan Chinoy will be elected President and the Chamber will be affil'^ 
to the Centre. There is an understanding with me and these P e0 P , 
tiat oiir old undertaking holds good, that is to say, Sir Sultan C 
candidature lor the first Presidentship of the Federation will be backed 1 


H-dT?’- t!" Vie T of a11 this > ‘he prospects of getting on the way eaffi 
hurdle 8 ' A ," ,llis is extremely'pleasing 6 Now our most 

Su,r mS c >C 8*** 1 "* »f * place in a good locality where «« * 

° ffiCe - Wi ‘h'>ut an 'office and a ielepHefV,, 
t a c to render the service that our constitutents will requ'iv 


Scanned by CamScanner 





nr iNDBP®' ID ® NCB 

A r BCOHO» | Ml roWo'l 

A ,MIS - t o whether vo« ^ M il 

. from v ° u ■* t i >1 \aH ^ 11,1 f n r tKl 

ud to *»" If vou hAvr not. 1 u ^ $ cC^ „ 

- i *Z?*v*g!r~ •« * s"° d . 

r me f ro mN-nc>W: 

i> ^ Mr. Jinnah « rote to 

pril ». ' ,44, ' 


On AP r 



3th April 1944. 


MBQ 


• i- “*■*’ ^ our i.ti.r Ot tn. »nd or .arc 

' r "" ot U- 3 * of «’ rU °° W “ rri ’’ al *' D ' 1) "' 

... 1,ttW “ „„ 0I .uunderetandlng. «y “ 

, d. ‘ h ‘“ 1 ““ "... « but I certainly ..ant 

Hi a not suit® catch ae, out i 

“* r ‘ tar , ... pu.il. C».->ars or CoWare, and «—«** at 
.federation of tae u 

, runjat, -oalU Cbe-rf or O-erce oaa «““» 

o* u, .... » -*« >** 41SCUSSlnS “* Mtter 

■no «>u« tor arnn.uon to and 1 -»• f «“ > our 

MU, ot to. 3rd toat yoo b.~ u fact r.calred intimation fro. 
the. and they will be affiliated la due course. 

I thin* your latest news with regard to Bombay la correct but 
I aa not sure that you should continue your old tinders tending. 

The real work was done by our people. 1 should suggest that Sir 

*dujee should be the first President because he la the man, who 
represents really comaerce and Industry. 

kB regards your office la Lcinl, l»r. tJurur Renman had come to 
before I left for Lanore and 1 hope to see him again very 

nor, ua c „ be done Out notnlng definite na. aaterlalLe* 

10 tu ln “*eurlng . building. 

» «««d. lb. printing pr... „ aadlner/, 

#Kl ' ‘••-in. ,t. 


we must proceed 




tmna you do it or leave It to me and 

®®nd jp at. 

’ lh « PrOBlR.fi 1 >*a_ 

The 

*&ae to u B 


oif tr h ^roBiaea letter ae soon &• yo u receive It. 

048 been — - 




or t n . * e accept it aubject to exh!6imi~ 

e ^chinery 

. ‘-r-tr^fore, the question of /myUody oluc 
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( ,, QAID-E-AZAM as . KNEW hlM 

chipping in doe 3 not arlae. A»y -0. I quit. egre. .Itn you ^ <# 

.Eould t..p the ...ECtl.tion confidential. Therefore, PI. M . ^ 

„ the letter ae soon as possible and let ae Kno. .nether I ehoul. 
proceed to exaalne the aachlner, and tale dell.er, direct 1„ . hlth 

, nmnPtent man to examine it. Don't delay thi 8 

case I shall send competent mcu 

. „ hfive v0ur immediate instructions, 

matter and let me have you -- 

1 » eorry Ahmed -as not able to cone, but I hope that he 

. „ in here for a day and I am really glad that he h M 

from Lucknow drop in here i oi « 

agreed to seree on the Planning Committee. It .111 add to the 
prestige of the committee and he -111 undoubtedly be one of the most 

, , in cprvine the objects that we have at heart, 

valuable and helpful in serving j 

I am in Delhi according to uy present programme till the 17tb 

then I will have to go to Lahore and from there to Sialkot where the 

Punjab Provincial Muslim League conference is meeting. 

* Hoping and praying that you are now alright. With very kind 

regards. 


Tours sincerely, 


Hassan ispahani, Esq., 
5, Camac Street, 
Calcutta. 




In my letter to him dated April i 2, 1944, I wrote the following 
with reference to the Federation: 


My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I thank you for your letter of the 8th instant. 

With regard to the Bombay news, 1 shall be only too glad not to ha\e 
Sultan Chinoy as the first President of the Muslim Federation. You, however, 
remember that it was your advice that Calcutta should, in spite of the backing 
by Bombay out ot its part of the undertaking, keep the Presidentship open 
lor Chinoy if he came in. With this advice in mind, when I was bst 11 
Bombay 1 gave in to the proposal made by Habib Rahimtoola and Sikan **■ 
Delhavi regarding their capturing the Bombay Muslim Chamber ol Cornu* 151 
and affiliating it to the Federation on the understanding that Sultan ChinoW 
who has severed his connections with the All-India Muslim Chamber 0 
Commerce and Industry of Bombay, should be made the first Preside 1 * • 
11 >ou aie able to influence these youngsters who, 1 am told, will do an)f * - 
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“Those of our brethren who are minorities m Hindustan may rest 
assured that we shall never neglect or forget them. Our hearts go 
out to them, and we shall consider no effort too great to help them and 
secure their well-being for 1 recognise that it is the Muslim minority 
provinces in the sub-continent who were the pioneeis and carried the 
banner aloft for the achievement ol our cherished goal oi Pakistan. 1 
shall never torcret their support, nor 1 hope the majority ol Muslim 
provinces in Pakistan w ill fail to appreciate that they were the pioneers 
in the vanguard oi our historic and heroic struogle lor the achievement 
ol Pakistan which today is an accomplished fact.’’ 

Qaid-e-Azam: Eid message, Aug ust 
m l8 , 1947 - 


Scanned by CamScanner 



aiming at economic indbpbndbncu 

thc n I Will he only too glad to drop Sulutv You know rny 
0, ?j J S incc the trick he played on me on the eve of the laat immtlm. 
Lling s for ( >n11 the Federation. I shall be glail to have your advice in »h,' 
a' pclhi 7 m sure, you must have discussed the Federation with my brother 
^gttcr. h| s very short stay with you in Delhi.... 

Yours very Mmrmly, 
MASSAN 






^Ygain on 
r Dell^h aS 


April 17, 

under: 


1944, 1 addressed my leader, who was at 


My J«r Mr. JinnaH: 

, ^;,,iniinn of mv last lines on the Federation of Muslim Chamber 

In continuation 01 1*7 

Commerce & Industry, 1 am enclosing copy ol letter irom Stkandar 
I ° u^T received by me this morning. I await your guidance in the matter. 

L „ e g. r Su | tan chinoy be left out without breaking the gentlemen's agreement 
Cmved at between Sikandar, Habib and myself when I was last in Bombay? 


I am also enclosing a copy of letter received this morning, from Ghulam 
Mohamed . 1 I have thrust my neck in the lion’s den. It seems that I am in for 
trouble with my good friends. 


The world is full of worries. 

I wish you success in your mission in the Punjab. 


With kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

From “Kooshik”, near Nishat in Srinagar, lie replied on May 

2o, 1944: 


22 JUH Near Nii-hat, 

<S) 

“y dear Hassan, 

I have received all your letters, and I thank > 0 - for 
ano Dt m* deal with them all, as I have tfot now at last =- 0,ue 
brea thlng time. 

I Pirst, with regard to the Punjab, I think the s ^ ^ 

n Qaae quite dear and the issue has been cry-talll 



Finance Minister 


of Pakistan and, thereafter, Governor 


General of Pakistan. 
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... thoroughly fth'J " ost • f fAciena y th , 

noir up to us to org* ri0t .d th* information you hav# ^ 

Leae ue in t». ^ w< a .,„ r ,.. n to th. Calcutta corto,,'*’"' 

“ Tte ' ofitt.r or gr«t «U.f.«l.n to you th.t »„ J> 

“ d « ^ , .horo in your Joy. 


«* It must - - -■^ i <h . r . u yo «r J.y. 

,,een so r::::.» s *. pnn.i« whu * * tn,nH 

. u. unnwn". unfortunate 


you 


for 


as regards tii* p 

Be , tire ny -»« *• — U rur " Pa " n "’ Unr ° rtU “ t,ly 

Ration from our p.opl. » thot tho co.poslu, -.chinos .... 

,, of ..PKIM only by «... *» tha)r wlU be of “ w. 

enable of .01 „ lt h gaspots anrl can < 

u, in Delhi# as they «r. «« 

t scinoirur you 



u »« to 

u, in Delhi, as thay are .. C,Uy "• 

utilised in Bombay or In Calcutta. I am aonhlng you her.„ Uh 

copy of the full report from Joseph and our Manager, Mahmood Hll( , 

eor'vour information. In these circumstances, you might no, d, (1 ' 


a 


,1th the Hyderabad Government In such a manner as you may Uu* 
best for your own purpose. 

With regard to the Federation of Muslin Chambers of Commerci 
and industry, no doubt thatthe success w-s not due to the reason¬ 
ableness on the part of our opponents, out it was due to the fact 
that the Muslim Leaguer*- and others <to.Be to the occasion and made 


a terrific effort, and hence the result that you see. The Bombay 
Chamber should in the ordinary course be first affiliated to the 
Federation of the Muslim chambers of Commerce and Industry. 

As regards your question, "Can Sir Sultan Chinoy be left 
out without breaking the gentlemen’s agreement arrived at between 
Sikandar, Habib and myself when J was last in Bombay?", I do not 
exactly know what the agreement was. Evidently Habib now is the 


ledged leader, and it would seem rather extraordinary t 

n Chinoy, who is merely a member of the Bombay ChaJirt 

lifted up. j r] 0 not understand what is meant by 

Sikandar Dehlavi when he says "I do not know whether Sir 

election to the proposed office of the Federated 

Chamber will be subsequent to the official affiliation of 
Bombay chamber". Until T , f j 

1 arn in possession of full facts, 11 

tea flCUlt f ° r rae t0 express any definite opinion. I ® 83 
ou that H abi b Rahlmtoola saw me here a couple of < 




J 
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Jll'l 


i0 ” C " elected the first President of the Muslim 


[MING AT ECONOMIC irsUcrcINDcNCn 

conversation I had with him there does not 
1*1*00 the c 

i •“ obliS a ^^ on on P ar *- °f anyone that Sir Sultan 

to W ,ny 

’’ .U-uH b9 

01,1 nd m the event ° f ther ® belng ® Teelin S between 

P nd Bombay, you might fix on somebody belonging to soma 

^al cUtta ^ 

1 rovinee this year, and after all the term of the President 

other P 

is onl/ <* or one year. 

r feel very much better already from the change and rest 


iven 


within a few days here. This is the first holiday that J 


an taking after 7 years of very strenuous work, and It is 
necessary for me, and I hope to remain here as long as it is 
possible for me to do so. 

Hoping you are quite fit now, and with very kind 
regards from Miss Jinnah and myself, 


Hassan Ispahani, Esq., 
5, Caraac Street, 
CALCUTTA. 


Yours very sincerely. 


]onlr7° Ub k eS , were J slowl y but surely blowing over and things 
Our L 1 S brlght and cheerfu1 ' Bombay’s front was crumbling. 

his eoSKS? mC j L had , tUrned the tables on Sir Sultan a " d 

1 "rote t„ u ^ Sa ! d Chamber bad been captured by our soldiers. 
Jinnah on October 24, 1944, as under: 

% dear Mr. Jinnah: 

Chamber ^ ' atorm y ou t,wt with the affiliation of the Bombay Muslim 
& indust ° Lommerce « tllc Federation of the Muslim Chambers of Commerce 
tion 0 f S t u ry . at DeUli lias now g rovvri into a robust and representative organisa- 
vou I ^ us * lm merchants and industrialists of India. As I have advised 
fourth ^'°P° Se to ^old tlle First General Meeting of the Federation in the 
"eek of November or the first week of December, 1944. 

L ee Concurring with my elder brother’s advice, I approached Sir Adam- 
ktr hls afternoon and requested him to accept the first Presidentship of 
» e Federation. My appeals and entreaties bore no fruit. He kept on 
I honour on grounds of ill health, age and inability to travel to 

i- «lhi every now and again. 1 assured him that I would work as his Secretary 
^ght through his tenure of office and reduce his worries and responsibilities 
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n ..ill declined and tc>M ,11C r ^ At '' hr ,s ,0 In* ^ 
t0 the minimum. He > roS pc>nfllbUity and no one else, and fi* • 

„w brother should shoo ' ,||„ re wm someonr .it the helm to 

strongly of the o|)uuou the |)Ulu , hiuR with the capacity « m ( Uri * * 

the ship ol' tl,e Fedtrat !' would founder. Me kept on iml,t| ng (| 

my brother, the org" 1 '*' tho prealtlent*hl|>. I told him ilu t 

my brother will have » • £ nour at least for the reason that tl, Wc 

brother would not act'd to aiscredit the Federation. Its opponents 

be many tongues that «. > S monl |„, have been saying that 
right through the last S csla bll»hmcnt of the Federation and spotntin„ 
have been working j ircct ion because they want to capture ii ail( | 

large sums of money in i|UcrcslB . lie would not like people t„ r „.| 

i, to further ihu ^ ^ provcn be (rue Further, l, c tl 

this propagand ' . |)ilH an d work an.l cannot shoulder a «tr« w 


& 

use itr vw — iiifitiiicci anti pruv^»« - r '-- * — ^ > 

over-burdened^vh 1 ^ respons i bility and work an.l cannot shoulder a , 

more. 

. • Qir Admiiec this evening and will again request him 

My brother.. seemg Str »e ^ will sucrre<1 . , sW| 

to accept the rcspons.bd.ty. I uve laneu. I 

keep you advised o( the result. 


Yours very sincerely, 


HASSAN 


On April >j, >94f, I received from Mr. Jinnah a full charge 
blast from Bombay. He bad apparently grown weary of waning for 
the inaugural meeting of the Federation. He wrote: 


My dear Hassan: 

....Have you been sleeping over the Federation of Muslim Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce, and is it merely to remain a paper scheme? I am very 
much disappointed indeed that so much delay has been caused in hoi mg 
even your first meeting. We arc losing very valuable time and a gokeu 
opportunity. Every week that passes is now not only creating a scu ^ 
frustration and despair amongst those who have worked and are " l 1 s 
and ready to work, but in the rapid developments that are taking PJ* ^ 
Muslim India will unfortunately find itself as usual with the motto 
Late”. I spoke to Ahmad and I was assured that everything was tea )> 
and this was as far back as November last. It seems to me that your Seci etan 
in Delhi is incompetent, and unless you wake up and ginger up thing ’ 
the business and commercial Muslim India will suffer very serious y. 


Yours sincerely* 
M.A. JINNAH 




His anxiety in regard to the Federation when he received mV ^ 

’ April 24, from which I shall quote the relevant portion, mt 
been relieved. 
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Qaid-f. 


Aum bet ««n Nawabzada Nasrulla and myself on way to attend a public 
meeting at Calcutta—194£ 

By courtesy of Moht arama Fatima Jinnah 
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Now I am to the Congress King Charles’ head and am on their list 
as criminal number one. I shall face my trial if it ever comes. But 
believe me I shall never fail to do my duty towards ntv people. 

Qaid-e-Azam: Address to students of Islamia Colleoe, Peshawar- 
28 November, 194^. 
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. ir Jinnah: 

pea rJN ' ]ip j ns tant with the Calcutta Muslim Chamber 

. i,>ft for D ellli on V which was headed by Sir Adamjee Haji Dawood. 
^•mmerce Delegate ^ ^ l8th night, and after a conference that 
ofC ached Delhi very ‘ ^ turned up at the YMCA Hall at 10.30 a.m. 

WC Trill ' vel1 P aSt ' 3,1 1 meeting of the Federation of Muslim Chambers 
1 rrend < he firSt ,Thrv The meeting was not spectacular because no 

rc ; Commerce & >; neve rtheless a grand success. Every province 

t'iJer *- inV ;' C l Province Chamber was represented and the Baluch.stan 
Cut ? nt "Ld wishing the Federation unqual.fied success and 
Chat" 1 ’" ^LiUty to participate this time. 

regr6 ""' S . business straightway and with a break of two and 

We sat down to tiH we |i a f ter 8 p.m. Next day our 

, half h°“ B for “d h « to a m. and continued till luncheon time. Every 
meeting commenced « • speeches and unnecessary argu¬ 
te was most ^mess-Uke. P d ^ Y Memorandum and 

rnents were cut out through clause by clause and amended. 

Articles of Associa h Jhole of the constitution was put to the body 

where necessary. Then resolu tions of importance were also 

and carried unanimous^ Son, ^ ^ ^ point . The first 

passed. The specc sir Adan ,j ee Haji Dawood. The list of 

PreSid ' n «! iS C/ers was also released ,0 the press a, a Press Conference held 
ater the termination of onr fits, meeting. 

We are still smarting mtder one, great been 

accommodation to house t twenty months. Unfortu- 

found and efforts have not been lack g or the ^en X ^ 

nately, nothing has come out M We have had 

and no person of influe ™J , shortcom ings right through from 

- - - - f- 

ahead. 1 have no doubt that he will do so. 

The first meeting was delayed due to Sir Adamjee’ s inability tojeave 

Calcutta earlier as his son was away in Australia. saw iaq . 

assured the representation of the Federation in tie entra o , 
will come as a matter of course now that the Government o n ia 
that it has passed the organising stage and has a constitution an o 
to conduct its affairs. 

1 hope the report given above will g> ve y° u satisfaction and }o ' 
n °t leel that we have been idling or sleeping. Believe me, 1 ia\e P 
a dev 'l of a lot of work for the Federation and every member of the Comnn 
^ now determined to see that the Federation goes from strength to str g 
JitTT 1 left Delhi I made it clear to Nurur Rahman that work must ? roce 
the C 0c k-' v °rk regularity and with the speed ot lightning. e S' 1 , 

comT e , mr \ un dortaking that he was now in a position to carr ) ou 
Ud of Committee and could not make any progress so long as 
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qaid-e-azam as I KNEW him 
because lie had no status 


held because he had no status whatsoever in 
lint meeting '«> "" , ' tar ,_the Secretary of a body that wa, , 
eves as ao Organising Jm , future date. 


eyes 
into existence 


at an 


was to 


Yours sincere! 


hassan 


From Matheran where the great leader was taking mu c h. n 

rest, he wrote on May 6, >94* ""»■ 1 



Dear Hassan: 


I have received your letter of 24th April and read the account of the 
successful meeting of the Federation of Muslim Chambers of Commerce. 

I ope that you people realise the urgency and the importance of Muslim 
India making every effort to make up the leeway What we now want U 
selfless workers and deeds and not mere words and thoughts and speeches. 


I read the account of the meeting in the Press, but 1 regret that it was 
not properly managed and for some reason or the other, it did not get the 
Press as it ought to shave, having regard to its importance. Anyhow, 1 am 
.dad that now that the matter is put on a proper and constitutional basis, 
f hope the Secretary Nurur Rahman will wake up and be as active as it 
is possible to do so. 1 know it is difficult to get in Delhi any accommoda¬ 
tion, but let me tell you that lots of people have secured accommodation 
lon^ after your Secretary was hunting for it, and quite good accommodation 
too.... 


Yours sincerely, 


M.A. JINNAH 


' w Getting suitable accommodation for the Federation at Delhi 

P ”utinued to present an insurmountable problem, notwithstanding 

l Jinnah’s view, to which I did not subscribe, that it was lack of 

ort on our part that was responsible for not finding a suitable office. 
1 wrote to him on May u : 5 


My dear Mr. Jinnah: 


1 thWk y<>U for of the S ,h instant- 


All the news agenev 

at the Imperial Hotel and c P reSe f ntatives were collected by Sri Kishen 
proceedings of the meetinJ^^'^^ ° ^ Presi dent’s speech, resolutions and 
", P ress ‘ M is their habit" |T? g ’ ,VCR t0 them - If the Hindu agencies 
1CSe are t^ e difficulties that < C ° Ut ^ usbm activities, what can we do- 

° Ur nation has to face all along the line. 


we 


With regard to the > ““ “‘~“ 5 ■ 

have done our best and a^suif f °[, n , S . uitable place for the Federation, 

atthfuHy at it. j h ave applied to everyone 
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AIM 1 * 


u 


aT ECONOMIC INUKFUNUei^e 


II (o Kelp US Nawabzada was requested three 
^ me, *" d 0 Xa’ him again yesterday, he swore that he had 
When I f I’^'j , am at Nurur Rahman twice a week He is 

f lls best and summe r. Such hopes were given before only 

W* 1 "' ,tn S un*'ulii |[ a* d - 

10 r en1 ‘ Yours very sincerely, 


1-1ASSAN 


On May 


i4’ 


he wrote from Matheran: 


dear Hassan: 

I hone you are better. I have received a very encouraging letter 
•••• , h ° P ' assurinn me that he will do his very best to translate the 
from S,r federation of the Muslim Chambers of Commerce, which is 
policy ol lhe and he will do all he can to work in every way it is 

“fiblefor him to do so. 1 hope you people will get together and be up 

a nd doing. 


With very kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


Our correspondence on the establishment of the Federation 
came to a close after my letter to him of May 18, 194^, which carried 
the following lines: 


“Since writing this letter I have received your letter of the 14th instant 
for which please accept niy thanks. I cannot say that I am better, but 1 
do not feel any worse. I too assure you that everything will be done by 
me to see that the promise made by us to you in regard to the Muslim 
Federation is fully carried out. 


The first mee ting of the Committee of the Muslim Federation will be held 
111 a ‘ cut ta on the 31st instant”. 


and Ind t ^ n< ^ a ^ ec ^ era ^ on °f Muslim Chambers of Commerce 
C0 "°r( 3 inate^tb W ^ OSe ,^ e Federations of Chambers was to 
Viands to a mem ^ erS act * v ^ es an( I niake representations and 
^ e halFof it s nie k° m ^ ^ entra ^ Covernment of India at Delhi on 
e J<l of Conimr erS an ^ t0 P rotect an( I promote their interest in the 
_^ n ging th e nu i e anc Inclustr y> was truly and firmly established 
f? e, y> the Britis^P°i ex * st * n & Federations in British India to three, 
ftve ft*' 011, So Mr i- erat * on » Indian Federation and the Muslim 
e Musli ms one mna once more fulfilled his desire. He 

m ° re * nstr ument of unity and commercial and 
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, a which was so necessary for achieving ind epen j 

in d l 'therlXa" g f' r running the affairS ° f ^ h ° meland ^ich by ^ 
grace of Allah was to 

orient airways which later became P./m. 

, . ,, ctic all-absorbing political activity the Work 

Despite the f0 rece ive the Qaid s attention and it Jf 

Tring b these n nronths of political turmoil that Orient Airways WJs 
created. 

when I was in Delhi in June .946 »» »"' of m y routine visit, 

1 Jls hmchine with the Qaid-e-Azam at h.s home 10, Auran g2eb 
and was lun g indal and national politics, he cut me short 

Road, and^ wel | to talk of Muslims as a nation and to 

demand a separate homeland for them, a homeland in which they 
can ive according to their own light and shape them own destiny, 
Z do you realise that such a State would be useless if we did no, 
have the men, the material and the wherewithal to run it? Do you 
realise that in India there is not a single airline which is owned or 
onerated by Muslims? You should know how many such lines are 
owned, financed and manned by Hindus. Do you know how many 
Muslim pilots and mechanics we have in the country? How can 
we do anything with this inadequacy of material—material which 
every nation must have in ample supply ? 

He was emphasising a fact. 1 replied that he was right. He 
stood up and with the characteristic gesture of his hand, which his 
political disciples cannot forget, said: “What is the use of admitting 
all this?” 


I tried to submit that the starting of an airline was a big under¬ 
taking; that it would cost a packet of money and it would have to 
face much opposition from vested interests, particularly H m 11 > 
before the new company, owned, financed and operated by Muslim 5 * 
as he envisaged, would be allowed to operate. 

He replied that we should trust in God, have faith in our ca ^ 
and go ahead. He, as a “poor man”, would purchase shares 1 ° 
company to prove that he backed his idea with financial particip atl ^ 

He asked me to discuss the matter with Sir Adamjee and my br ° ^ 

Mirza Ahmad at Calcutta and to get busy with the task of starting 1 
aiiline without loss of time, as there was little time to lose. 
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ecoN om.c independence 
jNflNG * T EC 


A "” ,J 1 A that it was the Qaid-e- 

k pntlemen were to did not ask for 

these two g , should be done y_ Airvvays . The 
t *** Ton the floatation ° th °, im air |ine operated 

rime. * peav^Tbu?possibly the first al •»«> 1 f lndia . Shares 

OrTucition lnd'“ and industrial history corner ot 

in tl,e or e 0 "vere bought by amounts, and 

of 1 T a t one ci bought scrips happy to have just 

;f t“T ~x'l 


r* j four converted Dakotas 

After the Company "“/f f “' jEMCO of Texas. We paid, 

re p Chased in USA in '94 ^' Whe n I visited the 

'n remember aright, ^TTnecAion with my participation 

l ite d States later the same ye the honour of presenting 

If the HcrM ^J^egotlted the purchase of three Conva.r 

the case of Muslim I . These aircraft were modern, had 

t+o’s from C ° ns0l f; e \ d ts as the Dakotas and were faster by at least 
Wice t n Tr hou°r The Convairs were delivered during the year 
,4 °o ra After P trouble from the established Lines, which did not welcome 
194 nmef the Company obtained permission to operate the 
a newton , P . 194.7 The Government ot 

Calcutta-Rangoon service as from June 10, 1947 - 

India's Director-General of Civil Aviation, on one pretext or theother, 

, . ^ cnncit1pr,iHnn of our application. Even when we 


kept delating the consideration of our application. Even when we 
were ready to commence our service to Rangoon, we had to stand 
bvand meet the heavy establishment expenses ol the aiiline toi thiee 
months before permission was granted by New Delhi to commence 


operations. 


On February 1947, I reported to the Qaid-e-Azam on the 
progress of our airline undertaking as follows: 

delay hr'T l ' rua ^ are ex P ecte d to touch Karachi tomorrow. A week’s 

South AmTr CaUSe< ^ ^ r ° Ute ^ ue to some re d-tape trouble in Natal (North 
in Iraq. Ll ca h ^ hme of writing, these aeroplanes are somewhere 

The 

8 "Titing to the Cl n °" com P^ ete —ready to start operation. Wc shall 
^ to check our planes lri j l1Jn ’ '^’ r licensing Board, to send his representative 
0 operate on an air ^t ° r ^ ari ' Sat * 0n t0 g ranit: ‘ n g us necessary licence 

s uppose all this will take a week to complete”. 
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ynl IlCiiru . 

On Pobtuary ib, I wrote to him reporting on th e p , 

. ion In Bengal and added a para in connection with 

Airways, which read: 

"_Your .iniilloUlon for durin m tiro Orient Airways was recei,..i 

four ilays ago .uul the rerelp. was airmailed to you yesterday. No “ 
made, llto necessary letter will he sent and within a f e 

. i» . I yi i t 


. 1 1 Ini men! 


ill M m ii iv ii* ' ’ » i* t 

H will he exchanged lor the scrip* ol the Company 


e w da 


iys 


The base of the Orient Airways was at Calcutta. Compared 
with its successor, the IMA today, it was a modest undertaking without, 
ol course, government hacking or financing. After Partition, Orient 
Airways transferred its main base to Karachi and operated without 
a day’s break its services until it' was absorbed by the new corporation, 
the IMA. It was the Orient Airways which rendered yeoman service 
during llie disturbances which followed Partition. It brought Muslim 
refugees from India and Hew out Hindus from Pakistan. Had it not 
been for the Orient Airways, there would not have existed an air 
link between East and West Pakistan for a long time after Partition. 
These great services the Company was privileged to render because 
it existed, and for its existence and for the subsequent development and 
growth of our national airline in which we take pride today, we 
should bless the memory of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. 


MUSLIM COMMERCIAL BANK 


How many of us know that it was the Qaid-e-Azam who 
encouraged and almost insisted on the creation of another first class 
Muslim bank in the sub-continent? He would say: “We claim that 
we are a nation one hundred million strong and yet have just one 
bank (the 1 iabib Bank) out of the scores which operate in India 
That, indeed, was the correct position. It was his persistence, drive 
and talks with the late Sir Adamjee Haji Dawood and my brother, 
Mirza Ahmad, which brought into being the Muslim Commerce 


The Bank was incorporated in Calcutta on July 9* l 9 ^! *5 
an authorised capital of Rs. 3 crores. After Partition, which ^ lo 
soon alter, offices of the Bank were opened in the principal c 
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, . r economic independence 
AIMING Af w 

. g .:11, ii s registered office at Karachi, 
male >?+ 8 - W i tb nftft .and in those years, 


l „.w;.i— 

fl",...our<l»y s ' lai r„ m mercial Bank boai 


,. &,*»•«?r„,r T& 

O. crores and b» b™ch«. 

amounting to *>• 6 3-° 

i ^ * 


J 1 


huhaiuudi steamship company 


1 1. w1 c the Qaid’s drive and 
Again, how "wny know a brothers in Bombay to float 
| ,J ion which egged the (Jave t h e Muslim nation 

jfMuhammadiin another essential and nation- 
an opportuniiY ° c ji Habibs launched this enterprise an 

building undertaking ™ ^ for j( . at a time when Muslim capital 

obtained the funds ffiy jn jndustry . Qaid-e-Azam s name 

w “ !’ 0t "|1 fol t he budding up of the Muslim nation in all spheres 
gnomic activity facilifated the task of the promoters ot this 
Company to a large extent. 


I can cite cases of other industries which came into being because 
of the Qaid-e-Azam’s imagination and foresight, but tor my present 
purpose the few instances I have detailed in these pages shou e 
adequate. Those who had the privilege of knowing the Qaid-e-Azam 
"ill remember with Gratitude w hat he olten said: 1 Without economic 


]uate. Those who had the privilege of knowing the Qaid-e-Azan 

"ill remember with gratitude what he often said: 4 Without economic 

progress, freedom is worth nothing as one cannot turn it to full 

^vantage”, For us, these words will never be more true than they 
are today. 


L 1 ma y a ^ so he well to remember that it was Qaid-e-Azam s 
lands to n ^ 1 | c ^ brought many Muslim entrepreneurs from foreign 
^d are r eSt - ^ in ^ ustries in Pakistan. Today, they are well settled 
Wd arK j ^P' n § benefits which have accrued to them in our free 
of 0Ur 110 a l so taking noteworthy contribution to the building 
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. 


THE 


SIMLA CONFERENCE AND GENERAL ELECT| 0 



Ns 


r-p lIE Conference conve 


nod by die Viceroy, Lore] \y 
I 


"^IIE L'Uluti vi*w - w - t 4V(*|| 

Simla in June , ,45 rcprewmo.1 a move on the part of ft, „ ■ J 

Government to rope in the po .Heal part es lor Jo purpose *'* 
on the administration and tackling a hoM <d diflicult problem, » rj ,,^ 
out of the War. The British idea was to enlist the co-operation 0 f J 
political parties so as to create an impression on the outside world 
that India was making an appreciative contribution to the war effort 
and was sympathetic to Britain’s aspirations. Ii was given out that the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council would he reconstituted within the 
framework of the existing constitution (Government of India Act of 
1919) and that this would be without prejudice to the essential form 
of the future permanent constitution or constitutions for India. The 
proposals which the Secretary ol State for India, Mr. L. S. Amerv 
and the Viceroy, Lord Wavell, announced were briefly as follows* 

(1) With a view to securing under the existing constitution the 
co-operation of all communities and sections on the war with Japan and 
in planning post-war economic development thTTlxecutive Council 
would be reconstituted so that all its members, except the Governor- 
General and the Commander-in-Chief, would be Indian political 
leaders including equal proportions of Caste Hindus and Muslims; 

p . COn ere . n 1 c ^ 0 P art y l^ders and Provincial Premiers and ex- 

of names fr^'^P I V ^ ^ WOU ^ as ked to submit panels 
Council - (i\ r '. V 1IC . V e Vicer °y vvou 'd select the personnel of the 
tion of responsild^^ 11011 ^ Centre would make possible resump* 

of coalition of the main pTrtiV 11 SeCt '° n 93 P rovinces on ^ asis 
The alacrity with wl * | i 

released shortly before th'' V 'T < “ on S ress leaders, who had been 
invitation showed that H, ° , onferei »«, responded to the Viceroys 
a chastening effect on them ‘r5f" tion for about three years had h«* 
of the Viceroy anrl in;., .1 ' le,r ar *xiety to pet on the right side 


ro y and 


join the p, C,r . anxiet y to g et 011 * he right side 

Xkcutive Council on the terms o If ere 
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THE 


SfMLA 




I)' 


„ -fish Government was in marked contrast to the I 
the had launched the “Quit India" movement 

h 'truer in April , 942. they had rejected a similar offerer 
^ Stafford CHpps, which Mr. Gandhi had called a ‘post dS 
line on a crashing bank . Their calculations and hones h 
- e a illusory, tlm_Cojrgi.csiiead ers_ now wanted tr. , ')' "S 

P l tin- newojfe'- with only one_object 

0 ——-^ 7 ~Thr^ C e ntr e under the gar b of In t erim ar *^ ^ £gglure 

for Ife . The MusU g fS^~f ld 
fac^with a very difficult situation. It had to ensure that fhe Ml 
quota of Muslim members of the reconstituted Executive r„ , fu 
flravvn from the ranks of the Muslim League and a s 1 r P „ C ° uncl1 was 

for the protection of Muslim interests agaimt S T ^ 

by the non-Muslim majority in the Council The r decislons 

Unionists claimed seats out of the Muslim quota C ° ngrCSS and the 

powerful forces ranged against him R 7 1 \ ^ ^ ^ acec ^ the 

mittee, he took a frm ? “** W ° rkin § Com- 

While the Congress and other parties M P°T mentio ^ d a We. 
were prepared to abide by the Vicerov's d '" Pane ' S ° f names and 
of names, the Qaid-e-Azam stood his S eC1S ' on T the final Se| ection 
any list of names, unless the Lptcj § roun d and refused to submit 

»• "»h;; r<~ - *• - r»'™- 

finally told the Qaid-e-Azam tW ^ P ' d * g an durance. He 
members of the Muslim Le gue but ITtfFV* *° inC ' ude ,our 

representative of the Unionfst P tt v Th | ^ W ° U ' d g ° l ° * 
acceptable to the Muslim League' for ,T was W “ entire ' V un ' 
Le ague s status as the renresentwi' I r , ,nconslstent with the 
absence of the safeguard „l ,! f b ? dy ° the Muslims . and in the 
jeopardised. I niav here ' r °u '' C , Mus lm interests would be 
«atthattim^,fenc Z T th ;', Malik Rr ° Z Kha " Noon, who 
the Qdd e A, M T J ber ° f L the Vicer °y’ s Executive Council, 
helped the Muslim cause’ ^^ ' nS ‘ de develo P ments an d thus 

eluciditli I US ^ m ^ ea § L,e s position was clearly and convincingly 
as Allows • ‘^n- 6 Q au J' e ' Azam at a P ress conference on July 14,194s, 
ar fanp v IS 0k>vlouS to any intelligent man that if we accept this 

iftdefi . na ^ n ^ l:ae Pakistan issue will be shelved and put in cold storage 
ar rTno w f lereas the Congress will have secured under this 

tow °? ment vv kat they want, namely a clear road for their advance 
rf s s ccuring Hindu national independence of India, because the 
j. ' Jre P xe cutive will work as a unitary government of India, and we 
0vv that this Interim or provisional arrangement will have a way ol 
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settling down for .in unlimited period, and all the f Qre *» , h 
posed Executive plus the known policy ot he British Gove,H 
Lord Waveil’s strong inclination lor a united India would '""I 


Lord 
jeopardise us 


5 * 



In view of the Qaid-e-Azam s firm stand which was hadj! 
the entire Muslim India, the Conference broke up. It was a { Jk 

of his foresight, statesmanship and invincible determination. I, '!! 1 ' 
not falter, even though he had to face the triple combination „f 7 
British, the Congress and the quisling Muslims. "H 


Chagrined by their failure, the Congress and other Hindu cirri 
raised the cry that the League by its intransigence had wrecked p| * 
Conference and the Qaid-e-Azam was a stumbling block i n the 
of attainment of India’s freedom. In fact, it was not India’s freedom 
but the design ol Hindu domination at the cost ol Muslim interests 
that had been thwarted by his courageous and wise stand. He rightly 
called the Wavell Plan ‘a snare’ from which he saved the Muslim 
nation, thus paving the way for carrying on the struggle for Pakistan 
to a successful conclusion. The failure of the Simla Conference left 
the British Government with no otner alternative but to order general 
elections to the Legislatures—Central and Provincial— which the Mus¬ 
lims had been demanding, for they provided the Muslim League 
with the long-awaited opportunity to prove its claim to he the sole 
representative party of the Muslims. 


Alter the Simla Conterence the Labour Party had come into power 
En f , , as a . result of the general elections. Sir Stafford Cripps, 

J*! 7T SrS in Mr - Attlee ’ s Cabinet, expressed the 

he at f " ° f tKe Sim ‘ a Conf ^ence was due not so much to 
Suence that! of ^ Interim Government as to the 

more permanent/) eni P orar )' arrangement was likely to have upon the 
and free self t 10nS f which Would h *ve to be made for the full 

»' -MI “ 1 . 1 . for b,M, » «H.i« 
of Pakistan must form ^ rmane nt settlement in which the question 
any minoritv, however H m ^° r issue - ^ would not be right to allow 
of self-government in Indict!!!, . important, to hold up the attainment 
the Muslim majority Dr ** an ^. more ^an it would be right to force 
to wdiich they took funr^ 68 m | t0 a new constitutional arrangement 
appreciation of the situar^m, ob i ecti on M . 2 This was a realistic 
-__ tUat,0n - T he Qaid-e-Azam in the course of. 
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**** c° NfERt 

. , r declared: “Let us go ahead with the 

. „,cf 6, *7T5» .. 1 ..1 t-» 1 . . 


; iJdd - We " s | U and righteous and is the only solution for India. We 
i oU r claim is ejections so that they may once and for all convince 
>rant to our representative character’ ’ . 3 On August 21, 1945, 

thosewh 0 0 j w ave ll, announced that elections to the Central 
the Viceroy* m biies would be held in the cold weather. 

an d Provincial Assei 

r „ after his announcement, the Muslim League started pre- 
■ tionS t0 contest the elections. It had come a long way since 1937 
ijdien the first general elections under the 1933- Act had been held. 
[ It was now well established as a mass organisation with branches in 
[ every province, district, city, tehsil and even villages and was in a 
position to give a fight to all the forces whose aim was to deprive the 
Muslims of their right to self-determination. The League had its 
Central and Provincial Boards which systematically set about their 
task of selecting party candidates and organising and conducting the 
election campaign. It was a stupendous undertaking which required 
large sums of money. Qaid-e-Azam appealed to the Muslims to con¬ 
tribute to the Election Fund. Using a figure of speech, he told them: 
“Give us the silver bullets and we will finish the job.’’ The Mus¬ 
lims realised that a constitutional battle was going to be fought 
which once and for all would decide the future destiny ot the Mus¬ 
lim nation. They rose to the occasion and responded magnificently 
to the Qaid’s appeal. In forwarding their contributions the poor Mus¬ 
lims wrote moving letters to Qaid-e-Azam offering to sacrifice their 
lives, if need be, for the national cause. 

I reproduce below a few letters exchanged between the Qaid 
and myself with reference to the elections: 


f u on A U S nianellt constitutional settlement. raKistan must 
for 3 f re edom and independence of India is to be 

winded if the lSS n( j er the issue of Pakistan to anybody as 



Quetta, 

24th September, i 94 i 


My dear Hassan: 

I have not heard from you for a long time. Please let me know what 
^ happening in Bengal and what you people are doing to face the forthcoming 
elections. Don’t you think that Bengal, headed by Ispahams, should han^ 
somely help the Provincial and the Central Muslim League Funds. You 
must have been following bow magnificently Bombay has acte . 
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high time that Bengal should not lag behind. This is the time, and n 
most critical time, when the League should be supported handsomely a j 
generously by those who are in a position to (o so. Please keep me 
touch with what you people are doing and how things are develop^ * 
Bengal. You must have read the recent statement of Nausher Ali, 
ex-President of the Assembly, and the various intrigues that are going ( / n ^ 
co-operation with the Congress leaders. 

With very kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 


2nd October, 194^ 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

1 thank you for your letter of the 24th September which was delivered 
here last evening. It takes a long time foi a letter to travel from Quetta to 
Calcutta. 

1 have written you two letters recently, one on the 2jth September 
and the other yesterday. I have tried to put before you as best as I could 
and with as little prejudice as possible, the conditions prevailing at my end and 
have sought your valuable advice in regard to myself. I anxiously await it. 

Yes, Bombay has not only risen but jumped to the occasion. The 
response from the businessmen has been magnificent. Here our Mernon 
friends are mostly coming forward with the excuse that they have already 
subscribed to the Fund in Bombay. Of course, they have been told that such 
tales will not be heard as they are established here and have made money in 
and out of our province. 

Nausher Ali and those ot his ilk are talking big and making big promises 
to get hold of Congress money which they expect to flow in the Muslim 
majority provinces. They will fleece the Congress all right but, Insha 
Allah, will not leave an impression on the minds of the Muslim electorate, 
who are wide awake. It is very heartening to see many prominent non 
Leaguers severing their long connection with anti-League organisations 
and joining our truly rational body. 

Tou do not write regarding your health. Are you fit? 
your programme after Baluchistan and Sindh? Surely you will not * 
ect enga . Tour presence will inspire the workers to put in t ^ e ' r u js 
mum e ort. 1 am sure you will not neglect Bengal. A visit ) ) t 

long^overdue. Now that the weather is improving, when may *P 

With kind regards, 

hassan j 
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I 2th November, 1945 


My 


. Mr . Jintudt: ktee „ of the 2 nd instant, received yesterday. 

fth'nik y» u ,0 ' ,OU . _u„ „„ 


, cilND— Stands at 

OUH P romlSed - ThC ' 

j Rs. 6 °’ 1 

an« 


, as at Rs. 1,00,037-2-0 received by me 
The collection work is progressing. 


in OOO r - 

R " „ lhat you write about f 1^" 

• " tary Board - 

lot in that Nazinruddin will not be seeking 

„ is now almost » ce Thj / decisio n, i„ my opinion is a tragedy ol 
the Legislature. course Nazimuddin is very sore 

elcCti ° n mitude for the province. j l the Provincial Council. 

ol the election u • ‘^Boarf by ^ ^ Wge 

over sc some dirty play an( l bo s , party. This is now an 

Tk her! by .be Calcutta fact, in order to 

nU rret However, although , bore the defeat in silence. 

0P int tin the solidarity and to fight‘!“ ' ^.consider bis decision, but uptil 
Hi, friends have been reqn«™|g hl however be said to bis credit 

ZZlTlSiZfZ: of bis energy to make the coUection of funds 
£S t coming elections a success. 

Sbababuddin bas B^Tas 

m i„ him P , Unow 0 f a few others also who do not 

also deeded tot to seek elec, o However , the coming or not of these 

^ C "no. maleMy differ, but Sir Nazimuddms decision, if 
carried out, will be a tragedy. 

, did no. wan. to communicate this news to you but felt that I wouhl 
be failing in my duty to you if 1 did not give you all the information . , 
in my opinion, is very important from the League s point of view. 

I am not strong, fit and free enough to fight another election and to 
devote 6 to 7 weeks of my time from early in the morning till late at nig at 
in running from street to street and station to station tor conducting m) 
electioneering campaign. These are the circumstances that are even making 
me waver. 

The newspapers report that you propose visiting Bengal. I can only 
reiterate what I have written before in this regard. You have not come to 
Bengal for a long time and your presence is necessary at this juncture to 
| Se * sai ^ s f° r a good voyage. 

Delhi | %iS j' x P ect * n § die summoning of a Working Committee meeting in 
re ceive({ ^ ° Ut °f dais month. No notice however has been 


Wlth kindest regards, 


Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 


Scanned by CamScanner 





14U 


■ 


jth December, 


1 94s 


Mv dear Mr. Jirrnah: 

J 

There was spontaneous rejoicing in Muslin, quarters when tUe 
of vour election was announced. Need I say how glad I an, ,| ut “!>>< 
h s been aught the lesson of his life? 1 cannot forget the talk be^'' 
Arfeshir Dalai and Laljee on the aoth^ October las. m the lobby 
Central Assembly in the presence of Az.zul Haque and myself. ' h ' 

Dalai to Laljee: "Well, I take my hat ofT to you for having announce,, 
vour decision to cross swords with jmnah. You are ethera brave min 0 J 
a very foolish fellow”. Laljee: Why— I an, not loolish nor does i, 
require bravery to face and defeat Jinnah . 

Dalai: “Oh! really? The result will show who is right, y OU or r 
Myself: “Exactly”. 


Amir 4 has been returned with a thumping majority. 1 am bursting 
with joy. Our candidates too are making excellent progress and fosha 
Allah we shall teach our opponents the lesson of their lives. 


Muslim League—ZINDABAD ! 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah—ZINDABAD ! 


Our cause is just and with Allah’s help we shall go from success to 
success in spite of gigantic obstacles that are put in our way and in spite 
of the money bags that are being emptied at the feet of Muslims who come 
forwaid to abuse the League. 

When may we expect you in Bengal? 

With kind regards and praying for your good health, 


Yours very sincerely, 

HASSAN 

In the first encounter—elections to the Central Legislative 
Assembly the Muslim League emerged with flying colours. It cap 
tured all the thirty Muslim seats, the opposing candidates in many 
cases forfeiting their deposits. The Congress claimed to be a nationa 
body representing the Muslims as well as the Hindus, but it cou 
find no candidates to contest the election on its ticket. The so-ca 
Nationalist Muslim candidates sustained a crushing defeat- ^ 
eague s success was even more impressive than that 0 
ongress which won out of 62 General, in other * 
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m- v ' tA C . when elections to the Provincial 

,1 round was '““S 1 T i )e y had the significance ol 

T, ’| C SC \vei' e held '? Fe !hc'League fought them on two clear-cut 
^■"'’'fn-ferendum, lor the Leag^ ^ of (he Musalmans of 

fkind o' r \ Pakistan is th • their aut horitativc, representative 

issue'. n» n tl > e Muslim Leagu of hosti i e forces—the Congress 

^'is'Son- h faced , , S *j"hfy organisation, propaganda machinery, 
<"g n its sixty-year old g ? ,f . Mus lim groups encouraged y 
' vltl c. uncial backing* tn *1 & , iT n i on ists in the Punjab a 

C& 0 g reSsan Vrf b daMandlords and Hindu moneyed classes 
of powerful * euft 1 r t B e British authorities. The 

joying tl ^ e bleSSing an< f these advantages, but it had two priceless 
Sue did not have and a band of sincere 

inspir-ng' "7“^ missionary zeal to fight for the 
and devoted worke’ ntious young men, particularly students ol 

national cause„ iver siti eS , Aligarh above all, formed the vanguard of 
colleges dm workers The Muslims in the Hindu majority 

“« «3 r, it .1*0.# *.y t»." *» *«“ 

P'eas would not form part of Pakistan It was an act of sacrifice 
which will redound to their eternal credit. But the League s perfor 
mame in the Muslim majority provinces too was impressive. The 
fiercest electoral battle was fought in the Punjab which was the 
citadel of reactionary forces. The League faced and worsted a mighty 
combination of feudal landlords, militant A.kali Sikhs and Hindu 
Banias, backed by the British authorities. They resorted to all manner 
of corruption, graft, intimidation, coercion and official interference 
to force Muslim voters to vote for the Unionists against their will, 
but nothing availed against the awakened national consciousness of 
the Muslims. 

The League’s performance in Bengal too was magnificent. Here, 

spirit ofoeTi? fact which showS how our g reat leader had infused a 
c « 4 tes for ikT 10 " ' nh i S C ° llea g ues ' There were two groups of 
M the Other hv hT’V 0ne WaS led b >’ Khwa i a Nazimuddin 
pension in the I ' b ' buhraward y- To preclude all possibility of 

NatinuiddiiWthT^ t0 enSUre itS success « the polls, 
e Leagu,. tick et All ', Kle " 1lmsed and did not even apply for 

^ tb 'Ss X’ W0Aed un *tedly as a tean/aU the 

Chtu MuSlim Leagtrs ve gU ? Ca P tUred "3 out of „ 9 Muslim 
I “’h.encies. - Uers ^e also successful from some special 


M 


lr. 


Wh 


e n w e 


; h '"7 kindly acfepTed C ° nt f 1 f he provincial election, 
i P out invitation to tour Bengal and 
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QAIO 


-E-AZAM 


. - nal support which was, without doubt 
Assam and to give uS h,S J^his practice, he honoured me by staying 
vrren^'ly valuable. A* bo ' 0 ked a saloon for the tour m wh i t £ 

with me while in Ca tu - ea ker equipment, travelled to the 

he ami HU party. ^ v nces. At almost every stop, sched^ 

important towns of the wo P at the door of his compartment 

or forced by the p<=°P le ; ' a m ent to the Muslim men, women a n( ] 
and uttered words o enco g from far-away places just to See 
Children, some of "ho" " hjm the homage he so richly deserved, 
their great leader an P^ ater effort to ensui e the success of 
He urged them to make ^ ming elections. He called upon them 

the League candidates m ^ Muslim Le ague was fighting for 

to be united; he told tnc ... ^ 

would mean to the Muslims, 
and what the achievernen and their effort to prevent the 

He warned them ol Hm c i ie rished goal. In the cities and towns 

Muslims from achieving a ^ A ]] a l on g the railway line 

tWe turnout was arge, often ^ Muslim villagers we 

over which the ^ leader At time s, enthusiasm was so great 

gathered to cheer people lay across the railway line to 

z rJzZXzj. » - : h ; 

hear his voice. These stoppages became so frequent during the da; 
that not only the Qaid but also the younger set which included among 
others, Suhrawardy, K. H. Khurshid and myself, who accompanied 
him, grew weary after a couple ol days on the train. What ma e 
matters worse was that at all hours of the night a similar demonstration 
awaited the Qaid’s train which was running several hours late as a 
result of constant halts and hold-ups. For a couple of nights he bro e 
his sleep almost every hour to peep out of his window and to utter 
words of appreciation and cheer to the waiting crowds. Then e 
grew very tired and did not have the strength to continue with > s 
over-strained, round-the-clock programme. I remember onen 1 ^ 
when it was past midnight, in spite of the clamorous demands o *• ^ 
people assembled to greet him, he refused to leave his bed. . j 
did not have the strength to respond. The gathering outside in sise 
on having a look at their great leader even if it be for a m“J® * 
iev ciied that they had walked long distances to see and sd\^ l 
eader. But he would not oblige. They were disappointed £ 
Wey were told by us that the Qaid-e-Azam was not too well and 
the doctor had advised him to rest at night. 

Tl -nil ^ 

the n„l t0 T u VaS n0t ° n] y a SL,c cess but a complete tliun 

to their ^ ^ ^^ a g ue - Muslim villagers and town " j c h b- u 
emerged . reS °. ve ^ to unite and fight for the League " 

§ ed aS s °le and authoritative political party in ^ 
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lection which I have given below proved how well the 
s ul< sof Understood their leader s message and how they had res- 

C A break-down of the seats won by the League, province- 
its as fo„ws: 

W'lSC, 

Assam, 3 > out of 34; Bengal, ,,3 out of i. 9; Bihar, 34 out of 
Orissa, 4 out ol 4 ; United Provinces, 55 out of 66; Punjab, 79 out 
%■ NWFP, 17 out ol 38; Sind, 28 out of 35 (later in the second 
general elections held in December 1946 the Muslim League captured 
ill the 35 seats); Bombay, 30 out of 30; CP, 14 out of ,4; Madras, 
2 ^ oUt of 29 ' 




Thanks to the Qaid's matchless leadership and to the support 
and loyalty it evoked from the Muslim nation, the League’s repre 
sentative status was triumphantly established. For ten years our great 
leader had worked patiently, methodically and steadfastly to unit! the 
Muslims of the sub-continent and to make them conscious of their 
true destiny. His efforts bore fruit. From now on, nothing could 
obstruct the Muslims in their march to the goal of their freedom. 

wbirK t ' e l,4b elel ; tlons were followed by an important gathering 
ch constitutes a landmark in the history of the struggle for Pakistan 

I P? ' 9 ^ 6, Q a ‘d-e-Azam called a convention of all the newly 
c ed Muslim League members of the legislatures—Central and 
ovinciaL at Delhi. It was attended by about 470 legislators — a 
que assembly in the history of the Muslim Freedom Movement. 

furth^ ea .^ a k^ an embodied in the Lahore Resolution ol 1940 was 
•t er clarified and elaborated in concrete terms in the resolution 
at the Convention. It was moved by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
e Premier of Bengal. It stated, inter alia , that “in the vast sub¬ 
continent a hundred million Muslims are the adherents of a 

ai n which regulates every department of their life-educational, 
social, economic and political—whose code is not confined merely 
0 spiritual doctrines and tenets or rituals and ceremonies and which 
s^nds >n sharp contrast to the exclusive nature of Hindu Dharma and 
Philosophy which has fostered and maintained for thousands of years a 
]' l g i d caste system resulting in the degradation of 60 million human 
^ings to the position of untouchables, creation of unnatural barriers 
between man and man and superimposition of social and economic 
Equalities on a large body of the people of this country and wh ch 
threatens to reduce Muslims, Christians and other m>nor.t.es to the 
«atus of irredeemable helots socially and econom.cally and further 
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"different historical backgrounds, traditions cultures^,, 
that dittcic t h e Hindus and Muslims have m.ic|„ : 0f -'al 

He the°evottio°n of a single Indian nation inspired by co mmo „ fj-U 
and id-als I 

The resolution laid down the following principles for the So| 

0 f the Indian ^ the Punj ab, North-West Fronti* ^ 

Assam m Baluchistan in the north-west of India, where th e 

Tslims are in a dominant majority, be constituted into a m 
M “ V. state " and “two separate, constitution-making bodies b e 
sefupbv the peoples of Pakistan and Hindustan or the purpo Se of 
T*L their respective constitutions. It is noteworthy that this 
resolution speaks of ‘a sovereign, independent state instead of “inde¬ 
pendent states’ and clearly defines the area ol the contemplated 

Pakistan State. 5 

The unity and interests of the Muslim nation demanded the for¬ 
mation of one consolidated sovereign state—a proposition which has 
been justified by all subsequent developments in the sub-continent. 
For a mysterious reason it w^as the same Mr. Suhrawardy who, a 
year later, sponsored and worked for a sovereign independent 

united Bengal ! 

* 

Those who are alive today and w r ere members of the Subjects 
Committee which was entrusted with the responsibility ot drafting 
the main Resolution (9th and 10th April, 1946) and Mr. K. H- 
Khurshid, w r ho was Secretary to the Qaid-e-Azam at the time, we 
remember that someone pointed out that the word “State would 
be inconsistent with the Lahore Resolution of 1940 which clearly 
mentioned the word “States”. The Qaid-e-Azam said that the wor 
“States” was a mistake and had cropped up probably as a result ot a 
typographical error. It was then stated that even the publishe 
records of the Central Office of the All-India Muslim League carrie 
the word in plural. The Qaid-e-Azam replied what really niatteI ? 
was the intention and not the word. In fact, he directed that t e 




It may be reca led that on a previous occasion Qaid-e-Azam had spoken of a sing e ^ 
dent state as Musl.rn India’s goal. In the course of his presidential address a« 
Madras session of the All-India Muslim League in , 94 , he said: “The ideology 0 e , lt 
League rs based on the fundamental principle that Muslim India is an inf g otit y 
rr entitv^ II "t 3 to *? et them to merge their nationality or politic 3 e to 

attemn^r w y , v but ’ in ®X opinion, it will be futile for 

s t,7nf are . de ; er T. ,ned> ! nd let there be no mistake about it, to establ'- 

status of an independent nation and an independent state in this sub-continent”. 
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SIMLA CONFERENCE AND GENERAL ELECTIONS 

Thus, this minor controversy on the words 


i re ctifi e ^‘ 

r eC orck “States” was put to rest by him. 6 


li 


State 


Tore Resolution of 1940 was by no means the immutable 
T hc ses It was nothing more and nothing less than a political 
la w ° S pd politics are never static. They move with the times and 

resolution ^ an to me et the existing circumstances. And this is 
a re subj ec ^ t happened to the Lahore Resolution. In 1946, when 
exactly " ia e ] ectec [ Muslim Legislators met at the Anglo-Arabic 
TJ Delhi, the typographical error of the word “State” was 
C ° fi d thereby deleting the word States which had appeared 
^Resolution earlier and the reference to territorial readjustments 
too vvas^deleted. I have already dealt with this particular point in 

detail. 


I may here add an important point. Some people pose the ques¬ 
tion whether the Delhi Convention had the right to make a basic 
change in the resolution adopted at an open session of the League 
The objection is merely an irrelevant technicality. From the practical 
point of view the Muslim nation itself was the highest tribunal. 
The Lahore session could not be considered to be as representative 
of the Muslim nation as the Delhi Convention which was attended 
by about 470 legislators duly and constitutionally elected by the vote 
of the entire nation. The change effected by the Delhi Convention 
resolution had the support of the nation; it was not objected to by 
any Muslim. In fact, the nation from the beginning had looked forwar 
to a united sovereign Pakistan. 


The members attending the session signed a solemn pledge to 
the effect that they would undergo every suffering and sacrifice to 
uphold the Muslim national demand for Pakistan. The proceedings o 
the Convention made it abundantly clear that the Muslim League a 
Beached a stage where it would not shrink Irom a fight to the finis i 
constitutional methods failed to secure for Muslims theii legitimate 
t to self-determination. 


At the conclusion of the Convention, Qaid-e-Azam in a moving 
dec? declared: “After deliberations we have made a solen^ 


hojr 10 " in au g ust and historic convention that "^ile 

aJl d-fi 1 * k est we are prepared for the worst. In a clear, emp ‘ 
oofinite declaration we have expressed our determinat.on to 



should 


■ Nteratf an adequate answer to lhose who raise their 

an< a loose confederation thereof. 


voices In support of 
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QA1D-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


all dangers. For us there is no other course-We have lost the I 

fullness of our character. And what is character? Highest sense of j 
honour and the highest sense of integrity conviction, incorrupt!. | 
bility, readiness at any time to efface oneself tor the collective good 1 
of the nation. And yet, we haye done wonders. In five years our j 
renaissance has been a miracle of achievement. I begin to think it has \ 
been a dream. How rapidly the nation is developing that character 
aaain in its pristine purity 1 ” Then in prophetic tones, Qaid-e-Azam 
declared: “Is Britain going to decide the destiny of hundred million . 
Muslims? No, nobody can. They can obstruct, they can delay fora j 
little while, but they cannot stop us from our goal. Let us, therefore, I 
rise at the conclusion of this historic convention full of hope, courage j 
and faith. Insha Allah, we shall win”. 
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LEAGUE-FROM THE ARMCHAIR Tn T 
MASSES. R T() THE 


December, 190b, the All-India Muslim League was founded at 
for the purpose of protecting and furthering Muslim rights in 
& CC \itical soc ial, economic and educational fields, NawabViqar-ul- 
1 d Khwaja Sir Salimullah, the Nawab of Dacca, were the prime 
M K 11 The Nawab Bahadur, with the liberality characteristic of the 
Enaristocracy, played host to all who responded totheinvitation. 
I. the session of the All-India Muslim Educational Conference 
Ah was attended by many Muslim dignitaries and leading, figuies, 
mmvof the participants of the said Conference formed the All-India 
Muslim League to enable the Muslims of tire sub-contment to present 
their needs'and grievances to the British government tn 
manner and to make representation tor the sa cguat J eDut ition 

of the community in various fields. Every now and agatn. adepu 

was organized to wait upon the Viceroy or tie „... nercentape 
for adequate representation on public bodies or ot a ar s P | n t he 
in the Government services or for better educational of 

circumstances prevailing at the time, the lea ers c0 ” t0( ] a y, 

lighting for their rights in the sense that we unccrs 

aj ie Muslim 

Like its counterpart, the Indian Nationa on b , / r j we ather 

year, almost always m dehghhm ^ ^ 


Lea 


gue met once or twice a year, annual . v j oya lty 

^ in salubrious surroundings, to pass a ieso ution j J epU tations. 
King-Pniperor and to nominate members of delegations 

i t- v the ‘attainment 

hv 1913, the League had changed its cieec participated 

0 self-government suitable to India . In coming ) e ^ r ’ 71 - e ss for the 

ln important discussions with the Hindu-controlle ° r g pre sentative 
^dement of various issues facing the country, t e ss agree- 

c Taracter was established when, in 1916, the League nC j Ll ded- ^ r ' 
p erit commonly known as the Lucknow Pact was cc , ^ a( j !-epre' 
n nah, who had been previously a staunch Congressite , ^ jji 19°^ 
Se nted the Congress as a member of its delegation to o 
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and 1914> was mainly responsible for this rapproche mei , 
the influence it had attained, the party did nothing i m * lns Pit e cf 
way of organizing the Muslim masses as an effective polv^ in th 
Even after Mr. Jinnah’s return in i 9 3 S, from his self-i^* ' Cal W 
London, the shape of the League had hardly altered for 1 
Some provincial Muslim Leagues existed on paper and the r 
tion’s name was almost always utilized by a microscopic f ew X 
themselves as leaders to further their own interests. Then ca ° P ° Se(i 
Government of India Act of 19 IS which foreshadowed a mea ^ e tl * 
autonomy and parliamentary rule in a limited field. This was a sCr 
the arm for politicians. Mr. Jinnah was awake and watchful. Wit 
his foresight and political acumen, he saw in these reforms an oppo/ 
tunity to awaken the Muslims from years of slumber and lethargy 
to make them appreciate that the time had come, when they/1 00 
like the majority community, should play their full part in the political 
life of the country. He resolved to convert the galaxy of estimable 
gentlemen and a set of armchair politicians and resolution-framers, 
into a virile body of workers who would spread the message of the 
League to the common man throughout the length and breadth of the 
sub-continent and transform it into a mass organization. 


\: 


It was after the Bombay session of the Muslim League in April 
1936, that a decision was taken to re-organize the League which 
Mr. Jinnah had often described as being in a moribund condition. 

The decision vitally affected the trend of Muslim politics in future, 
with far-reaching consequences to the political outlook of the Muslims. 

The policy of merely passing resolutions and forwarding them to the 
proper authorities and awaiting results thereafter, was radically 
changed. The League leadership entered the arena of practical politics 
‘turning its appeal from the limited circle of the intelligentsia to the 
millions of enfranchised electorate’. The Calcutta evening paper, the 
Star of India, in its issue of April 22, 1936, referring to the importance 
of the session and those who took part in it, rightly declared: “ The 
combination of the commercial magnates, landed aristocracy, th c 
intelligentsia, the left-wingers of the Muslim League, under the leader¬ 
ship of Mr. Jinnah, would be a tremendous force in Muslim politi cS 
to be reckoned with”. 

In deciding to overhaul the League organisation as an effect*' | 
party and redefining and reorientating its pMj cy> Mr ] in nah’s vie "' 5 / 
were consistent with his political past. ‘The Ambassador of Hind 11 ' \ 
Muslim Unity’, who in the past had played his full part in bringing t' 1 
Muslim League nearer to the Congress, was keen for a rapprochen*" 1 
between the two bodies. His spee ches of the period show his inW> se 
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P S Indian politics. Still he believed that 
„■ ‘"“ Jo unity f'HP .lj t he Hindus and Mushms were not 
""'Cnees ^ ich , , ,ll b V ‘ composed if a sincere and honest effort 
ISblc an d ““'^delivered on March 6 , , 93 6 at a crowded 
his sp LL ' ’ . n~[ u a ll Lahore, Mr. Jinnah asked . 


»" 1 , i| wc learn to Hcc have leaders, meet 


\\ 


I-;. i ;*^ ten,t r , ,‘ at ff you have 'any leaders, meet 

I til is that the '^- . ans and statesmen, and not as Hindus, 

Cher, and sit down po , ies ahead and devise ways 

Muslims or Christians and sc^ ^ mmA t hat the Muslims 

J means ol destroy^ ^ a g Hindu nationalist to stand by the 
were anxious ami J 7 f re edomof the land. On previous occasions, 

.wmlryand stiu® < ^ w hich had been publicly expressed 

lie ha,I tried to dispel „ Mr , awa harlal Nehru, about his 

by many a Cong, ess ■ P ? banner of the League. What 

efforts to organize the ^City'ofpurpose and his keenness for an 
greater proof ol his sin > 1 [ qqM be desired after 

honourable understanding wi ' historic city of 

his famous declaration of March t, 93 6 , at^he J of 

Uhore (where 4 years ater, ^’^CeCdld himself as 'master 

the Congress, especially . f Pakistan Resolution) 

of all he surveyed’ the League adopted the lamou said ., 

in which referring to his part at the Roun a e because of 

'•I displeased the Muslims, I displeased my Hindu fnwis because o 
the 'famous’ 14 points. I displeased the Princes because I ™ dead y 
against their underhand activities and I displeased the British P 

men, because. .. ..rebelled against it and saidthat.t was all a fraud 

but whatever I have done, let me assure you, t ere as National 

in me, not the slightest, since the day when I joined the « » 

Congress, it might he 1 have been wrong “ been 

never been done in a partisan sp.rit. My | le y d fo J r commun al 

the welfare of my country . M ',’ nt -l ude d, U will not and cannot 
co-operation and understanding and ’ 2 

give it up. It may give me up, but I wi no 


- Mr. Jinnah realised that ^ 
people’s sanction and support and unless ana u r F 3 




1 Civil and Military Gazette, Mard V 7 Mnects of the Development of the Muslim League 
‘ Cited by Z. H. Zakli in his paper on Asptc 

Policy, 1937 - 1947 ”* 
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... organization it could not be taken seriously by the C on„ 
a I’ 0 * 5 I fliis clear in a statement issued on April 27, i 9J6 S r 
He , m “ d U e | * l„s cannot take Muslims seriously and the Con^T' 


-- r — a. y , 19 } b S r CSfl. 

1 .,'"‘'‘Hindus cannot take Muslims seriously and the Cong^" 1 * 
“'I take b seriously, because, so far we Muslims have not p , « 
n ° , ves worthy of alliance and until we do show by 0U r deed, 

° lirv that vve are ready to take a proper place i„ the nat > 

h l ou ( ! ?° . ountry there cannot be a whole-hearted and real Sett ,‘ 

'' n t My advice to the Muslims is that they should first org^ 
and deserve before they desire. We are engaged i„ , hc 
tl,e , n r ,,-ainizing electorates and training 80 million Muslims to , w 
i MS | ° I vcl of political understanding, so that they might be soldiers 
Stelytr I national struggle. I have always felt that if Muslims 
1 \ Lv in one voice, a settlement of Hindus and Muslims would 
C0U d S Pj‘ ker While Muslims are, therefore, justified in putting 
their own affairs'in order and in organizing themselves it doe, not 
eln that in the meanwhile, they should not stand firmly by natiom 
interest. In fact, they should prove that their patriotism is un-sullied 
and that their love of India and her progress is no less than that of an, 
other community in the country.’ 3 In fact, Mr. Jinnah was so keen on 
co-operation that he did not regard even the separate electorate or the 
Communal Award as an ideal arrangement. They were, to lm, a 
temporary measure which could be replaced by something better. 

With his views clearly defined, Mr. Jinnah took the first impor 

tant step by calling a meeting of the All-India Muslim League Parliamen^ 

tary Board at Lahore in June, 1936 where, inter alia stock was taken 0 

the existing political situation in the country. Discussions were he 

on how to convert the League into an active political organization 0 

the masses, the strategy to be employed for winning the maxima 

number ol seats for the League candidates, both at the Centre and 

the Provincial Legislatures, on the Manifesto and rules of the Central 

and Provincial Parliamentary Boards on the selection of persons to 

organize branches of the League in t’he provinces where the 
League was not more than „ piuvinces wneic 

which related directly or indi ^ ^ P ublicit y and ° n 2 J 1 Ilif y. 

lectly, to issues vital to Muslim 11 

tary Board at Uhore^that’ AhT ^ ^ meetin g of the 
ourselves to work for the re-o r U * .^ abman Siddiqui and I P* e .^ e 
Muslim League under Mr. ji^?\ Zatlon an d re-invigo radon 01 1 ^ 

1936-47, the League went throupl^m!,, eadersbi P- During the ) ea ^ 

gi many vicissitudes but it contm^ 0 


3 Cited by Z. H. Zaidi in his paper 
Policy 1937-1947*. 
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Deve|opmcnt of ^ 
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. mass organization. I kept constantly m 

t h a s a vigo--, here 9ome of the phases of the 

oe'' i,, :Tmy' eader ‘ 1 , n Jp of *e letters 1 exchanged with him 

r e't ir r , • - period • 

*.« 1 , , n10 n e the Muslims and the growing 

' The p°P ular . aW ! t iwde of the Congress leaders had brought the 
LJ^sed by the a « Wde ress , ves . a 6 mo n g the Muslim politicians 

f U Natives anc * 1 Lt . ...~c .-.^mrnllv n difference of outlook 


There was naturally a difference 


into *h e between* the two wings. The New Muslim Majlis, of 
and »PP r0lch ' ttive member, belonged to the progressive group 
» hich ' "u' inerted pronouncements in the past and his personal 
*• f^rancTto Abdur Rahman Siddiqui and myself at Nidou s 
V i There to rid the League of reactionary and conservative 
^Vnrs'and to make it a popular organization encouraged the 
■Libers of the New Muslim Majlis to join the organization. Naturally, 
rtlona with some of my other colleagues, was keen for a rapid 
transformation of the League into a powerful body with a wide and 

popular base, capable of fighting foreign rule and securing an honourable 

place for the Muslims in a free India. The ‘conservatives’ with their 
eves on the offices available under Provincial Autonomy resisted such 
a change, for it affected their vested interests. They even seemed to 
be afraid of popular forces gaining the upper hand within the League 
and adopted underhand means to obstruct the objectives for which 
Mr. Jinnah stood. I was impatient and could not stand this attitude on 
their part. In a letter dated March 23, 1937, 1 complained to my 
Leader about the outlook of these office-seekers: “1 honestly feel 
t at self-interest has once again proved to be a greater interest than 
e interest of the community. I felt that the Mussalmans of Bengal 
mi ’ f £ 0t a P ortion their l°st self-respect. 1 was 

wont Z •' A ^ rep L ly dated AprM 4 ’ I937 ’ Mr - J innah > as was his 

on on rh'T ^ t0 e* P atlent: ‘ Y ° u cannot expect everything to go 
these ,° f * hi S h 'y developed standard of public life, as 

U P the aims 1 h, tbat are bein g made - Tou must not mix 

itntT >ediatelv thpv' C T*"- 1 achievements. The aims are not achieved 
hl s done well and <1re a,d ^°' V , n ' Bu ‘ 1 think ' on the whole, Bengal 
bourse, S r mUst ^nkful for small mercies. As you go on, 
f rove more and P mor n “ “ d U T tbin g s are bound to develop and im- 
®ter events showed Is'” a cc °rdance with our ideals and aims’. As 
I ,' vas °nly throuoK J " , s approach to the question was right, 
"as converted UStamed effort and systematic work that the 

lnt0 a stron g and popular organization. 

n J a ^ar>', lq , 

actuated by an earnest desire to bring about 
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substitute 


Next, it was suggested that if they would propose a -.^sts 
on the basis of joint electorate which would be more in the inte sider 
of the Mussalmans than the Communal Award, would 1 then ct j 
it ? I naturally said, il any such proposal came with the universal s u Pr 


j 

incline between the League and the Congress with a vi 1 

ast g—-arcsteaftjtf! P 

5 £ETd." !.]i p '.»d. n. Oita h-d oojtarf 

f!h! impression at the time was that they would be resumed M 
more propitious moment. After the general elections to the Proving 
Assemblies in February, . 937 , there was a propaganda l 

bv the Congress leaders that a formula foi the settlement of the Hindu. 
Muslin^quition had been evolved as a result of J-nnah-Prasad talks 
md Dr Raiendra Prasad had offered to get it ratified by the Congress. 

I was among those who thought that this provided an opportunity f 0ra 
League- Congress settlement and was a step m e rig t direction to 
solv S e the political tangle. On July 2 2,. 937 , Noorudd.nand 1 despatch- 
ed the following telegram to Mr. Jinnah: In our opinion Rajen ta 
Prasad's offered ratification of your formula regarding Hmdu-Musl® 
differences should be given best consideration. Kindly w.re opinion . 

In his reply dated August ., . 937 , Mr. Jinnah referred us to his 
statement on the question. I reproduce here the relevant portions of 
the statement dated July 26, 1937, the y throw light on the course 
of the negotiations and the correct position: In what he (Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad) characterises as a ‘sporting offer’ he makes another statement 
which is absolutely incorrect and without foundation. e sa ) s a “ 
making a sporting offer to Mr. Jinnah that I offer to get the formula 
accepted by the Congress even today if he offers as he had done then 
to get signatures to it of all Mussalman Leaders barring one or two 
whom he had named to me’. It is a conditional offer devoi o an) 
sporting spirit. In the first place, I never offered to get signatures to 
Babu Rajendra Prasad’s formula of all Muslim leaders barring one or 
two whom I had named, or any leader. Babu Rajendra Prasad as ^j^ 
gotten the genesis of our conversations. I was requested by 
Rajendra Prasad and other Congress leaders to meet him, an ^ 

question was how to put an end to the bitter controversy that w 
raging at the time over the Communal Award until a substitute ' ^ 
agreed upon between the communities concerned, and that we s 0 ^ 
utilise the Provincial Constitution for what it was worth and carr y 
our united struggle until we secure a constitution for ou r cc ^ u 
which will satisfy our people. This was not acceptable to Babu R a J en 
Prasad and his friends. 


J 
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uinities concerned, namely, the Hindus, and Sikhs, I would 
® eC °Sre the session of the All-India Muslim League without 

place;' e 

■ilfty * 

■ .. Il >vas prepared to meet Dr. Rajendra Prasad and discuss 

i lVlt. J _ . i frt liim ormrrlinrrUr Ri^ Pr'ic-a J witlnl.. 

the issues 


- 


an d had written to him accordingly. But Dr. Prasad, mainly 
the issuc a 3 an ja purposes, issued a public statement regarding his offer, 
for P r °P ® as nQt a p ro per course was pointed out by Mr. Jinnah in his 
t . “It is somewhat astonishing that Babu Rajendra Prasad 
Bjtjj ha ’ re adopted the method, the manner and the channel of 
S °roach, through which he flung this ‘sporting offer’ with regard 
to an issue which involves the fate and the future of eighty million 
Mussalmans and the country at large. In all seriousness, I appeal to him; 
does he think that this is the right way to open negotiations through 
the channel of the press for the settlement of this vital and far-reaching 
question? Surely, if a substitute for the Communal Award, which the 
Mussalmans have already accepted, is to be proposed, it can only come 
from the Hindu and Sikh leaders who are opposed to it and the two 
communities directly concerned. I can repeat now what I said when 
we commenced our talks at Delhi in January, 193 s, that if Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad is so sure of getting the Congress to adopt his formula as a sub¬ 
stitute for the Communal Award and informs me to that effect with 
the authority and sanction of the Congress, I will place it before the 
All-India Muslim League without delay. . . . The sudden change of 
front and the manner, the method and the channel namely, the press, 
that are adopted and what is being reported in newspapers about a lew 
Muslims in the United Provinces threatening to leave the Muslim 
League if I do not carry out what Dr. Rajendra Prasad has enjoined 
nie to do, lead me to suspect that it is not a genuine desire lor an 
onourable settlement, but is an attempt to divide the Mussalmans, to 
h the Muslim League and to strike a blow at unity among the 
jhissalrnans lor which I have been working”. 

Concluding hj s statement, Mr. Jinnah appealed to Mussalmans 
tttental^' e *° defeatism: 'To those who suffer from a defeatist 
^lussal 1 ^’ ^ Sa ^’ ^ ave cou rage and faith, Delhi dur ast and I say to all 
an<j uni 1 ^ 5 ^ ^ nc ^ a t0 or ganize, consolidate and establish solidarity 
c °nditio ' ^ rv * ce > suffering and sacrifice are absolutely essential 
place in S .i e ^° re we can achieve anything big and secure our rightful 
tle na tional life of our country”. 

Con S c ^ ar ifi c ation of the whole position convinced us that 

^Lailatj, «. ea ders sporting offer’ was merely a propaganda stunt 
0 malign Mr. Jinnah, create a split in the ranks ot the 
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Muslim League and frustrate the efforts to bring about unity 
solidarity among the Muslims. 

If further proof is necessary to establish that Dr. Rajendra p rM . 
wanted to wriggle out of an embarrassing situation by having pro « 
to deliver goods beyond his power, I shall quote a statement is SUed . 
Bengali Hindu leaders-Makhan Lai Sen, Satyendranath Maj UDM J 
Indranarayan Sen Gupta, Nepal Chandra Ray, Dulal Chandra Mi to 
Chapal Kanta Bhattacharya, Dlures Chandra Chakravartr— 
appeared in the Leader, Allahabad, ol July if, 1937: » 

“Babu Rajendra Prasad’s statement in this connection, has, 
however, surprised us most. The formula that evolved out of these 
compromise talks had for its basis the infamous Communal decision 
and was deemed in some respects to be more reactionary than the 
decision itself. In the circumstances, we are only left to wonder how 
Babu Rajendra Prasad could assure Mr. Jinnah of his wearing down 
Hindu opposition, particularly after having sustained heavy defeats in 
Bengal and the Punjab on the question of Communal decision itself. 

If Babu Rajendra Prasad thus chose to keep his attention confined upon 
the Hindus alone, may not one enquire what became ol the Congress 
claim to represent all the communities composing the Indian Nation?’ 


“In the present controversy, however, the main point at issue is 
how did the negotiations break down? According to Babu Rajendra 
Prasad, the negotiations fell through because Mr. Jinnah insisted upon 
having Pandit Malaviya’s signature, which could not be secured. We 
happened to be present at Delhi at the time the negotiations reached 
their culmination and were called upon to discuss the matter with the 
Congress President, Babu Rajendra Prasad, and with the Congress 
leaders. It was nowhere stated in the terms nor were we ever given to 
understand that ratification by Mr. Jinnah of those terms was condi¬ 
tioned upon Pandit Malaviya’s agreement thereto. Had it been s0 > 
Mr. Jinnah should have directly opened negotiations with ^ 
himself as the only person who could deliver the goods. But possi ) 
Mr. Jinnah knew Panditji too well and was discreet enough not to ac 
Panditji with proposals that carried so much their own condemnation 

“Not to speak of Panditji, even Bengal M.L.A.’s and ourselves^ 
our discussions with Babu Rajendra Prasad expressed our unqua ^ 
disapproval of his formula. We could not do otherwise inasnui , 
public opinion in Bengal, in and outside the Congress, unniista y 
asserted itself against this formula. Babu Rajendra Prasad wa * ^ 
informed of this from the wires he had received in this conm 
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, c crOM 

ctlb II -c leading public men in 

.rs 

tjtin 3 ' 1 qow L ’ 11 

HSUl* manne ' . t there was absolutely no difference 

“ nn fore not a fact that there ^ contrary> the proy.nce 

<‘ltis, ther * ien ! 0 n this question . decision made its opinion 
n jCong reSsn ff cte d by the Commi \ terms from the very outset. 
jn ’“t gjdverSe y -.inst the Jinnah-Prasa ^ ^ in the nature of 


S»*“S5 *• "sr i**r* <- *- 

h£lP '" gC g convinced that the Congresses ^eTvSuf But 
^ fwe started the League work ' ince of Bengal. 

settlement, ^ the organization in N P leaders and the 

j| was not " co-ordination among dissatisfaction 

r^MuslimLea newasdisorg^^, QUr , eader and 

^ h afeirsofthe League spurr d me m J ^ ^ dis . affi , iate 

„ ap rise him of the state of affiurs^^^ders of pro-Congress lean- 
the branch as 1 suspected some o wamed ^ ]innah that m 

tags. In my letter of August . , 9 3 ^ which was headed by 

case he was unable to di - t o devise means to capture 

inefficient workers we wo repeated protestations and 

it, lock, stock and barrel . Despite n) P ^ ^ t an un¬ 
constant appeals Mr ' J‘ n “ " jo baling with the Bengal 

SJTiSl.^ ^ rep.y. received from Mr. Jinnahwas 
again most instructive. He wrote : 


“You see it is no, easy for me to dis-aMia.e the Bengal Provincial Muslim 
League unless there are some categorical charges agamst them, even 

now if you willlet me know definitely as to what they have one exac y, 
the President, the Secretary or the Executive, 1 can place the matter before 


the President, the Secretary or the Executive, 1 can place the i 
the Council of the All-India Muslim League. After all, I have no power as 
President to dis-affiliate. But before l put the matter before the Council, 

1 must have definite charges against the Bengal Provincial Muslim League, 
°r its Executive. So far, even according to you, it has been a dead organiza¬ 
tion, and a vague charge that it is pro-Congress is hardly enough. What 
hive they done? Or, what are they doing which you people complain of? 

i§ r oe with you that there aie certain elements in this dead organization 
j are undesirable. But this sort of general allegation is not enough, 
which t ^ ere ^ orc ' l )e g of you and our friends there to capture this organization 
j' 0U Can easi, y ar H make it your own, i! the public opinion is 
- * ^ ou> ar *d if you can enroll a large number ol members, it is very 
“> <“ Kcompli* the task". 
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This advice not only points out the current method to be l„|| 

™ U, stand for reforming their organ,ration but 7 
disproves tire charge that Mr. Jinnah was dictatorial in meth^* 

temper. 

Shortly after the Lucknow Session in October, 1937, there 
bve-election in Bijnore (U P ) which was won by Hafir Moham mjll 
ll rahim who, after betrayingthe Muslim League, had been appoints 
a Minister in the Congress Cabinet m U P. We were d,sappoi nte j 
1 wrote to Mr. Jinnah on November 9 . ' 937 - 

“The expected his happened at Bijnore. The Congress ate intoxicated 
with their victory forgetting totally that it was the Muslim G.een banners 
and inscriptions from the Holy Qoran and the Fatwas of the P.rs and the 
Jamiat-ul-Ulema that gave them the victory. To me, this deleat is a victory 
for it will egg us on to better work and unite us all . 

Again, on November 2 2, 1937, I wrote: 

“From reports received 1 am sorry to inform you that the Moradabad bye- 
election in UP is not going too well for the League candidate. This is a 
great pity and unless proper candidates are set up and the League works very 
actively in their support, repeated defeats will have a bad effect on the 
political morale in our camp. 1, therefore, request you kindly to keep 
the UP people up and doing”. 

||k The reverses in a few elections did not dishearten Mr. Jinnah. 
iMe seemed unaffected by the depressing letters which I had written 
to him about the affairs in Bengal and the United Provinces. He 
^remained cool and steady and advised me not to despair. In reply to 
my letters, Mr. Jinnah wrote on November 28, 1937: 

onexd^rs^who^coul^wor^topeth^andfk '7 7* "°' g °', * ^ 

tunatelv ; c . ,2 ancl * cee P up sustained effort and unfor- 

commaad the resnp° Sln g c nian of outstanding position there who could 

w-nXo" t r“7, e , ° f 7 ^ Wrallj. Anyhow, .his 

own. There is nothin! , 0 dcsplir "T Plov "’ c '‘ s wil1 ioon come il>t0 ,tS 

going to make the slightest difference T ° f °" e ° r tW ° elections ,S n °I 

and we cannot always win” ,<: seems a temporary disappointment 

the byt e eleXs e at e Sabf y W °" the M ™dabad bye-election and also 

So Ml. JinnA “ ^ Sl,CCeSSi °"' 

“Lam glad you have bucked up. Wc lv . 

and also at Saharanpur and mv inf a ' e conie out alright from Moradabad 
So buck up". P m y mfonnation is that Bulandshxhr is a certainty. 
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eagub ^ oM ti 

d vvrote to my leader on December i ? , 1937: 


| i llb ‘ >n L i V e Jlnnah: Wo smarted under the pain 

- . , .He |' ea R ul ‘‘T , Tl„ Ulema in Bijnor. God was merciful and 
at the• t ,; is humiliation for long. The tables are now 


af' ,ul 


did «< 

-.1 a't 1 
turn eU 


„t all*’" 


- US "T Luo\v what the Pandits and the High Gurus of the 
.11 should | llk ^ t0 h . . n|luence an d control over the Muslim masses. 

* J ‘‘‘* in'-* 1 ■ 1 * • .4 * 1-w* rlrk«irn irn/hlnn 


, c cc \ about 

n “' ^om.nd **">» 


rc to be salvation lor the down-trodden 
then the Congress should realise without 


I wants ii" r neo ole tneu n» - , 

II In ! U 0 f mill* 0118 ol l H on l Y be achieved by co-operation and 

»'r*i -r 1 The accrcditcd 


l,,r ' "iliui; the minority today is .lie All-India Muslim League 

of t’JZIs come <!> their senses and meet the League on a 
ih, sooner the d „ w „ several steps from then high pcdestal- 
sis of “f- y^bTfor national unity, progress and happiness . 


rep 

«jiv 

U 


the ^tter 


WI 


,. 1 b-id asked me to keep bint informed of the 

Since Mr. J inna 1 ‘ , / *.u„ nf the League. I felt it as 


no 


* M |' ents and about the affairs of the League, 

Jitical develop™ ite to him also on questions which were not 
rat bounden dut) prov i n ce. As I have related elsewhere, the 

directly the conce I > P , their Terence to the League 

llnionists^n fbe Fhjnjab h ^ ^ , k to the ir 

" m would work for the League whose pledge they had signed, 
to It 1 did not seem to be moving in the right direction. 1, there 
fore. apprised my leader of the situation in the Punjab and wrote to 

him on January 2 f, 193 8 : 


"The Unionist Group that came and swore allegiance to the League in 
Lucknow is apparently trying to slip away from the bargain that it has 
struck. Ever since their return to the Punjab, the leaders of the Unionist 
Party hive made no attempt whatsoever to try and spread the gospel of the 
League to tha people of the Punjab. ~\ he Congress on the other hand, is 
moving very fast. I ana confident that the hand of Emeison* is busy in 
pulling the string of these marionettes. Apparently, he does not look with 
favour on the advanced policy of the League which has almost come in line 
"ith and, in some instances, gone turther than the Congress itself! He 
"ants reaction to remain and this can only be done by discouraging the 
spread of Mislina League ideals and principles. I have it on good authority, 
“i this is in absolute strict confidence between you and 1, that attempts 
of Y'»S wade and excuses are being devsied whereby the promised session 
s ° u() l e Lea S ue Council at Lahore in April may not he held. I respectfully 
\ n UhJr ^l. U "Aether the Unionist wants it or not, the true Leaguers 
shelviniT ^ . S 0U ^ be S ot * n touc h with from now to see that there is no 
successful" P ° ,t P° nemei ' t this session. The Punjab needs a good and 
Once it pet s * SSI ^ n l ° ^ et league running on its own motive powei. 
Rita's Men b ° l i l . 1 °’ tben l ns hallah, not all the Kinu’s Horses and not all the 
F S,0 P th <= Muslim League again”. 


S *f Hi 


hrhcjrt P n . 

erson , then Governor of the Punjab. 
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Despite the attitude of the Unionists, the current D f t h f 
was running verv fast through the country and 1 was sure that th 
were hesitant in their support would swim with it b t f 
It had been the desire of the Muslim Leaguers in Bengal that IS 
India Muslim League should hold its annual session at Calcutta 1 K[l 
session was eventually held at Lucknow. We, however, peni s A^- 
our effort and the Organizing Committee unanimously decided to 0 
to Mr. Jinnah to hold a special session at Calcutta during the ^ 
holidays of 1938- We set U P a tastefully decorated open-air Stadi u ^ r 
Mohammad Ali Park, and the Town Hall was kept in reserve i n ^ 
a Norwester rain and storm. Mr. Jinnah accompanied by Miss Fathnl 

Jinnah reached Calcutta on April 16, 1938 , and was accorded amern 0r . 

able reception at Howrah station. The station itself and all theapp roa _ 
ches to it were so crowded that I could not go near Mr. Jinnah t 0 
welcome him. He was taken in a huge procession which indicated the 
great awakening that had taken place among the Muslims of Calcutta 
and Howrah within such a short time. The session was a remarkable 
success. It drew large numbers of delegates from all parts of India. 
With justifiable enthusiasm, Mr. Jinnah, in his presidential address, 
spoke of the League’s success in organizing the Muslims: 

‘Within less thin six months, we hive succeeded in organizing Mussalmans 
all over India as they never were at any time during the last century and a 
half. They hive been galvanized and awakened in a manner which his 
astounded and staggered our opponents. Mussalmans have shaken off 
torpor and hive shed their miserable state of despair and demoralisation 
into which they were sunk so deep. They are beginning to realise that 
they arc a power. They possess the strength, the potentialities of which 
they hive not yet redised, and if only they will take their affairs in their 
own hands and stand together united, there is no power thit can resist their 
will”. 



As a leader possessing a wide and enviable vision, Mr. 'Jinnah also 
drew attention of the Muslims to the economic, social and educationa 
programme laid down by the All-India Muslim League, for he said. 

“It is the economic and social uplift and education of the people that 
constitutes the true foundation of a nation or community”. 


He clearly defined the objectives for which the League was 
fighting by asserting : 

“Muslims have made it clear more than once that besides the c l uest 
of religion, culture, language and personal laws, there is another que ^ 
equally of life and death for them and that their future destiny and ate ^ 
dependent upon their securing definitely their political rights, * e ^ 
share in the national life, the government and the administra f, on 
country. They will fight for it till the last ditch and all the dreams aa 
of Hindu Raj must be abandonee). They will not be submerged or ‘ ° n 
and they will not surrender so long as there is life in them • 
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i „nr1 the delegates who ncaru 
stirring ] VO '^* of courage and hope 
read die _ iL-urrale for freedom. 


. ., ,„ c to spreao the " uggle for freedonr. 

( | he nl -nrv oh tne & 




vt* GlUi 

r t,M , ? S oui 

f^e tl ar _ 

r e* ur L 1 f,,«lim s t0 L , i sari ve-irs of alien domina- 

feSg thC . e , after about had regained just a little 

I :fn,proper which be 011 ^ dom i n ated Ministry in Bengal 
H‘ >p r Ur s 411 V The Muslim Lee , s it wen t against the 

|trc" "i: to the Congress -d H.ndu ^ 

e, ' e |S to berepreS n conceivable methods to dislodge the 
fc-VS resorted to f “'^0 members of the Assembly to cross 
Liuding oflkrS |° Lea gue members, worked day and nigh 
Bf; We, the Muslin •e August 11, 1938. 1 was able to 
*'&e C« 2 SS th d ;Sre of the Congress motion of no-con- 
1 jniMr. J 11 ... . ,_ ~ c frtllows: 


vt r Jinnah the < .1 

i» r ' roP „ s t the Ministry as follows. 

, 1 rliat covered the political horizon of Bengal have at last 

l.. Tte Jttk clou* 1 Jut co &bj J anJ its supporters victorious. The 

Bored, l« v, "S ,he J^cilcsslv battered and beaten that they dtd not even 
I m° si, “ n ^ufdivhion on the remaining nine motions of no-confidence. 
«— „, ere interested in keeping this Government living had to 
Th0Se i W 1 -pstless days and nights. The relief is very great this morning 
pss througi ^ ^ nQt care so muc h about the fate of the 

M nifiters^themselves if they were defeated but worried almost to madness 
aZut the effect that such a defeat would have on the Mussalmans in the 
other provinces of India. This victory by us in Bengal should strengthen 
the hands of the Muslim League both in Sind and in the North-Western 


Frontier’ 


I That I was right in expressing this opinion is proved by the fact 
that on hearing of the announcement over the Radio of the rejection 
ot the no-confidence motion, the Muslims of different places outside 
pngal such as Kanpur took out processions to express their joy and 
InWulness over the victory of the League Ministry. The tide of 

to be sweeping ever y thin § 

hitnt t C £ i ; n Mi rp> 'Vith the Muslim League as its 

f ttle Muslim League Par'tv h ^° 1 l^ r ? S I S ons,au g* lt . we realised 
* s °und and stable footino W ' i c Irg'slature was not organised 

S? ent fy Board which !; / ™ eti "g of the Provincial 

’P r »ved n t h eL °' vera nd Upper Ho C ° " rni re g u ' ar Muslim League 
-Hlfi**. rul « and regdalns U f eS , the Ben § a ‘ Le g isla tore and 
'fntvoij ecame stable, about ° t lePart y- As the position of 
° llses joined the Muslin/^'^ 6 ' 11 0t the Muslim members 

hm Lea § ue P^ty. With regard to the 
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\ver e 


soul 


fed* 

Mr 


stirring words and the delegates who heard 

it* Thome to spread the message of courage and hope 
'turned y on the great struggle for freedom. 

1 r , _ jviusljl^ 5 lt/ J 

I first time, after about two hundred years of alien domina- 
forthe ression, the Muslims of Bengal had regained just a little 
r nand5 hts P and power which belonged to them and of which they 
j the r, ^ heate( j. The Muslim League-dominated Ministry in Bengal 
W bet ” y e-sore to the Congress and Hindus, as it went against the 
eS s c ]aim to be representative of all India. They moved heaven 
Krth and resorted to all conceivable methods to dislodge the 
M str y including offers of bribe to members of the Assembly to cross 
[he floor. We, the Muslim League members, worked day and night 
to defeat the Congress designs and on August u, 1938, I was able to 
report to Mr. Jinnah the failure of the Congress motion of no-con- 
■ence against the Ministry as follows: 

“The dark clouds that covered the political horizon of Bengal have at last 
cleared, leaving the present Cabinet and its supporters victorious The 
opposition was so mercilessly battered and beaten that they did not even 
venture to call a division on the remaining nine motions of no-confidence 
Those who were interested in keeping this Government living had to 

r ] T f y$ T ghtS ' The relief is ver y thif momina 

■ aboutT r d r if Were defeated but — ied almost to madnts 
about t h e effect that such a defeat would have on the Mussalmans in the 

the h/ITT^ ° f India> Th ‘ S victo, 7 b y us ^ Bengal should strengthen 
I Frontier” ° ^ MuS lm Lea g ue botb in Sind and in the North-Western 

that ^1 1 1 WaS rigHt in ex P ressin g this opinion is proved by the fact 
of 7 heann g ob the announcement over the Radio of the rejection 
Beno : no ' con fidence motion, the Muslims of different places outside 
th^ff i SUt ^ aS ^ an P ur took out processions to express their joy and 
u ness over the victory of the League Ministry. The tide of 
n gress totalitarianism which seemed to be sweeping everything 
e °rc it was effectively checked. 

^ Though the Coalition Ministry, with the Muslim League as its 
TO man t element, had survived the Congress onslaught, we realised 
at Muslim League Party inside the legislature was not organised 
p 11 1 s ound and stable footing. We held a meeting of the Provincial 
^filamentary Board which decided to form regular Muslim League 
ai ties in the Lower and Upper Houses of the Bengal Legislature and 
approved the rules and regulations of the Party. As the position of 
he Ministry became stable, about 7£percent of the Muslim members 
Uie two Houses joined the Muslim League Party. With regard to the 
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As 1 KNE ^ „, M 

Ck? ?' t , hC . Ml : S,im Lea g“e Part 



Jinnah in his letter dated April 2o ' ,*17 V '*' a ' vis the it,. 

’ ‘ 939 > clearly dec ./‘“non 

'Tl>e time his come when there should be only 11 “ foiiotl" 

luslim League Party so far as ,h. u.i 7 one —i . 


Muslim League Party so far as the MussalmanTI 0 "' 
31" ‘he Muslim Lea 




Mussahnau individual or group"of"MumlZsTaTa' ^^4"? 
so far as the political life of the Mussulmans 

The Second World War broke out on SenteJT ’ 
natt,rally had far-reaching repercussions on theLlitfej % ' n% ll 

r dl R v 1 . r° ngreSS Uglt k t0 be a God - sent opportunin r°" in 
the British Government and wrench from it an immediate i| C ° mer 

of independence of their conception and the convening of a r arit ' 0 " 
Assembly, domm.ud b, ,b« Jln*. m,J„,,y, 

" 10,1111 e * c 'iange for promise of Congress support for prosecution of 
the war effort. The Congress manoeuvre miscarried, for no such 
declaration was ever made. The Muslim League took a realistic stand 
1 shall quote a portion of the League Working Committee’s resolution 
on the War situation passed on September 18, 1939: 


While the Muslim League stands for the freedom of India, the Committee 
urges upon His Majesty s Government and asks for assurance that no declara¬ 
tion regarding the question of constitutional advance for India should be 
made without the consent and approval of the All-India Muslim League nor any 
constitution be framed and finally adopted by His Majesty’s Government 
and the British Parliament without such consent and approval .... If full, 
effective and honourable co-operation of the Mussalmans is desired by the 
British Government in the grave crisis which is facing the world today and 
if it is desired to bring it to a successful termination, it must create a sense 
of security and satisfaction amongst the Mussalmans and take into confidence 
the Muslim League which is the only organisation that can speak on behalf 
of Muslim India”. 


The Premiers of the Punjab and Bengal, Sir Sikandar Hayat 


Khan 


J - - £5 > J 

and Mr. Fazlul Haq, were both parties to this resolution as it was 

passed in their presence and with their support. The Working Com¬ 
mittee authorised the President, Mr. Jinnah, to carry on negotiations 
with the Viceroy with a view to seek clarification and satisfaction of 
the points raised by the Committee before giving assurance of support 
and co-operation on behalf of the Mussalmans of India. 

In his desire to curry favour with the British authorities, M r - 

Fazlul Hiq attempted to go beyond the scope of the Muslim League s 

resolution by giving unconditional assurance of support to the British 
Government in the prosecution ol the war. As Chief Minister, he 
gave notice of the following resolution to be moved in the Benga 

Assembly: 

“This Assembly associates itself with the world-wide abhorrence of the 
m<l ruthless methods pursued by totalitarian Governments ill 


a gg r 


essive 



Scanned by CamScanner 



M 


LlSU * 1 


league from the armchair to THE masses 


161 


. n a declares its complete sympathy with the British Govern 
EUr0P kin* up arms against Nazi Germany in the defence of democrat S 
» selMeterm.nat.on of the smaller and weaker nations ^ 

of d \v at the mercy of a few powerful and aggressive dictator-ridden state, 
ar Vc°annot, unaided, maintain their territorial integrity. This Assembly 
** f,re authoritsies Government to assure the Government of India full 
therC tion and support in the successful prosecution of the war This 
C ° °nbly further authorises the Government to convey to His Majesty’s 
r -ernment that in consonance with the aims of the present war, as declared 
“°' that Government and understood by India and consistent with the 
by eP ted ideal of the British Empire as a Commonwealth of free nations 
he attainment by India of the status of a Dominion as defined in the Statute 
l f Westminister which is the declared policy of the British Government, 
should be implemented immediately on the termination of the war and the 
pjew Constitution formulated, should provide sufficient and effective safe¬ 
guards for the recognised minorities and interests and should be based 
upon their full consent and approval”. 

The notice of this resolution deeply perturbed the genuine 
Muslim Leaguers as it was at variance with the declared policy of the 
Muslim League and it would, so we felt, weaken the hands of the League 
President in negotiating terms with the Viceroy. In my letter to Mr. 
Jinnah dated December i 2, 1939, I informed him that we had tabled 
the following amendment to the official resolution: 

“In view of the fact that His Excellency the Governor-General has not yet 
been pleased to clarify and explain certain points regarding Muslim interests 
as demanded by the Resolution of the Muslim League held on October 22 , 

1939 , in Delhi, this Assembly is of the opinion that discussion on the Govern¬ 
ment Resolution proposed by the Honourable Chief Minister be postponed 
until the Muslim League has come to a final decision on the subject”. 

The amendment was admitted by the Speaker and was to be moved 
by Abdur Rahman Siddiqui. I told Mr. Jinnah that we were determined 
to force the issue, even though we would be defeated. 

Our determination, however, caused a flutter in the ministerial 

ovecots. At first the majority in the Coalition Party led by Fazlul Haq 

'aou d not allow us to move the amendment. But since a Hindu 

tt *er, Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, claimed and was allowed freedom to 

j s °wn conscience regarding the Resolution, we too insisted on 

WKt* 11 to move our amendment and our demand eventually was 

mvle V ky the majority. The rest of the story is best narrated in 

r er ^ r ’ Jinnah dated December 16, 1939 : 

“ AU . . 

XVer e bu^ lt an< ^ y esterda y morning the Muslim members ol the Cabinet 
nie nt. u/ a a PP ea l* n g to Rahman & Co. to abstain from moving the amend- 
tron that e, / )Pcourse » refused as we maintained with sincerity and justifica- 
*t lo\y ere i Ca a Resolution should not have been moved by Government as 
ne g c >tiatin„ y0Ur P resti ge and the dignity of the League and prejudiced your 
nS Wuh 'he Viceroy. Thus Fazlul Haq & Co., were cornered and 
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. • i The outcome of our tactics was « n 

« m in Kis speech that he .. 

^The command of the League . “**, 




on the comm _ 

, r J!nolv Fazlul Haq in the course of his Ipew . 
Resolution nie ’the following declaration on the floor oi lK , 

•*- r a?' 

to declar J j can make the position absolutely clear that when the,,'" 

conflict between my position in the Cabinet ami my membership ..r ,, 1 
1 . » 1 shill allow the claim of the Muslim League to prevail 

“could not be for a single moment in the Cabinet if Um asked by mj3| 

nity to come out . 

Having gained our point and not wishing to create a rift in the 
Party, we decided not to move the amendment. Mr. Jinnah in his 
letter to me dated December 26, 19 39 said: 

“On the whole I am glad that Bengal has done fairly well, at any rate in 
getting the statement from the Premier, a copy of which you have enclosed 
with your letter’’ 

As I have stated before, the Congress leaders believed that 
they could use the war situation to coerce the British Government 
into conceding their demands. They were chagrined when the British 
did not yield. The Congress High Command then directed the Congress 
Ministries to resign in protest, which they did. Naturally the exit of 
the Congress Ministries came as a relief to the Muslims and other 
minorities who had suffered under Congress rule. On December 2 , 
I 939, Mr. Jinnah issued a statement appealing to the Muslims “to 
anSnW ^ ° eCember 22 ’ >939 as the ‘Day of Deliverance- 
ceased to function’^ ° ( that t1ie Con gress regime has at last 

Ministries and their j nS P lte 0 OLlr strong feelings against the Congre ss 
observance of Deliveran'^n^ 01116 US bought that his edict about 
1 939> 1 wrote to Mr. Jinnalv " ^ * na PP ro P r * a te. On December 1 2 » 

s ave a rulrihock 01 l 1 do , ^ ot state that y° ur direction 

you have all a i 0 \ 1 d ‘d not expect s ^, f ? r delive rance from Congress rule 

Was bereft of your licr|u;° ' tlCS ° n * very h^i * Corn mand from you, because 

y ■ y°ur Com * that some strong reason 

t , . nd for the observance of this 

s »b«;'ue‘ S t ,;t y D , Mr : ^'»h t e f c 

y. «pla, mngindct ^te rred me 

e c ' r cu rns bis statement issiu * 
la nces and rcasons w |,icb 
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tHE armchair to the masses 

W* uE from 

i.ca g f t i ie Deliverance Day. I must 

M "' ....,1 for «■“> Evincing case for the step he had taken 


j for u,v evincing case ior mv ... 

Bn "> ,P Cd n ,ld< ; T“ r itv with which the Muslims and even 
*& ** husiasna o " 1 * J th e Day showed that he was a better 
Pfth«-fflinoriof" 1 f his pe ople than any of us. It proved a 
'tfemi» d “ d f f Smo g nstration. The misdeeds of the Congres- 


even 


Khr .. . min° rlt , f liner of his people than any or us. it proved a 
n"" d ' ,n o d r demonstration. The misdeeds of the Congress 
i4°fl ctive for"' ° f d | aim to represent the whole of Ind.a was 

'Tn- Mr- J"' nah ° n Ja ' 1Uary I94 °’ “ f ° ° WS; 

"\\cl 1 " l0te - ’ ’ 1 • •’ 


H 


fl .Vote to i«‘- j 

F* .. rance was observed as suggested by you and to that 

Ike D»y of thought otherwise have been proven to be misteken”. 

L Lnf those who tnoug 


War progressed, the Government of India were anxious 
I AS o jar support for their campaign to raise funds and recruit 
10 Armed Forces. They directed the Provincial Governments 

n * 111,1 provincial and District War Committees. In reply to the 
n> orm » c , nnea l for help in the prosecution of the War, my leader 

Viceroy s a pp cd r r , . . , / , 

fLj' a statement on May 27, 1940, explaining the Leagues 

stand: 


“Uptil the present moment, we have not created any difficulty, nor have 
we embarrassed the British Government in the prosecution of the war. 
The provinces, where the Muslim League has a dominant voice, have been 
left free to co-operate with the British Government pending their considera¬ 
tion with regard to the assurances we have asked for, in particular that the 
British Government should make no declaration regarding the future constitu¬ 
tional problems of India and the vital issues that have been raised in that 
connection without our approval and consent. Nevertheless, without 
prejudice to the adjustment ot the larger issues later, we were even willing 
as far back as November last to consider the proposal of the Viceroy to 
bring about an honourable and workable adjustment in the provincial field 
which would have been followed up with our representatives being appointed 
to the Executive Council of the Central Government.... to the extent 
permissible within the framework of the present constitution and existing 
aw. But this proposal was summarily rejected by Mr. Gandhi and the 
ongress. A similar attempt was again made by His Excellency in early 
ruary which met the same fate. ... So far we have not declared non- 
0 opention, nor have we decided to resort to direct action, nor are we 
P sparing to launch civil disobedience at any moment, although we are fully 
^ n< T t° objective of the Congress which is to force the British hand 
W*V»r° W ^ us ^ m ^ nc ^ a once more to the tender mercies of the Congress. . . . 
ft i re g ar d to Mr. Amery’s statement and the broadcast appeal of His 
xce ency the Viceroy may I say that it is up to the British Government to 
O'v trust in Muslim leadership—and there are many ways of doing so— 

ari as confident friends seek our whole-hearted co-operation and we shall 
not fair \ P 


June 


The League Working Committee at its meeting at Bombay on 
15 , 16 and 17, 1940, endorsed the above-mentioned statement 
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“'phe proposals ror tli^ 

of Mr. Jinnab and expressed thei .-Excellencies th e 

defence of India indicated m the stat we „ aS th e statements 0 | 


qaid-e-azam as 



him 


m 

defence of'India indicated in the the statements of 

Viceroy and the Commander-m-C inadequ ate to meet the urg ent 
some prc jvincial Governors are who therefore, authorises 

requirements of the situ f 10 "- mmuni cation with His Excellency the 
its President to enter into possibility of devising prompt a n d 

Viceroy with a view to e *P° r country’s resources for the purpose 
effective measures to mobili defence of India. The Committee 

of intensifying the war effort a " basis f or close co-operation i s 

is of the view that u» ~^^ province-wise between the 
agreed upon on an - L e an d such other parties as are will- 

Government and 1 cnonsibiiity for the defence of the country 

ing to undertaken t e ie 5 P tbe rea l purpose and objective will 
in rhp face of imminent danger, me ic v r J lu 

not be achieved.” With regard to the attitude to be adopted by t e 
members of the Muslim League towards the War Committees, the 
Working Committee directed that for the present Mussulmans 
should not serve on these Committees and should await further 
instructions from the President pending the result of the communi¬ 
cation with the Viceroy . 


The directive of the Working Committee was generally followed 
by the rank and file of the Muslim Leaguers, but the Ministers and 
their supporters in the Punjab and Bengal showed scant respect to it. 
In a lengthy letter dated June 2 i, i94°» 1 complained bitterly to mv 
leader: <4 Sikandar and Fazlul Haq are striking out on their own 
against the direction ol the Working Committee in the matter o 
formation of War Committees. This is, indeed, tragic and intolerable. 
Statement after statement has been issued to the press by you an 
others. They are all so contradictory that none of us knows w at 
actually took place in the Working Committee on June iT ^hj r * 
called leaders here, Members of the Cabinet, took it for grante ^ 
they would secure the permission of the Working Committee^. 
Leaguers of the province to join the Provincial and Distiic^ ^ 
Committees. On this assumption, names were submitte 
Governor for the various sub-committees and also lor t e ^ 0 f 
Committee. Then came the invitation from the Private e . s j a . 


— -- —-- . Legi 

His Excellency to attend a meeting on the 2 oth Instant .n - ^ 


tu ciiicnu a uu uit, ^ 

tive Assembly Hall. This was followed by your statern^ ^ 
calling upon the Muslim Leaguers to abstain from P artl ^P" 'rh ose 
Committees until such time that you considered nece ty' n 0 ur b' 1 ..’ 
us who believe in discipline and love the League m ° ie ^ t ol jr i IlJ ^ 
immediately wrote to His Excellency expressing - n yie^' 0 

ty to attend the meeting or to serve on the Conwuitte 


Scanned by CamScanner 







^ sliM leaglte from the armchair to the masses 165 

f the Muslim League High Command and its President in the 
^ reGti0 A meeting was held. Many Muslims attended and many Muslims 
nl atte r - j ist 0 f members of the various committees prepared and 
did p0t awe ekago, notwithstanding the many withdrawals from them, 
_prin red 1 Jtered^You will thus find many names on the Committees 
h. 01 Jid have been struck off. . . .The Working Committee of the 
Muslim League met on the night ot the 20th instant to consider 
H a wful situation that had arisen in view of your statement on the 
1,16 hand and the previous commitment of the Ministers here on the 
° n L r We argued for two and one half hours. Among the Ministers 
present were Mr. Fazlul Haq, Sir Nazimuddin and Tamizuddin Khan. 
Suhrawardy, although in Calcutta, was absent. Sir Nazimuddin told 
u s that Ministers had been exempted. We contended that your state- 
nient was clear and categorical and made no exceptions. It was suggested 
that the Bengal Working Committee pass a resolution asking the Central 
Working Committee to reconsider its decision, failing which, to 
requisition a meeting of the All-India Council. These were opposed 
and it was decided that no resolutions be passed as that would have 
been worse than the disaster at Bombay. Fazlul Haq went so far as to 
declare that the Working Committee was all wrong. He had a right 
to his own view and if it came to that he would have no hesitation in 
resigning from the League and the Working Committee, for, he felt 
cominced that in helping the British unreservedly, lay the salvation 
of the Musslamans in India. Abdur Rahman agreed with him in the 
matter of his resignation, but it was not forthcoming. May I beg of 

you to clarify the position and tell those who are still loyal to the League 
what to do?” ; 5 


activiH f ar ? G ^ etter * complained to Mr. Jinnah of the objectionable 
"SikandarVff Pren ! ier ’ Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan. I said: 

could chall ^ .. WaS a aw unto himself. He thought that he 
Jjfmmand bP * m P un * t y both you and the Muslim League High 
g ene 1 . e Saw dle Congress President in direct opposition to 
de isnowatte rUCt * ons °^tbe Working Committee and its President. 
^° n gress f 0r °k v io u sly to bring about a compromise with the 



Scanned by CamScanner 









“ount Pl easant 

ft- 

oombay/ 

84th J une 1940' 

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIA L. 


My dear Hassan, 


WorkiJfcoLlltee^^tf lnst - 

SffiiBs 1 a.'sass*^?.s-!s«- « 


-—-—— ciorYxiig m 

* W 2 i * 

lPnt. r. I er\ iA 


or^lr Blta5i„-Hay\tv; statement 

doubt in the matter. The question was discu.^ 

sdnnt 6 ^ lfu gth and flnall y the resolution was 
adopted without a dissent. s 


What you say in the rest of your letter i s 

vn« e Jh i !? g *!! y ’ very close attention and I agree with 
you that the position is intolerable. 


, °2 ly re & re - is that Sir Nazimuddin according 

o the Press report should have said that ministers 
were exempted. That is not-correct. After the 

r ??? u^ Aon was P asse< 3.Sir Nazimuddin asked me what 
will be the position of the ministers and I said 
to him that they must tell the Governors, or 
through the Governors it must be conveyed to the 
Viceroy that pending our communication with the 
Viceroy they should not proceed with the formation 
of the War Committees, Sir Nazimuddin then said, 
"supposing we are forced to go on with it, which 
will leave no alternative than to resign") to 
which my answer was that if it comes to that we 
may ask them to resign and that they should * 
communicate to me when that stage is reached; 
a ma*tter of fact Fazlul Haq sent a telegram o 
Sir Nazimuddin that if the Working Committee a^ 
not resolve to support the British Government 
conditionally we shall have no alternative 
but to resign the League . The Working Commi ^ 
seemed to regret the telegram and the thr 
by Fazlul Haq and entirely disapP r ° 

Wherefore Sir Nazimuddin thought th»t to 
gram may have been sent by some misonxe ^o 

and withdrew it to get his confirmation a 
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, + before the Working Committee; but 
put i placed before the Committee, a 
fithough it continued its sitting for t* 
more days 






_ fnilv alive to the situation* 

, 1 ^ LvI beg of you to clarify the 
you ask me ^ose that are still loyal to 

g-a&dh: save 

be purified at all cost* 


T am very glad you wrote to me a frank fetter 
and I thl^ you for It. I may inform you that I 
had forwarded the resolution to the Viceroy 
with a covering letter that if he desired to 
discuss it any further I will be glad to meeo 
him 0 In,response, I received his letter acknow¬ 
ledging "the resolution and the covering letter, 
and asking me to meet him on the 27th of June, 
Accordingly I am leaving tomorro?/ night. After 
my return it would be for all of us to consider 
the position seriously both with regard to Sir , 
Sikandar Hayat and Fazlul Haq.cu^ei 


You know that last September at the meeting of 
the Working Committee both Sir Sikandar Hayat 
and Fazlul Haq had given me in writing that 
they would resign the premierships, whenever*/ 
i called upon them to do so. How far they^aDiae 
ty their solemn word and pledge I do not know. 

There is one sentence in your letter which 
s n °t quite correct; — 

n You, instead of taking strong action «r 

against these two for indiscipline 
actually condoned their offence and con¬ 
firmed it in the speech you delivered 
I dld at Hubli.n 

did i p ^ del iver any speech at Hubli, neither 
the Hubii n to an Y one of them in my message to 
th inkinp 5 0nfer ence. But I think you may be 
s? th of m my statement which I issued on the 
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„ ofld it carefully you will find 
If you read intended to snow that 

that ^ " as , pa gue so far had not embarraeatd 
the Government, pending our nego- 

the Brit is * 1 viceroy- 

tiations with the 

* m the Viceroy was written by 
The last letter fro ^ waS p x ace d by Before 
him on the 19th Apr 9 t Bombay on the 15th, 
the Working Committee a these matters the iinal 

alter consideration ol a icftted b y the reso- 

decision was taken up^as 

lution of the 1'™ 

orp well. With kind regards 
Hoping you are wen. 

Yours sincerely. 



Hassan Ispahan! Esq., 

5, Camac Street 
Calcutta. 

The League Working Committee^ took^ 

reports in the Press about the so-called Muslim Premiers Conference 
* th the President of the Congress at Delhi on June U, 194 °^ 
Working Committee, after the statement of Sir Sikandar Hy t K ^ 
before the Committee to the effect that it was pure y j 

meeting at the invitation of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad tor n 
talk, resolves that in order to avoid any misunderstanding or misc 
struction in future no member of the Working Committee shou^ 
enter into any negotiations or discussions with the Congress e ^ gr 
regarding the question ol Hindu-Muslim settlement or any 
matter which requires adjustment between the Muslim League 
the Congress without the permission ol the President . 

» * vj pC 

In the month of July 1940, there were behind-the-scene aC ^j uS ]j nl 
by Sir Sikandar Hayat and his friends to sabotage the officia ^ ^im 
League policy and undermine the Qaid’s leadership. I intorm ^ 
by my letter of July 20, 1940, that we had learnt of a m ° VL ^ oan cil 
Sikandar to have a meeting of the All-India Muslim League yC 0 f 
called to consider various matters, adding, “I see in this n ^ 
Sikandar Hayat, an attempt to bid for the leadership of the Leag 
break up the organisation into two and an inspired lea mg 
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tfd s 


aG iie from THE armchair to the 


MASSES 


OI -ts the idea”. I also wrote: ‘‘There are whis- 
*$t0& man ' SUPP Lst interview with the Viceroy failed because 
h ere that you* ^ the representative of the League on his 
P c, ‘insisted on L*,?! Si kandar Hayat deputed one of his lieutenants, 
' V(J lncled Col ' n * , n Calcutta and some others to other provinces, to 
e * F A rnjad M» t0 jdea 0 f unconditional support to the British 


M r 


5 U P P o„ l August .940. I wrote to Mr. Jinnah as follows: 

Vfar ed° rl: ' 


, Ali MLA the son of Muratab Ali, has come here from Lahore 
r< JVlr Amjad All> M . 1 /-a _—mprelv with 


Mr. Amjad AM. | pupjab 0ur me eting was called merely with 

’Stair Amiad Ali an opportunity to convince us that the Punjab 


to canvas *-rr . 1 _ 

th e object of giving;^j to be supported in the stand they have 

>vere really tne aggi 1 y 

taken up. 


arc aware that there are some fellows here who will be only too happy 
'"“join hands with Sikandar and his company. 


to 


We heard Amjad and after dinner the Working Committee met to discuss 
the points raised. It was with much tact that another catastrophe was 
averted and those who wanted to do the mischief were stayed from doing 
it. The Working Committee passed no resolution in support of sending a 
requisition on the lines of the Punjab. Some members pressed the view that 
Leaguers in their individual capacity, in exercise of their rights as laid down in 
the Constitution, may table a requsition on the lines of the Punjab. We 
objected and said that such a move would be suicidal to the wider Muslim 
interests and that we shoutd see that none from Bengal followed the lead of 
the Punjab. By doing so they would throw this province in the trap prepared 
by Sikandar Hayat. 


1 must say that Sir Nazimuddin rose to the occasion and spoke in support. 
Briefly, by peaceful persuasion we managed to keep the pro-Sikandar party 
at V. Fazlul Haq, at whose house this meeting was held, kept out of the 
room a ost the whole time on the excuse of attending to the comfoits of 

delibrrl D WaS dragged iat ° the room in the concluding stages of our 
(Nazimudchn’s T'T*] y °\ “ d \ 1 feel that he ?nd Shahabuddin 
the whole shov ^ u ’ WU ^ taCit sc PP ort °f Shaheed, had engineered 
otherwise”. ^ counted on a pro-Punjab feeling. It turned out 


To f j 

S eGov «nntn f P n r n Ve 4 the , COntention that there was a manoeuvre by 
l**® Khan to forest th I° U 8 h her faithful friends like Sir Sikandar 


eba 


c Jn § e their warned; r u ' c ' Azain and the Muslim League t( 

kJ5****tt made U°tul ^ *j 1S ° la T te them > 1 ma ^ quote an im P or 


to f 0rr . 1 .5 ldl Liuui irienas like oir oikandar 

war Policy nr ? nd the Muslim Lea g ue to 


'"terv . ment made by th o. j 7 ’’ ‘ C l UOte an ,m P 0r ' 

vv with the m ,n J une » J 94 o. In the course of an 

representative of Times of India , he said : 


a 


^14.J^ ^ 

ti0lta > an Presently Head o^f p M ,^ slim , Lea g uer > lat er still a pillar of the 

ee °f the J ~ fdcistan s Permanent Delegation to the United 


lee the p™? £ Stan’s Permanent Delegation tothe United 
( onvention Muslim League) Government. 
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qAID-E-AZAM as 1 KNEW HIM 


"The present ambition and policy of the Congress are suggested in 
words of a prominent Congressman: ‘Should the international situati 0n 
worsen appreciably, Britain will make a strong bid for Congress goodwill 
by try inn to meet its demands very much more than half-way. 0n hi s 
present showing, Jinnah will not be over-pleased with the development and 
would, in all probability, resort to obstruction. Britain will then turn to h er 
faithful friend Sikandar Hayat Khan. Perhaps the good offices and the 
powerful support of the Aga Khan would also be available. Nor would 
Fazlul Haq, the Bengal Premier be found unwilling. Jinnah would still be 
left a nood enough following, but then will come to him the tragic realisation, 
how so many of the Khan Bahadurs and Knights and titled gentry, who are 
now dancing attendance on him, will drop away in an instant at a sign from 
the British Government whose creations they are. J innah would still be a not¬ 
able factor, but only a factor, not the sole determinant. A Gandhi-Aga 
Khan-Sikandar-Fazlul Haq understanding would have a more far-reaching 
effect than the Lucknow Pact of 1916. Jinnah would either have to toe the 
line or stand in haughty aloofness, unable to change the course of history.”* 

Replying to my letters on August 8, 1940, Mr. Jinnah wrote: 
“1 was very pleased to hear the account of the meeting and specially 
to note that Nazimuddin rose to the occasion. I hope you are following 
how quickly the events are developing. If the people will have only a 
little patience and give us some peace and chance at least for a reason¬ 
able period and stand united, I feel that we shall immensely benefit. 
As regards all sorts of rumours there is absolutely no truth that my 
last interview with the Viceroy failed for the reasons mentioned in 
vour letter. The negotiations are still proceeding so far satisfactorily.. 
You must have, by now, read the statement of the Viceroy on behalf 
of His Majesty’s Government.” 

The most important part of the Viceroy’s statement dated 
August 8, 1940, from the Muslim point of view was the following 
paragraph: 

“His Majesty’s Government’s concern that full weight should be given to 
the views of the minorities in any revision, has also been brought out. That 
remains the position of His Majesty’s Government. It goes without saying 
that they could not contemplate the transfer of their present responsibilities 
for the peace and welfare of India to any system of Government whose 
authority is directly denied by large and powerful elements in India’s nationa 
life. Nor could they be parties to the coercion of such elements into 
submission to such a Government.” 


Mr. Amery, Secretary of State for India, elaborating the state 
ment said that 

‘‘the foremost among these elements stands the great Muslim community 
of ninety million strong and constituting a majority both in the K 0 
Western and North-Eastern India.” 


Quoted in Speeches and Statements of the Jinnah collected by Jami-ud-D 10 Abm 


id. 
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prom the armchair to the 

e agUE from 


MASSES 


rrp Aucrust 27 , ‘94° •• “ The wllole °[ Muslim India 

fe t o him on 'r * ite lead and 1 sincerely trust that it will not 
v'T° .„-,iifoi* a . I nm nuite confident that unless 


is I* 0 "" before u " cclira nces and are morou^my 
be 1$' the f ull ^'. a he !, rt ed support of the community in the prosecu- 


i. 1 >y° U ’-' forthcoming.. . .1 am quite confident that unless 
V F.fnrC it ,S .„«c ai 


ranees and are thoroughly satisfied, you will 


r-urthe *^! 6 


llA*' e 


*>‘*7 the «* r 
tion 01 


, w, r were spreading and it was apprehended 
The flames ol the W. ^ J gl , lfe d. The Council of the AlL- 

. .Muslim coU ' lU '" September 29 , . 94°. resolvedin view of the 
th f, Muslim League on hep . . vers against the independence 

bd b.bflity of ^ e f°Muslm cfuntries, to authorise the President 
uvereignty of the Mu f ex p rc ssing and demonstrating deep 
day> trTM-limTndia wlh Muslim countries and 

[Lathy and concern ^ any sucW design that in the event of 

jso conveying to d countr ies Muslim India will be forced to 

lv attack upon Muslim cotmti t ^ ^ ^ ]innah accord - 

snnd by them and give a , PP the jumat-ul-Wida of Ramazan, 

ing |, fixed Fr.day Nove b ,.^ #nd ^ ublic meetings to express 

* the day for holding sf' P c J cer „ for the Muslim countries In 

Muslim India s symp ' y ^ Calcutta> held a mammoth public 

pursuance of this d ’ . fo r the Muslim countries and 

it. ^... *. ™. <■< 

aaaression against them. 


According to the directive of the All-India Muslim League March 
being the anniversary of the adoption of the Pakistan 
Resolution, was to be observed as Pakistan Day throug oil e 
country. The Muslim League Ministers in Bengal, however, tor reasons 
of their own, did not want the Provincial League to celebrate t e ay. 

On March 22 , there appeared a statement purporting to be a te egram 
sent bv the President of the Provincial League calling upon the 
Muslims throughout the province not to observe the Day. It said. 

In view of possible misunderstanding and danger to communal 
harmony owing to recent riots, Provincial Muslim League decided 
to hold Pakistan meetings twentythird. Request you to comply. 

2( b I 94 I > I wrote to Shaheed Suhrawardy, Secretary ol the 
taken^- ^” ea S Lle > Inquiring as to when and by whom this decision was 
Q f the ° Ut ^ was u ^ tra v * res as tt contravened the mandate 

fiieetiop ^ us ^m League and requested him to call an urgent 

c onside r °, forking Committee of the Provincial League to 

“'The ^t t l Seri ° USneSS of the situation. I added in my letter: 
Ve 0 f th at the Mussalmans of Calcutta observed Pakistan Day 
e °*-ders issued by the Provincial President is significant 
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t he direction towards which Muslim public ^ 
and indicate etit ion of such a dictatorial attitude 

<lr !rT forwarded to my great leader a copy of ^ > 
disaster. wro te as follows: It will perhaps COn to 

Suhrawardy Pre sident of the Bengal Provincial League ° y .° u 

JSaSUrP T Sthe Nikhil Banga Proja Krishak Sanaiti. 
cominglle'ction, this gentleman has circulated notices to all Di st > 

“ b divisions, towns, thanas and unions to g rd up their l oins a „ 
prepare themselves to fight for the rights of^the peasants 1, is also 
Routed that the President of the N.khil Banga Knshak Samiti is 
carrying on secret negotiations with the rump ot the Congress Party 
which calls itself the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party led by Mr. 

Sarat Chandra Bose. You have got to put your foot down and demand a 
clarification forthwith as, in my humble opinion, allowing Mr. Fazlul 
Haq to ruin the Muslim cause in Bengal at this critical juncture would 
be disastrous.” 

In his reply dated April 4, 1941, Mr. Jinnah asked me to send 
him a copy of the notice circulated by Mr. Fazlul Haq to the districts 
and sub-divisions and added: ‘ ‘In the meantime do you not think it is 
tor the Bengal Mussalmans to put their foot down and demand clarifi¬ 
cation of the dual position that Mr. Fazlul Haq has taken up?” The 

Meeting of the Provincial League Working Committee was eventually 
called on April 3, 1941. 

strongly against^i ^ Tbe mem bers expressed themselves 

Teague. No resolution 5 ™^ , man<iate the All-India Muslim 
directives received fmr, P asse( ' but it was the general opinion that 

1 11 e Centre should be carried out. 

Mr 

anTpresid ^ ^ ork ' Xn g Co mm in d ° uble g am e. While remaining a 
string of statem ^ Ben gal Prov^ 6 *°f tbe All-India Muslim League 
He ««cl^ 1 League, he issued a 

resolutions unpalatabL & Calcut ta DisT- ^ tbe P obc )' °f the League. 
m°J? rtKi - the° k' m but his ?' ^ usbm League for passing 

a ut W A W ° rkin S Committee did 

1 ’• >*■’ 1 wrote 

sl 'P Badly and , a "d tr ue "8 b'ms e |f do ’ 14 is best to give him 

n? a W .‘ L then vSm for 'o n r°H er or !«er. He cannot 

‘ n dependent ti^ to deal g hi ^ *• bound to slip and 

' OWn b V the', Mi Wst er ! ag u e should kee P 

ea gu e . | s To u ld be the 

—— CdSe °f deviation, 
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®P SIJIV1 

__W brought to the bar of the League to explain their 

t hfV sh° ulli i bC they join in initiating the policy and thereafter they 
c0 > ct -, T °i t hout the least compunction. This is not as it should be.” 

Pr 


■ August 1941* the British authorities made a well-planned 
b ; ea k up the solidarity of the All-India Muslim League. The 
line of the Muslim League policy during the War was that it 
no part in the war effort without a share in the power and 

flip flnvprnmpnt' As snrh l-La T J _ • j. 1 


could raKC uw l“* -- -*“ * vy ailu 

responsibility of the Government. As such, the League has decided 

that none of its members could accept any position in any body or 

_ j 4 .L ^ __ _ rr i 1 1 v _ ^ 


agency concerned ith the wai eltort, unless the League, as a body, 


*5^ 7 - 71 -cio a uuuy, 

decided upon co-operation. The Viceroy had, till then, held negotia¬ 
tions with the President of the Muslim League and was well aware of 
its policy; yet in August 1941, without reference to the President 
of the League or its Executive, the Viceroy secretly issued invitations 
to the Muslim Chief Ministers telling them that they were being 

appomted members of the Defence Council in their capacity as Chief 
Ministers and that thev shnnlrl Laa^ P j b ^nier 

by the Viremv h - k ff P * h,S a secret - But the message sent 
to Mr , 7 I' t the Govemor of Bombay, Sir Roger Lumly 

Muslim Chief Ministers had T ' 0 " 5 ‘ SSUed Stated that th ® 

to represent ‘the te r M ^ in the Defence Council 

message he immediacy commu nity’. On receipt of the 

« which the Vicerov’s m * ° f the Workin g Committee 

Ambers Sir Sikand 7 essa ge was brought to the notice of the 

(Assan 1 )resigne d k froi r th! "nr ‘ “ d Sir Mohammad Saadullah 

«ked ft ™ the Defence Council. Mr. Fazlul Haq demurred, 

the Lea™ the ff r ?§ ned b ° th fr ° m the Defence Council and 

- *• s '™“> ° f “» 


Ref 

;*I and 26 ^ t0 tbe Wor ^ ln g Committee’s meetings on August 24, 

Lea guers ioini 941 ’u at Whkh decisions we re taken against Muslim 
defence l e ^' cero V s expanded Executive Council and 

the M US sl am " n C ’A W , r0t f 10 Mr - J innah as follows: “Believe me, 
^Otkino CnnT 0 Indla have been heartened by the stand that the 
their heads rnrni y a took up in its meeting. The Musslamans walk with 
^ e -holde U l Dri § ^ because their political organisation can now shun 
rs and no longer respects titular heads.” 


^ « 

Sat at ' v * vr ° r bing Committee of the All-India Muslim League 

^oveniC 1 Consd< ^ er ^ n g Mr. Fazlul Haq’s letter of explanation dated 
act}vif eP r- 1 ^’ 1 94 I > 1 wrote to the Qaid about the surreptitious 
certain elements in the Bengal Muslim League who, for 
1 reasons, were trying to queer the pitch for the All-India body. 
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I said: “Yesterday evening, while we were waiting in the house of . 
Nl . va l, 0 f Dacca for the decision ot the Working Committer si i , 

K*.«*• «% ° f *•«-«*. 

naturally interested in the continuance ol the Government, suggest j 
that we should telephone Delhi and press for the acceptance 
Fazlul Haq’s letter as sufficient apology. Our group refused p 0 j nt 
blank and told them that as we considered the Working Committee 
to be a body of intelligent men and you were its President, it would 
be an open insult to offer them unsolicited directions.. Some minutes 
later, Shahabuddin came forth with a more astounding statement 
that in case the Working Committee rejected the letter as unsatisfac¬ 
tory, it was his considered opinion that we should make it see reason 
and to act on our advice as the whole dispute related to our province. 
You may be sure that I did not leave unsaid anything that was worth 
saying. I told the meeting that the suggestion of Shahabuddin struck 
at the root of discipline and could not, therefore, be given a second 
consideration—that the League was an All-India political organisation 
and not an association of time-servers and self-seekers and made it 
clear to them that I, for one, would declare open war and felt confident 
that even in Bengal, I would not be left single-handed to fight the battle 
that must necessarily result if such a step is taken. So, no suggestions 
or threats were telephoned to Delhi.” 


The Working Committee decided to accept Mr. Haq’s letter o 
explanation and reaffirmation of loyalty to the League and to treat the 
matter as closed. I welcomed the decision in a press statement and 
appealed that ‘‘there should be a stop to recriminations in the press 
over the topic now buried. If good faith is maintained in this respect, 
I am sure of the cohesion and stability which the nation requires at 
the present juncture.” On November 2o, 1941, I was able to report 
to the Qaid: There seems to be peace in the Province. The issuing 
of statements and counter-statements has been given a holiday. 1 alT1 

told that the "Naya Jug' (Mr. Haq’s paper) too, is not as vulgar as 
it used to be. 


P , 7 h ® however ’, <]i<1 not last long. As I anticipated, Mr. 

,I" 1 7 1<I had temporarily made peace with the All-India Muslin' 
League to gam time for the purpose of dealing a blow to the Muslim 

dtlr ChiefTnister™; “ Mi "^y with himself as the 

dated November 29, 1 “ We°U, ‘sh-f ”** ’T*" h) ’ my '"Tl 

have been once again prophetic in mv happened, 

cheated all and hfs gained his obLt^He 'TT?' FaZ ' ul H “« 
clever wisemen played into his hands.” On November aTThere vva' 
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A section of the mammoth gathering at the Patna session of the League. 

By Courtesy of Mohtarama Fatima linnoh 
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“Corruption is a curse in India and amongst Muslims, especially the | 
socalled educated and intelligentsia. Unfortunately, it is this class j 
that is selfish and morally and intellectually corrupt. No doubt this 
disease is common, but amongst this particular class of Muslims, it IS 
rampant. However, it is a phase that we have to face and make every 
effort to eradicate and purify our society. ...” 1 

Qaid-e-Azam’s letter to the author, 
dated May 6, 194^. 
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.. the Coalition Party minus the so-called Progressive 
a by Mr. Fa^lul liaq. Alter some time he arrived and his 

party 10 i ^ed dejected. I le and Mi. Suhrawardy were closetted in 
rollo wers 1 Re-entering the meeting room, Mr. Haq made the 
ant # -10 _“I am haDDV lo meet von nil i ^ __i . 


10 n.room. Rc-c».w.... b -- & 7'**’ made the 

an , a iU statement: I am happy to meet you all. I am making a 
fo, ° l that 1 am sure will gladden your hearts and bum the hearts 
Pl^Tenemies. 1 P IO P OSC an adjournment of the Assembly tomorrow 
° ° U w eek in order that 1 may compose differences that are unfortuna- 
l*«dll left un-composed. 1 do not doubt that I will have your support 
•achieving this aim, for with amity and concord reestablished, we 
Ivill face any one or several groups.” The members agreed. 


This was, ho we vc i , only a i use. Mr. Hacj was working simultane¬ 
ously to form another coalition. As 1 wrote to the Qaid on the 29th: 
“We woke up this morning to be faced by a fait accompli —sl coalition 
between Haq, Bose, Congress, Proja and the Independent Scheduled 
Caste. Haq asked for time, not to bring back his men to the fold of the 
Coalition, but to fix up with Wardha. The mandate reached Calcutta 
last night and so, out came the conspiracy that has been hatched for 
many months. It seems that we have been out manoeuvred. Our top 
men now stand exhausted. Haq has betrayed them, the Coalition and 
the Musslamans of the Province. The four and one half years Muslim 
uplift will now be checked. Unfortunate are the Musslamans of Bengal 
Now the war is on. Haq has gained a tactical advantage. However, our 
cause is just and Allah will help us. Please be ready to help. We shall 
fight, Inshallah, to the last man.” 


After Mr. Fazlul Haq’s betrayal of the Muslim League and 
dissolution of the Cabinet, we proceeded to form a Muslim League 
Party consisting of the genuine Muslim League members of the 
legislature and to eleev a leader. To avoid canvassing and factionalism 
a new procedure was adopted. Mr. Abdul Momin, a respected elder, 
was appointed the presiding officer. No names were pioposed. 
Members cast their votes by secret ballot for whomsoever they pleased. 
The presiding officer, after counting the votes, just announced the 
name of the person who had secured the highest number oi votes 
without disclosing the other names and the votes cast or 
Khwaja Nazimuddin was thus elected leader. T. e awa °. js ‘ tag e 
Khwaja Habibullah, who was an aspirant for the leadershrp ^ th f n 
betrayed the Muslim League and joined han s wi r _ ^ . Qn 
settled down to real hard work as the mam party m opp 

December .941. ' “ ^md retrieve ou” position 

ever confident that we shal , wit in a s °J’ P.®T. ’ j mol - e determined 

gloriously and shall come back stronger, healthier 
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than ever before. A bloated party, full G f Self . 
must one clay burst. This is what has happened to the K) 
here. We have been given an opportunity f 0r sep ar ^>£ 
from the chaff and for differentiating between the true ^ g^n 
the person who was a Leaguer for his own convenience anu^N 
There is no necessity for despair. . . . Fazlul Haq will nQt b Nj|| 
with his treachery. He may be in power one, two, three, f 0 l f 1 * 
months, but his day of reckoning will never-the-less Com ° rflv e 
that day is not too far off. He thinks he will bring i n peace and ^ 
perity by joining hands with the very people who cursed and opp^a 
the Mussalmans from every conceivable platform in the province 
The coalition in power today is ill-conceived and is something hideous 
and unnatural. Heterogeneous elements are bound to pull in different 
directions and very soon one or the other will have to break away f or 
reasons of self-preservation.” The Muslim League was thus brought 
closer to the people. This proved to be its real source of strength. 

We then launched a vigorous propaganda campaign by holding 
big public rallies in Calcutta and other towns and districts of the 
province to acquaint the people with the issues involved in the 
political battle and Mr. Fazlul Haq’s betrayal of the Muslim cause. 
Muslim leaders—Nazimuddin, Suhrawardy, Akram Khan, Abdul 
Momin, Tamizuddin Khan—toured the province and addressed meet¬ 
ings. Muslim students joined the campaign and played a heroic part 
in propagating the League’s message and exposing Mr. Haq. The 
people’s response was enthusiastic and heartening. Mr. Haq resorted 
to threats against the Muslim League workers and newspapers support¬ 
ing the League but no one was deterred by the threats. He too ventured 
out on a tour to counter our campaign. I wrote in this connection to 
the Qaid on February 14, 1941, as follows: “Haq ventured out with his 
circus. The first place on his programme was Barisal, his stronghold * n 
the Province. He was met by bi 2 black flaa demonstrations all along 



courage to go there. He is 

V to s tancf the persecution 
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ui 


4 ageI?6i line 29 read ‘January 14, 1942’, instead of ‘February 
I 14,1941’. 

dalPage 177, line i read ‘letter 5 instead of ‘reply*. 

t: a nd grandeur bear all nrevinus records. The Uomerencc at 
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”* The Qaid in his reply dated 
. #>■ that you are all working. U m sure 

tff.'l a rn g la ?, as a team. I quite agree w.th you that o 
/ .11 all* 01r i v a question of time. Again on feJ, ,Sa S°°d 

{?< ’J 2& z s—tea t 

League > s 



liliu’ 


"" ..„ d to hold the Bengal Provincial Muslim League 

w as d eCld . i an d to invite the Qaid-e-Azam to visit Bengal 
( react at Se ?^f e re nC e. He fixed February 12 for his arrival i n 
^° n ddi* e s s tbe L ° a. and iyfor the Conference. On arrival, he was 
^ fta and Feb ruar y w hich in point of enthusiasm, numbers 

gfi a public reception^ ^ Conference it Serajgunj, 

“‘ Ldeur beat all P . headquarte r, was attended by thousands 

iSuo''” andSU ]a Ureas and was a magnificent success. The Qa.d 
i ,nle from rural area rP f ere nce has been made elsewhere. 

1 * <X p° int , •—r=S 


Tf febting speech to wh,c re " int in the Muslim struggle 
; Serin) Conference ^ * "^ved forward by leaps and 

* h ’“ 

liter. 


nt to his vindictiveness against the Muslim 
Mr. Fazlul Haq gave vent to his publication for one 

Press by ordering the Star of In * ia in P its issue of the 20th, it 

week from the 27th ol April, b( j c * u j Mus l im League, one of 

* published resolutions of the Bengal r , cikh soldiers in Beni. 

widchrelated to the outrage on Muslim worn ) w jthdraw the 

Within three days Mr. Haq’s Governmen an apo logy or 

°der unconditionally after his attempts 1 failed 

^ertaking from the staff of the newspapei 


By July 11 


j fr. have been overtaken 

, . j-. 1942, Mr. Fazlul Haq appeared j, arm he had 

I r 4 s ^ nse »f remorse over his political misdeeds an t0 cas t 

‘ u kt,> t0 bimself and to his fellow Muslims. He b g 
,, 5 .^ make approaches. On July 3, ' wrote to the Q« 

I 


Cit Prince Dillan, the younger brother of the Nawab of Rjunpur 
,r °“8 Muslim League r ; met me “and in a general way stated that 


/ 


dt j £ 

Fazlul Ha q were not confined to Fen f J^r^demonstra- 
• j l H *11 alon^V^* meetin g of the Defence Council ther cture r at the 

Mr ' l amiluddin Ahmad ’ f °^' t hat the students 

<?Cr lt * ^vho had i ho was an eye-witness of the scene states tna ^ the 

Si tct ed fo* gains t his M n,Sed him when he had passed du°ugh_ his S coin partinent 

the ' to a gruelli 11113 ^ ^ ad ^> een defeated in i93 8 » uiobbe j by some 

6 s ^- Mln g demonstration from which he was rescued y 
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qaid-e-azam as I knew him 


> 

r r p» t na bv one of Fadul Haq’s nephews, an intimate friend 
was sent for from l atna b> ^ just about sick of every thing and the 

of his, and told that the < 1 , uving worn out, and with his experL 

gilt of victory over his p. b his powerful Hindu colleagues, h e 

once of being taken adva ^ w( [ h the Muslim nation, 

wanted to make us p' 


wanted to m r 

rime to me and told me that Haq wanted him to 
Yesterday, DiUan again ca ^ desired to have a heart to heart talk. He 
arrange a meeting with m ^ ^ he hope d that something good may 

asked me not to refuse ^ refused but as he persisted, agreed, 

result for the community. . . seV en and ta lked freely for an hour 

We met in Dillan’s house last mg 

and half. 


ana 

He narreted lhe 

made to unsaddle him, l ^ f orm the Cabinet , his success, the 

the struggle for the » pressure on him by his Hindu colleagues, 

difficult"* faced 1 y 1 £h P off( to mlke peace with you and the 

the desire to C3 dissolve the Progressive Party, the Progressive 

League, to return toi, ^ p rogress ive Coalition Party and Cabinet now 
Muslim League, to 5 truct lt ^ [ s considered advisable 

"V.trrrirj ““ e you »n d lh« he feared rough 
by you. He . k eDt him away from seeing you. I assured him 

handling and it is this that has kept him ^ ^ ^ J ^ be done as a ^ 
that whdst not guaran^ciJat^on, J { guaranteed him that he would receive 
(ronZu as before and as you in your § greatness accord to every Mussalman, 
l co dial nd friendly welcome. He asked me, as a special favour t D accom- 
I n, nr to cto a day ahead of him to Bombay. I said that l did not want 
JTbe made a fool of but if he were serious, I would gladly travel with him 
In the same train and notwithstanding my many commitments here I would 
dadly sacrifice my time and money and go to Bombay He e 

ferious. We fixed the 4 th as the day of our departure by the Jubbulpore 

Mail. 


Unfortunately you are out of town. Please let me know where you are 
and what is your programme, by Express telegram. 


1 learnt later that the Qaid was on a short visit to Bhopal and 
would return to Bombay on July 9 . I again wrote to him on Ju y 

as under: 


“Since I last wrote to you, Dillan has met me several times ca mg ^ 

receiving clarification. He asked me if l desired to meet Haq again- g 
him that as I could not deliver the goods, constant meeting wou no 
matters in any way. 


Now from what I can gauge, the essence of his game is the revival 
stunt, his stunt and John Herbert’s* ambition, to wve policy 

I-T** unnlc Irk Pimilafp flu* VirfMTOV 1 fX folloVVlH^ 


•Sir John Herbert was Governor of Bengal. 
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, the armchair to the masses 

pjlOM THL 

. j,BA gU , . t three or so Muslim Leaguers. 

jd to b> s Cabine futile to think of a 

He «-** " j£ if tW «■„«• g^eUes forthe sake of a few 

be bribed and bough.; a.,ow 
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^b° I> rtveye' i t£> b'^c We cannot allow u urse % bought; allow 

n .he Cebinet, “ stop our agitation in .he 
4*>»' se ’“|ed in <he P r8 ' ,,n “ | j* created on the Mussulman, of 
'»fl te be «“*! . hold that « hat e among the Mussalmans 


"'„ 7 ]ecl »» ulc * - u V e created on tne jviu.»«...-- 

^"n^Vi’Ha^r^hh position among the Mussahnans 

^nothing doing. 

t Mr linnah. I shall convince him Haat if 
.Let me mee • 1 


„ (B eng- ut roS meet Mr. JinnaR ■ wa ^ Other- 

Nawab of Daccl and fini5h us al1 ' 


,h " C !he Hindus ^will join 
*isc. tftC 


„ onsense ,f Hat, plus Dacca have been 

D „ te his last argun«"' w ”; h Muslim p ’ b lic opinion in seven 
^.o their knees by the ^ stand? H is influence is zero. 

i””” 8 nths, how long w, D rsh , and the lucre that it carries, 


| ; ht to their *>*v -- n a i one stancir ms 

k° u S ,l, how long wl ' ... • rc bin and the lucre that it carries, 

a:*#™ ... 

table to take av y & , minus S1 de! 


the ntbtus side! 

influence then. > 


Mr linnah. If I fail to do so, I shall abide by 
mq says '* sh’h convince • , ro ] d ,hi s to me and he told this 

*T r fames’ Both DUl'and 1 consider that this is a lip under- 

;,tog»d reliance should nor be placed upon it. 


- 

t, Ht.se circumstances, bearing in mind that your time and my time and 
Inevare precious, will it be worth our while tc encourage Haq to see you. 
If nothing comes off, then this thoroughly unreliable man may issue a fresh 
statement damnirg the League and saying how dictatorial you were and add 
any cursed nonsense or lie to it. The statement may not cut ice with 
anyone because even every Hindu will disbelieve it although the Press will 
utilise it for the benefit of the Anti-Muslim forces in this country. 


However, it is for you to decide after considering carefully the pros and 
cons. An Express telegram from you will be appreciated. Just the word 
Come’ will be construed as ‘Bring Haq with you’. ‘Don’t come’ will 
mean to me ‘Do not bother. It will be sheer waste of time’.” 


hiH 0n,Ul) ; I3,1 received the following telegraphic message from the 

Win reply to my letters; * ^ 6 


l|p 

811 nJTT 1 di f SOciate himself froni his party, withdraws 

P re cedent.” 011 S * lsc iplme Muslim League in writing as condition 


The 


1 in ^ediatelv°n°nl \ ^ a te ^ e P^ onic conversation with Mr. 
PNuced below ^ ° Wn t ^ le t ^ le conversation which 


^ W Ss ^ bri 


aru ^ counter statem° m ^ a ^ ^ ecause ma y unnecessarily lead to 


Smuictcaaill Ely JCdU to 

s f“ements League being dictatorial etc., etc. 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


The sine qua n.m of his meeting Mr. Haq are: 

(,) That Haq should dissociate himself from the Progressive ^ 

the Progressive Muslim League. 

(2) Withdraw all the allegations made by him against the President 
Working Committee and the Muslim League. 

(3) Submit to the discipline of the All-India League. 

These must be given in writing to me. 

If the above conditions are fulfilled, we may proceed at once to Bombay and 
Haq is assured that he will get a most sympathetic hearing, will be re-admitted 
and his giievances against individuals in Bengal will be looked into and 
everything will be well again. 

The League cannot negotiate with any individual, big 01 small, who is in the 
camp of the enemy. He quoted Subhas Bose, going to England and negotiating 
with Churchill. The result would only be—arrest and trial for treason. 



Mr. Jinnah will be in Bombay and will cancel his engagements to meet 
Haq if the above terms are fullfilled. 

I asked—‘Suppose Haq goes to Bombay and in your presence complies 
with vour three terms in person, have you ary objection to my leaving 
for Bombay with him? 


He replied ‘If he can comply in my presence, he can more readily comply 
in my absence giving you just a few lines before you people leave for Bombay. 
He may expect a fair and square deal from me and my colleagues. 


I had the Qaid’s terms and conditions conveyed to Mr. Haq and 
wrote to the former on July 15, 1942, as follows: 


“It seems that he may give me the required letter if I give him the verbal 
assurance on my own that I shall only publish the letter if he issues a prejudicial 
statement after the meeting with you resulting in no settlement. He seems to 
be more than confident that he will convince you and will come to an 
agreement with you regarding Bengal and continues to declare that if he 
fails he will accept your decision. He may be sircere and still I doubt 
his sincerity.” 


The Qaid replied: 

“The sincerity and honesty of Mr. Fazlul Haq can only be tested by one 
action which is a condition precedent that he should dissociate himse ' 
the party to which he belongs and which coalition party is of his own creatm 
and is inimical to the Muslim League.” 
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.. f or further elaiilicallon ol' Ills atflrudfl, 
l^te to hl» ^, fc „ „h..ro S t.n ropy nl whirl, I. rtpiwlMC 

' !&, of A«r»J •r„llv «pUlno*l his po.ltIon : 


.w^d-e-A^ fully e *r 



Mm/Ml ki.MOMI M«* 0 , 
MX .MAM Mil I 

<kA O 


I at Auguut 194,8 


uy 


letter of the 27th of July arid 


dear Hassan, 

! am in receipt of your 
, r „lly cannot understand you. If Mr. Facial Hsq «rlU. to 
letter to the effect that he is ready and willing to 
dissociate himelf from the party of which he 1 b the leader 
and to withdraw all allegations against the Muslim League arid 
to submit to the discipline of the All-India Muslim League, 
then he must carry out his assurance, if after further discus¬ 
sion I am of opinion that he should do so, and he fails to 
convince me of any other course. But otherwise if he declines 
to abide by the assurance embodied in this letter, then what 
is the use of such a letter at all, and ouH meeting? 

It seems that he wants to see me and negotiate with me as 
«i3sary or representative of the parties and organisation 
ofthlehhe is the head just at present. That party Is In our 
l^ent enlmical to the Muslim League and Muslim India. We 

to JUdg9d hi ” a? 8 traltor - How can you expect me 

with that 3 i0nB Wlth him 30 long as he remains associated 

n «*t partv? 

Churchill r 0 V )l1 lDlagine Lord Haw Han asl£ln « 

°«ean fri end „ Qn intervio " to negotiato on behalf of hi« 

^••ociate hiD£) J 3 fll>3t tMng » therefore, is that he must 

* p4l>t y whi C b i * h ^ of ^tch he Is the head — 

*"'"**■ 4ft," *° th8 “ Uall "‘ Lea B u ®, h» being . 

W£M,. ' 1143 CC,E ' iUe ' i »«h this condition precedent 
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- 2 - 


■win U||| 


: 


the question .f .ay guarral ». cooaU.r.d b, 

and in that -attar M -uat .bid. by the decision of the «ua U . 

League. 

It is a. at. ..rl«8 that he Is pre.ar.d to glv. »e a latta, 
which .111 nat be released to th, pres, unless he ..he. a 
statenent to the press, thereby necessitating Its release. The 
one and only interpretation that the' public and press .ill put 
on'Hr^.Th.t no are negotiating .1th his. as the head of 
the* Progressive Coalition Part, and as the Chief Minister of 
Bengal aM as a nan, uho, not being content .1th having started 
many hattH as Proja Party, Progressive Muslljs Oroup, Is no. 
threatening us with the establishment of an All-India Progressive 
Muslim League. On .hose behalf will he be negotiating with uat 
« clear Implication is, on behalf of his P yty ^and gTOjp;^^ 
iereas so far as wa are concerned we can only deal withj^th#o 
matter on the footing of his really repenting his attitude, and 
from this point of view we will see whether the decision of 
expulsion taken by the Muslim League and the ban imposed upon 
him should not be reconsidered on his making all neeessary amends, 
in the best interest of Muslims of Bengal and India as a wholi. 

With kind regards ^ 

J/ty* njhc Yours sincerely 

Hassan Ispahani Esq v 

5, Caraac Street, Calcutta. 




Mr. Fazlul Haq continued his vendetta against the Musnifl 
Press. He suspended the newspaper Azad for an indefinite p er, ° 
for printing a letter on the injustice done to Muslims in the matre r o 
APP appointments published some two and one half months earner- 
I wrote to the Qaid on December 17, in this connection: 
did he realise at the time that this injustice would give 
League the sledge hammer to smash his head with. We are ^ 
U P a first class agitation and shall not rest content until he wit 1 
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,a ** 


v,ui, ww vui nanus 


ft te^ tmns homeless, i supc^cu u Bt ne might send a X* 8 ’ 

(ft 1 \ n ijlh° ns p un d for the sufferers. In reply the n 

l^Zs a very great relief indeVd 
>Z' 6 ’ ' 94 rof the 26 th December. I pray to God that 
odJ^your let Z I was very anxious and am anxious even now. [ 
Jgf Vlatura '7 . dfing the receipt of my cheque which 1 sent 

be for ackn0 ]jm League Fund for the relief of the sufferers in 

i^Lris t he MUS ' 



to** TC . 


j^jdfl 3 P' 


yOU lU *» 

; -Jnap ur ' was a g a i n a stir in the parliamentary 

., February- 1 > 9« of the Haq Ministry had become pre- 

,®>j Bengal- were making circuitous approaches to 

circ |eS 01 , he and his men nd but on terms w h lc h would 

carious a" to ret " eve g ition . I conveyed detailed infor- 

*^^League to a subserv*** , 2 as under: 

id** Tint the situation to the V 

...«nn about u _ _ Assemblv 


mation abou ^ meeting of the Assembly 

larp moving once again. , . I am kept advised ot 

■ ,Thi T c elhi^—• “Ur party and the other, 

takes p!ace this ^ ^ taking place f et an d he has also conveyed 

the negotiat t I have read his ,„ith vou yesterday. I feel 

N f "'itecrux of his ielephonic conversatmn JT >J ned game . Our 

,0 > the .f™, d tric ky fox is playing a clever keen r on capturing power 
,te , 1 he | ° .« either over credulous or are 7 * b , broug ht in, baptised 

friends here are f e e why an outsider sho , Theie is no 

of the League^ precept. Nazems 

;itZ V a r iihisiIte^rnnquestionable. He is goo enoug 

the Council of Ministers. 


the Council oi 

he narty to a pact that prevent* 
Further I cannot see how any Leaguer c n ^ or p a Listan. League 

Muslim Leaguers from speaking, writing o g . QCa j p ac t so far as t e 

Ministers may be permitted to enter into a permitted to choke the 

Members of the Cabinet go but they shou rto t ^atsoever. You 

Muslim voice— in no circumstances and under no p ; nc l u ded Shaheed 

wi H remember that the first Fazlul Haq Ministry (' v ^r e defied their 

and others) tried to choke the observance of Pakistan a ;' wa] ^ no S uch 

directions and they had not the guts to do anything. 

re petiti on . 


°f a non-controversial special resolution being m( ^ jT j na llv 

ZtT f, alUn§ UP ° n tHe G ° Vemment ° f Indi Uual tc-e we 
carrot r k ‘ Gandhi * w e have decided to remain neutra , t he 

SHya maG P , P0Se Gandlli ’s release. Now the Congress (A azen1 , the 

*- ei <ler of y e car wassing our support by a short speed Y | ear tliat 

0 , PPOSition - The y say that Nazem may make i ^ 

" §reat kadep fT 6 , 1S beh, § su PP orted because it is not oui f urt her 

aei of the Hindus die as a result of the fast and state 
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. . vis Gandhi and tin- Party and Community he r epves( , ni 
that our position * ^ we CA ,mot accept any terms other than tW 
r,MM.uns unchang* * • | utlQ|W am l decisions of the All-India Muslim l 



remains unchang 
outlined by the many re 


asc 


the draft of the .pcech If and wh«n it is ready. 


I am rnvamilgw I '' , upon it. The draft will have to he placedbtf uri . 

t read tt 1 «»«>'*' tl J, „c shall not allow the League Party dtlw 

the Party. 1 •»“ ■ fire for ,| >c majority nation. More ot it l Mer 

the chestnut ou * .nxider it necessary. 

1 shall telephone you it 1 c»“ ldct 1 

, • • use choes He sees the hangman’s noose over his head. 

Old Haq is quaking in ' ’ , , who cou hl have thought tliat he and 

Things change so suddenly tlusc d y^ ^ ^ ^ pushed out of their 

his eroup lud eve . firml fixed for the duration. Apparently, the 
guddies. ‘ ,K > cUvaminrasad have, bv circumstances, been converted 

Ad Hoc y«T7 h ^ h SSX.we«; had could be as bad as the present 

s^dtT^t'of selfishness, corns,..lack of initiative and..letetrans- 

fer of power to the l.C.S.l 

Aoain 1 wrote hint in this connection on February 15: 

"It was a pleasure to have a few minutes talk with you over the telephone 
last night. 

In the matter of Mr. Gandhi’s fast, 1 took the same view as you have done 

and told the party that oui action would be wantonly 

foreign countries and would react to the determent o our s an • 

Sir Nazimuddin and several others were anxious to play to the g . 
and Mahasabha gallery. They complied with their request lor verbal supp • 

Even at the meeting of the Legislative Party held during the prayer re . 

I opposed the idea of a speech and finding myself alone took the nex P 
A j.e. insistence upon the speech being brief and put down in writing. 

rot like the wording as drafted and declined to be a party to its acceptanc 
Regain, I was however the only one who dissented. My protest was recor 
^jind as a result of it the following words were added:—‘ As the won is a ''^’ 

Mr. Gandhi’s politics and ours widely differ and we do not accept ns" 
etc.’ 1 tried all I could to get them to add to the above the lollowin^-^ 

‘which aims at having an Akhand Hindustan and denies to the Mus inis 
birthright of self determination’. Their answer was that I was stating « 
evident fact and was taking away the grace of a gesture that our association 
the motion was supposed to be. 

I 

For your information, Badruddoja, speaking on behalf of the Piogrc^^,^ 
followed the language ot the League and dissociated his party lr (>n1 
politics.” 

. 2 W* 

Our position in the legislature was steadily imp r °^ y t he 
made a bid to have our candidate elected to the Speakership' 0 f 
Assembly (the Lower House) and missed it by the narrow 1 * 1 ^ in 
twenty three votes in a house of 250. We, however, sUCC< o en t 0* 
getting our candidate Sir Bijoy Prasad Roy elected as P feS 
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. m ,’ s position " as League Party was daily 


The ^ aC l 
U»narr° wc , 
streng*' 

JPH£ , eve-opener. 

>“ th : Sr C vo.edS 'fi^rpro^^nj 

or* totes went helter _, „„ is e be to / 


one votes went helter-s e ^ ^ Al Uh, 

strength to strength. 


igtn iu 

i a first class team— one for all and all for one. 

We are working as a hrst class 

, c pc_~ ;r to sav for the present that Fazlul Haq is 

More developments later. Suffi surelv tightening! 

looking a very worried man-the noose is slowly but surely g S 

Replying on March 17 , i943> t ^ le Q a ^ wrote : Many thanks 

your letters ending with the 1 3 th March and I am > ery gra 
you for keeping me informed as to w hat is happening. Please continue 
to do so ” 



Mr. Fazlul Haq was now in a repentant mood. He wanted 
somehow to get back into the Muslim League but would not do tbe 
dV * n a stra ight-forward manner. He wrote a draft letter 
pressed to Mr. M.A. jinnah. On the basis of the draft a telephonic 
-T l00 ^ place between Mr. Haq and Mr. jinnah and also 
0l * the r \ Cr ^hmad Ispahani and Mr. jinnah. The notes taken 
ccasion are reproduced below: 

' n pjsj an( j tb o " arx ex P r ession of sincere regret for all that has happened 
P r °vin ce whereb^T ° n t0 Sa ^ t ^ at h e will resign the Premiership cf the 
^ the Ass^ M Cntire Pro § ressive Coalition Party and the Progressive 
“ °' vi ng him at n™ l ^^automatically cease to exist. The Mussalmans 
1 i Ut - and to ^r* Wl h> cf course, have the right to enter the Muslim 
e Muslim League Parliamentary Party and the Muslim 
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Lc<m- PuliMnenun Party will elect m leader the present leader b e e 

,0*. He is prepared to ab.de by the decision of , he A >J| 

Muslim League. The letter ends wtth kmd regards, ,our s „“Ml, 

J » 

"The conversation between him and Mr. Jinnah took about ten minu , 
mv brother spoke to Mr. Jinnah for four mmu.es m the same regard. 
essence of the conversation and the demand of Mr. Jmnah may be p ut di 11,6 

as follows:— 


o\v n 


‘Mr Fazlul Haq must resign first; action and not words and assurances. H 
must apologise for his past conduct in writing and withdraw all allegations 
and suits pending. Immediately, the above two stipulations are comply 
vMth .he ban on him will be removed by the President of the All-India Musli m 
L ’ Then Mr. Fazlul Haq will be eligible for membership to the Musli m 
League and will, as a logical consequence, be admitted to the Musli m 
League Legislature Party. Of course, those Mussalmans who now f 0 H ow 
Mr^Fazlul Haq will also have the right to join the Muslim League and to enter 
the'Parliament*!)' Party. The members of the Parliamentary Party will then 
meet and decide as to who shall be their leader, subject to the approval of 
Mr. Jinnah. In other words, the person elected as Leader of the Party i n 
the Legislature, must have the approval of Mr. Jinnah it he has to lead the 
Party in the Legislature’. 



“In confidence, I was told by him that he cannot, in any circumstances, 
barter away the position, prestige and honour of the Muslim League and 
that we in Bengal had not suffered one iota by the Haq-Shyamaprasad Ministry 
and that if more sufferings were in store for us it would harden and galvanize 
us into a disciplined political organisation in the province. He also said 
that he could not possibly have Mr. Fazlul Haq as leader of the Muslim 
League in the Legislature—in other words, as Muslim League Premier—as 
thi/would mean the sacrifice of strong principles and lowering cf the prestige 
of the organisation in the eyes of the Muslims and non-Muslims in the province, 
in the country and abroad. 

“P.S. The proposal was that if Mr. Jinnah accepted the letter as satisfactory, 
then the letter would be handed over to Mr. Ispahani for safe custody 
and Mr. Jinnah would issue a statement from Delhi lifting the ban 
and Mi. Fazlul Haq would simultanelusly resign his Premiership. 
If this proposal was not acceptable, any reasonable modification, such 
as resignation first and lifting of the ban immediately afterwards, 
would be accepted by Mr. Fazlul Haq. 


‘‘The persons present when the conversation took place were Mr. Manzur 
Murshed, Mr. A. R. Siddiqi, Khan Bahadur Mohamed Ali, my brother 
and I.” 

the 

Frantic efforts to pave the way for Mr. Haq’s re-entry i nt0 
Muslim League continued. I talked'to the Qaid on the telephone 
March 18, and wrote to him two days later, as follows: 

Some of us had met at Nazem s place this morning to discuss our 
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I * * 


Ww Mahboob Morshed* came and 

.. w hcn bis pet nepbe , ^ Faz lul Haq back in the 

• 0 gisl‘ ,tll ^ x ,|. s tirring a PP ca -^g dearly told him that any 

from ^sgracc^ We ^ . fhc electe d 


« „ fr T dlSg r r ts C surance S that even if he is elected 

' **'!?»«•■ h ' n .'. of JeadcwKip. or ^ w ould confirm such 


; e could assure hjm «« ^ unde and to ask 

“ d ?£ gi««- U* ha j throw himself at the feet of the 
|>* Ul<l not ^juionally and/o't ^ ^ ^ actlon on his 

J*bear whatever punts ^ him to respond to his 

m ' .icu* am . e sec how far he _ ___^ u f^ iir st and. It is consis- 


le *® 16 


„,vi nV '°* ; n I am m fciv’-r - * 

< < position that one can — " '— taed . 

^ -1(1 *• % P dil Organisatton are to 


live. 


Let us see how <£ he >s a * ^ , t is consi,- 

- take if dircipUne. W and 


it'd ‘““Jin All 


r - u tlut by telephoning and 

**?*&•& srt- 

P r °. mP , .„L a, all cost.” 


Zffl&nSZZw at a " cost -' 

1 ^ ^ - - - — “ Mmh 


»n 


■ p . 1 p f/ a, of the 2 oth March and I am very much relieved 

'‘lam in receipt of your e are in complete accord with 

,‘note that X-* Warding Mr. Fazlul Haq. We have not 

the stand that I * P T j> ere are some people who are talking 

ve* gone ^J^ ificancc of the move on the part of our opponents 
*itliout realising g wi H no t only destroy the discipline, prestige 

■} if >' 0U "ue All-IndUorganisation but your party will stand discredited 

-n in the county, and the world abroad. 


Wr have not really suffered yet, nor have we made any sacrifices, and we 
cannot barter away the name and prestige of the Muslim India by entering into 
any compromise which amounts to surrender directly or indirectly. 


On March 23, the Haq Ministry narrowly escaped defeat by a 
margin of one vote in the Council. The next day it was challenged in 
&e Assembly. We mustered eighty six votes in the open voting, the 
Ministry surviving by thirty six votes only. In the bye-election to six 
wats in the Council we won cent per cent. This was a great boost to 
P> niorale of the Muslim Leaguers and a shattering blow to Mr. Haq 
■P s men. I wrote to the Qaid on March 26, as under: 


* *TI\ 

ranks. Four S Musi de ™ ora ^ sat ‘ on is showing itself clearly in Fazlul Haq 


h y e issued a siai cr °ss the floor this afternoon. Three of these 

toninki : a Anient ”* 


We ai e expecting another two to come over by 


[Might. Inshallal ent ' We are ex pectin 

| ttin g opposite us* ^\ av * n g the majority of the Muslim M.L. A.’s 


soon he healed. We shall have on our side the 


*X b °;; b Monhed at 

*<:: Bri ^h re Ct n L C kl: ie L iustice > ** 


retreat from ^ US ^ C ?’ ^ ast Pakistan. 

rante * n May, 1940 when France surrendered to 
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i, ovv Mahboob MorsKed * came and 
vho« Ids r‘ M ,V m P J U( ;, vl<( , Mr. I'azlul Haq back in the 


#l** u y i .1 vi irriiill appeal to ,i. ,,.jy told him that any 

even if he is elected 
,uld confirm such 
uncle and to ask 

W - It 

iarl*" 1 " i‘ | u -jr wK.'H-vcr I>u« ls 11 ^ ( | llm to respond to his 

C W? “ d L e. us sec how fur he >U 8 stmd _ lt i8 consis- 

.-te It discipline, integrity and 
* -l^rorganisstion .ire to be maintained. 


. UI , you that by ,e.erho»i»g ^ P-;y—proposal 

u " Mr - FM,ul H " 

net ”® 7of the Muslim League at all cost. 

— foii ° ws: 


trig® 


. i • r, and nlacine certain matters before 
, tlv»t by telephoning . I ^ acccpt the proposal, 


I • F letter of the 2oth March and I am very much rel,ev ^ 

••lam in receipt of ) r o ^ are i n complete accord with 

*? ’Til “L Taken up regarding Mr. Fazlul Hat,. We have not 
Jre Stand that a ' k „ P T f lere ar e some people who are talking 

vet gone tkrou § h si{ y n jfi C ance of the move on the part of our opponents 
without reading ^ t> wi n not only destroy the discipline, prestige 

aid dyoii a m ^ organisation but your party will stand discredited 
Iking man in the country, and the world abroad. 


We have not really suffered yet, nor have we made any sacrifices, and we 
cannot barter away the name and prestige of the Muslim India by entering into 
any compromise which amounts to surrender directly or indirectly. 


tie 
and hi: 


-• T I V 1HUJLV1 VU Vir 1 IWJ UI/X T V WVO JL *■ * V/ 

strv surviving by thirty six votes only. In the bye-election to six 
^in the Council we won cent per cent. This was a great boost to 
morale of the Muslim Leaguers and a shattering blow to Mr. Haq 
rcien. I wrote to the Qaid on March 26, as under: 


tanks. p ou Jj ^ a nd demoralisation is showing itself clearly in Fazlul Haq’s 
h v « issued a stat ^ W * d cross l h e floor this afternoon. Three of these 
tonight. Iushajj^ eat ‘ are expecting another two to come over by 

tlA S opposite us’ °:r u * d ? f ,Uvin g the majority of the Muslim M.L.A.’s 
soon be healed. We shall have on our side the 


sitti 

"Mahb, 



at „ 

‘ dir; 




frorn l F. IUStiCe> East Pakistan > 

Unce in May, 1940 when France surrendered to 
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m4 |^v ilv of the Muslims in the Assembly. We have borne the na i 1 

Alu l humiliation w ith tort itucle lor sixteen months. Fazlul Han ]o ok *’ 
wt‘ mtverv. Oo not be surprised if the Ministry falls sooner than am" • 

If and xvKen it does fall, you must leave for Calcutta without delay 
the time for you to be here and to lay down the law. The foundation ^ is 
bo clean and strong; otherwise, the house will not stand long. Yo , 
nou v V t control over Bengal which you could not claim before the fall f fu® 
‘league Ministry’ in December . 94 '- This control must be mainta > 
at all cost.” 

The Qaid-e-Azam was naturally pleased with the develop^ 
and he wrote to me on March 29: 

“You will find that the policy we have adopted is bound to triumph in the 
lonu run. We have to go through the fire and suffer a bit. You will come 
into to your own not by the back door but with honour and fully vindicating 
the prestige of the League. 

"\ am glad that you are all working as a team and that is the only way to a quick 
success/* 

The day of reckoning arrived at last. On March 29, the Haq 
Ministry resigned. I wired to the Qaid: 

“Fazlul Haq Cabinet resigned. Assembly adjourned for a fortnight. 
Personal opinion you should come here immediately/* 


The Caste Hindu clique led by Shyama Prasad Mukerjee was 
^^_ng desperate efforts to keep all Hindu parties and, if possible, 
individuals away from co-operating with the Muslim League in the 
formation of a Ministry. While we were trying to secure co-operation 
from non-Muslim groups we had definitely made up our minds not to 
yield to threats but to face every situation that might be created ) 
Hindu intransigence. The strength of the Muslim League Party and its 

_ . 11* , i 1 _> /-i/i 


supporters had risen to 104 and the moment its leader was commis 

7th 


sioned to form the Ministry it was certain to claim a strength 0 
i2$ members. The leader of the Opposition Sir Nazimuddin shou^ 
have been commissioned straightaway to form the Cabinet hut ^ 
Governor only asked him to investigate and report on the chances ^ 
the formation of a broad-based Ministry in the province. I wr ° 
the Qaid that this was a novel procedure and expressed app re h en 
that Delhi was putting pressure on the Governor. Qaid-e-Azam 
reply dated April 3, stated categorically: “Sir Nazimuddin an 
Muslim League Party should not accept any other position or ' • 

any trap but insist on the first condition that Sir Nazimuddin^ 
leader of the Muslim League Party, should be called to 


form 

that 


th e 

the 

the 


V ^ 1 kj y OlIUlUU, t/C/ f’l'lTt t l 

Ministry and not accept what I have read in the newspapers 
Governor has requested him to explore the situation as a rep 1 
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r V vas able to inform the Qaid that negotiations 
--— satisfactorily, the Bose group was 




rvi 


i 


aL' Apr» 8 , progressing satisfactorily, the Bose group was 
I °, e H^ aS Z vv jth the Muslim League, the Krishak Proja were 
w join l’ an d tJie strength of the Muslim League Party alone 

five ' 

od But the papers were again full of reports concern- 
So ^ T ’ S on°the part of the Muslim League Parliamentary Party 
‘‘effort 00 Znd report on the chances of forming of a broad¬ 
er t0 in ^nf e nt in the Province.” Sir Nazimuddin went to see 
based G° vel j ^ u kerjee and Kiran Shanker Roy. This role appeared 
Shy 401 ' 1 f to the dignity of the League. It was criticised in an 


Prasad iviuKci-- j rr — 

Shy*" 1 ® at01 y to the dignity of the League. It was criticised in an 
to US ' fin the Star of India of April io. I received a letter from Sir 
e ^ r0,W J;n complaining against the editorial to which I replied as 


i 




; * • ddin complaining against the editorial to which I replied as 
n ^ “The policy of the Star is wedded neither to the Parliamen- 
■ ^ Party nor to the Provincial Muslim League. It has been consistently 
loyal t0 f h e p ro g rammc dnd P oIic y op t ^ le All-India Muslim League. 

I ani absolutely certain that it could not have been the intention of 
the writer to wound your feelings for you are respected even by those 
who do not see eye to eye with you on occasions. ’ ’ Sir Nazimuddin again 
wrote to me on the subject. In my reply dated April 11, I stated : “ A 
newspaper if it is to command respect even in our own inner circle 
must retain its independence and must reserve to itself the right to 
\ pull up anv individual leader or group of persons if they glaringly do 
' something that is likely to injure the prestige or to go contrary to the 
principle and po icy of the All-India organisation 8 . . I however 
*ee that there should be the largest measure of co-operation between 

““ “? «* -J Muslim new" 

speciJIj-, if si. Provincial ^aru,' ,|’Vf''' al "t a hundred per 
h within the strict bounds of the All ^ a ^ I . lamentar y organisations 

r correspondence o l^'^A ^ 1 f™ded 


corres P on dence to the Qaid -e-Tzam. 

\ reP ‘ y dated A P ril 9 , the Qaid wrote to me: 

I thanks for 

^ ^cd th^th^autt^ ^ rCCeived a ^iled 

C >it you k him on the th P m f the wh ole position for me. 

CJ‘ e and Policv^fT f ° rmu,a whida will I a hope 7 OU P eo P le W >11 not 
yourself t le Pea gue as a n • c a S ainst the fundamental 
; oc^ War e ^ y ^ n nula^eg a rdin P, ^ e ° r . ministr y; specially do not 

^ wha i : e a P ° Slti ? n “ f Muslin, League 


KS f,1 S'WlejfcR , > beyond ^r 6 ““ f° sit,0 n of the Muslin, 

W ! ngfor your ^° mi nant nosi| UaS • efi t Aed wpea the Leag 

: ^ a cop/fc-fHe previous ministry 8 , am 

'• 'be reply that I sent to Mr. Suhrawardy 


to 1 

;ue was 
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“As to my coming to Bengal, if you all really think that I can be F 
I shall have no hesitation in coming. But in the first instance, Sir^N* ^ Use . 
must he commissioned to iorm the Ministry. az ' lTlll( ldiu 

“Thank you for all the information. ^Please do keep me i n touch >> 

At long last Sir Nazimuddin was commissioned to f 0 
Ministry on April 13. But the way the leaders of the Party seub^ 
constructing the Ministry caused grave apprehension in the min<h° Ut 
the Muslim Leaguers whose object was not merely to see a Min' S 
formed but to get the Muslim League strengthened and placed vtP 
clean and strong foundation. I accordingly wrote to the Qaid-e Az * 
on April 15: m 

“Dirty work seems to have begun even before the assumption of power. God 
alone knows what is in store for us when our friends constitute the Ministry 
aud run the administration of the province. Of one thing I am certain, and 
as certain as I am living today, that is we shall do everything in our 
power to smash cotrie rule, to smash intrigues and to do away with 
all the shortcomings and defects that cumulatively were responsible 
for the fall of the last Ministry and the landslide that our Muslim League Parlia¬ 
mentary ranks witnessed at the end of 1941. If the Cabinet is formed on 
the basis of a clique rule and on the evil principle that o~!ce a Minister, 
always a Minister and if the Cabinet does not contain younger, healthier and 
cleaner blood I tell you, Sir, that it will fall within six months. It will be 
^ fatal to allow it to exist. Houses will have to be broken and rebuilt until 
a smart and sanitary structure is finally put up. It is on these grounds and it 
is for this reason that I have been repeatedly advocating the necessity for 
your being on the spot and taking an active interest in the parliamentary 
affairs of the province on the eve of the announcement of the personnel ot 
the Ministry. I feel that the same old gang minus Fazlul Haq will come in and 
the same old gang will rule in the same old way. . .. 

“The Parliamentary Party meets on Sunday and possibly it is there that the 
personnel of the Ministry will be discussed and I fear trouble either on 
that day or not very many days after the Ministry assumes charge. 1 hope 
you have made it clear to Nazimuddin that before he finally submits the 
names of his colleagues to the Governor he should advise you who they are. 
Neither Nazimuddin, nor Shaheed nor Shahabuddin will welcome your 
presence here, because it will not suit them. They will not have a free 
hand that they are planning to have..., I consider it my bounden, and 
almost sacred, duty to place before you facts, without any prejudice or 
colouring, as I see them here so that you may act as you think best for the 
good of the Muslims of this province.” 

The Qaid’s letter dated April i£ which crossed mine 
“In the present circumstances I will prefer that Sir Nazimuddin al1 ^ 
you people there should settle the personnel of the Ministry and I 
you will do it in a manner which will be most creditable t° 
Party, the Bengal Muslims and Muslim India as a whole. But u tn 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE 

° M t Iie An 

J difficulty or there i s , lnv , . ’"'"''a To TMe 

, reference to me. 1 there&lTth •>=" ask s 565 

not is l( rc '' v necessary, With" ^ ,hat 1 should’* 1 "’''' 3 ' 1 '" t 

the F^graph that a pp 'gate to d not go (o * 

. when you are all m Delhi; b,,n eS, ”'»/ W n,to *'n, U,t * 

,.pinion Will not in any way come h °Pe that <bs c " K 

P m as y„u all have done so far and with1 Fur ^*5**. “ ( 
>re witnessing yourself. Such s p le n(Ji(1 ^“"nng 


to 


of 
as a 
as you 


After the formation of the Ministry by S' 
were animated scenes in the Assembly. The op POS i£ imu<idi " ‘W 
we were stronger. The Food debate t„„i. Pl ., ' on was strrm „ 


Pl t vve were strongei. The Food debate took ^ Uir'' ''"i* ’ vas str °ng 
speakers participating. The voting showed our strength Th With fift y 
Government was supported by 134 members (seventy V r° aliti °n 
*f> Caste Hindus, twenty one Scheduled Caste, twenty V< th r e e U p imS ' 
peans, three Anglo-Indians, one Indian Christian, one Hillman) EUr °' 

Realising the seriousness of the food situation in Bengal I 
,0 the Qaid: “The Muslim League is jubilant, but joy without'Zrk 
will not do. The province is passing through a food crisis and every 
effort is being made by all who hold the League cause dear, to do every- 
thing possible to alleviate the distress and to improve the situation 
Improvement will be blessed not only by the Mussalmans but eauallv 
by the Hindus.” 


On August 28, 1543, I received from the Qaid-e-Azam a cheque 
lor Rs. j,ooo I- donated by Botawala Charities to be utilised for the 
purpose of giving relief to Muslim sufferers in Bengal. I deposited the 

hX the aCC ° Unt ° r the Muslim Chamber of Commerce Relief 


"“mounted aoainJ'rh^M'^°P a S an< ^ a offensive based on falsehoods 

*»■ I wrote ‘to the n e j M ’ nlS , try hy % ama Pr asad Mukerjee and his 
the Qaid on this subject on September 8 , as follows: 

ari j 

WhenShy ama p ' 10t i Sct , ni 10 come widlin t ^ e programme of the 
Muslins Le Mus,im League workers' ^ extr adited, imprisoned and 

W f 0 ' 1§Ue P a pm weresusnr 1 T S , U ^ entS on ^ flimsiest grounds, 

> £r 311 this nt 5(1 °V he-n -» est pretext. Our Johnnies 
! S ^off' 3sc ^onof the p^ n ai \ d prosecution and hesitate to take 

\\l lc:tir ig as p|f ^ e ^ re of comnuin T' 11 ^y ama Prasad for the very serious 
tfc. f ° r -S truth in lies and 

Le a g Ue , rai< l they W jH s ., ^ ‘ ,nce - O ur Johnnies have not 

^ PNitt*** 0 SUffere d a serious sett 1 '? ^ P ° WCr haS § one and 
meet and f or , d)ac h. It is necessary for the 
)°u to put matters right in Bengal 
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QMD-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


Y,>« went to the aid of all provinces, the latest 
before conditions worsen. come here also and set our house i n 

being Si nd; it is for y<>“. S,r ’ 
order. 


1 rl »r,,.f work in Bengal and in this connection 

We concentrated on rebel ™ ^ 

I reported to the Qa.d on September 

• r otinn regarding the Muslim Chamber’s Relief 
“I feel 1 owe you some mlorm | |dl ^ ( ^ glad tQ advige you that 

Fund. The work is progressing I b J ween thirty four to thirty six free 

within the next eight days we s w h Bcnga i. We have decided not 

kitchens throughout the length 1Unitg o[ Calcutta. We hope ‘o 

to open any more kitchens m ^ soas> once daily. The task 

be in a position to feed 20,000 4 . j am g l ac l to say that money 

undertaken is gigantic and requires »rg ^ * cs as far as Kohat. Muslim 

is coming in daily from all over n< . < takc over Muslim orphans. 

Orphanages outside Bengal have vo un Azamgarh has already sent in 

School boys arc collecting fund* and one school *■«* ’ 

four instalments of fifty rupees each. Thts » mag 


•, am countering Mukerjee*. move lor ~ 

sharply and promptly by ”^'"1 To reccive ho^e, feed and Educate 
and the Muslim Orphanage o ac. conditions that are 

children rendered homeless and parentless owing to the conditions 

sweeping over our unfortunate province today. 




“I have made adequate financial arrangements for the maintenance of these 
children °in the orphanages mentioned above. 1 expect our cash funds 
to reach two lacs of rupees mark within the next few days. 


“I have asked the Punjab and Sind to send us their he>p in food grains, 
particularly rice instead ol cash. I have asked Sir Azizul Haque who 
receiving nearly Rs. 40,000/-, to send down, as arrangec wit im a 
rice purchased in the Punjab as cheaply as possible, for account of the Mu 
Chamber of Commerce.” 


“We are giving free food and Iree milk to babies irrespective of religion 


or 


caste. 


“We aic grateful to you for your blessings and for the trouble you are taking 
in forwarding cheques and monies received by you lor Bengal. 

it 

Attempts to dislodge the Nazimuddin Ministry continued v ^ 
warded off the attacks. I reported to the Qaid on March io> 194 *’ 
follows: 


“The kite-flying and propaganda in the non-Muslim press and on the p 
in regard to the dwindling majority of the present Ministry has all en ‘ jdon 
smoke. The last division has taken the wind out of the sails of the Opp 0 ^^ 


aiuoKc. 1 ne last division nas taxen me winci out 01 tne sans ui ~rr jj en 
Both Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee and Fazlul Haq looked very crest 
on that day. The Government has a very safe majority and unless > f 
something seriously wrong or completely closes its eyes to the machina 
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it i 0 n. without taking necessaiy counter 

OpP. 


5 ** 


us to 


worrv. 


StC P S * 1 fed lK 



Irion became a little difficult a week later but r inv 
Tj^afhed. On March .8, I informed the Qaid as fl^ZT 


OYV'S 


TO things began to look troublesome in the Assembly b ( 
l ' • «, Co. vvith Mahasabha money bags were very active. 


, „ 0 , , - r -very 

The House adjourned at 9.30 p.m. and the vote 

Some 


jndevvW mend**.' 

gooo sho'V ' 3 ^ r nl ^ overnm ent against ninety five for Opposition, 
showed » 1 3 ^ ret urned to Calcutta and others are lying ill in Calcutta, 
member* w ve T1 _ necessity for bringing them to the Assembly 

J have had two very exciting days.” 


, this time the Qaid-e-Azam was busy tackling the situation 
Punja b created by the double-faced policy of the Unionists led 

nJ. T _^ -Yirl An Anrll t 1 • 


WMalikKhizr Hayat Tiwana. 1 wrote to the Qaid on April 1 2: 


•‘1 am indeed very happy to note the developments in the Punjab. 
Chhoturam, Manoharlal and Baldeo Singh have too much influence on Tiwana 
and it seems to me that he too will take the line of least resistance as did A.K. 
Fazlul Haq and betray the League in order to keep himself in office. Oui 
stand in that case is patent. We shall have to do in the Punjab what we did 
in Bengal and, with a band of sincere and active young men at the disposal 
of the League in the Punjab, 1 think that quicker and earlier results can be 
achieved in that province than we were able to in ours. Whether the 
League continues to be the Government or goes into opposition, matters 
little. We cannot continue to have our Friends playing a double game all 
tta time. They must make their choice/* 


Qaid^ ter ^ rea ^ own °l the talks with Khizr Hayat Khan, the 
Sidko/^^ Pun l ab Provincial Muslim League Conference at 
Walter ^° m tbere be proceeded to Kashmir for a holiday—the 
toe°n m/' C n \? arS strenuous work. From Srinagar he wrote to 

Wmade n°’ : / itb re g ard to the Punjab, I think the situation has 
I l ° Us to org/ e C f 3r and tbe l ssu ^ has been crystallised. It is now up 
^Nijab’y 1Se t " orou ghly and most efficiently the Muslim League 


Aft, 


er 


the p. 


^Us^/J Muslim l/ ' ^ lere vvere reports of trouble between two 
Nvw.: .'^yatullaV, ^ Ue *' s ' n Sind headed by the Premier Sir Ghulam 
/ Us litn Leam ^ r * Syed, President ol the Sind 

Muslin-! S rou P was manoeuvring to get die 


%,ng a motion ” 1 r ea§Ue P olitics - G - M * Syed was reported 
° no-confidence against the Hidayatullah 
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Ministry. Qaid-e-Azam sent for both Hidayatullah and G.M. Syed Jnl 
after prolonged discussions with them, issued a statement on |a nira ‘' 

7 , 194J in which he clarified the position as under: W 

* , r 

, As regards the Muslim League Party in the Sind Assembly I 
Sir Ghulam Husain is the leader and so long 4S he enjoys the confidence 
of the Party, he can, and it is his responsibility to choose his Musli m 
colleagues in the Ministry in such a manner as he may think proper 
and this position of Sir Ghulam Husain was recognised by all who we re 
present at the Delhi meeting. 

2 That the Muslim League Party cannot entei into any coalition 
with any group in the Assembly unless the terms and conditions of 
such a proposed coalition are approved of by the Central Parliamentary 

Board. 


When the dispute between Hidayatullah and G.M. Syed could 
not be resolved and its continuance became detrimental to the overall 
interests of Muslim India, Mr. Jinnah sent for Syed at Bombay and, 
after a three-day talk with him, issued an appeal to both parties for 
compromise and greater co-operation in the Provincial Muslim 
League. But the squabble continued. Charges and counter-charges 
k were flung with great abandon. On February 24, 1 945 , the Hidayatullah 

Ministry was defeated by 25 votes against 19 on an item of the budget 
■ because Syed’s group in the Muslim League Party voted against the 
Ministry. There was fight still left in the Chief Minister. Having been 
allowed time by the Governor to re-group his forces, Hidayatullah 
went ahead in his search for fresh support. He picked Haji Moula Bux 
(a non-Leaguer) as an additional Minister because this brought him 
much-needed support, although it came from the so-called ’Nationa “ 
Muslims’. This step clearly was a contravention of one ol the tun 
mental principles of Muslim League policy. When 1 heard oi the^ 
developments I wrote to the Qaid-e-Azam on Februaiy 27, t 945 ' 
under: 


“Sind has turned out to be a festering sore of the Muslim Lcague^^_^ 
antics, the abuses, the statements and counter-statements and tie wa 
of dirty linen in public, I am sure, have disgusted every ^ USS .ii”!^ s ider 
Today’s newspapers, however, carry news which every Leaguer wi ^ 

to be absolutely the limit. Sir Ghulani Husain in his anxiety 
or to keep his Ministry in office, has overstepped the mark. He l ^ e j axa ble 
one of the fundamentals of our creed—he has broken one of olu 
laws—namely that of coalescing with another non-League Mus > n1 ^ipistr)' 

and party—to get the majority necessary for keeping 
in office.’’ 
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M u 


To 


AGUE FROM the armchair to the masses 

_sliM lE 

d-e-Azam the programme and policy of the Muslim 

the Q aU • ,, nf) rtant than the continuance of a Ministry. He 
. ,nr>re imp'-'* _ ^ . ... r ^ 1 


l u nTC 111 * J 

I c ^ re J c t- of the Ministry and imposition of Governor’s 

i. ~Jpr deteat _ „ , 


■SaW* 


r- "id prc»** . to the sacrifice of the principles of the Muslim 

' V |eOD (ler SeCt '°He was unhappy about the whole episode. Hidaya- 
™ «nlicv- sharp reprimand from the Qaid who sent the 


„ policy 

i^’ s ^‘elegranTto him' on March a: 
fullowing 6 


ud March. Serious mistake having included Moula Bux 
"Your tele f an1 ^^hout his joining League, impossible accept this position 
in League Minis y ^ this violation breaking our fundamental principle 

stop. 0nly i C . C knoWn to you that Moula Bux must join League immediately 
which so wei ^ stop Lea?ue honour and principles cannot be bartered 
or else he must s .' hree any OI |ier consequences am most reluctant 
aW ay because 1 powers hoping you will loyally stand by me as 

^‘have sUfar clone and^carry out my advice immediately. Wire reply.” 


you 


The above-quoted telegram was followed by a letter to Hidaya- 
C Hah the same day to ensure that the message was correctly received. 


If Hidayatullah’s action was wrong, Syed’s antics in getting the 
Ministry of his own party defeated was equally condemnable. In reply 
to Syed’s telegram of February 27, seeking advice and instructions, 
the Qaid telegraphed him on February 28: 


“Your telegrams of the 24th and 27th Regret to say that on your own 
admission, you have adopted unconstitutional methods have lent yourse 11 to un¬ 
worthy intrigues, playing into the hands of enemies, have let clown you. 
leader and party to which you belonged, thereby you have already damaged 
our cause and the prestige of the Muslim League, you have precipitated a 
crisis have broken party discipline, caused a split, shaken the solidarity of 
Sind Muslims notwithstanding your assurance to me at the conclusion ol 
our Bombay talks and against my advice. You have ignored the committee of 
action the Central Parliamentary Board, the League machinery, the constitu¬ 
tion, the rules and regulations, through and by means of which you could have 
secured full redress of any just grievance, hut, instead, you have wrongly 
of 5 °h te ^ *° nict ^°^ s "'fitch are calculated to undermine the basic structure 
tle fi°ague organization, its aims and objects. This course of action on 
-P- * s highly improper, detrimental to Muslim interests and to the 
f 01 fi ea S u e, ’t is futile to give advice and instructions any more.” 


m 1 eantlme > Hidayatullah had committed himself in 
prn\it th c ° U a ^ UX and assui *ed him that even if Mr. Jinnah did not 
r^yhim°V ti0n a non_ Muslim League Muslim, he would 
° n ^\\ blast 1 ° n tlie coa htion. But when the heat was turned 

i^ons they hi Hida y atullah a nd G.M. Syed receded from the 
*^ban, q c ( taken up. Jn a telegraphic reply to Nawabzada Liaqat 

a Secrc tary of the All-India Muslim League, Syed said : 
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“Your telegram shall carry out loyally your direction stop ha ve • 
assured Sir^Ghulam Husain complete support.” On his par t, Hi > e 
tullah removed Moula Bux from his Cabinet. Hus give-in by 
sides restored peace in the Sind Muslim League for the ti me b ei ^ h 

Then, as it usually happens at the time of distribution of J oave 
and fishes, on the question ol nomination of Muslim League candidates 
for the General Elections which were to be held on January 21, 
the Ministerial group and Syed’s group fell out and the Provincial 
Parliamentary Board failed to perform its task. The Central Parliamen¬ 
tary Board stepped in and proceeded to select League candidates f or 
contesting elections to the Sind Assembly. Syed and his group, though 
the\ were still in the Muslim League did not abide by the Central 
Parliamentary Board’s decisions and put up their own candidates, thus 
committing a flagrant breach of discipline, for which they were expelled 
from the organisation by the Committee of Action presided over by 
Nawab Mohammed Ismail Khan. Eventually, the Muslim League won 
28 seats and other Muslims 7 seats. 


Hidayatullah, as leader of the Muslim League Party in the newly 
elected Assembly, formed the Ministry. It had an overall majority of 
onlv one vote. Syed, with his three followers, in collaboration with 
^ Hindu members'of the Assembly, worked ceaselessly to undermine 
Ji^be position of the Ministry. One Muslim League member having 
lefected, both sides—the Ministerial Party and the Opposition— 
became equal in strength. Parliamentary Government having been 
^rendered impossible, the Governor dissolved the Assembly and 
Appointed a care-taker Government headed by Hidayatullah to carry 
on until fresh general elections which were ordered to beheld in 
December 1946. These elections resulted in cent per cent victory or 
the Muslim League in the thirty five Muslim constituencies. It enabled 
the League to form a stable Ministry with Hidayatullah as the Chie 
Minister.* Thus by his firm stand on principle, the Qaid once again 
saved the honour and maintained the prestige of the Muslim Leagueat 
a critical stage which among other factors, paved the way for 1 
emergence of Pakistan. 

Qaid-e-Azam was taken ill in March, 194^, and the an ^ u ^ 
session of the League scheduled to be held during that m °p| ease 
Lahore had to be postponed. I wrote to him on March 12,: 
do not worry about the affairs of Sind, UP or anywhere else. 


( 11 *-* 

*The Qaid-e-Azam who was in England at the time was naturally delighted to rece 
news by cable (details elsewhere in the book). 
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*»«5r5S 

sV “P of 



con'fj , and may you be fit and ^ fit " 

for very many years more.’’ niv 'U«et^ 

N,llS raids the affairs in Bengal, 1 reported to the o ■, 

Assembly ' 1€re • S , Sitting " '' a >' to '% a?d ai so° n , Ma ^ 
T „ | ia ve not met with any success in challennino 2 Ur ’ tV >e 

0PP° Government- As is their established practice, they^reate^ef 
of< heG p dr eadful language and level the vilest and most irrespoS 


?.S 


c p areadtui --- most irresponsive 

dost the Government, ^ protecting themselves with th e 

e in 


drea( 

u< “ v ' p(; ae ainSt -. .1 ',*1 .’V—“" iVCS w ‘th 

cbar f f parliamentary privilege. 1 do not think any legislature 

Si has sunk half as low as ours.” 

hour after this letter was written, there was a snap division 

10 a,Wv which took the Government benches unawares with 
in the Assemu y ^ _ t _:„ o4 . ip Cl , nnnrt . ar . c „c r>_ 


^ Mhat the vote went against them. If supporters of Govern- 
the TAeen present in full strength, the Opposition would certainly 
111601 been defeated. I reported the situation to the Qaid on April 24, 


have been 

as follows: 


... have committed many mistakes of judgment m my life but the b.gges, 

, „f' of all „ as drat contained in my letter written to you on March y, an 
J lund , r rp the unexpected snap division was called in the Legislative 
Assembly The fact is that 1 was lulled into a position of absolute security ty 
Tins tha, I received from the Whips and 

Pam from time to time. The Party were caught napping. They were 
diddled very cleverly by the Opposition. The Government expect^ 
as usual, a very strong opposition to the Demand or ivi U PP rU 

die Home and Police Demand. They decided to muster their full streng* 
when Government least suspected the attack, name y, at c agen 
Budget Session and they selected Agriculture, a Demand to >\ uc ove 
did not expect any opposition from any quarter. T e opposit 
calculated that in view of the approaching Easter Holi ays some . • > 

particularly the Europeans, would go away a couple of days ie ore tv » 
Holidays commenced to enjoy a slightly longer holiday. Some o our 0 , 

Muslim members went away. The stage was in the meantime, prepare 
rea( ly. Money had passed from the Marwaries to certain puic asea 
Commodities through the medium of the leaders of the opposition group • 
C at 2 30 in l ^ e a f ternoon ^h® sna P division t a t °yf™ ^ Q f 

D P s and Ministers realised that eighteen persons headed by the N 
a nomi' Vere ^° ln ^ to h etr ay the Government Party. Of course, t e P ’ 
He 1 ? of 1the Opposition, as usual, did his worst against the Mushm U*g • 
foe power of theCovemor and actually 
inanity becn L '^partial and given Government^ stiength 

Vv 'iHin an V irr ^ on debate until it could marshal chowr a 

'leha, f 0Ur or so, I am sure the division figures would not a ru [ eS 


lU :lcat for the r* ' --- - uw u,viaiu “ - c^^tinn ot rules 

P r ovi nce anf i° I Ve J 7l , ment on that very day. However, ^ e \ c l for 

° me more . l sha11 be surprised in the least if it holds the hel 
months ” 


months 
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We did not accept the snap division as an expression of 
confidence and demanded that we be given an opportunity to de * 0 ' 
trate our majority. The Governor did not concede our demand an 1 
took over the government under Section 93 . 

Replying on May 6, the Qaid wrote: 

“As regards the Bengal situation and your summary of the Assembly and 
the Ministry, I have noted all that you have to say. Corruption is a c urse in 
India and amongst Muslims especially the so-called educated anchntelliaemsia. 
Unfortunately, it is this class that is selfish and morally and intellectually 
corrupt. No doubt, this disease is common, but amongst this particular 
class of Muslims, it is rampant. All this is due to the demoralised an d 
degenerated state to which we are reduced and for want of character. 
However, it is a phase that we have to face and make every effort to eradicate 
it and purify our society.... 

“As regards myself, I am glad to tell you that I am almost alright and 1 shall 
be quite well very soon. But this breakdown has left me \%eak and therefore, 

1 shall have to continue to have complete rest for some time to come. It does 
not mean that in case of emergency I shall not be ready to do my little bit. 
Please do keep me informed about the important developments that may 
take place in Bengal.’’ 

As the General Elections approached, the Provincial Muslim 
Leagues took steps to constitute the Provincial Parliamentary Boards 
which were charged with the task of issuing tickets to candidates for 
contesting elections. The unity which characterised the ranks of the 
Muslim League in Bengal began to show signs of cracking and there 
was jockeying for seats on the Parliamentary Board. I sent a detailed 
report to the Qaid on October 1, which stated inter aha : 

“I was appointed Treasurer of the Election Fund by the Working Committee 
and this appointment was published in the Press five weeks ago. A few days 
later, by another decision of the Working Committee which was released to 
the Press, Sir Nazimuddin was elected President cum Treasurer! At the 
first meeting ol the Fund Committee, 1 told Sir Nazimuddin that l could 
not understand the sudden change in the Treasurcrship and most of the 
merchant members of the Committee present insisted that I alone should be 
Treasurer. A meeting of the Working Committee was called a couple of 
days after and I was again elected Treasurer of the Fund. 

“We started work in earnest and collected Rs. 1 3,000/- when reports of t^ e 
rift in the League’s upper two reached the ears of some members of the Coin 
mittee and collection efforts automatically ceased as some members of t ie 
Committee felt that they could not appeal to their brethren to give money 
if it was to be spent in propping up or bringing in the supported 0 ^ 
individual instead of it being judiciously spent^ on League propaganda an ^ 
the selection and support ol the most suitab l e candidates horn the Lea^ 
point ol view. On September 30, the Council of the League continue 
business which was to elect its five representatives on the Parliamentai) b 
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recorded, each leader was sure of his success 
fore the VOt T eadv collared four seats, namely, Montana Mohd. Akram 
"^uddin h a< V ‘ Faz lul Rahman, M.L.A. (representative of the Assembly), 
himself . Mr ‘ rcprese ntative of the Bengal Legislative Council). Nazim- 
^Vhlurul A®** 1 .’ \ |[ e vV ould win at least two out of the t; Council seats 
dd' rt th 0 ^ 1 t ^ ar majority on the Board. On the other hand, Suhrawardy 
U dtlmsh ave 11 c ^r eae ue Secretary, Abul Hashim, a person witlia communis- 
the Proving ce ^ ain c f carrying all the five Council seats on the Board. 
tic outlook* NVe ’ warne( J by some ol his friends and wellwishers that he should 
^azimu ddinWaS d ^ ot fig bt. He was told that he was being led up the 
comp ronl,se 1 an his supporters. He did not listen. I did not attend the meet- 
^pdoipath Py . r te jn t h e voting. The results were announced late last 
j n gnor<ho par l & ^ have won all the five Provincial Council seats, 
evening- Suira , » group there are at least two dangerous persons and in 

fcSTrV"" •» worthless ' 

afraid the Parliamentary Board, as constituted, may not have the full 
fidence of the people and particularly the confidence of persons who will 
r 1 rd unon to pay big money to the Fund. This will be the pos.t.on if 
* 'parliamentary BcLd," as constituted, functions properly and there is no 
.TZILZ the members. 1 had decided to tender my resignat.on 
ri the Treasurership of the Election Fund and also to resign my member¬ 
ship of the Provincial Working Committee. I was prevailed upon by 
persons close to me not to take this hasty action but to write to you and seek 
ion. valuable advice. My own feeling is that as I cannot stoop to support 
one individual against another, and as I cannot suffer humiliation at the hands 
of these people, it is best for me to get out. 1 have been, like most ol the 
non-party men, slowly squeezed out of everything every time. So why 
should I hang op and suffer this indignity? 

“Bengal is an unfortunate province indeed. Whereas Muslims are closing 
their ranks in other provinces to meet the Congress-Mahasabha challenge, 
we are fighting within our own camp and are providing an excellent weapon 
for our enemies to wield against us.” 


With his usual sobriety and foresight the Qaid, who was at that 
time in Baluchistan, replied on October 9, as follows: 

^ e ll) 1 really don’t know what to say as regards Bengal, but one thing 
p e rtain that unless you people puLl together, whatever the pi evocation 
Phonal intrigues and individual selfishness and ambition, you can’t succee . 

, ° al Y 'ssue before the country now is Pakistan against Akhand Hin 
char ^ Us ^ ms ^0 not stand united they will get a setback ot a ver) se 
H^f CtCr an( f 1 don’t think that any one of those who ate ambitio 
the n. L rea f‘ ze titeir dreams when the Assembly meets, and even 1 
i’iS ft* Assembly is not going to be of a pen-J^EU 

, 5 ’, “> <<mA different groups will go flying. ' e ' yes „f 

% Cld.- W loS ‘ *• paramount islue of “ ,ht 1 
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Qaid-e-abam as , KNRw h 


i lie Qaid wrote to me again in thi« 

November 2,: ' COnn<? ction IV 



Please do keep me informed as to what is h, 
nothing will come in the way oi supporting ,' P P Ca,n «. and I d 0 , 
matter who they are. After all, Tis the ^Cr l, *t 

t tat will decide finally and not your local Board in r ' * P ar,iani emar V n 
that may be filed and after they have decided m ° faaa Ppeal 0r V W<1 
stand that thenceforward they must supporj the ^ 8alma, « must 

he be a k mp . post i„ the opinion or judgntent of a^„Vv^- 


At this time, Mr. Fazlul Haq was showing keen.-. 

Mushm League. 1 wrote to the Qaid in this connection 

the following reply: “The best course fnr .... ^,° n ^ recriv.. 


the following reply: “The best ”* **« 

example of Begum Shah Nawaz. ’’ The Begum had Pv * ‘° f ° llovv the 

in disobe )' in g tb e mandate 2 of the Mushm^L^^ 01 ' 
pp 1 led for permission to join the League, which war Leigue and 
Fazlul Haq, with his usual inconsistency, however 8 '^^"' 

elections against the Muslim League. His eroun was r ’ ontest ed the 

n September 1946, however, he ' withdrew The “^'h^'h 
agamst the Qaid, expressed regret for his past conduct and a t ^ 
the Calcutta District Muslim League for re-admission. PP ' ed 


S ““j who ». member of N.mm„« “fij 

and whose advice he sought, began to feel that this was the time for 
him to snatch power from his Chief and to seat himself in the Chief 
Minister s chair. Encouraged by his lieutenants and accomplices, he 
struck hard and with success, and poor Nazimuddin was knocked out. 
This betrayal so shocked and hurt him that for days, he reeled under 
its impact and, thereafter, decided not to seek election to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly nor to encourage the splitting of the League, 
something he could have easily done. In fact, he ordered his followers 
to forget the deplorable incident, to close ranks and to fight the 
elections as one solid party, so essential for capturing an overwhelming 
majority of the Muslim seats. Such a success was essential to show to 
the British Government and to the world, the power of our organ| sa 
tion and its undeniable right to call itself the sole authoritative politic* 
party of the Muslim nation. 


The painful episode reminded one of the tragedy ot Julius ‘ ^ 
as written by Shakespeare. Brutus and Cassius, Caesar s ^ el ^ se 0 f 
supporters, stabbed him and ended his Emperorship. In tlw ca 
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i u Pf l to the heart, yet did not succumb. 

' er Caesar jtCwound to heal and then, after about a 
,1 h»<Ld allo"' ed hl , 9lipp0 rters and laid low Brutus. This 
^^ witbhiS f a pTrtition when the Bengal Legislature was 
he J on the eve ° d of members representing the 

,efl e0 . ^ p aris L 1 wr^ot- R#nnrTal Shaneed was 


Wr'into two parts ^ F^, ^ Wes£ Benga] . Shaheed was 
£#£■»*• to *J* and Hazimuddin stepped in again and took over 
“thew^ The moral is obvious: Loyalty to a cause and 
S)“ tlW Seademare the essential qualities of a disciplined 
loyalty to one 

nian. 

,, r the squabbles over the distribution of tickets was over, 
heartening to see the leaders of different groups working 
" rl for the success of the League Candidates. The Qaid, very 
riv acceded to our request to tour Bengal before the elections to 
the Provincial Assembly. After consulting the leaders, 1 informed him 
that he might visit Bengal in the second and third weeks of February, 
1946, and he should spare a fortnight for the purpose. Elsewhere, I 
have described in detail his triumphant tour of Bengal and the splendid 
results it produced. I am happy to recall that the dark clouds which 
hovered over the Bengal Muslim League horizon in September, i 94 £> 
eventually dispersed and all its leaders and workers rose to the 
occasion and worked hand in hand to ensure the success of the League 
Candidates. As a result, a stable Muslim League Ministry was forme 

in the province of Bengal enabling it to put its full weight behind t e 
struggle for the creation of Pakistan in its final and decisive stage. 

Elsewhere, I have dealt with the important events which occurred 

during our march to political freedom. I have dealt wit ar 
wittees, the Cripp’s Mission, the Simla Conference the 
Mission, the Mountbatten Plan of June 3, 1943. andw h the saroe 

■Wliffe Award. lt is, therefore not necessarytocover^hejam^ 

ground in this chapter as it has not been, nor is 1 y p me 

to make the book any different from its title and spirit which 

undertake its writing. 

The reader may wonder as to M^lm 

the story of the struggle which was g sons are two. First, as 

League on a strong and was intimately associated 

lived in Calcutta througlaou P ^ ^ positio n '| e ngal in 

With the struggle, Rental was concerned. y f over 3 3 

various aspects so fa. » ^f ained a Muslbn P“P" uslim 

pre-independence d »^’ k tone in the body-politic 

million whichmade it a key 


over 33 
India. 
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-,q-) QAID-E-AZAM AS T KNE\*T 

The success of the Muslim League in Bengalis 

to the successful conclusion o st j n fairness to mv close 

Pakistan. While on the subject of Bengal, 1 I Kh ja Nooruddin 

friends and colleagues, Abdut to transform’ the Muslin, 

mention their great sei vices in P , an d opportunists into a 
League in Bengal from a o ^dur Rahman, in particular, 

powerful organisation we e< , un til I became a disciple 

was my guide in political matters r 93 Rahman and [ were 

of Mohammad Ali Jinnah Nooruddn,At were at times 

known as the ‘Three Ta.lotsofTooleyStr ^ ^ ^ of 

dubbed as ‘The Three Muskeeters . wi v 
opportunists and we did our duty fearlessly. 

1 would also add that though my criticism of Mr^ A. K. Mul 
Hao’s inexplicable behaviour in critical times, has been un p n 

not record that it was he who drafted and sponsored 
Education Bill of Bengal and it was he who founded the amtaColl^ 
and Lady Brabourne College for the Muslim boys and g P J 

of Bengal. Nor can 1 easily forget his emotional speeches in support 
the Muslim case when he stood on the right side of the fence an 

affectionately hailed as the ‘‘Sher-e-Bengal” (The Be^Tig^. 

He was a kind man generally and was noted tor his ^ doors 

for students. No needy student was ever turned away from 

not even when he was short of cash himself and had to boi 
a Kabuli moneylender next door. 

For sure, the Muslim League had more or less simtoproW^ 
to contend with in the other provinces as well, both M ^ .’ diyi . 
and Muslim-minority. The stories concerning tt ' en1 ’ inie write* 

duals of those provinces to tell. If a Punjab, leadetof th^ ^ 
of what he remembers or has recorded, he 1 l^csin^s* held th 
trickery of the Unionist Party, which, with Bnwh bj,^^ fro* 
reins of government in the province, did not di 

. f _ 1 « 4 - l U tl mo 


that of Bengal at the time. 


ot Bengal aL , t |iit 

the retio^ 1 ^ 

The foregoing correspondence will disclose a |,v.iys f, "‘'jJ 

the Qaid was always frank and his approach to pro path he 
He was quite clear in his mind as to his aim and also t^ ? ^ 0 j> J 
take to reach his destination He knew that ^ vver e ^ 
was hard and rugged and studded with ob ^ de|jber ate. 

to surmount. But ^ w , thin king or decs.o 

permit sentiment 


H 
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from the letters of Mr. Jinnah in 


m l 


from tne lcttcia 

ill also observe ^ steady un J e rcurrent which 
-c a coHSl- J.trtV5 f-pn rhino. onirlino 


«rM Jer h 'mters- a ?Tthe Qaid was always teaching, guiding 
I 1 "., her c |iim tha , and was tolerant: he 


,1 other- eh't Q |,im that , d patience and was tolerant; he 

^*bet t° n ' - He al " a >. S f r oom for relaxation for himself or 
ML,ar»& ,n &_. M r4 and lett no ru f 


^Vf'fonM^^/he ever refuse to give cogent reasons, 
elled 01 „ nf - s . nor d n Uic n^nkino and acting as he did 


^i<r^ 0 d iacipies , for Ws thinking and acting as he did 

matt ers ' 

believe that man can do nothing or achieve 


f> ical m 

in r 


Moshers, we an(J he , p of the Creator. But we equally 

•ihM » itb °f ' sincere and hard effort on the part of man, God 
^lieve that ° - s a saying in Persian which reads: As toe Harakat 
*ill not help ' on , an d blessing from me). In other words, 

N “ fl^thosewho help themselves’. This saying admirably applied 
,(lhel P S 1 a i: Tir^V, To imagine or to accept that due to the 


| odl ; e pS ed A h Jinnah. To imagine or to accept that due to the 
Prevailing circumstances, Pakistan dropped like a ripe apple in 
Mad would be to over-simplify matters, mis-state the position and 
b him of the praise due, praise for his hard and systematic work in 
organising the All-India Muslim League, in converting it slowly but 
surely and effectively into a powerful organisation and obtaining the 
support of one hundred million determined Muslims of the sub-conti¬ 
nent to achieve a homeland for themselves—a homeland where they 
could live in accordance with their own lights, free from oppresive 
domination by an overwhelming Hindu majority. 


So my story on the transition of the All-India Muslim League 
from the comfort of armchairs to the hazards of a mass organisation of 
the Muslims has drawn to a close. 



Let us not, however, confuse the old body with those which have 
come into existence since August 14, 1947- The new organisations 
unfortunately lack the enthusiasm, the determination, the iscip me, 
the unity, the sacrifice and above all else, the aim whic P r °P 5 

die All-India Muslim League onward to solidarity and greatness. 

who devotedly worked for the great All-India bo ), } ^n 

shewed their personal interests and ambitions ^d devote^ 
selves to the objective of securing freedom tor t e “ the Hindus, 
continent, freedom from the British an ree 0 , leadership of an 
They worked with the zeal of fanatics un er ^ The mem ory 

immaculately clean and able man, M° ^Yl^India. Muslim League, Hcr- 
°f the deeds and achievements of t ie e Q f inspiration for all those 

v ently hope, will be a never-fading f se ]fi s h motives and thus 

who wish to serve and build PaUistanwitbou Mo hammad Ali Jinnah. 
pay the greatest tribute to the memo,) 
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CABINET MISSION AND DIPLOMACY 

O N the eve of the visit of the Cabinet Mission to British I 

March i94 6 > &e Qaid-e-Azam summoned a meetiii ^ ** 
Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League at New n 
The first group of the Muslim Leaguers whom the Mission i ^ 
to dinner consisted of the Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad, the latto^ 
Mumtaz Shah Nawaz and myself. The bigger guns like LiaqatAV 
Khan and the President of the Muslim League were invited to dinn 
separately and later. 

On receipt of the invitation through Mr. Woodrow Wyatt one 
of the Secretaries of the Mission and later a prominent Labour M P 
we went to the Qaid-e-Azam and asked if we may accept it. He 
replied: “Yes”, and asked us to keep our weather eye open and 
report to him the next morning. 

Before dinner we sat in the drawing room of the Commander- 
m-Chief s house at New Delhi which had been placed b V the Indian 

^1“ ° f ^ MiSsion a "d had an interesting 

both aXd.r ' J th T L members of fhe Labour Cabinet! 

Cripps right through °| Yl j e ^ ea ^ ter 0ver CU P S °f coflfee. Sir Stafford 
safeguard! for the § Morn's H ^ 3 United ,ndia with ade d uate 
By dividing „£ td cTIatS ft " d -gued that 

be viable and would come tn ^ f a ^ ,stan the new State would not 

come to grief within a short time of its birth. 

I remember him tellinp l 

League leadership to take^ full* ^ at Was t^e time for the Muslim 

str.ke a favourable bargain with Le a r Vanta S e ° f 'he opportunity and 

a ^^ net Mission’s good ^°ffi^ reSS ^d the Hindu leadership, 

Tpr: 1 ’ *"°a “|‘J°' H « ! ‘ |J 

back on her own ! " becam e unreal .u d ' a ' Vere divided and later 

P0SitiO " " ^ -?r d ** Musli ^ 'foul'd be^reduced fo^S 

204 
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t t |-, a t a united India would be strong in 
arg ume * n__ _ _1 


me nt i» iau ^- o 

e ar ^ U oth to the Commonwealth, to Britain and 

oi strong . . ,ln A mnrp thnn nnrp nut tnrtli ir» 


it- ,f 


II 


(l A 


source c p is i s was also more than once put forth in 


rJr'fof the evening. 


the 


t o“ rsc 


Alexander spoke little and confined himself to the 

Mr. A - V jj, tolfi us that defence experts in Britain were unani- 
,ale. tic _ A.;4.:^r» r»f India wmild create a serious 


„ He toia us - i 

Jefeiice »ng le - " , hat tlle partition ol India would create a serious 
ro ously oi | I'^ for the two countries of the sub-continent and 
dflcncc pro > C1 „ kistan . He emphasised that the defence of Pakistan 
■articular > *■ 1 u_:„.i;r».r insurmountable difficulties and 


r ''"lTk'a problem bristling with insurmountable difficulties and 
, , ,’L of East Pakistan (at the time it was not contemplated 

the at> lulcc _ . . i .i . i •_c.c*. 


thit Bengal would he truncated; our thinking was that East Pakistan 
would be*the whole of the British province of Bengal with the addition 
of almost the whole of Assam) against aggression would be an almost 
impossible proposition. 


He said that defence, as we knew, involved heavy cost and as 
Pakistan would be a territory with a thousand miles of foreign (Indian) 
land separating the West from the East wing, the defence requirements 
and, therefore, its budget, would be much more than that of a “one 
piece ’ country* Beside the cost, Mr. Alexander argued, mobility, 
depth of defence, logistics and a dozen other problems would raise 
Aeir ugly heads and make the responsibility of defence doubly grave. 

conv ‘ nce d> as were his top-ranking advisers, that the cost and 
L, cities involved in the defence of Pakistan would have a crippling 
e ec t on the new State. 


Another argument which he advanced was that it would even 
lncr eas e the task of the British forces to help defend such a scattered 
rV n case the Commonwealth was involved in a war. On the. 
r 11 ^ l n dia remained a whole unit, and if the defence o tree ^ 

. v nt ! I ) Ued on the existing basis, with a central comman , n , t 
, ^ burden of defence on the people be less per capita 

e defence itself would be more efficient. 

Stafford 


nt recollect who, 

, iu Cripps or Pethick Lawrence, canT J, in herit a poor 

an ced the additional argument that ' ve W ° t progress, and 

thar^ t0 mCet tKe ^ ° 1 ' " Tvou^beirbehmd 


too. 


vve woul 


at industrially and in natural resources, 
e rest of India. 

C , We d id not sit tongue-tied .^We heard ln brief, V 

a ^inet with respect and rep lt 


u er s of the British 

nieinbe f ^ sta ted 
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that we could not accept the view, however considered 
Pakistan would not be a viable state. We were right * 'S 
truncated Pakistan, which we did not envisage at the time, u!* 
in the past nineteen years that it is as viable and even n ,o P Ven 
than many independent countries which are on the map to ( [ C Via,)le 
certainly in a better way now than India. We said w e had ^ ^ is 
cotton and were confident that we had other untapped resou^ 
which would be adequate to take care of the nation, if j t 
resolutely and adopted the spartan way of life until our increasin 
resources helped us to loosen our belts. 

For the bogey of defence too we had an answer. We could not 
accept the theory or the practical advice of His Majesty’s Govern* 
ment’s defence advisers. We quoted instances where even more apart 
regions than East and West Pakistan existed and the Powers which 
Avere interested in them helped and defended them if it suited their 
overall interest in war and in peace. One of us remarked that Islam 
meant peace and we intended to live in peace with all after gaining 
our homeland. And if we were forced to take on a fight we would 
have to do so and defend ourselves with all our resources, physical, 
material and moral. None of us felt that if we got Pakistan in some 
shape or form, giving us independence from both the British and 
the Hindus and with the British relinquishing power in our sub¬ 
continent, Hindu India and the Muslim Pakistan Avould not live as 
good neighbours in complete peace and harmony, each priding 
in the other’s strength, each ready to lend a helping hand in the 
defence of the other in times of aggression from abroad. Events since 
August 1947 have proven, time and again, how optimistic we were 
in so thinking and how we have be^n plagued with India’s constant 
bullying tactics and territorial ambitions carried out through sheer 
brute force against all canons of international law and morality. We 
have had bitter experience of India’s flagrant breach of international 
agreements solemnly entered into as in the case of the U N agreement 
to hold a free and unfettered plebiscite in Kashmir to determine 
the will of the people in regard to accession either to India or to 
Pakistan Furthermore how out-of-date and unjustified the vie« 
of the Cabinet Mm have proven in the context of the present-day 

events does not need elaboration nr -vrxU ... 1 Urinah 

, . _ . 1 „ r • explanation as they are glaring 1 ; 

obvious to any student of international affairs. ^ 

In reply to the statement of Sir Stafford Crinns that we would 

inherit a poor economy and would trail lndia b distance, the 

answer was simple: We do not agree ^ 

. 1 . r & ee with your noint of vie^' 

But even presuming Avhat you foresee will he ri iL I y , 

r 5 De ri ght, we wou d rather 
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CABINET MISSION & DIPLOMACY 



, „ 0 nipf» tivcl )' P oor and under-developed nation free from 
^mjnation than eke out an existence as a subjugated minority 
jlif " rcond-class citizens in a rich and economically advanced India 

« ,<|3S * a byan overwhelming majority of Hindus.” Again, subsequent 

h a ,e proven how wrong the British Cabinet Mission, turned 
‘It to he, as we have, by the grace of Allah, not done badly since 
Partition. Although we have, no doubt, passed through trying and 
anxious times more than once, our economy today, comparatively 
speaking, is sounder than that of India. Finally, the world is now 
satisfied that Muslims in the so-called secular State of India, except 
for a few show-boys propped up to deceive the outside world, are no 
more than second-class citizens of the country—no better than the 
Harijans and always in fear of mortal attack, arson and forcible 
ejectment from their homes and hearths and even from their country! 

These were the main points round which the talks of the evening 
More, during and after dinner, revolved until we took leave « 
about midnight. We three, known to the British as the young blood 
ol the Muslim League, did not sit idle. We had our answers for every 
point they raised and our answers were the same as the Qaid had very 

Sr" ° n the patform ’ in s P eec kes, in informal conversation 
nfi„ his r Sk eSent l tiVe , S ° f thC f ° rei § n preSS Wh ° interviewed him 
hcts as h V'' 1 , 1 , °‘a C 7- * WaS hinted that should appreciate 
Mission kn y d an n "u*' emotion in considering them. The 
leader The , " C " ould ‘"’mediately report to our 

mioht n if ' nla ^ ' aW thought that, in reporting their views, we 
g perhaps express our agreement with some of them and would 
- to persuade the Qaid to accept them. 

tion Mahmudabad and I had earned the reputa- 

I ° . av * n g Mr. Jinnah s ear is more than either of us was able to 
thsM C,ate ^ ose w h° worked closely with the Qaid knew full well 
ie took a little time to arrive at a decision but once taken, no 
ne > lowever close, could persuade him to change it. 

A s it was about midnight, we did not go to io, Aurangzeb Road 
i° | s turb the Qaid. But Mahmudabad and I were with b, ™ cee( j_ 
r ^akfast the next morning and reported in detail the chair 

,n g s of the previous evening. He was seated in his g^een^ CIgare fte 
to the fireplace in his study. He smoked cigai j nG t cutting u$ 
gave us a patient hearing, rarely ,nt . c !V i ^ t 0 f’ our future Sta ^ n ’. 

Sh °n. When 1 talked of the bogey of viab, > , to U him the n < 
what they meant by the word v ^ kn0vV the -ean.ng 
arif l he replied: “No wonder 
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. Pakistan would not be able to live and D ro«r 

th ° Ug sources ha* never crossed nay mind”.. Ht/ho W £ ? 9 " > r 
ow f! f t , H .faction appreciated our duel with the giants of ^ 1 
sm,le0 ' " Once he said “Well done’’ and at another 

Go '* nme T A Z ‘‘ Good; that was a good reply”. . , T ' 

i ian; t Ali Khaa was having dinner with the' Mission that night 
The Qaid was meeting the Mission a day (or two) after Liaqat. ' 

Throughout the Cabinet Mission’s stay in Delhi and Simla, Mah- 
, ,'j -r,A I acted as liaison officers and reporters of the Qaid, 

\Vr dbrow Wyatt was probably detailed to keep contact with us and 
“J™ ” e „,«iv in close con.,., wl.h hbn. We go. ,„i« , hi.,, 
information on what was happening in the Congress camp and also 

to learn some of their reactions to the varmus suggestions made 
bv the’Mission. Mavbe, he kept back from us what he thought would 
not ^prudent to tell. Nevertheless, our contact with him was u efu 
and when’we scooped any worthwhile information, we served h 
and quick to our Chief. ; 

Many a time Woodrow would present arguments in support: of 
the Mission’s talks and suggestions and when the proposals an ere a 
formulated and presented, he svould spend hours in trying to convU !| 
us that it would be a folly to reject or call for major amendments. ■ 
would say that the task of the Mission would be insuperabie an 
Congress would slip away if we did not co-operate and accept thejfl^ 
posals of the three British Ministers >vho had “a world of goo av 
and understanding for the Muslims, of India.” 

During the,stay of the. Cabinet Mission* in British India, the 
Muslim League Working Committee, except for some days, was m 
daily session; first in New Delhi and later at Simla. In the course 
of the negotiations which were prolonged and the complexioTi d 

t nd some ‘™e S S S eriou S lv theQaid-e-Axam 

counter-proposals emanated from the Com ma n d. Proposals 
and, of course, the Cabinet Mission ° ° n g ress ' the-Mushm Leagu 

* l 

Jong, Jdst 2.11 bep^n to t* j 

than the others. Time was passim* ^ ^ ission grew more wear) 
evidently achieved. The Mission wh^ ^ et Tlot hing tangible was 
hrA were tired of treading the same f anx *°us to return hom e 

arguments with little change, if any fr!-c §r ° und and hearing the 
Congress, decided to put forward their Musli m League and the 

^Proposals on a‘‘take it or 
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. g* basis to the Hindu and Muslim nations of the sub-continent, 
)ea ve ^ t j ieir respective political organisations. 

ember the tense atmosphere when the sealed envelope from 
BIEft Mission Secretariat was handed to the Qaid-e-Azam’s 
the Cabme T , Q a id read the contents once and glanced through 
Secretary- and thereafter the Muslim League Working Com- 

themasecon , every word of the communication was 

was thrown open for discussion. 

The ” 

tEZtu in^ ~-m;-S rLa 

major nature coulo be mat e, o nn sibilitv for the failure of the 

thereby drawing upon ourselves the res P°™ b ” ^ fo ,] ow We ta l ke d 

Mission and with it the consequences ^.-^[econsideted and 
iSSd T NoCr fi catL being permitted, nothing could be 
done to help our cause. 

lust before the final session of the Working Committee termi¬ 
nated! it was agreed that the proposal may be accepted although i i Id 
not g<; far enough to meet our demands and asp.rat.ons But rt as le t 
to the President to take the final decision. This was not the fi rs 
Sion when the brunt of the responsibility was thrown ™ h P r 
by his Working Committee. A suitable reply was drafted and signed, 
and a short while later, the Qaid had dinner and repaired to bed. 

I saw him the next morning immediately after breakfast. He 
appeared more rested and cheerful. I to im tiat e °° ’ j 
cheerful than he had at any time during the past 

"Naturally. I have slept very little during the ,ast h / othe r, 

worked incessantly. I have tossed in bed from one side ^ 

thinking and worrying about what vve s iou c j have thought 

has been so heavy that it has taken muc a ou o • decision j was 

much in bed.and have prayed for guidance, beca h ^ ^ nation- 
called upon to make would mar or make h J n< j oommuni' 

Now tPiat the die has been cast and the decision mad after he 

cated to Pethick-Lawrence, I feel as care 

has finished his last examination pap^ * rry again- He 

The day had not yet passed wh.H^«^W y et * 

Was not sure that the decision to ac P 


Scanned by CamScanner 





2 IU 


QMD-E-AZAm as , Knew 





alternative, rejection, would have carried 
appeared that on reconsideration he would c ° ns «qu,. 

proposal. But it was too late. The decision , r h »v e rej" 0 ' 
communicated. All that he could do was to h keen tj i c< 
Working Committee would either reject the pronr"? 1 the W"‘ 
amendments or put such interpretation on it as \! askf °r s Ji 
acceptance of it. ° u *d 


•it 


e th 


eir 


The period of suspense was, however, not unbearabl | .Tj| 
came through that the Congress had not unreservedly ^ ,° n ^ ews 
Plan. The report of the acceptance with reservations by tht^C^ ^ 
made the air of Simla more refreshing and bracing for us Musf^ 
The Qaid was pleased. The blame would now fall upon the Con ^ 
and the Muslim League would be able to extricate itself from a difficult 
situation. 


1 shall give a summary of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan and then 
show how the Congress mauled and sabotaged it while pretending to 
accept it. The Cabinet Mission came forward on May 16, 1946 with 
an ingeniously conceived plan for a three-tier Constitution, envisaging 
autonomous Provinces, Groups of such Provinces as wished to take 
certain subjects in common and a Federal Centre or Union limited to 
three subjects—Defence, External Affairs and Communications. The 
Constituent Assembly was to be formed as follows: (a) each province 
would be allotted a total number or seats proportionate to its popula¬ 
tion, roughly in the ratio of one to a million as the nearest substitute 
for representation by adult suffrage, (b) this provincial allocation of 
seats would be divided between the main communities in each pro¬ 
vince in proportion to their population, (c) the representatives allo¬ 
cated to each community would be elected by members of that com¬ 
munity in the Provincial Assembly. Any question raising a major 
communal issue in the Union Legislature wo uld require for its decision 
a majority of the representatives present and voting of each of the two 
major communities as well as a majority of all the members present 
and voting. The Constitutions of the Union and Groups were to 
have a provision whereby any province could, by a majority vote of 
its Legislature, call for a reconsideration of the terms of the Constitu¬ 
tion after an initial period of ten years and at ten-yearly intervals there¬ 
after. 

The crux of the whole Plan from the Muslim point of view, 
however, was the provision relating to sections of the constitution- 
making body and grouping of Provinces. It was clearly laid down 
that after a preliminary meeting of the constitution-making body 
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“We have lost the fulness of our character. And what is c ha I I 

Highest sense of honour, and the highest sense of integritv-convi'cti,'^ 

incorruptibility, readiness at any time to efface oneself for dip mil T' 
i r i . >, J L collective 

good 01 the nation. 


Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Muslim 
Legislators’ Convention, Delhi, April 
i i, i 946 . 


Is Bi iiain going to decide the destiny ol hundred million Muslims? 

o, nobody can. They can obstruct, they can delav for a little while, 
but they cannot stop us from our goal. Let us, therefore, rise at the 
conclusion ol this historic convention Full l A faith 

Insha Allah, we shall win. ho P e - COUra S e antl 


Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at the con^jhjjh 
slon ihe Muslim Legislators’ Con- 
vention » f^elhi, . 1 April, ,946. 
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■ ra | order of business would be decided 

ub* 6 Officers elected, the Provincial representative^,^? 

" other Oft sections—A (consisting of Hindu -™^' 4 

Ida UP ’^consisting of the Punjab N W F P, BaluchS^ 

(consisting of Bengal and Assam). According to pari . 
sin a) and \ ‘provinces should be free to form Groups with executives 
fP h, -| tures and each Group could determine the Provincial 
and le 2 lS a be taken i n common . 1 The sections according to para 19 
5 ubj eCt t0 < proce ed to settle the Provincial constitutions for the 
( v ) ' voU included in each section and shall also decide whether any 
^'’"constitution shall be set up for those Provinces and, if so, with 
what Provincial subjects the Groups should deal’ 2 . Provinces were to 
hU power to opt out of the Groups in accordance with the provi¬ 
sions of sub-clause (viii) which were as follows: “As soon as the 
new Constitutional arrangements have come into operation it shall 
be open to any Province to elect to come out of any Group in which 
it has been placed. Such a decision shall be taken by the new Legislature 
of the Province after the first general election under the new Constitu¬ 
tion'. It was onlv after the Group and the Provincial Constitutions 
had been settled by the three sections that they would reassemble 
together with representatives of Indian States to settle the Union 
Constitution. 


The meaning of the Provisions relating to sections and grouping 
"as clear and did not lend itself to different interpretations. But 
the Congress leaders from Mr. Gandhi downward began to twist 
a nd misconstrue the provisions as soon as the Statement was out. 
^ r - Gandhi’s comments as reproduced in V. P. Menon’s book 
ITe Transfer of Power in India’ are as follows: “The Cabinet 
Mission’s Statement is not an award. The Mission had tried but failed 
to bring the parties together and so they recommended to the country 
u hat in their opinion was worthy of acceptance by it. It was open 
a the Constituent Assembly to vary the proposals, to reject or 
jtoprove upon them; otherwise the Constituent Assembly could not 
f C a ^ 0verea § n body. Thus the Mission had suggested certain subjects 
V'T Union Centre; the Constituent Assembly could, if they chose, 
to them or reduce them. Similarly it was open to the Constituent 
to abolish the distinction of Muslims and non-Muslims 
ich the Mission had felt forced to recognise. As regards grouping, 

1 province could be compelled to belong to a Group against its will’ ’. 

Congress Working Committee on May 24, 1946, adopted a 

' y,-to Mcnon: The of P owcr in lndja 
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resolution asserting that it found “the provision F 
inconsistent with the freedom promised to the pro ,* ° T init ‘al gr 
In order to retain the recommendatory character^ int ^ 8 r? n & 
and to make the clauses consistent with each othe 
ro.1.1 paragraph rj to mean that, in the first instancVl’v 
provinces shall make their choice whether or not to h i P e <*i / 

section in which they are placed”.’ The interpretation? l <-th! 
bv Mr. Gandhi and the Congress Working Commit, PUt for ' v N 
warranted and clearly opposed both to the letter and soiriT <T e 
net Mission’s Plan, so much so that the Mission itself Tel theCaki - 
to rebut them by its Statement of May 2 s which clarified thTn^ 
as follows; The interpretation put by the Congress resolur 5lt '°" 
paragraph ,j of the Statement (of May ,6) to fhe effect 
provinces can in the first instance make the choice whether or not ! 
belong to the section in which they are placed, does not accord wiA 
thi D. legations intentions. The reasons for the grouping of the 
provinces are well-known and this is an essential feature of the 
Scheme and can only be modified by agreement between the parties. 
The right to opt out of the Group after the constitution-making has 
been completed will be exercised by the people themselves since at 
the hrst general elections under the new provincial constitutions this 
question of opting out will obviously be a major issue and all those 
entitled to vote under the new franchise will be able to take their 
share in a truly democratic decision’’. 4 


Notwithstanding these authoritative explanations, the Congress 
persisted in its misinterpretations. By its resolution of June 2£, the 
Congress Working Committee reiterated its objections to delimita¬ 
tion of the central authority and the system of grouping of provinces. 
The Congress President, Abul Kalam Azad, in communicating the 
resolution to the Viceroy stated that he and his party accepted the 
proposals and were prepared to work them with a view to achieving 

omeoOheT’ l 7 adhered t0 their own interpretation of 

some of the provisions of the Statement such as that relating to the 

groupmg of provinces Gieariy this was no acceptance at all of the 
Mission s Plan. The British Ministers k ^ . c tn 

proclaim to the world that their Mission ° Wever ’ ^ ere anxl ° u 

had succeeded in producing an ag " d sT^ “"m 7 
ti, . j . 1 n , agreed solution of the problem. 

They resorted to under-hand tactics and adopted an ostrich-like 

posture. Sir Stafford Cripps persuaded the Congress leaders to accept 

the long-term proposal even with their own ; _ d 1S to r 

grave accusat ion against the Cabinet Mission was m^^by^thTQiid-t- 


V. P. Menon: The Transfer of Power in India . 




Ibid. 
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H sp eecli before the Muslim League Council at Bomba 
Kn fr hlS j \ n t his day it remains unanswered. 

ffi l8, and 

' vcr doubts there might have existed about the Congress’s 

I • de and intentions regarding the Mission’s Plan were dispelled 
r eal attitu ^ ^ statements of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru after he had 
by b f* e , a$ t h e n ewly-elected President of the Congress in July 1946. 
takenove^ re p Utat ion for arrogance and impetuosity, Mr. Nehru 
■r, t0 d int0 w hat his admiring biographer Michael Brecher calls ‘one 
] Tl "lost fiery and provocative statements in his 40 years of public 
i f Addressing the All-India Congress Committee at Bombay on 

II 1 Mr. Nehru said that so far as he could see, it was not a question 
of the Congress accepting any Plan, long or short. It was mere y 
a auestion of their agreeing to enter the Constituent Assem y an 

«m L. fh., would 1. *. 

long as they thought it was for India s good an t ey wou ‘<\\r e 

when they thought it was injuring their cause^ He asserted We 
are not bound by a single thing except that we have deeded for-the 
moment to go to the Constituent Assembly . Later, at a p 
ference on July to, Mr. Nehru admitted that the Congress was bound 

by the procedure set down for election o mem erso entire | v and 

Assembly but he added, “What we do t ere, w t h e re would 

absolutely free to determine’’. 6 He ope , ie sai^^ ^ ^.jj op p 0se it 
be no grouping because some States in and confiden ce that 

and added: “But I can say with e y becaus e Assam will not 

there is going to be finally no grouping Thus you will see this 

tolerate it under any circumstances, vv ia ev - eW Joes not get 

grouping business, approached from any point ol . 

tis on at all’’ 7 . 

Dealing with the powers of the P^ P wou ]d embrace a large 
Nehru said: “Defence and Communication Fore ign Affairs must 

number of industries necessary for then supp a||y inev jt a ble tha 

inevitably include foreign trade policy. t | ie r than by any s - vste 

the Union must raise its finances by taxation t] J Cent re must 

of contribution or doles from the Provinces. Fu^ ^ be 0 , a 1 

obviously control currency and credit, and to dea , wlth admmistra 
a uthority to settle inter-provincial dispu 

tive or economic break-downs . se its ‘brute 

Thus, it became clear as to how the Congress wou us 

T 77 c. Mijumdar: History oj the Frccdon , Movement ,n indta V 

h Ibid. 

7 Ibid. 

S Ibid. 
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majority’ in the Constituent Assembly in disregard of t u 
and conditions it was supposed to have agreed to 
bellicose statements were naturally regarded as a clear br 
on the part of the Congress, being an outright repudiation^?^ 
terms and conditions on which the compromise pl an of t^ b * s k 
Mission rested and was supposed to be worked by the two maT n C • 
Leonard Mosley in his book The Last Days oj The Brith^*' 
observes: “It was a compromise plan which obviously could ^ 
afterwards be altered in favour of one side or the other. I n the cir ^ 
stances, Nehru’s remarks were a direct act of sabotage”. AnotT 
British writer Penderel Moon in his book Divide and Quit ta j^ 
the same view: “Gandhi by persuading the Working Committee to 
reject the interim government had knocked down half of it. Nehru 
proceeded to demolish the rest of it”. This view of Mr. Nehru’s 
somersault on the question is not confined to public opinion outside 
the Congress circles. The well-known Hindu historian R.C. Majum- 
dar in his History oj the Freedom Movement in India Volume III criticises 
Mr. Nehru as follows : “Unfortunately, at this critical moment, when 
a peaceful settlement of India’s future was almost within sight it was 
upset by some indiscreet utterances of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. In 
1937 his outright rejection of Jinnah’s offer of Congress-League 
Coalition Ministry ruined the last chance of Hindu-Muslim settlement. 
His observations in 1946 destroyed the last chance—though a remote 
one—of a free, united India”. 


i 


KaHrn' 1° ^ r * en ,^ and c °beague of Mr. Nehru like Maulana Abul 

saidTha^he’w ' T t0 the Hindu Congress it could be 

Freedom character!™Mr^hro's ^ f'" 8 .’.’ h ‘ S b °° k ^ 
events which changed th stand as one of those unfortunate 

Nehru's statementThat the r" ° f biStor y”- Referrin S to M S' 
Assembly ‘completely unfetter°^g ress would enter the Constituent 

situations as they arise’, and the r " a S ree ments and free to meet all 

or modify the Cabinet Mission’s°Pl 8reSS r . e § arded itselffree to change 
TT1USt P ace on record that fawatT bought best, Azad says: 

t. tU. Tl.i -Sb'f'” 1 'k* Cm,“ i"r Pl “ 

all other subjects remained C ° m P“Wy l ist ^' Government would 

agreed that there would be tlT P rovi ncial sn k bree sub J ects vvh ' le 
the provinces would be grouped Tk Secti °ns R We had furtl,er 

unilaterally by Congress without tb^ niatt urs con’ld C whlch 
a g^eement ,, . ft e consent of n<3t c h a nged 

~« rr . - . ot er parties to the 


Abul Kalam Azad: ,ndi a Wins F reedom . 
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SSi' '.'r "■ •*« W po^t 

Uoloi' ll " .'I '" 1 .. '"I l.y llu I.; 

\ sV ,mi'. B*nl»lol R«l "»■ Aiwam ' ... »«n a re.olutlo„ 

ijvin g ft m.uuliUe not only to tlio longrc.NN mongers but also the 
Musi"" irpivsrulativeN olct ted by n separate blocof Muslim members 
tt ,h AV r nothing It) do >vill» I bo Group from (lie very beginning. 
\li Nehru In a letter to Ikmloloi j n 1 1 > 11 n 1 u* < I on September jo, 1946 
Mill: "1 l'il 1 n Appreciate the leellng in Assam in regard to the Sections 
or the grouping and 1 think that our position will safeguard your 
M'ntiment eoinpletely. . • . Our posit ion Is clear that provincial 
autonomy must lie maintained and a province must decide both about 
grouping and it'* own constitution. It is true that we have accepted 
the Federal Court’s decision in regard to the interpretation and we 
must abide by that decision ol ours. Hut in no event we are going t° 
agree to a province like Assam being lorced against its will to do any¬ 
thing”.' 0 Man I ana A/ad in 1 1 is book takes a diderent view and admits: 
"The Cabinet Mission had held that the interpretation ol the League on 
this point was correct. Mr. Jinnah argued that it was on the basis ol 
the distribution of powers among the Cent re, the Provinces and the 
Groups that he had persuaded the League to accept the Flan. Assam 
Congress leaders did not agree and,after some hesitation, Gandhiji, as I 
have already said, gave his support tothe interpretation suggested by the 
leaders from Assam. In fairness, I have to admit that there was force 
in Mr. Jinnah’s contention”. ” I iowever, at the time these attempts to 
sabotage the Plan were being made by the Congress leaders, Maulana 
Azad kept silent, and in fact he, as President of the Congress, was as 
much party to the mutilation of the Cabinet Mission s Plan as Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Nehru. 

In July 1946, the situation was already very tense as a result ofthe 

, inet Mission’s breach of faith in the matter of formation of Interim 

°vernnient and the Congress’s deliberate attempt at mutilation o t e 
,Ss i°n s long-term plan which led to withdrawal ol the Mus im 
eague s acceptance of the Plan. It was further aggravated by anot er 
ai vised step which the Viceroy was directed to take by Mi• Att ee. 
v ' rnment. On July 22 the Viceroy addressed letters to the Presi 
^ Con & ress an d the Muslim League setting out another 

' Qa i d ‘ B ; A “ m i* ,cttei 'he Viceroy <lt. 5 th November 1946. 

K » Um A “ d: PreeJom 
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up an Interim <• 

'nted to a surrender to ,h e c "' vp, '»>iw,t tm : ? 

P 01 S°! , *' ul *MUranees prevln', h'** <le)l| «nds ,"' l ' v Hr 
? ro P° ei ’ v i*aged an lme } 2 ' V " 
m League r, minm-ir,, . tjov crnmc„i M "«li, 


'•it*. 


"n i 


proposal for setting Ur) ,» i , 
amounted - - - 1 ! * * n ,nt *«*! 

of all 
The pi 

i League St minority represen?^ 61 nm<int of _ 

V iceroy), no party to ohien . Uat,Ves j to |„., '* 
and the Congress and Muslim °\ 8ubni| ttfed 
equal) share of the important S*? ' WVe a, > 4ii"% 
merely welcome a convention, iffn£ J “l' «* 

major communal issues could only be decided I >y , th *CongiW 1 
the major parties. The Oaid-e-A/un , b > *« consent *'< 
deviations from i-h» i ' ’ P 0, nted out to the yj ’“Hi 



fjr 

/#', c’ 

!• h(* t 

v \ 

{■' /'i\ l 
// 




deviations from the «* ‘0 theT» 

detrimental to Muslim interests n l J ,'" U ' 6 "I** wer 
congress. Instead of 

Viceroy merely replied that in view of the £ . ’. )ectio " s . fa 
draw its acceptance of the long-term nh„ I, 2 , d f CISI0n t0 with- 
Congress to make proposals for SlS, ****>”**** 
added that if they made a reasonable* of a 
on the Qaid-e-Azam for a ready response. coal,t,on couid rely 


-r-i aCti011 on P an Viceroy was wrong and unjustifiable 

ScistTfsaTa r neV , er “'T* ^ 'i*™ P la " ^ “s 

II there ! ' ra Se< > uel C r ° the Congress’s rejection of the plan, 

here was a commitment to form an Interim Government as repre- 

ntative as possibie of those who had accepted the Statement of May 
i , it had been flagrantly broken when the Viceroy had refused to 
proceed with the formation of the Interim Government according to 
the Cabinet Mission s own proposal of June 16. The procedure that 
the Viceroy was now following in inviting one of the parties to make 
proposals for Interim Government was wrong and without sanction 
because the Viceroy was not a constitutional Governor-General as i' 
the selt-govermng Dominions. 


in 


The Interim Government was only the Executive Council under 

he Government of India Act of , 9 , 9 and it was not responsible to the 

Legislature. It was the Vicerov s flni-w ^ r , ^ ^ 

?, . . , j LC, °y s auty to form the Executive Countn 

and he was not entitled to pass on the initiative to the leader of one 
political party- thus seriously prejudicing the rights and interests of the 
other political elements who had an equal claim for representation on 
he Council. The Viceroy s action was a breach of the pledges given 
by successive British Governments to the Muslims and an act of 


The President of the Congress, Mr. Nehru, wrote to the Qaid-e- 
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cabinet mission I 

^ diplomacy 


I to seek his co-operation in the f orm ,,:,„ r 

The Qaid-e-Azam replied that if the Viceroy u 0 f ,Hon Co «n,- 
•:> . rn form an Executive Cminrii ->_j , A ^commissioned 


n$ ^5 , 

- $ urni;:; I 
decided M Z r 

v 

linen k::. 


^acu an 'pi* 

ifrn®*' jv 

■***&■■ 


*«*>! 


r^ }l J y 

i 'f/i 

■O' 

,or° 


A 

<<>$?} 
Vv V 

' rf>W 

yy.tj 

Pr«y 

o' 


I T"Kehru t° form ‘ ,n Ex, i cutive Council and h°ad a Wa? InUsion ' d 
V ', T r and act upon his advice, he (Qaid-e-Azam) could^tept 
a position. He, however was w, h„ g to see Mr. Nehru Z 
‘ 5 ,J took place at the Qaid-e-Azam s house at Bombay on Aurust 
['nothing came out ol it. Mr. Nehru then submitted a list of 
G ,"!!< including; ‘quisling’ Muslims which was accepted by the Viceroy 
; , j n terim Government was to take office on September *. 

|\ one-part)’ government was thus installed but Lord Wavell 
L d to be conscious of the serious consequences it might lead to. 
STu-mst 2 4 he broadcast a talk over the Radio in which he regretted 
I ^tit had not been possible to secure a coalition, though, as he claimed, 

[ prances had been given that the scheme of constitution-ma ing 
Id be worked in accordance with the procedure laid down and 
added that the Muslim League need have no fear of being outvoted 
on anv essential issue. This was not factually correct No assurance 
either bv the British Government or the Congress had been given 
about the scheme of constitution-making being worked according to 
the procedure laid down, the safeguard relating to decisions on major 
communal issues had been discarded and the Congress had offered no 
convention in this behalf. It had included quisling Mus lms m 
Interim Government. 

After making the announcement about the Interim Government, 
the Viceroy flew post-haste to Calcutta to see for himself the aftermat 
of the tragic happenings. What he saw there seemed to convince him 
of the danger of carrying on with a one-party Government. On 
return from Calcutta he sent for Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Nehru and 
impressed on them the imperative need for making a clear declaration 
°f Congress willingness to abide by the procedure laid down in para- 
S^ph 19 (VIII) of the May 16 Statement, namely provinces could 
tu^^f t0 °P t out their groups only after the new consti- 

elect^ arran £ ements had come into operation and the first general 
f-eamj 0nb ^ een ^eld, so that the way might be opened for the 
stituent t \ COrne ui nt:o t ^ ie ^ nter im Government and also join the Con- 
Sa ddle r e - SSen ^ ^ ut tbe Congress leaders, now firmly in the 
te *lisino , Viceroy’s suggestion. He, however, seemed to be 

Ague’s co-n^ an • more tf* e importance of enlisting the Muslim 
which took^l* 00 ’• S ° invitec ^ the Qaid-e-Azam for consulta- 
t^ e same time ^ on September 16 and subsequent days. 

Qaid-e-Azam'on the' a K l ° nS a ^ S ° to °k place between Mr. Nehru 

e a sis of a formula on which the Nawab ot 
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Bhopal had obtained Mr. Gandhi’s signature, namelv 
,|„eJ not challenge and accepts that the Muslim Lea, ' 

, , *. i-nrM-^cpnl'nfi vp nraaniQah’rm 


_.apue ° n S r ek 

authoritative, representative organisation of an U < 

majority of the Muslims of India As such and in accord. Si 
democratic principles, they alone have today an unquestioJh? 
to represent the Muslims of India. But the Congress can n , 
to any restrictions or limitations being put upon the Congress 
such representatives as they think proper from amongst the ^ 
of the Congress as their representatives”. 12 Mr. Nehru in the c ^ ur 
of the negotiations expressed disapproval of the formula and soulh 
to add a proviso that ‘‘for identical reasons the League recognises the 
Congress as the authoritative organisation representing all non 
Muslims and such Muslims as have thrown in their lot with the Con¬ 
gress” 13 However, the Qaid formulated a number of points for 
discussion but Mr. Nehru’s reactions to them were unfavourable. 
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On the other hand, the Viceroy’s response to the Qaid’s demand 
vas more accommodating. He made the following commitments: 


Responsibility for selection of Scheduled Caste representative was 
his; each party must be equally free to nominate its own representa¬ 
tives; it was impossible to decide major matters of policy if one of the 
main parties were strongly against a course of action proposed and a 
Coalition Government either works by a process of mutual adjust¬ 
ments or does not work at all; he would arrange for a Muslim Leagur 
member to preside over the Cabinet in the absence of the Governor- 
General and the Vice-President and also nominate a Muslim League 
member as Vice-Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee of the 

Cabinet; both parties would be consulted before fillino a vacancy 
in the seats of minorities - subiert ^ • uclure nmng j 

a share in the major portfolios the m ' n °" t >' re P r «entatives having 

the important portfolios between th ^ ^ distributl0n ° 

be League and the Congress. 

"Hie League Working p 

October 13 declared that thoupl^^? 6 ! ^ 1ts res °lution passed on 
scheme of formation of the I JLl TT not a PP''ove of the basis and 

according to the Viceroy’s decision ,u° Vernment > felt that since, 

members in the interest of the Mu^ had * ri g h ‘ to nominate five 
wouW be fatal to leave the entire fiSd "“* ?*> other communities it 

fi^nrembert'on b^ialf oftl^M^f^ ^ 1 evefone’ n j ,:ra j* <a , n «» ^ 
broadcast of August the Mus lim League in' , detlded to nominate 
---- g 24 and his letters® t o "c erms of the Viceroy’s 
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f ., congress’* insistence on including a member of th,.| r 
„ eU traP se ‘ h e ir quota, the Muslim League used its freedom „f c , loi , ( . 
'Lj<* in n its q uota a representative of the Scheduled Caste of 
1" n»' ,linate ,'ud been co-operating with the Muslim League. Some 
(tcng jl ivh '! l e Working Committee tried to persuade the Qaid to 
^■nibets ol ' Q overnme nt but he firmly declined, for he said he had 
joia thelnt erl '^ e ^ do hjs wor p > namely carry on the struggle for 
w t*rt ,am 0U the mos t difficult and decisive stage. The following 
Pakistan ° ur ' = representatives in the Interim Government: (i. Mr. 
,V , All Khan-Finance, (2. Mr. 1. 1. Chundrigar-Commerce, 
Itrdar Abdur Rab Nishtar-Communications, ( 4 . Mr. Ghazanfar 
% Khtn-Health, (j. Mr. Jogendra Nath Manda-Law. The 
E oress exhibited its petty-mindedness in the matter of re-allocation 
TK, V,« P 4 »,„,d one Of *. po«lbll«, E, re .n,l 
Affairs, Defence or Home, to be given to the League 
Congress would not agree. Finally, it consented to the allocation o 
Finance to the League perhaps in the belief that the League wou no 
be able to handle this subject. But it was to be disillusione in e 
matter in the following months. 

The League’s entry into the Interim Government, when the odds 
were against us, was a strategic triumph. The Qaid succeeded in 
putting the League into the Interim Government in its own right and 
without any commitment to join the Constituent Assembly in the 
way the Congress wanted it to join. The procedure originally followed 
by the Viceroy in commissioning one party to form the Government 
stood reversed. The League entered the Interim Government as a 
matter of right and not as a matter of grace and concession from the 
Congress. It did so as a separate and independent bloc without 
recognising Mr. Nehru’s leadership of the so-called Cabinet. Mr. 
Nehru had been trying to build the myth of a Cabinet with himse 
as defacto Prime Minister. The myth was no more. The reconstituted 
Government was the Executive Council under the Government o 
India Act of i 91 9. The League was certainly not opposed to the tran ^ er 
°f more power to Indian hands. But if the position claimed by r - 
Ne hru for himself and the Interim Government were recognised, 1 
Nv °tild have meant pre-judging the constitutional issue in a ® e , e 
pourable to Congress designs, namely a unitary Governmen 
"bole of India responsible to ’a legislature dominated by the Hm u 
^ajority. The League had to guard against this dange , 
b*ve militated against the principle of Pakistan. 

The Qaid-e-Azam told us thaT he had an d the League’s 

c °ncession from the Viceroy in difficult ci.cumsn 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


representatives were going in as ‘watch-dogs’ of Muslim int 
Their function was to safeguard vital Muslim interests and ^ 
the Congress from manipulating things in such a way as to thwar^T 
establishment of Pakistan. When the horizon appeared dark th 
Qaid again rose to heights of statesmanship and diplomacy and re 
gamed the initiative which paved the way for Pakistan’s emereencea 
a sovereign state. He saved the whole of India from disastef which 

the centre ^ ^ ** formation of a one-party Government at 
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LAST HOPE oi a UNITi l) INDIA 

».» of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan with reservations 
V nTwCg interpretations by the Hindu Congress was tanU- 
toU» refection because the Plan, as presented to the man, pol.- 
“Tnarties of India made it clear that it had to be accepted in Mo and 
witlt reservation. The League’s acceptance ol the Plan was lorth- 
i it was an honest attempt by the Quid to arrive at an amicable 
and peaceful settlement with the Congress without sacrificing essen¬ 
tial Muslim interests. In accepting the Plan the League was actuated 
by the following considerations : (.) The Muslim majority m sections 
B and C comprising six- undivided provinces could frame both i rovin 
dal and Group constitutions with regard to all hut three subjects anc 
the framing of these constitutions was to precede that of the Union 
Constitution; ( 2 ) The> provision relating to major communal issues 
could be used :to safeguard Muslim Interests in the Union Assembly 
and prevent the Union Centre, -from encroaching upon the autonomy 
of the Provinces and the Groups; (3) The Muslim majority in sections 
Band C.would be in.a position to negotiate with the Hindu majority 
bisection A to ensure safeguards Ion minorities on reciprocal basis ; 

(4) The whole constitution would be open to revision.at the end o ten 
)ears and at ten yearly intervals which meant, by implication, that the 
Provinces and Groups would have freedom to opt out ol the Union. 

■ 4 w ‘ * T n . - * -•] x 1 ■ 

_ The Cabinet Mission had apparently turned down the demand for 
akistan which had caused jubilation in the Congress camp. 1S . 

^ident from the'following remarks ol Mr. Nehrvi s paper the Notiona 
erald:* ‘‘Pakistan, the Pakistan ol Mr. Jinnah s conception, receiv 
? st ** burial jn die.document submitted by the Cabinet Mission. And 
e&t there should be any doubt about its demise 01 any e ‘ a1 '. . 

Possibility of its resurrection, it is emphatically announce 
a i net Mission’s sentence of death on Mr. Jinnah s Pa astan t 
t^ned the .approval of the British Government , The pe y 


%R eproduced i 


in Dr. I. H. Qureshi’s The Struggle for Pakistan. 
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QAID-E-AZAM 


As ' KN ew h,m 



ness implicit in these remarks needs no co 
forgot that it was not for any earthly povver^* 
of death on a people’s genuine urge for f r< -i° P r ° n °un C e J pr «*> 
demand for Pakistan had really been buried b\ 
t J| an, the Congress should have proceeded to accent C ' M '»W 

and not mutilate it by mis-interpretation. arKl1 'vork t h e 

During the protracted negotiations between the Cabi 
the Congress and the Muslim League it had become cl'cT 
representatives of the Labour Government in Fngland Wc ** \ ^ the 
biased in favour of the Congress and the Hindus 6 They were anx^ 
to appease the Congress even at the cost of the interests of theMusl° US 
and the minorities. Bearing this difficulty in mind, the Qaid-e-Aza™ 
by skilful negotiations, had extracted the maximum amount of conces’ 
sions from the Cabinet Mission. If the League rejected outright the 
compromise plan evolved by the Mission, it would have put itself out 
of court and there was every likelihood of the British Government 
transferring all power to the Congress, leaving the Muslims to their 
fate. It would not have been wise on the part of the League to take 
upon itself the onus of responsibility for wrecking the plan and thereby 
losing whatever sympathy there w as for its case in London. The League, 
therefore, made a tactical move in accepting the plan, thus putting 
both the Cabinet Mission and the Congress in a position from which 
they vvould find it difficult to wriggle out. 

The Cabinet Mission could not now go back on the terms they 
had themselves laid down. The Congress was taken by surprise as it 
thought the League would reject the plan and then it would be plain 
sailing for it. 

Apparently the Cabinet Mission did not concede sovereign 
Pakistan which pleased the Congress circles. But the foundation and 
germs of Pakistan were implicit in the plan. The Congress pleasure 
was short-lived and, on realising its implications, they began to mis¬ 
interpret and twist the terms of the plan, particularly the grouping o 
the provinces. The Congress stand was unjustified and the onus o) 
responsibility for the failure of the Plan thus fell on the Congress as 
the British Government’s statement of December 6 i 946, "clearly 
showed. The League lost nothing. The Confess by its own intran- 
sigence created a situation which forced even Mr Attlee’s Govern¬ 
ment to concede outright partition and Pakistan at a later stage. 

It speaks volumes for the Qaid-e-Azam’s statesmanship and persua¬ 
sive powers and the trust reposed in his sagacity and intern-in hv the 

to ■ * 
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lasT hope OP a UNITED INDIA 

s a |de to persuade the nation’s representatives 
Kti° nt,iat llC Uo accept the Plan, even though it outwardly 
4Le C° l,ncl f t j ie idea of a separate sovereign Pakistan for 

^^cr«gh«"g i,,r sevcn ycars - 

l" 1 ^' ^| c Pethick-Lawrence, leader of the Cabinet 

|. E,enthe velicl “ c ress sympathies were well-known, had to 
Utfon. f ’o.riubstantial and vital concessions” made by the 
, c tno' tled 5 e ' the interest of peaceful settlement, and he paid a 
Muslim L«g"^ , Azam ’s “courage and statesmanship” inobtaining 
tribute to the , for the Mission’s Plan. The British writer 

' k w U T e LunTbv a member of the Cabinet Mission’s staff, in his 

1 " Transfer of Pover in India, makes the following appre- 

to ” k ,J SDife of linnah’s insistence that the League 

fertt^tii Council, it was naturally and correctly 
Larded as mainly his work. As at Simla the previous month he 
a shown himself capable of taking a positive and constructive l ine 
Iks confounding the critics who alleged that he invariably negatived 
even proposal which fell far short of his vision of an undefined and 
impractical Pakistan, thereby exercising a veto on all constitution 
mvance. As al Simla too, he had contrived to make a concession 
without departing in any way from the basic principles ol his Pai tN 

I shall now deal with the short-term proposal relating to the 
setting up of an Interim Government put forward by the Cabinet 
| Mission on June 16. The Viceroy, Lord Wavell, had definitely gnen 
IGie Qaid-e-Azam to understand that an Interim Government wou 
I Ge lornied by reconstituting the Executive Council under the existing 
Constitution so as to consist ol five Congress representatives, fise 
.hslim League representatives, one Sikh and one Indian Christian oi 
.o-lndian and that the important portfolios would be equa ) 
C V *. between the League and the Congress. This was an important 
operation which led the League Council to accept the long-term 
'Lir) 0 ^ l ^" the Congress opposed this proposal, the Viccioy 

Q 4 i P .P ecl *t an d even denied having given any assurance about it to the 
tyy er) , e ^ zarn . The Viceroy next suggested a Council ol thirteen 
Mush et * S S ' X C° n S ress including a Scheduled Caste membei, hve 
^onp 01 ^ ea § Lle ar *d two representatives of minorities. Again, tie 
Phce CSS . tume ^ ^ down although the Qaid-e-Azam was willing to 
Vi Ce 11 x "* ore his Working Committee. Linally on June l6 » tlc ' 
0 \viy ^ ai ^ c the Cabinet Mission issued a statement setting out t k u 
tllv >sap'.T OSal to ‘ tlle 'ormation of an Interim Government. 
«incl Ur ^ a , n ' xecutive Council of fourteen members six Congif s 
n g Scheduled Caste members), five Muslim League, one Sik i, 
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, Indian Christian and one I'arsi. The names chos 




were, mentioned. 1 The most important part 0 f by thl 


* Vicenj 

was paragraph 8 which stated that “In the event of thTSS 
parties or either of them proving unwilling to join in the Se «*° mi i'>t 
a Coalition Government on the above lines, it is the intentio < ? >or 


Viceroy to proceed with the formation of an Interim Cove ° f tl " 
diich will be as representative as possible of those willi n - ernrnet 't 
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the statement ot May 16 
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ac cept 


In reply to the Qaid-e-Azam’s query the Viceroy furnished 
number of important clarifications—no change of principle i n ^ 
composition of the Council would be made nor would the number of 
14 be changed without the consent of the major parties; in filling any 
vacancy among the representatives of minorities, the two main parties 
would be consulted; the proportion of members community-wise 
would not be varied without the agreement of the two parties; and 
finally, no decision on a major communal issue could be taken in the 
Interim Government, if the majority of either of the parties were 
opposed to it. In another communication dated June 22 the Viceroy 
informed the Qaid-e-Azam that there was a strong reeling in the 
Congress circles that a Muslim of their choice should be included 
among the representatives of the Congress but it would not be possible 
for him or the Cabinet Mission to accept such a request. 3 The Viceroy 
had also communicated to the Qaid-e-Azam on June 4 the following 
assurance: “I can give you on behalf of the Cabinet Delegation my 
personal assurance that we do not propose to make any discrimination 
in the treatment of either party, and that we shall go ahead with the 
Plan as laid down in the Statement so far as circumstances permit if 
either party accepts but we hope that both parties will accept - 4 
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The Congress again rejected the proposal for the formation of 
tie nteiim Government. It may be mentioned that the main reason 

“N • C v°« n M eSS i* S r , e ,^ ction was the insistence of the so-called 
„“ Sl 18 , b f Cked ^ Mr - Gandhi to have a seat in the 

had no following 6 andT^repr" WaS . clear to everybody that they 
Congress Working Committee’s ^ tlve ca P acif y whatsoever. Th 
Viceroy by about noon on lune f™ 011 . was communicated to th 
Mission saw the Qaid-e-Az-m-. mme diatelv after this the Cabine 
- . Azam. During the interview there was no 
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M. A. Jinnah, Liaqnt Ali Khan, Moharr,^ i , 

Nishtar, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabbhai Patt/™ 1 * han > Khwai 


3 Ibid. J J wcr ,n L ngineer, John Matthai. 

4 Quoted in Khalid Bin Sayeed’s Pakistan~th e 
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v AST HOPE OF A UNITED INDIA 


the League "as time-barred in accepting the proposal 
" rithdrawn. Sir Stafford Cnpps made a somereaull 
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, iMttiaiduu, km -aumu v.iipps made a somers 
,: :i ;;; onC interpretation on para 8. He said that what i hi- 
fi P 0 * tu^oxx had intended Mas that any Party could join the 
iV'f* k )Ve mment even if it accepted the Interim Government 
xhis was clearly a misinterpretation of para 8. The 

existing of the lon g- term P ro P osal and the short-term proposal 
! ' i ^ “a whole and could be accepted and rejected in toto\ The 
t d immediately contradicted Sir Stafford Cripps and pointed out 
according to paragraph 8 and the assurances given by the Viceroy, 

_rk-irHr AxUlVh acronfr E U ^ *-_ 1 .1 


, l oicue or anv major party which accepts the long-term and the 

_1- .. — p pnfiflp.pl fp-k kn innl.kplnj L_ P-1_ 1 ,_• /I 


• “4 r 'i 

** i/^'Vi 








L (G J “ A J • O 

tort-term proposals was entitled to be included in the Interim Gov- 
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ern mdit. 1 was told that at his last meeting with the Cabinet Mission 
uther hot words w ere exchanged between the Qaid and Sir Stafford 
Cr’pps over the latter’s questionable interpretation. The explanation 
pui forward by him was that since both parties having accepted the 
L .g-term plan were qualified to join tne Interim Government a fresh 
arrempt would be made by the Viceroy to form the Interim Govern- 
ment. Referring to this, the Qaid later remarked: “A fantastic 
ir.d dishonest interpretation w r as put on the clause by rhat ingenious 
juggler of words, Cripps, and he debased his legal talents”. 5 Mr. 
Alexander, another member of the Delegation, intervened to sav that 
me Mission had not arrived at any decision and wanted to know the 
Qaid-e-Azam’s views. He also called the next morning at Qaid-e- 
wam s residence, io, Aurangzeb Road, and expressed regret over the 
previous day’s unhappy discussions. 



H Immediately after the Qaid’s interview with the Mission, the 
^' or ^ n g Committee passed a resolution agreeing to join the 
G°'eminent on the basis of the June 16 statement. Now 
^ ^ s ituation had arisen which called for action in terms of para 8 
Pile*- f C l6 Statement - P^ ain meaning of the para was that if 
r~!-eap" r ° tW ° ma i or P art i es —the Congress and the Muslim 

V ic J ro C l’ aS mawiffing to join the proposed Interim Govemnient, the 
of | S ° U ^ P r ° cee d to form the Government with the co-opera- 
staten tlC ° dler major party and such other parties as accepted the 
Put ° l6 ‘ As already pointed out, Sir Stafford Cripps 

fNt&atf ar n § - lantastic construction on para 8 in order to evade 
^t^rnarT °f ^ nteiam Government. Even a British paper like the 
° n their* ° !^ CW Dedli regretted that the Mission had gone back 
ftiay do s ? r s an d, in an outspoken editorial, observed: ‘ ‘Politicians 
S° but It IS not the business of statesmen to eat their words. 




in Ahmad. Specchss and Writings of Mr. Jinnah. 





Scanned by CamScanner 












- 


They should not risk bold, sweeping, unequivocal 

unless thev mean them and ran he PublicunO 


■111 


j 7 r lc 4Ulvoca.l n Li* 

unless they mean them and can be relied upon to f i Unf Wakj 
was so emphatically considered needful and p rope ° u ^ ^em. 
well, within ten days, have radically transformed ^ “jcaiCt 


Now what w'as the position? The Congress had 
long-term plan in accordance with the explanation andT 1 ^ '*>* 
given by the Mission itself. It had definitely rejected the"Z'S 
proposal. The Viceroy was thus under no obligation to ind T m 
Congress in the proposed Interim Government. On the other h ^ 
it was clearly the Viceroy’s duty to proceed with the formation of^ 
Interim Government even if the Congress refused to come in Th 
qualifying words “as representative as possible” in para 8 showed 
that the possibility of one of the parties remaining out had been 
visualised. Later, the Viceroy did, in fact, form the Interim Govern¬ 
ment with only one major party—the Congress—although it had not 
accepted the long-term plan as clarified by the Cabinet Mission. Thus 
a breach of faith was committed which was, to say the least, unworthy 
ol responsible statesmen charged with the task of transferring power 

to the main elements of the Indian body-politic in a fair and just 
manner. 



As I have pointed out before, the speeches and statements ol the 
ongress President and other Congress leaders created a situation 
ich w recked all the efforts that had been made to bring about an 
ernica e settlement of the constitutional problems of the sub-continent. 
. a ^ e Qaid-e-Azam could not remain silent. He took up 
Parliament- 655 * ° allen g e - The speeches of the British spokesmen m 

L co c nvincing - T1 ->- a ? 

tions anrl ,, c ~a </ e C° n gress persisted in its misinterpiets 


J . p A U1U 11KJL 

tions and used Its* hr* t ! 16 Con S ress persisted in its misinterpre 
undermine the basic te ^ ma J ont y’ *n the Constituent Assembly to 
Plan. rms and conditions of the Cabinet Mission I 


Qaid-e-Azam, therefore n i 

" aitt f e and , ^ the same time 1 N * meetin § of the Working Co m- 
Mushm League Council at Ron i C d an extr? ordinarv meeting ol the 

r ^ -re denounced, ieclar^ 27, 28, l9 ' x 94 6 - Cong- 
stood by our acceptance of the rY- tl0n Was made that we no long er 
ol protest against the British Govt Mission ’ s Plan and as a mark 

,M e n nd u C ° n § ress > reso?v e dT t S P atent partiality towards 

ntish titles and honours. The Leo at Muslims should renounce 

2 Council also declared tltat 
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,an Stephens: Pakistan 
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below the actual resolution that was put to vote and carried 
jsiastic scenes. Needless to state that it was what the Qaid 
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“Whereas the Council of the All India Muslim League has resolved 
to reject the proposals embodied in the statement ol the Cabinet Delegation 
and the Viceroy dated ibth May due to the intransigence of the Congress 
on the one hand, and the breach of faith with the Muslims by the British 
Government on the other; and whereas Muslim India has exhausted without 
success all efforts to find a peaceful solution of the Indian problem by compro¬ 
mise and constitutional means; and whereas the Congress is bent upon 
setting up Caste-Hindu raj in India with the connivance of the British; 
and whereas recent events base shown that power politics and not justice 
and fair play are the deciding factors in Indian affairs; and whereas it has 
become abundantly clear that the Muslims of India would not rest contented 
with anything less than the immediate establishment of an independent 
and fully sovereign State of Pakistan and would resist any attempt to impose 
anv constitution-making machinery or any constitution, long-term or 
short-term, or the setting up ol an Interim Government at the centre without 
the approval and consent of the Muslim League; the Council of the A 
India Muslim League is convinced that now the time has come loi the Mus im 
nation to resort "to direct action to achieve Pakistan, to assert their just 
rights, to vindicate their honour and to get rid ol the piesent Britis r s a\ery 
and the contemplated future Caste-Hindu domination. 

“This Council calls upon the Muslim nation to stand as one man behind 
their sole representative and authoritative organisation, t u - n 
League, and to be ready for every sacrifice. 

“This Council directs the Working ^ om ^ tl ^ u ^ enunciated above 
a programme ol direct action to carry o 1 J , launched as 

«d to organise the Muslims for the coming struggle to 

a ucl when necessary. 

f ,c pir deep resentment of the 
“As a protest against and in token ° _ the Muslims to renounce 

attitude of the British, this Council ca s U P j* en Government . 

forthwith the titles conferred upon them \\ 11L Q a |j 

’When the “Direct Action” Day resolution " a P 
St °° d U P spoke as follows: ct in D ur history. 

‘What we have done today is the m ° st Le ague don f,."! }t But 



e done today is the hn Le ague done , 

the -hole history of * ^ 


“ ev er have we in the whole “ b const.tt — 7 

by constitutional methods and ThlS day 

are obliged and forced into ^ 

■ g°udbye to constitutional metho s 
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He went on to say: “Throughout the f ate f . 

the Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy, the* oth 
British and the Congress, held a pistol intKe ir C r ^°P^ 

anrl arm« mid fllf 1 rithf a r r»f maoc --- I ’ the Ohn _r> * LR 


I 





rity and arms and the other of mass struggle and*- 1 " 6 ° ne °f * *** 


Today we have also forged a pistol and arefin a n n ° n C °~°P e rati ' 
Thundering applause of those assembled greeted this t0 Use i? 
declaration as they had not heard their leader speak irTfi^ arid W<1 
before. ‘ n t ' us strain evei . 



We could well appreciate his anger, disgust and fr us t 
had done all that was in his power to arrive at an honour p| tl0ri ‘ 
ment—a settlement which gave to the Muslims an honourabl 6 
under the sun and, at the same time, preserved some kin/JT^ 011 
of the sub-continent. But to no effect. Congress was i„ no 
mood to share power in the sub-continent. Its arrogance was nat °! 
and it was this arrogance which eventually brought about the partition 

?. nd ^\ At first > in , utter dis g Llst > th e Congress leaders like P^tel and 
later Nehru, were happy to rid themselves of the Muslim nuisance 

the Cn d ' d n0t , ta j e ° n , g bef ° re remorse se t ^ »n the realisation that 
ngress had, in haste, committed a grave error. As a result 

year in the " ^ h — d » d -barrassed each da lit 

US b ck a IZT'T 'T Pakistan wiU crack up and India will take 
Creator we T ^ H ' S , errin S son - Nonetheless, thanks to our 

be ri ee but also to progress - And 
started on September 6, , 96f ) whfch Indi^f^^T "T ( " hiCh 
the world ample proof if „ r d a orced u pon us has given 

determination to live as /c°° Mere necessary, of our mettle and 

Ue as a sovereign nation. 


The day fixed for Direct At H 

e scene when each one of thp August 1946. I remember 

meeting walked up to the dais * j ° ders P rese nt at the Council 
amidst loud cheers and vociferous'T announce d his renouncement 
humorous scene when Sir & au iTT^ 0 "' ' als0 remember the 

of his right hand. '' gUms and found a resting?*"?' 1"’* 

sung place in the palm 

The ohspsi-are»<-:^.__ r 


The obseiwations of a n 

Muslim Uaguf Council we d6Cisions of°the°T e ? WeekI ^ P a P er of 
f UsIi - league can^ h : ‘TheT^ 7 ^ ^ 

" " eek S CatadySmiC 

' e League fr om the 
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cke r of the Muslim Nawabs, Noons and Knights into a 
SpiaaO' ra ^ aSS organisation dedicated, by word if not by deed, to 
. ev olu tionary ilust struggle, compels us to express the sneaking national 
^‘■"^^^dinlomat and strategist of Jinn ah’s proven calibre were at 
* ish & at a * t | e Indian National Congress. There is no denying the 
I • Ixiest master-stroke of diplomacy Jinnah outbid, out- 
fact ** b ] 'ut- manoeuvred the British and the Congress alike and 
fitted a ' 1( l^ e ’commoii national indictment that the Muslim League 
> un ; site Q f British Imperialism”. 7 
is a p 

The Muslim League’s strong reaction to their perfidious attitude 
1 "® „ leaders out oi their complacency. They had 

Aook the S litjes and resourcefulness of the Qaid-e-Azam s 

underrate 1 Jj‘ outs Q f the Muslim nation for which they had to 
leadership ana u 5 *-V»*»i r obiection was not to 

par- They no- began to forced upon a pro- 

the principle ol grouping bu g P * . the term 'sovereign 

vince placed in the same section n Z ssem bly was unfettered by 

they did not mean that the Const, u d y isions by a majority 

anv conditions and would be tree to make ns dec ^ ^ 

vote but that it would not be subject ^ wj(h a dilemm a created 
press Working Committee which half-hearted attempt, 

by its own President’s utterancesjwfe ‘ and pose as if it 

through vague verbosity, to explain i ts resolution stated, 

had met the Muslim Leagues 0 Je f Jj the proposals contained 
inter alia, that while they did not a PP l ° c , ^re sc heme in its entirety, 
inthe statement of May 16, they ac< j e P t ^ e acceptance by asserting 

But the resolution immediately qua 1 the inconsistencies contame 

that they interpreted it “so as to resolve tte ^ pr|ndplcs laid down 
[ in it and fill the omissions in accoi ^ inc j a l autonomy lS a ^ 

in the Statement They ho '" e f ig ht to decide whet er 
provision and each province fu f ‘interpretation w * r e ss 

or join a group or not. Questions |tse lf and ^e Congre 

by the procedure laid down m the ‘ acco rdingly • 

Mil advise its representatives to u re solu- 

Shorn of its verbiage and 

fun was merely a reiteration ot 1 ^ fU P emen t dated A “f| he Congre. 53 ' 

Congress. The Qaid-e-Azam m a ‘ b j ene ss put U P eS „lve any m- 

thoroughly exposed the show o re- IVeedon^ t^^ ^ JCC0 rdance 

^ pointed out that the Congi oll ah that 
insistency and fill any omission am * 






. lhe Other Side- 
iv ? Frccdoffl » 

1 Quoted in Abdul Wahid Khan’s India Ji(j . 

8 V. P. Menon: The Transfer of Power m 
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with the principle laid down in the Statement. The r 
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tinned to hold that every province had the right to decid ^ S 
form or join a group or not and that questions of interpret' Vhether to 
be decided by the procedure laid down in the Statement^:' Voul| l 
Qaid-e-Azam pointed out that no such procedure was laid’d T e 
interpreting the Statement or any clause thereof except the for 
majority’. As for the Congress reference to ‘internal limltati '^ 
the Qaid-e-Azam posed the question as to what were these H ° nS 
tions which could not be overruled by a sovereign Consul™' 1 '' 

11 lia. ai j -r j . . © ^ uu:> ntuent 

Assembly and what was the remedy it any decisions were taken b 
the Assembly which were repugnant, ultra vires , or incompetent of 
the Assembly to adopt. The Qaid-e-Azam concluded that the situa¬ 
tion remained as it was and they were where they were. The Cong¬ 
ress had yet to realise that the blunder they had committed could not 
be rectified by mere verbal jugglery. So tar as we were concerned, 
this decision of the Congress was an after-thought to save the situa¬ 
tion for the Hindus. The horse had, in the meantime, bolted from the 
stable, and it was meaningless to close the door thereafter. The 
League led by the Qaid had moved to a new forward post! 


I 


‘Direct Action’ day i^its ° Wn P ° litical ends ’ inter P reted 

tion countrywide publicity 0 ur \ 1COSe sense and gave this interpreta- 
as publicly stated, was to hold m ^ aS * C P ur P° se in observing this day, 
of explaining to the Muslims andT^I-F over India with the object 
rejection of the Cabinet Mission’s PI i W ° rld the reason for the final 
time, to expose and condemn the tTL'’ the Lea gt>e and, at the same 
Government. But as there were res °rtecl to by the British 

the All-India Muslim League Work?™"?? i ' bout ‘Direct Action’ 
Bombay on August 2, i 94 6, to r emove 8 , Com mittee again met a 
-- them *nd resolved • 

ra A 1-1 TV- 1 


at 


Abul Kalam Azad: India Wins Freedom. 




Referring to the Muslim League’s decision to withdraw its accept¬ 
ance of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad makes 
a candid confession: “I was extremely perturbed by this new de¬ 
velopment. 1 saw that the scheme tor which I had worked so hard 
was being destroyed through our own action”. 9 They did not expect 
such a forthright and hold stand on the part of the League and were 
undeL the impression that, after some bargaining, the Qaid would 
ta e considerably less than what the League had demanded. That 
tieir calculations were absolutely mistaken is clear from the stand 

maBe y e Um Ua § ue to which reference has already been 
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, „, s observed by Muslims ami mc«t| n _j Wu 

mr'-’ 1 ' ‘ yhere was there any disturbance but i n C X 
Xt the Congress and I I,nth, Mahasabha cnguifetUbe 
f' r l loot, arson and killings in which the worst sufferer, 717,1" 

org)'° c 

^ l,n . . , . 

r in the Mai dan getting ready lor the mammoth meeting, 

vVe ‘Direct Action’ resolution was to he explained. It fi 
4t which the ^ ^ t t | iat t he Muslims had made preparations to 

* efr C1 Tnd kill the Hindus on that day. They were merely coming 
, a not a' , l isten to the speeches ol their leaders, 

t^Jdren and womenfolk in the Marlas and Bustees.w 

leaving then c sQ jf they | iac ) any evil intentions. In any 

constituted only 24 per centof the population of Calcutta and 
S’would not choose this city to indulge >n noting which m any 
event was not in their interest. 

It is true that the Muslims declared August 16 as a public holiday 
to celebrate the day ol ‘Direct Action’ but in no circumstances was 
‘Direct Action’ meant to be a battle royal or carnage. It was a day to 
record an emphatic protest against the British Government’s policy in 
by-passing the Muslim League and to explain the Direct Action 
resolution of the League Council. August 16 was declared a public 
holiday because we, the Muslim Leaguers, wanted to have a record 
turnout from every comer of Calcutta at the Ochtorloney Monument 
Ending in the famous Maidan of Calcutta. We expected a gathering 
ol between two and three hundred thousand Muslims, coming in 
P r °cessions and jathas from all over the city. 

h was around 11.30 in the morning that, while working near the 
^romaent, 1 received news that at the Circular Road end of Corpora- 
'° n ^ tr eet, Hindus were throwing bottles and brickbats at the Muslim 
c essionists passing through the street below. Later, a few more 
T S We ' e re P orte ^ and at about 3.30 in the afternoon, news came 
Husli 6 Si ^ 1S an< ^ Hindus in Bhawanipur District had fallen upon 
had 'r* vvomen and children. By that time, murder, loot and arson 
of ^ rea( ty started in several areas of Calcutta. Had it been the plan 
C Muslims to kill the Hindus and a few Sikhs, they would not 
e *■ their women and children in their Bustees and homes and 


*V 


P e ople s hutments. 
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trooped io'v."ds tlu- M*l«l»n knowing that if they killed » f(!w , , 

ihotiMmls of tluir wmen and children would be nJJfij* 


thous 

massacred. 


1 ruslu'd l" Uhawanlpur where I was almost killed by » Sikla wh „ 


thv ust his sword through the. ventilator ol the driving window of mv 
t ar it was sheer instinct ol si ll-preservation which made me throw 
mv body as far back as 1 could. The sword passed my chest with a 
clearance of about two inches without indicting injury. This was not 
the only attempt on my life during the three (l ightening days through 
which the citizens of Calcutta lived. On two other occasions, too, 
God willed that 1 should not die. 


During the three agonizing days I engaged myself lor sixteen and 
eighteen hours a day in picking up dying and wounded Muslims from 
Hindu quarters and Hindus dying and wounded from Muslim quarters 
and rushing them to hospital for urgent treatment. My blood-spattered 
car had to be washed inside and out, every morning. Thousands of 
innocent men, women and children were brutally massacred bringing 
back to memory the days of Chengez and Halagu. Corpses lay in 
heaps on street corners and on roads, heaped like carcasses in a 
slaughter house. In Bustccs where the minority was butchered with¬ 
out compunction and compassion, human beings had overnight 
become irrational beasts—a terrible slate ol a Bairs indeed! 


1 may state that the blame lor not calling in the Army by tie 
evening ol August 16 must rest squarely on the shoulders of air 
Frederick Burrows, Governor ol Bengal. He failed to quickly realise 
the gravity of the situation and to take action which would Have 
stopped the carnage. 


>ed the carnage. 

Furthermore, as 1 stated on the floor of the Bengal Legislative 

Assembly soon after the disturbances, I would have been the first 

person to advocate the public hanging of Mr Suhrawardy, the Chief 
Minister ol Bengal, ll it was hie ; . ® • • auniaw v, _ 

of a few Hindus and to ^^ , "f ntlon 1 * 0 ^ng »!»“« the ^ 
children in their hom.'s in rctll remsands ol Muslims women 
could have contemplated such ° n ^ a *°°l an d not Suhrawai y 
famous leaders and debaters of ^° Ve * Not one ol the nation^ ) 
Mahasabha bad any answer to U Hindu Congress and 
started and the mob began to lose^t- Statemen t. Once the 

rnmnlpi'plv mil* nl 1 . _ 


ivianasaona nao any answer to congress ana Hind 11 

started and the mob began to lose^h statement. Once the killings 
completely out of control and the*ca mental balance, matters went 
to the world would always remain i f i!' nage th at Calcutta presented 


completely out utmuui and t j le -- fiance, macieia ■ 

to the world would always remain a ^at Calcutta present 

human history. ‘ s g ra cef u l blot on thc sheet 


of 


to^ 

ted*' 
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1 ,ye not seen a man work so hard and act so swiftly to try and 
conflagration as Suhrawardy. But, as 1 have said, human 
c0 Ittr° l a lcUt ta ceased to be human and it was only after the third 
|S M , an j Muslim leaders got together and formed a peace 
hli.lt H*n , __a. r'cilrutta he.CTcrina the nniwUiiAn 


wm il b t Hindu anu . , _ . ° ° . . - - r , -" w 

|y that ^ hich went round Calcutta begging the population in 
!Lmi ttee " „ to control their emotions and to have respect for 

joint n^nit- _ ^ _„„ ^T-Iinrlii Mnhasmhha Darl#»vQkin 


ilS " 1 

olood-spatteiti : 

. Thousands o ! 1 
sacred bi 
Corpses y ® 
carcasses ® 1 
iiitchered "‘J 
had oven? 
ndeed 1 - 

P* 


(heir i oint n T f ' e first the Congress and Hindu Mahasabha leadership 
human We- * ear to Suhrawardy’s appeal to join hands with 

had refund to g ^ u in an effort to bring human passions, 

STh* run riot, under control. 

, cceDt the view that the Muslims 
To sum up, it is not con , P ble for them . what happened 

started the disturbances and e P d der their c l eV er and 

wiS that the Hindus, knowing^position, ck of Direct Action’ 

able leadership planned wou ld not only put fear mt< 


I i/V 

feet ,y, 

b ly, M 

,/ ./V* 

" h/jl* 

* ; 

: y/i 

fl ' 3 f ' 

l 


11 


IU lllv-'V-' ^ * i , 

With such direct action of then ( the rest of their 

the hearts of the Calcutta ^f ’^^^^ent. They wanted the 
brothers and sisters throughout 1 ^ b their leaders hip 

Muslims to be so intimidated that the) Hindus Their 

and also their demand for independ . ; „ rew doubly 

plan, of course, misfired because Mushm determination gre 

strong as a result of the happenings in Calcutta. And 

expression of view but a fact o istory. 

i A Hindu leader Mr. V. C. Dalvi, General Secretary of the All- 
India Lower Grade Postal Employees Union, in a press statement date 
September 18, 1946 put the blame for the Calcutta riots squarely on 
the Congress. He said, “The Calcutta disturbances have been created 
by the Congress. The whole blame lies on the shoulders of their leaders. 
They made speeches in strong terms and challenged the Muslims. 
They asserted that they would crush the Muslims. Calcutta gave them a 
chance. 1 cannot understand why they did not avail themselves of that 
°Pportunity. On the one hand they say that the British should quit and 
°n the other they say that the British should protect them. What sort 
of logic is this? Does it mean that with the help of the British bayonets 
th ey want to crush the Muslims? if that is so, it is really shametu 
diat tH e y should ask the British to quit India.” * 

hn Stephens, former Editor of Statesman, was present ir ? ervance 
V en the riots broke out. The remarks he makes on t SJ -g n ]fi- 
the Direct Action’ day and the happenings in a cL meetings 

^t: “Except in one city nothing of note except g 

‘Corning hlews dated September 19, 194^- 


Scanned by CamScanner 



r’v 




' 




> ■- 




t £ 


1 , Direct Action day, August 16; and such evi.i, 

)ened on uneci „„,„i i „_, *r nu t 


h»PP en£ j °‘‘ n0t show that the League’s central leadershin tr M 
be f " much to happen. .. -The Day, it was explained, ^ 
anything m -League Council s resolution would be n ^ 

-iar irXfc. «.» r ,.,^*5 

exp n Stens which we propose to take for self-preservation and self 
Ti re’ It was ‘no declaration of war on anybody. The meeting 
dC e ‘u ein themselves be ‘Direct Action and those who came Wt » 
T?w behave peacefully.. . .it is inconceivable that the members 
o'f the (Bengal) Ministry could have wanted an outbreak such as 
Innened if only because there was no possibility of the Muslims 
J n P n no. Though they enjoyed a majority in Bengal as a whole, 
her were heavily outnumbered in the province s capital, then proper- 
ion of the population there in .946.probably being less than 25 per 
rent Even perhaps during the first day s fighting and certainly 
durino the second and third, Muslim losses were the worst. Appar- 


unrig the second anu umu, ** c 

entlv'"local Hindu organisations, hearing rumours that some sort of 
Muslim attack was contemplated, had made formidable counter- 


preparations 


” 11 


The Qaid, a peace-loving and constitutional-minded man, 
abhorred violence. The happenings in Calcutta on August 16 and the 
following two or three days upset and pained him beyond measure. 
His feelings indicated that, notwithstanding his external reserve, he 
was at heart intensely humane, for the sufferings of innocent huma¬ 
nity deeply affected him. For months he could not get over what 
had happened in Calcutta. He expressed his grief over the massacre 
of innocent Muslims and equally he was sorry over the death of those 
Hindus who had been killed though thev had nothing to do with the 
political conflicts. I can recall what he told me about the lesson to be 

treatment The Mushms ^should' n ^ S " H< f 1 “ ThiS P roveS . wh *J 
they exist as a minority i„ uXded Tdi!” ma) ° r ‘ ty 


11 T J ese amours, as already explain ^ 

and n'np«;; r *»o^«| y 


A,,'* *">1 the 


Hindus took the 

■ 


Jr 


il 


The Calcutta incident was not- «.u c , . . 

reports of disturbances i n . he * lrst nor the last of its kind; 
and Bihar lollowed. Feelings Wp ^’ Noakhali, Garhmukteswar (U P) 
ii^s of Muslims in Calcutta that | n ? amed by the larae-scale kill- 
Tipperah d.stncts though gromiy^J^* 0 re prisals i„ Noakhali and 


K-i e n ; a t d c rr s ? bout thcm 

1 e number ot those L -n the British Governor 

k,Ued was low in the three 
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grated exaggerations; falling into an altogether different 
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d exaggerations; tailing into an altogether different 
u, t happened before in Calcutta—and from what was 
f f. from " n ‘ in Bihar. According to statements in the British 
i !a ' t0 folio" November the number did not exceed 200. A. 
^•nmenb dur " lg , no t tally issued in Calcutta in May 1947 gave 
, ' auent ° n , ?• L e lf of' 220 and for Tipperah 65. Certainly the 
u for N° akh , a ..doited by influentially placed Hindus for pur- 
r aval ' vaS m 1 ” I t General Sir Francis Tuker, G. O. C-in-C, 

^ph e ‘ ^ pj-Qpag^nda • .1 _ fm.nn rli<5T\<~»<:itinnK in t-Vw» 


'<1 


j 

!«(. 
WORt. 1. 
at Soffit*i 


i-ram 


nd"**" 

,#<■ 

t »ei 0<il ' J 

‘be<i 
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fjs 
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CrfrPP’fwho was in charge of troop dispositions in the 
P° 5 r 0 mm a ndi v n . c . follows* “Our estimate was that the 
f^eas, also testes as follows^^ ^ Terrible 

H Wiled in th ' S ep ' S °t, were blown over the world by a hysterical 

harm in India by Undling in 

Lbanceswere h.ghhghte ri ^y it ^ aggravated the situation, 
^ dtOU :,: n iveTof Muslims in other provinces. 

endangering the 

1 shout the Noakhali incidents in the 
The virulent propaganda of unprec edented magnitude 

Hindu press resulted in terrib g Jf [ , Q f lawlessness, 

perpetrated by the Hindus m ^.^/f^eral days. The loss in 
murder, rape, arson and loo p about , . 0 ,ooo Muslims 

life of Muslims was reported to be 30, . R -.1 Referring 

were rendered homeless and had to seek re uge m g 1 much 

..thismassacre, lanStephens says: “A new feature emerged. much 
of the butchery of hopelessly outnumbered Muslims ore every . go 
of careful prior planning being the first of several such abominations 
10 occur during the next twelve months”. 13 The observations o t. 
funeral Tuker, who was a witness of the gruesome scenes inBiiar, 
e ) ( en m ore revealing, hi his book While Memory Serves, he 
terrible doings of 1946 this was the most shocking. 
V^ astar(1 'y s 'de was that great mobs of Hindus turned suddenly 

Wliv ef i P re P ar ation for the deed, upon the few Muslims who 

Ik.. CQ »and wW* r_ .c .1 . xr. v r - 



vUivetf ] P e P aratlon lor the deed, upon the tew 
,lv «, : h ° Se ^ ore ^ at hers had lived, in amity and trust all their 
who wa CS t vei T f^'odu neighbours. It has never been ascer- 
j ^ exti r p ati ^ e ° r g a nising brain of this well-laid widely-planned 

and cpL , , t ^ at we do know is that it went according to 
<1 wuv edule. Had it- n n t* o « r n. x i-i h 1 ^ *• t~r n la Q . f 1111 \ ( 



Pre P a red U ' C ^ n0t ^ een SO ’ suc ^ ^ ar § e mo ^ s ’ 

^ "capons, would never have collected in. the 

ls ^S Si r c 
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H * mP and moved with such obvious, fiendish intent f r 
ome rt “ i _ f a^a _ 


time and movtu ‘ > * ulc nt t rom • 

victim.. • • The number of Muslim dead—men, women and chill" 11 to 

... , __ 1/i ino was about icon tn nil drer^ 


m this short, savage killing was about 7 ooo to 8000.... The »** 
committed were terrible and a foretaste of those to come J° G ‘t 
mukteswar a few weeks later. Women and their babies were cut 7' 
butchered with an obscene devilry tha^ a civilised people * 
even conjure forth in their imagination . The Bihar Musli ms , vhr 
sought refuge in Bengal were afforded all possible help and relief bv 
the Bengal Provincial Muslim League and the Bengal Ministry. Th e 
Congress leaders of Bengal in their inveterate hostility towards the 
Muslims had sunk so low that they raised a cry even against the 
humanitarian act of the Bengal Government in providing relief to 
the persecuted Muslims ol Bihai. The Qtfid _ c _ Azam raised special 
funds for the Bihar Muslims and appointed a special committee whose 
members headed by Khwaja Nazimuddin and Malik Firoz Khan 
Noon toured the province of Bihar and arranged relief for the distressed 
Muslims. 


The Bihar tragedy was followed by another horrible incident in 
UP. At a Hindu religious fair at Garhmukteswar on the river Ganges, 
Hindu pilgrims set upon and exterminated the Muslims not only 
on the fair grounds but also in the nearby town. The dead were 
estimated at about 2000. The police stood by and did nothing to 
stop the killing. In Ian Stephens’s words, “The U P Ministry succeeded 
in wrapping a heavy blanket of silence round the whole business . 



Some idea of the diabolical acts committed at Garhmukteswar can 
be formed from Lt. General Tuker’s account: “Here at Garhmukteswar 
there was no provocation.... Practically every Muslim man, woman 
and child was murdered with appalling cruelty. Either here or later 

and the^nfants’T" 1611 rl PP e d up, their unborn babies tom out 

was tp^nd women an^h lT -d on the ground. There 

and tom apart. These hellions looteV 6 !?!' 1 by the legS by bU ‘' ly 

the dead and dying into the fl an< ^ ^urnt the mcia 14 stalls, casting 

some of the killings were by s t mCS ^° st Were killed with spears but 
was the ritual method of the T ^ ngU ^ tion which, it will be recalled, 
about, laughing with gl ee a t m urderers’ women stood 

menfolk - lS e burni "g booths, egging on their 




1 have me ntioned the massacres which 


14 Mela Local Fair. 

15 Lt. Gen. Sir Frances Tuker: While M emory s 
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nmitted the gruesome and heart-rending tales 1 * r , 
#7'lw that they were masterminded and very well pujjfe 
op They moved on the same pattern and with the same a\ m -l 
sbk fC the Muslims of India out of their wits and, in the process, 
tcirP a bandon their following of Mr. Jinnah and their claim 
Iti3ke tun | an( ^ "This plan, with God s help and Muslim determina- 
for ^ v * ii v /Vs 1 have stated earlier and which bears repeti- 

r 1 E 1 Muslim 'masses reacted differently. The ugly happenings 
Son, , determined to achieve their goal and through this 

B a,le them mo Pakistan shortly after these dastardly 

determination tney 

dimes against humanity. 

certain provinces which show ^ desperation . Owing to the 

‘combine vveie driving 1 i been imposed on the Muslim- 

machinations of this com me dominated by the Congress 

maiority province of Punja Khizr Hayat Tiwana. 

J the Sikhs with a pliable Muslim Frem£ ^ 

in its desire to suppress the Muslims urg^ ^ d orders dec l ar - 

clamped rigorous restrictions on civ _ disciplined, peace- 

ing illegal the Muslim League National Gu ^ dist P ur bing peace, 
ful organisation—which had never een gt Y Provincial 

The pfke wanted to carry out a search f leaders pro- 

Muslim League. This move was resis e L anldot> § Mian Mumtaz 
minent among whom were Nawab j ifrtkharuddin, Mian 

Daultana, Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan, M.an Muslims 

Bashir Mimed and Malik Firoz Khan Noon. Ml s ^ ct, ° nS including 

joined the movement but the part played by us unj rema ’ r kable. It 
ev en purdah-observing women, was particu y . t b e 

... g remained non-communal and peaceful in c a ” C mann er of 

bee of provocation. The Government resor e le _ arrests __but 

repression—lathi-charge, tear-gas, firing, large - demand 

nothing could break the people’s spirit. Ultimately 
‘°r restoration of civil liberties had to be concede . Hayat 

popular indignation swept away the Ministry itself an victory 

hvana resigned on March 2, 1947. This was, indeed, a & rea , 1 Q f 
or the forces working for Muslim freedom and the ast 
ri Ush Power was laid low. 

The leader of the Muslim Learn,e Party, the Nawab of Mam^ot; 
^w71l°s!r™rt: t M a miSt - ry and Y aCC l pt f in the n Cembiy. But 
violent demonstrations i n a bid to prevent the lorn,at,on 
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lasT hope of a UNITED INDIA 

Jr . ,,nnsition exposed the inconsistency between 

' Hindus. The ' r , “rlctices. As Leonard Mosley observes : “Liaqat’s 

SS the millionaire backers of the Congas 
K had heavily so p , v > s claim to be socialist . ,7 

Showed up J e l ^2e°rs’ espousal of the cause of Big Business 

its*:v r e 

“0^'reaU.Ue .hiding « .He questiond 

partition. 

All these developments made it increasingly evident 10^^ P f ^ 

tial observer that it would not be P ° SS1 g ar( j ar Valabhai Patel, 

united India any longer. Even a die- ai . • t ^ wa s better to 

« we learnt later, had come to the concision |hat^ ^ a unired 

divide India rhan to have instability an m w hole sub-continent 

country. The aim of Hindu domination over 

tad to be abandoned. 

But 1 must stop going into further detauUest t! the writ- 
out to write these pages gets out o ( e f or independence 

m g of a detailed history of the Mus 1 jff ise d knowledge 

the tragedy of ,* S7 to accomplish the. 

^ 4ve the advantage ol recoids a 
pbcult task. 


1 set 






Ef -' 


Leonard Mostly*. The Last Days oj the British J 


■ ' ' . ' 
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XV 


PROJECTING MUSLIM CASE ABROAD 


A 



t the end of September, 1946 , Qaid-e-Azam told me that h 
had received, as President of the All-India Muslim League 6 
an invitation from Mr. Ogden Reid, Proprietor of the New 
Herald Tribune , to send a representative to the New York Herald Tribune 
Forum to participate in the debate on India and to present to the world 
the Muslim case tor independence. He told me that he had decided 
to appoint me as his representative and would ask Begum Shah Nawaz 
to accompany me to the USA to counteract the Hindu propaganda 
that the Muslims were reactionaries and their -women -were neither 
politically awake nor exercised any rights and, therefore, if Pakistan 
were founded, it would be an intolerant and theocratic State. As I 
have written elsew here, to me the slightest desire of the Qaid was a 
command. I accepted the assignment and, accompanied by Begum 
Shah Nawaz, whose association with me I welcomed,' attended the 
Herald Tribune Forum. 


The moving spirit and the dynamic force behind the Forum was 
Mrs. Helen Reid. 1 have rarelv met a lady so able and yet so modest. 
From the hour Begum Shah Nawaz and I left Karachi and for two 
w^eeks thereafter, we were the guests of the Herald Tribune. We were 
looked aftei by the newspaper s representative and correspondent in 
London during our day’s halt, were received at New York bv Reid’s 
youngest son, Ogden junior, now Ambassador Reid, and were taken 
to the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. We received nothing but kindness and 
hospitality from our hosts plus some valuable introductions. 


1 spoke to a large gathering in the Waldorf Astoria ballroom and 
the speeches which were delivers! f , ' , r arP 

broadcast to the world . 1 I was c / ^ Forum P latform ' , 

first Muslim sent abroad to present IV C, ° US of f the fact that be,n S 'Y 
_ P CSent the case oi the Muslims of the sub* 


1 This speech was reproduced in full in the Herald T I 
magazine of December i, 1946 r 
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arat e honiiehnd, a heavy burden ot responsibility 

for a - K | acquitted myself to the best of my ability. 


W 


I 

■111' JyvH 

pty. 



■lit f° r 1 \ me. I acquitted my sen to the best ol my ability. 

11 ii 

t m Shah Nawaz and 1 addressed several meetings 
■yeaft er > *7^ () f t b e United States. 1 must say that the Begum, 
Imp 0 ' 1 '"’. 1 '1'uamentarian, mode quite an impression on the 
111 enp‘ ,,ic,ul , ' f| ucn t speeches. It was at these meetings that we 
Jknce f 1 ’ i„ r noran t and ill-informed the Americans were of the 
IT ° Ut h °ld & what they knew of our sub-continent was what they 
thl . nropaganda machinery ot the Congress in the 
W b-arnt l«>m \ of them thought that there was only 

United M Jtes ' , . -j t) rl pht to call itself a political party and 
|h0 Congress which had I ^6 ^ , e as a who | e . They were 

ubich reflected w NN Congress Partv alone was fighting 

*j' r TH India But svhen matters were explained 
lor the independence ^rf them at least some ot 

and the Muslim point of view was p aced be 1 ^ j, ^ years 

those present began to realise that t iey i< < t |, at t he Muslims 

bv Congress propaganda, it strong ^ ^ A j ust c | aim 

were a nation almost one hunch ed m >- 

to nationhood and a separate homelan 

in the course of our tour of the United States '“'^t^Shah 
T nbunc Forum when addressing the Indian Mus im . ^ ^ destiny 

Nawaz and l were so confident ol oui cause an muc | 1 before 

of our people that we told them that Jwould have our 
a nyone calculated or imagined, we, e J trU e because, 

Pakistan. By the grace of Allah, oui p>' l \,'. C ^ n came into being and, 
within ten months of our speaking, P a lS t . aS Pakistan’s first 
| diree weeks thereafter, 1 set loot in New o | visited them 

^rnbassador. When mv friends called on me o Imperial 

^ places like Detroit, Chicago Sacramen < ^ .. With 

Va, fey, I was reminded of our “prophecy • ) e _A z am, we have 

Mlah’s help and under ihe able guidance ot Q aK1 
Se eured our homeland”. 

Our tour of the United States included Washington DC 


, Sunt Shah Nawaz and 1 went lo 


‘ s btcludetl > a 0 f State, 

lor a day ' ointment was, ;here- 


__ _ there- 

Dean Acheson, was out of town. An a PP°,!J^ n gto n with^ the 

<)re , made for us by the Herald Tribune ° ice a r the interview, 

'ennanent Under Secretary, Mr. Lov Henderso - . gay an d made 

Vv Wh lasted almost an hour, he heard w hat we ‘ d States Gov- 

that the tin« f ' 



r '°^ es - This, perhaps, was the first time 
M foment at Washington was officially" a PP rl 

Muslii^s \-, v QauV’s authorised representative. 


ised of the ease 
As we w 


of the 
pore leaving, 
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Mrs. Reid became a good friend and helped me 

* in the early months of mv amC y dur » 


1946 tour and latei 



- ■ * tny ambassarU ; itiv 

USA, for which help I am beholden to her and shall a| ' S1I P *n fh‘ c 

ways be. 

Time , the popular weekly, adopted, for reasons U nkn 
of us, a strong anti-Pakistan attitude immediately We attai' 1 ^ 
freedom. Hardly a week passed without a caustic and grossl ^ ° Ur 
paragraph or two appearing in its issue. The Luces, owners oT T 
paper, were friends of the Congress and particularly of Pandit Neh 6 
Thev did their best to lend a hand to India. I remember one of the 
articles which contained the following words in describing the finan 
cial position of our new State: “and the check bounced”. The 
father of our Nation was subjected to unwarranted attacks. I was in 
despair. I approached the State Department for help. I received 
sympathy and understanding but was told that it could do nothing as 
the Press in the USA was free and any advice or request would be 
construed by it as interference. In desperation I went to see Mrs. 
Reid at her office in the New York Herald Tribune and told her how 
bitterly disappointed and pained I was with the treatment accorded to 
Pakistan by Time. She heard me with sympathy and promised to do 
an hat she could and she did. The Luces were her friends. Criticism 
NNeakened to vanishing point and, shortly thereafter, died. 

Just as our tour was coming to an end at the end of December, 

1 946, we received intimation that the Qaid and Liaqat Ali Khan 

would be visiting London in a few days at the invitation of the British 

if tG u l SCUSS ^ le ^ ate t ^ e Cabinet Mission’s Plan and that 

return to fond 7 WOrk ’ L We should return to London. On our 

Hole" whileThe Oafd^T '' Nawaz and 1 «ayed at the Savoy 

arrived, were staying as'guestsVrt A “ Khan > who had '^ 

^ e British Government at Claridge s. 

I reported briefly on what h*A I 

Forum and also in the course of ^ ha Ppened at the Herald Tribune 

we had utilised the occasion to*** tOUr t ^ le ff n ' ted States and how 
leaflets explaining the Muslim L^ nnt tens thousands propaganda 
them throughout the United StcUef^ P ° int ° f view and distribute 

The next day or the day following 

M get ^ e u’i a tele § ram arrived - He askfd a m the Qaid and I were dining 
Mr. Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah, Karachi* °r°P en if - It Nvas from 

forming him that the 
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!ce or request w 
; ion I went to 
'ihne and told herb 
le treatment acci 
thy and promised»- 

> her friends. Criw* ] 
hereafter. & 



„ u ac ] swept the polls in the re-elections. 1 
peag ue 



Lie haci — r -v..wv, t .v/ 1JJ . i was uncon- 

|j,n ^ , at the news. 1 handed the telegram to the Qaid who, 

Viably ^ onocle, read it and smiled. The smile was of satisfaction 

hi s ^ 


the' d ' 

yy 

Kkk 

n (0 j at f. & 


rn 


pt fl 


X/i 

r 4 

^ / 


yj 

I r occasion, talking about his discussion with the British 
On an °told me emphatically and categorically that he had told the 
Cabinet, ,ie t ^ iment that unless the Congress accepted the Mission Plan 
British G° ver tion whatsoever, it would not be possible for the 

slffiiy ^ . _ .1^ v-w-I xmA -it- in RnmKav Hp folrl 


*ith° uta ' ue to revise its decision arrived at in Bombay. He told 
^that there appeared no possibility o f CongreM.aecepting the^Plan 


, ,3 9nnedlcu llv , possibility of Congress accepting 

h ditiona\lv! and there was no going back by the Muslim League, 
unconcii r } _^:. r _ IiC ^nrl t-haf was to po forwaid. 


one alternative for us and that was to go forward. 


. .1 to London the Oaid considered it time that the 

case for Pakistan and to count, act the Cg J ^ 

the Muslim demand. He decided that behin^Altaf Husain, 

up an Information Centre m London. He W Centre ?t a 
Fditor, Dawn, who had accompanied him to■ s* ^ A|uf 

suitable place. He asked me to finance the p I t]wt t | me it 

Husain with my advice. In the war-ravage . Centre, but 

was not easy to find accommodation . ^ n0 P r Gardens, 

eventually we selected an apartmen in 


i r n^lhi Colonel Majeed Malik 
The Qaid had decided to send Iron D Muslim League and 


The Qaid had decided to sene. - ■ Muslim League 

then working as Publicity OHtcei o (Q hea(i t (, e Centre. In 

also as part-time leader writer ol Dawn, » r r) a , vn London, 

the meanwhile, Z. A. Suleri, then Correspondent 
'vas placed in charge ol the Centre. 

1 -^r-rture to be distributed 

Altaf Husain was asked to prepai e soim * , t bree pamphlets 

% the Centre, and he produced, as far as 1 reme ‘ and “Fifty facts 

called “India: the last io years”, “Why Pakistan. , 
about Pakistan’ 


One night, vvell past miclnight, 1— ca jj e d iVlu —-- 

Jrie Centre should also publish a perio ica j on January » 
^lia News RnlIetin’’. agreed. A few days later. a re c^ 


i suggesting that 

idnight, M-f te^nedn ^ , 


News Bulletin". 1 agreed. A few ^ touched at a rec^ 
• > .- Centre was ia he printen 


ft* 

/x 

i i A «■ 


" J L7 > the Muslim'India Information Cent. J issue 

ll °n pi von Uv; r^lnrirlao's clt which tic 




t'on given by me at Claridge’s a 
^Hetin was distributed. 


blot many months afterwards* bowe 


it became 


• leaf that 


I 
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Pakistan would come into being much sooner than vvc ha l 

and therefore, the Centre gradually ceased to limcii'.n '"''‘'I’* 11 ''), 


This authoritative statement f 

represented the triumph of our leader’ & ' tis ^ Government, indeed, 
fating skill. That he should have extract ^1 ° f state, ™nship and hego- 
~ et SL,t 'h a statement front ,x 

a MC,1 ° n: Thc Tran * r °S ^wcr l n , ndia 



The Qaid’s visit to London and his discussions with tlH 

Cabinet were encouraging. Though no agreement could | )( U 

with the Congress on the disputed clauses of the Cabinet 

. I 1 J 1 I 1 , - ivlissi( 


Plan owing to the Congress leader’s obduracy the statement^ 0 * 1 * 1 


by the British Government on December 6 was a complete vindic • 
of the League’s stand and exposed the intransigence of the Conor I 
The statement, after recalling that the main difficulty had been about 
paragraph 19 (V) and (VIII) of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan of Mqy n, 
declared: “The Cabinet Mission have throughout maintained the 
view that the decisions of the sections should, in the absence of agree¬ 
ment to the contrary, be taken by a simple majority vote of the repre¬ 
sentatives in the sections. This view has been accepted by the Muslim 
League but the Congress have pul forward a different view. The 
Congress have asserted that the true meaning of the statement read as 
a whole is that the provinces have a right to decide both as to grouping 
and as to their own constitutions. His Majesty’s Government have 
had legal advice, which confirms that the statement of May 16 means 
what the Cabinet Mission have always stated was theii intention. 
This part ol the statement, as so interpreted, must therefore be con¬ 
sidered as an essential part of the scheme ol May 16 for enabling the 
Indian people to formulate a constitution which His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would be prepared to submit to Parliament. It should therefore 
be accepted by all parties in the Constituent Assembly”. 2 The state- 
ment further urged the Congress to accept the view of the Cabinet 
ission in or er that the way might be opened for the Muslim League 

significant 1 * attitu ^ e * statement ended with the following 
significant declaration of policy • k 1 . cn p r f 

of success for the Constituent A.'. , i never been an X P rOS P eC , 

procedure. Should a constiU| l ' mbl >’ exc «pt on the basis of an agreed 

tuent Assembly in which a | aro > , COme to be framed by a Consti- 
notbeen represented. His MaifsLTr’ 10 " 0t the Indian population had 
contemplate—as the Congress k ' J ° yerniT ient could not, of course, 
plate—forcing such a consti/«-• ° State< ^ they would not contem- 

country ”. 3 “"st.tut.on upon any unwilling parts of the 


v. 


L 

■ i 




A 
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lich had little sympathy lor the Muslims ,m<\ w | WlS) ; 
[ rnl1 ient W’ Con „ re ss was undisguised, was more than we could 
tftjitv for the -lengthened in our belief that Pakistan would 


K ialitv IUI * 3 strengthened «» ^ — v .. I 4i.e.ta,P wouki 

HL. We Ttv within a matter of months. During Ids stay in 
'■'Lie J rea1 1 addressed a Press Conierence and a well-attended 
ISn ‘ he . Q *' lt Kingsway Hall at which he explained the case lor 
Lblic nieet [ Dg | o thoroughly exposed lhe perfidious conduct oi the 
^ and , he betrayal of solemn pledges and promises by Brnish 
C l«l a Tli Pronouncements had a good effect on British 

public opinion. 

, rn Calcutta I had barely had rest for a few days 
After my retutn ‘ ’ hen on the 4 th of February, 

sored by Government to Middle Eastern countries He told met at 
it was the Qaid’s desire that I should undertake the mission. So, in 
writing to the Qaicl on the £th oi February, 1947* ^ state 

"Chundrigar telephoned me yesterday and asked me. to lead the Tiadt. 
Delegation to the Middle East. He told me that it was your desire that 
1 should undertake this mission. Once more, 1 have obeyed youi com- 
mand arid I hope there will be n.o restriction whatsoever on my carrying 
on political work in the time that l can claim as my own, i.c., between 
meetings and functions that will be arranged for our Trade Delegation. . . . 


The Delegation left Karachi on March 9, 1947. 


* 




In the Middle Eastern countries which the Delegation visited the 
jtoirie of Jinnah, his organising ability, his quality ol leadership and his 
over the Muslim masses were already well-known. Whenever 
^ US ^' rn mern bers of the Delegation were interviewed or introduced, 
a ^ narne °f Jinnah automatically cropped up coupled w'i»h praise and 

1 ^ ,aC ^ We honour oi being received in audience by' Amir 

a nd U ^ ^ ca ^ ec I on l he Prime Minister, members oi his Cabinet 
sp e n l et 0t ^ er Important entities of Iraq. In Iran, I was granted a 
C ' a ' nt erview by the Prime Minister, Qavam-us-Saltaneh, who was 

HAri,P Cll i 8atlou insisted of myself as leader, Dawood Habib, C.C. P vc ‘} "y i 

C °f Karachi, Members, M. Ayub, I.C.S. Secretary, Mr. b™him Zamal A • 

Ust 1 t v ' se1 ’ av 'd■ Maulana Jamal Mian Firangimahel as my _ I 11 '''' 1 ' 1 ' *. ‘ • > „i >w 
" all"'I ren dered magnificient service in putting across the Muslim League f . 

the countries the Delegation visited. 


' -t>’\ * 
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at the time holidaying on his tea estate in Lahijan, and al 
ters and leaders of public opinion and members Q f met Mi 


nis. 


srs or public opinion and members of t i 
Jordan, some members of the Delegation accompanied i ^ ress ' lt\ 
went to pay my respects to King Abdullah. During 0 ^ e ^ I 
Amman, we met the Ministers and prominent citizens in 

dom. In Turkey, we called on the Prime Minister and the $ i g ' 
of the Mejlis , besides meeting some Ministers, several leaders 0 f , , er 
opinion and prominent newspaper men. In Syria and Lebanon th 
Presidents honoured us by granting audience. We also met A ■ 


Prime Ministers, other Ministers and leaders. 


From every capital that the Delegation visited, I reported briefly 
on my activities to the Qaid. I do not possess copies of these letters 
which were handwritten, except for one which I reproduce below: 


28 th May, 19+7 


My dear Mr. Jinnah: 


The object of this letter is to bring to an end 
Eastern tour. 


my report on our Middle 


the President of § the. ^khwan-uUMml' ^ T* a S ain the Grand Muft ‘; 
Muslimeen, the Prime Minister NomTsb^’p 1 ^ He . atl ot t,le Shabban-ul 
the Commerce Minister, the Anricult^ ' Finance Minister, 

munications, Nahas Pasha and the ton mister > l he Minister of Com- 

Pasha, Hassouna Pasha (Governor of Alexand ‘ 6 f >art y. Ali Meher 

Pasha, several heads of Government Depart^ Pasha, Fargaly 

ol public opinion. As usual, I did not nds^V ^ i ourna ^ sts and leaders 
Muslim Embassies in Cairo. In the Hedjaz, | C .' V1nce of calling on al 

almost evervnnp who Pmintnrl in tk/. 1 *.. > I *"le Dl'i Vih»nro ^ 1 " 


almost everyone who counted in the political ' ^ lhe P rivil ege of meeting 

1 » economic, • ■ * 


It/ . d 1 

mfuc 


ip 

1/ $ 


if 


if 


I / 




Of course, at every available opportunity, we made it a point tocon- 
tact the men who counted in these countries. We the Muslim members 
of the Trade Delegation discussed trade during certain hours of the day 
and spent the rest of our time in explaining to our brother Muslims 
the raison d'etre for our demand for Pakistan. For the first time the 
Muslims of India were afforded the opportunity to contact the outside 
world at Government level and explain to them their problems, aims 
and aspirations at the expense of the Government of India. The 
Hindus had utilised scores of such opportunities in the past to do the 
same work of trying to convince the world that they were the legiti¬ 
mate children of mother India and wanted to rid themselves of British 
rule. They, in their propaganda, ignored the very existence ol the 
large number of Muslims who also inhabited the country and tor 
whom India was as much a home as it was for them. 




K 

kach 
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,rountiT rro,,, uie Lr °wn Prince to 

l,io «' interested in our affairs. The Finance Minister is 'w™ 

„*> fl'throne and I am glad to say that .n Egypt and i„ Htdjaa , 

Welcome and sympathy from our brethren as I did i„ , he oth '* 
. wme j w ve visited. 



roU«* 


[tries 

With 


s that "”e 


kind regAi 


rcls, 


Yours sincerely,- 
HASS AN 


, a k 0V e, it would appear that we followed the same proce- 
^ f ° mne Muslim capital which we visited. We met similar per- 
re in eve p^ overnmen t and opposition and leaders of thought and 
mI^ 5 - ° . d em and for Pakistan. And, everywhere, the response 
K* and encouraging. 


When the tour ended, 1 decided to take a fortnight’s rest in Egypt 
, r ^ e fore returning home. 1, however, received intimation 
J“ . | ndia that fresh developments were about to take place and that 
hhould return home. I, therefore, returned post-haste in the last 

week of May. 


A couple of weeks before the departure of our Delegation from 
Karachi, Mr. Attlee, Prime Minister of Britain, had made a statement 
in Parliament on the 2oth ot February to the effect that the British 
Government had definitely decided to part with power and had 
nxed June 30, 1948, as the final date for British withdrawal from 
India. 


He went on to declare that His Majesty’s Government wished to 
over its responsibility to authorities established by a constitution 
Plant edb) al1 part * es * n l n dia ln accordance with the Cabinet Mission s 
Pfho Ut ^ ere was no dear prospect that such a constitution and such 
c °nstitu t eS W ° U ^ emer g e - If» then, it should appear that an agreed 
W t0c ; n r ld n0t ^ ave k een worked out bv June 1948 it would 
G ° Ver nmett V 0 Wh ° m it: sl ' l0u,cl transfer the powers of the Central 
^ For Britisl 10 ^^ aS a w * 1 °^ e to some form of Central Govern- 
Cd ernnaerits or ^ nd * a ’ or ln some areas to the existing Provincial 
£ ‘J the b es t i SUC ^ °^ er " ay as might seem most reasonable 
fc^owed the teieStS ^ nc ^ ian people. This statement clearly 

not e that^K° S ^ eCt esta blishment of Pakistan. We were 
^ V* Pakis ta u P ° ,ic y P t,r sued by the Qaid had succeeded in 


10 1 Us tan 

: Uf ' nt Cr'' S thi 




s ^ r( j r ’ ste P by step. Events were inexorably 
} Nv J ail d, paradoxically, the Congress leaders, by 
ere themselves helnina to hrintr about a result 
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opposite to that which they desired, that is, their own nJM 
actions were ocina to result in the break-up of tint ' 

they swore. ' 

J 

Some days later, Lord Wavell was recalled and the ,i~a ■ 
energetic young man, Lord Louis Mountbatten, wartime h>Z\ f 
South East Asia Command, arrived on March 22, ^47 am j 1 
sworn in two days later as Viceroy and Governor-General of Mia 
It was the general impression at the time that Lord Wavell had Mr, 
accorded this shabby treatment because he had tried to rectify toiom 
extent the wrong done to the Muslim League under His Majesty* 
Go\ernment s orders in the formation of the Interim Government. 
As was Lord Mountbatten’s habit, he started work in India with a 
aniare and grandiose publicity. He got down to his duties full oi 
rive and wanted to discharge the responsibility entrusted to him in 

* S , 0rteSt tlme * wan ted a place in the history of the sub-continent. 
Bv the time he retired as the first and last foreign Governor-General 

gained the g, ° ry he s ° ug r, t j , n the 

rempmK k- ^ n dn India but our pages of history will always 
inS on M„^ lm pain ! ully . For llis P art in the infliction of untold suffer- 
ever forget theRad* Iff P“°P ar ' ,lsin g Pakistan’s vital interests. Can «e 
and the Kashmi - ° 1 1 ? ward, w hich was changed at the last momenfi 
we? ' P r ° em > t b e seeds of which he sowed? How can 
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aD cliffes betrayal AND SIKHS 


apparent to us “insiders” that the Partition nf 
rfruff '* heC !ZX- -pla^aJUM- ^ iP 1 ^ M u sl i m and no n- 

irm* Which w ere rnntiffinm^ 


pgat**— ... (. n deviate, me miiaim* .^^.^.ship was faced with an 

^jpunsaUing-J^ The ' <iivision 0 f i n dia on the above basis obviously 

up of our majority provinces of Bengal and Punjab, 
nl eant the b \ f t h e provinces of India in which the 

k ‘*° '"'“Jed an overall nrajorit,. I know how disjointed 
Muslims const , nrosnect of losing Calcutta, a great 

,1* Calcutta Mud..« - re a, ,h,e pro pe,' ° ln j 

L ll*. Calc... « d. 

t H .‘illn, po oladon o, H gr ~ = ^ 

whelmingly non-Muslim. The loss of C ^ ^ ^ of Ben?a| and 
but it was unavoidable. Similarly, , fwe were to get our free- 

Punjab were to be cut off on tbesan le n.Url-e-Azam ende av- 

dim and establish a homeland for o P P ^ itj f orn “ AJI 

°3iedJiisjitrnost_to_2^tain_the_£royinc£smJ^^L^^— couJd 

the pressure which he could exercise^ and J forking Corn- 

muster were of no avail. But our g _ convince d that in partitioning 
nuttee, of which I was a member, w t one inc h 0 f land in 

the land strict honesty would be observ ‘ which was contiguous 
which the Muslims were in a major y t j a 

“ Muslim-majority area, would be given 


t) 



Qaid-e-Azam and his Party did all ir ^experience^ wrest all 
an <i means with their collective ingenui y P efforts were not 

*at they could for their future homeland-but th ^ ^ , lf it had 
^hely successful. The mind of the Britwl^ ^ presented hj 

' ^ he Partition, it had to be on the b f 1S ° [™£j n tbatten of Burma, 

^Viceroy and Governor-General, & J ^ 

mck was ki 



was known as the Plan of June 3 

249 
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■LpcUFFES BETRAYAL AND SIKHS 


(, l 


insiders” that thf Prirtilion .of 


h . fc 

rnlf.rs of In dia, 

priJ^ ^n rvia te the Muslim leadership was faced with an 
*w f t~Tlic division of India on the above basis obviously 
Kate predicament. ority provinces of Bengal and Punjab, 

meant the cutting up o om majority q[ . ^ ^ which the 

the WO largest anil 1 <■ nl1 ioritv 1 know how disappointed 

Muslims: constituted an ^ losing Calcutta a great 

the Calcutta Muslims were at the pro po. J ^ studded 

md prosperous city boas mg o excellen- po at the 

uith big and thining 1 per cent. The majority was over- 

teE a Muslim population o 4 P was a terrib | e blow 

whelm.ngly non-Muslim. The 1 ^ ^ flesh of Bengal and 

but it aaas unavoidab e. Snn arly , f ^ were to get our free- 

Punjab avere to be cut off on the san n 3 id-e-Azam ende av- 

im and establish a homeland lor o P P PV istino form All 

the pressure which he could exerci c « •, Working Com- 

muster were of no avail. But our great leader and plrt u ion i n g 

mittee, of which 1 was a member, were convinced ^ J-titiomng 

the land strict honesty would be observed and n contiguous 

lich the Muslims were in a majority and which was contigu 

to a Muslim-majority area, would be g ,Ntl1 to 



Qaid-e-Azam and his Party did all in their P 0 ''®t and^dev ^11 
J id means with their collective ingenuity and exp- ^ were not 

tKat they could for their future homeland—bu > jf it had 

entirely successful. The mind ot the ® rltl *\ VV . ] an as presented by 
to he Partition, it had to be on the basis o t. 1 ^ of ^ 


~ -- r , pla Mountbatten of Burma, 

aeir Viceroy and Governor-Genei al, 
wKue i .. dUm rxf lime T, ’947 


' v l X— ' > V. 1 1 V J. VJ ^ ' 

v\as known as the Plan ot June 


.1 } 
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In accordance with this Plan, two Bound 
to be set up, one to deal with the partition of th Tp C ° mm 'ssi 0ns 
with the partition of Bengal and also the separati “ an<1 wt' 


A^ v 

V 


separation of 

"■man ^ |> 

y Musi 


Assam. Each Commission would comprise' 77>,' Jn ot Sylhet f 

, __. t j | j ^ ^ «i v^nai-— '■« 

membei 

League. 

Both major political parties consented to the appoin 
Cyril Radcliffe as Chairman of both Commissions. Th e p”** 
mission consisted of Justice Mahajan, Teja Singh, Din Mohfnied° m 

in h S.A. 


h 



“ > e 




ile 1 


Munir. The other Commission was manned by Justices Akrar*^ ^ 


Rahman, C. C. Biswas and B. K. Mukerjee. These Commissions 
according to provisions ol the Plan, were instructed to demarcate the 
boundaries of the Punjab and Bengal on the basis of ascertaining the 
contiguous majority areas of Muslims and non-Muslims and also to 
take into account other factors. It was clear from the wording of the 
instructions that th e prime consideration before the Commission 
to be ‘contiguous ma jority area*; of Muslims and non- Muslims’ an d 

‘ other factors’ w ere only to he a subsid iary comi deratioa.-Neither as 
regards Bengal nor the Punjab were the members of the Commissions 
able to reach agreement. It was, therefore, finally agreed by the 
members of the Commissions that the Chairman, Sir Cyril Radclifte, 
should give his award. 




ij veb 


views i 


Radcliffe, a Judge of the British High Court, reported to be an 
honourable and able man, free from bias, a Britisher who had no 
concern with the inner workings of the Government of India and the 
existing political parties of India, was naturally taken at his face value. 
It did not take the Qaid long to discover the true Radcliffe who allowe 
himself to be influenced by Mountbatten in gifting away certain con 
tiguous areas of Muslim majority in the Punjab— parts of Gurd aspw' 
a nd Firorp ur—to I ndia which gave her a passage to Kashmir th at s 
rrmld n ot claim, and thus sowed the seeds of trouble betwg. en 
PaHgfnn ar> d India Part-itjpn, 


“During 
would be 
that no i 
terms of 
three da 1 
i in the \ 
of the 1 
! vote, t 
the pi- 
a u.d vvi 
liked. 


How could an honest and upright man like the Qaid suspect th^ 
the words ‘other factors’ carried, when twisted, a sinister meaning* 
How could he have ever imagined that the words would be util> se 
by an ‘honourable barrister’ and judge for handing over contiguous 
Muslim-majority areas of Firozpur and Gurdaspur districts to Hindu 
In dia to ensure lor it a roadway to Kashmir ? It was considered 
unthinkable for an honest Englishman to do such a dishonourable p» ctC 
of work. Yet he did it. When the Award’s publication was delved 
beyond the scheduled date, we began to worry. We were told that 
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,, ,vas being brewed in Radclifte s stills. R umour 
.ujnsj f award which was ready was in the process of beina 
if that *e * tbat ten’s directive. And when the Award was 
j J iin^' j w ] ia t we had heard turned out to be correct. 

^ r00 f is necessary to establish that Radclifte was 
]eat ou the Bench of His Majesty’s High Court of 



:i #j 

r .w • 


I 

M ' ■ ' 

F v. I 

jn, 

t’iJ 


y.j 


* J that he did not decide the case entrusted to him on 
}t,i^ nirt d ; e equity, intellectual honesty or in accordance with the 
nierih l 1 ! 8 ^ | es w hi c h were clearly laid down in the terms of reference 
H^ 1 roduce the opinions of two of our own distinguished judges 
iS Hi?h Court who were appointed by the Qaid-e-Azam to the 
p f aband Bengal Boundary Commissions, namely Mr. justice Moham- 
^Munir and Mr. justice S. A. Rahman, respectively. I am gratelul 
t0 f}j em for their kind permission to do so. 


I give below relevant portions from Mr. Justice Munir’s version 
views in regard to the notorious Radclifte Award: 

"During the discussions, the Chairman also hinted that the report which 
would be submitted to the Governor-General would be his own report and 
that no report bv a Member would be sent up. This was contrary to the 
terms of our appointment and we were to realise its significance only when 
three days later an amendment to the Indian Independence Bill was introduced 
hi the House of Commons making the report of the Chairman the report 
of the Commission. . . . Having been deprived of the right to judge and 
'ote, the members had been reduced to the position of advocates of 
the parties. Our reports were not to be a part of the proceedings 
and were mere wastepaper to be thrown away by the Chairman, if he so 
bleed.... 


area and, 
had to 50 to 






Gurdaspur District came up first. It was Muslim majority 
therefore, if a district was to be taken as a unit, the whole o it . . 

Pa histan. But if what Mountbatten had stated about this District in ns 
P fess Conference of June 4 was right and the District had to he partitioned 
the Pathankot Tehsil could, as suggested by the Muslim League, e - e P 
rom 't and joined with the contiguous non-Muslim area. Shakargar ' its 
0nl y a Muslim majority area but also a physical entity, "ita 
e *sterri boundary and could not conceivably be sp it up. 

The function of the Commission was to separate the contiguou^^ ^ 
ai td non-Muslim majority areas and not to di\i t prope .. [, ac k\vard 
u siness assets or to separate the intellectually coe °f there lay the 
are as. f ac t; j n the figures relied on by the non ^1 st f or a century 

strongest argument for the partition of the country. 1 ^ wea l t h of the 
the Muslims had been exploited by the non-Mus imS ’ f t fi e Muslims 
non-Muslims in Lahore represented the sweat an * position that the 
a nd it was with a view to doing away with this intep 
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♦The Nawab of Mamdot, a big Zamindar and 
Working Committee. ’ embcr of the All-India Muslim League 










, , ^formation, were communicate.! to him over the telephone and 
", information so supplied was reduced to writing, 


rf 2 tn 

th * 1 


rlintr to that information, the Tehsil of Fcrozepur and Zira had come 
And thiS iS P rec,scl y VvKat Sir C y ril mentioned to me when 
to ^ 'j e>v ed him. How is »t then that these Tehsils went to India in the 
• iftte ?an a ouncecl on the 17th ol August? I he only explanation possible is 
altered the Award some time between the 8th and 17th of 
^ ‘ j ienL lie was in New Delhi. It is also clear that he of his own accord 
A^ not ma ke the alteration as he must have known that the original 
w0U , ^ a( i been communicated to Sir Evan Jenkins and no fresh arguments 
“ ,, addressed to him after the 8th to persuade him to alter his decision. 

■rjte irresistible inference, therefore, is that he must have been prevailed 
upon by Lord Mountbatten to make the desired alteration. 

“Further there is intrinsic evidence to show that this part of the Award was 
not th<: result ot an honest endeavour to arrive at a just decision- 

Did he not plav politics when he stated in this part of the Award that ‘it 
^oukl be in the interest of neither State to extend the territories of the West 
Punjab to a strip on the far side of the Sutlej ’, when these strips were described 
bv him in the same paragraph of the Award as the area in which ‘not inconsi¬ 
derable’ Muslim majorities are found. And had he not been told earlier 
that the joint control of canals which he advocated in this paragraph was 
out of the question and not a matter within his scope? Am ast y, c 
not a joint control be suggested for the other two canals that take oH Iron 
the Ferozepur Headworks by giving at the same time effect to the con ig 
majority principle in favour of the Muslims? 

Take now the Gurdaspur District. Was it not a Muslim 

True, the majority of the Muslims here was^^nkot Tehsil had been 
majority have automatically risen appreciably ' m ng factors 

"P*ndd and joined to India? And then what were ““° rh 

to partition Shakargarh, a Muslim majority lcu> • Iwsical feature, the 
W to be partitioned why not adopt as basis the -ajo^h^al^^^ 
havi, but choose as the boundary line neither the risei ^ the p un j a b 

fUjh river) but the western branch of this stream w verc j j to be 

Province from the State of Kashmir?' Was gurdaspur intended 
sacrificed suitably to a desire to connect India Wl 1 

Expressing his views on the demarcation of th®be» <■) justice 

** and East Bengal and Assam as then constituted, Mr. j 

^hman writes; 

irh him (Radcliffe) 

“With regard to East Bengal proper, in cur dary further east 

got the impression that he was inclined to * t j ut he should p ro ‘ 

of Fhe Riser Mathabanga. He was obsessed with the ' ionS with regard 

'*de a hinterbvnd to Calcutta for West Bengal. 


k Mr. justice Mohatncil Munir’s article “Days to Rcmenibei 
fimcs in issues June 22 23, and 24? 1964* 


published in 


the Pakistan 



Scanned by CamScanner 









,f >n» 

for 


c ct ->nd West Bengal were finished at Calcutta. For the ,(; 

,0 E J- „ Svlhet and CacKar, wc journeyed to Delhi where w,. 
7 ga fod&ons. while starting iron, Calcutta, , had w'ril™ f ' 
ul . aint the necessity for fixing the East Bengal boundary at least 7" r 
he Mathabanga River I .ha, he eventually saw my 

fixe d the boundary along that River. 


“I had armed with him that since he was giving the whole „r Baraset ,„b 
division to West Bengal for the benefit of Calcutta, he should, „„ sin)| £ 
considerations, give us jalpaiguri and catchment area of the Tees,a R iver ln 
*e interest of the integrity ot the rtver system of East Bengal. He did 
agree to this suggestion 


“With regard to Sylhet and Cachar, the position was, as 1 had argued with 
him at Delhi, that Kanmganj and Badarpur areas of Sylhet were Muslim- 
majoritv areas and there were three Hindu-majority Thanas to the south 
of them, adjoining the East Bengal border. These Thanas were however, 
completely surrounded by Muslim-majority areas and I contended that they 
would come to us by geographical compulsion. I clarified the situation 
b Y reference to maps which he had got prepared. Sir Cyril at that time 
made the remark: ‘1 don’t see any escape from this conclusion’. He 
was, therefore, evidently of the opinion that my contention was acceptable. 


“With reoard to Cachar, I had contended that the Hailakandi sub-division 
which adjoined the Sylhet district on the Fast, was a Muslim-majority' area 
and should, therefore, be assigned to us. At that time he did not appear 
to be disinclined to accept this argument. 


“When the Award Avas announced, however, 1 was surprised to find that he 
had awarded the Muslim-majority areas of Karimganj and Badarpur to 
Bharat and only allowed the three non-Muslim-majority Thanas to us in 
Sylhet, with a small surrounding area. He thus deprived us of a big chunk ot 
the Muslim-majority area and, further, he did not give us an inch ot land 
out of Cachar. To say the least, this was a most surprising and unfaii decision. 

What happened behind the scenes, I an, unable to say, but you can draw 
your own conclusions.’’* J J 




rea 

In 

foi 

Wf 



RadcliffeM l”engttfthis^chante*'° C I , Mun ' r ^ Rahman S vieWS ° n 
to retain the impression thutRa M ° "°a waM interested countries 
strictly in accordance with the 1° ^ ^is Award honestly and 

common decency. Let not a BriC f lnentar T Jaws of justice, equity or 
or believe sincerely, that British'; ^ toda )'’ or in years to come, say, 
Let him not think that Radcliff e r J. USt ' ce is always clean and unsullied- 
o the sub-continent, that be trear^, an h ° nest P art in the partition 
o equal tty that he gave to the Hindus^'™ and Hindus on a footing 
Muslims What belonged to them. Tobutheirs and to the 

Lord Mountbatten entirely 


’"His letter to me dated September 2 , 

Z J > 1 < 




I 


I 
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uld be to shift * 


on to 


up to w u “ r *' auui ne s sho\ 

■»* i5 no excuse tor a judge ot the British High Court that he was 
*M' c ed by the Viceroy to do what he did. A judge, by the very 
it*r of the word, means a person who remains a judge in all 
^ tanccs, above fear, influence or pressure. This is a view with 
am sure, no Britisher today will be able to differ and he will 
* the role that Radcliffe played in making an unfair division of 
^ major Muslim Provinces of India. 


An idea of the strong reaction of the Muslim intelligentsia to the 
Radcliffe Award can be formed from the statement issued by 
HjjL time of publication of the Award. I quote here an excerpt 
from the statement as it appeared in the Statesman of August 19 , 

1947 : 


‘‘The Award is abominable. It violates the fundamental principles 
of contiguous majority areas. It is devoid of justice and Muslims have 
again been the sufferers”. 


My reaction at the time was, without an element of doubt, the 
I reaction of every politically-minded Muslim except, of course, the mere 
handful of Congress stooges and ‘quislings . The Bntis ei, no '™ 
I for his ability and integrity, had betrayed the Mus im nation. 

\ weighed the scales heavily on the Indian side. 


So perverse was the Award that even Radcliffe himself seems to be 
conscious of the injustice he was committing, as is evident trom me 
kilowing passage in his report: ‘‘I am conscious tiat t ere are g 
fitete criticisms to be made of it (boundary line), as o an) o er 
that might be chosen. 1 have hesitated long over tiose not mco 
siderable areas east of the Sutlej river and in the ang e o t e , , 
Sutlej rivers in which Muslim majorities are found. But on t c ’ 

I have come to the conclusion that it would be in the true inte 
Neither State to extend the territories of the West Punja to a s £ 

A e far side of the Sutlej and that there are factors sue as t e . 

s °n of railway communications and water systems that oug t, 
Instance, to displace the primary claims of contiguous majo 


Radcliffe’s unfairness and partiality for Hindu India is also PP 
r °m thp i-ni;_i_ _ f 1 • rr J .... __stations put on tne 


ua the ruling he gave on the different interpretations pu 
f' V< lTlrUi r S ^ 0n>S terms °f reference in regard to Sylhet, name y, 

Tr ° f th <= Referendum in the District of Sylhet resulting m favour 
_l malgamation with Eastern Bengal, the Boundary Comnuss 
' ‘ demarcate the Muslim majority areas of Sylhet District and 
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Mus 


slim nnjority areas of the adjoining Dist r ‘ 
nembers of the Commission tool- «-u 1Ct s°f A 


contiguous 

Hu- Muslim members or me commission took the v [ ASSa m’’ 
Commission hul been given authority to detach from T* that 

r ' ASSai « aivd to 


sarri 

e y con- 


atiaeh to I ast Bengal any Muslim majority areas of any 
that could be described as contiguous to East Bengal, s i nce t u As 
strued the words “the adjoining Districts of Assam’’ as c - 

Districts of Assam that adjoined East Bengal. The Hindu ^ 
held that the Commission’s power of detaching areas fr om A^a* 1 ^ 8 
transferring them to East Bengal was limited to the District ofTlh^ 
and contiguous Muslim majority areas (if any) of other Districts of 
Assam that adjoined Sylhet. Radcliffe upheld the Hindu members’ 
view which severely restricted the scope of reference to the Cornmis 
sion resulting in loss to East Bengal ol the contiguous areas of Muslim 
majority in Assam. 



Lord Mountbatten’s dubious conduct in regard to the announce¬ 
ment of the Boundary Award given by Sir Cyril Radcliffe was inspired 
In his animus against the Muslims and Pakistan. It was, to sav the 
Was», unworthy of a scion of the British aristocracy. Both Campbell- 
Johnson, Mountbatten’s Press Attache, and Leonard Mosley have 
testified that Radcliffe signed the Boundary Award on August 8 and 
submitted it the next day to Lord Mountbatten who, however, did not 
announce it till after Independence Day. It has now come to light 
t tat t k Con u nor ol the Punjab, Sir Evan Jenkins, left behind a sketch- 
map ia\\n ) him on the basis of confidential information communi- 
P yd to him over the secraphone by Sir George Abell, the Viceroy’s 

showed^ r te Se " etar y- before Independence Day. The map 
boundary Vhi" ° lr ° z F' ur ‘ 1 nd Zira on the Pakistan side of the 

member of the CommUs'ion ^ Mr ' M< >hammed Munir, a 
p ublished on Ana ,,.. . L,i|,’, ^HL.jhe Avvar d was subsgg jlfiBfty 

tw o , Musi i n-> mj^—~ V P S Bad j veen awarded to India.. The 

Muslim-majnrit-y -pp—- ^ ^' e . L -. an d were contiguous to oth er 

period^ There are stro n a the intervenin g 

Phat Mountbatten 

-^^eratio^ke ^wj th 

j... “f^en s action in withh!!i.,? eS have not been categorically met. 


dary M Withb °'dh lg ™° l bee “ categorically met. 
quences If .1 . A In<ie P en dence D-, r nnoun cement of the Boun- 

as it should have been ^ ^eThea 6 ! ^ disastrous COnSe ' 
administrative measure-'/ , W ° U ^ have m V ° In< l e P e ndence Day, 
Sikhs ofthe border areas to r. e tlken an d fo/tl ' l P ossible for proper 
ol security. 10v e t° zones of Sa ^ ^ us * inis , Hindus and 

vvith some assurance 


it 

>fev6 5 C 
t e and 


Kfc< 

<he 


If 


P 6 


hiD s( 


_itrP reSS S 

|i9S»> aS 

bold not j 


When 
members ( 
tonfronted 
H. S. Suhi 
sp°nsc 
counter t< 
ifwas a ( 
% to 
>1 th 




ce 


• C 

b 

k rl. 

nt!>i 
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r ADCUFFE S BETRAYAL & SIKHS 


nin P cM -* —*“—- 

'fuS> s»y= “ lf is bet f t0 have enjoy a piece tfTh e 
-oi whivc. it at all . He thought that, mauled and cut-up as 
M "‘ t wJS better for us to enjoy freedom in the areas allocated to 
*c vv0,V ; h 0 ,- under the yoke of slavery in a united India ruled by the 
# 111,111 Sl ^ n( j fhe Qaid was right, a hundred times right, as subsequent 
llltH | UV cuts have, time and again, proven. Anyone who thinks 
t | 1At | ie agreed to Partition in the manner it was carried 
K |hVt he gave up Calcutta without a hard and persistent try, is 
° U J.°mistaken or misguided. The British were so disposed and poised 
Tuhev wanted an excuse to hand over a united India to the Hindu 
ILritv and quit. The Labour Government in Britain, for certain, 
J opposed to Partition because of its bias for the Hindus and also 

because it considered Partition to be detrimental to British interests. 
Until the last, Mr. Attlee’s Government resisted Partition as M . 
Attlee himself testified in his reply to a question put to him by his ti¬ 
mer Press Secretary, Francis Williams, in a TV interview ^ ^ 

U 1959, as follows: “We would have preferred a united In . 
could not get it, though we tried hard . 

When Partition became inevitable and and 

members of the Working Committee o tie u ^ g en g a ] } 

' confronted with a situation created by one o Minister of Bengal. 
,H. S. Suhrawardy, who was at the time c Bengal which ran 

Be sponsored the idea of a united an ,n e P j, istan j Q C ur thinking, 

counter to the Muslim League s notion e> ‘ anC j t g e Hindu Maha- 

p "as a clever trap laid by the wi ) on & rom ising the Muslims of > 

■,sabha to inveigle Suhrawardy into ,1: wit h most of the plums 

•.Bengal the moon coupled with milk an 1 > ^ was called upon 

K office thrown in for good measure, scheme as it 

n the Qaid to desist from sponsonng u ^\\ m cause. Th J reu P°" 
J'ould be a suicidal move and harm obvious that if such 

H dropped the grandiose plan. To ^ constituted a small 

plan were acceded, «Ke Musing fJ^ ymonnl «g, be 

^jority would, after a short perio for historical rea , ^ 

fallowed by the 46 per cent Hindus wh^, ^ backing J 

educationally and economically <- v t ]y through t enl P g 0n y, 

bvould grind down the Muslims hr gent } ^ Mu slimS bu g 

Wribery, then mercilessly, creating nothing 
Economic annihilation and quasi 


P® 




1 Times of India. AP ril 1 


O, i960. 
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. , raw , r< lv was undoubtedly a good organiser and he 
Mr. Suhi< y _ , huildinp of the Muslim 1 . 


• V fi' nt'c'ontributi'on to the building of the Muslim ’/(fid ' e 

3 S ' S t in Bengal. But since he has in his memo,rs, which 1 understand IV ‘e 
ment in bcng . dea l t wlt h Kis project of a united i 


lf,/\ 


" "f of publication, dealt with his project of a united and 
are in COUI sc r _ \\„A tn. r-efer to it acrain to keen t-V.^_ 


• omirse ot puDiicchLi^ia, - 1 . . . wu d nct 

are in coin- r ^ compe Ued to refer to it again to keep the record 

The most significant point which emerges from his writing 
straight, in t> Mr Suhrawardy would have us believe, it was 

0,1 th'oaid-e-Azam’s' knowledge and permission that he conducted 
with Qaia e Sarat Chandra Bose of Bengal. To my know- 

negotiations wt i • rted by anything on record anywhere, 

ledge, this con j 0 f mo st of the All-India Muslim League 

Again, during tic ^ , eSDecially during the lifetime of Mr. 

Working Committee me , P Mr. Suhrawardy, when 

Liaqat Ah Khan and Khwaja INax. , himself b declaring 

criticised by the former did n« o « an / his f riend * 

in public that his negotiations with Sarat Uiancn 
had the blessings of the Qaid-e-Azam. 


,f$V vC 


B 1 " it le 


lid 1 : 

1 




it 1 ! 


to 

<ut to 
/>• 1 
then 

U ed 


IV* 

i » 

riders and ass’ 
tn' fair deal. 

- was even p 
kirown witl 
i 


Mr Suhrawardy is unkind and unfair to the Qaid when he records 
Mr. Minrawaruy R-Mcliffe in advance and nothing 

that “he accepted the verdict ot Radclitte . h posi . 

could be done about it”. This is a strange way of puttingthe Jf 

tion What he means by the words “in advance is iar from c . „„ 

The appointment of Sir Cyril Radcliffe as Chairman ol the Boon y |*» omoU S 1 

Commissions w-as agreed to by both the Congress and the League 

and it was part of the Partition Plan that the Comnnssio 

demarcate the boundaries. The two parties, tbe Congress and 

Muslim League, who had approved the Plan undertook to accep 

findings of the Commissions. Were it not so, the whole i ea ° ^ 

appointment of the Commissions would he reduced to absurdity. 

the case of sharp difference of opinion between the Hindu and Mus ini 

members, it was naturally for the Chairman to give his verdict whic 

had to be accepted by both the parties. What alternative had an 

honourable gentleman like the Qaid but to honour bis undertaking 

to accept the Award? 1 have always said, and will continue to impress, 

that the Qaid was above all else, an honourable gentleman and a clean 

politician. And he had no resnert fh- 1 i-<-;^iTns or 

otherwise. aspect tor unclean men, politicians 


No less < 
%>niscence: 
r* of a Sil 
te meeti n 
K the ; 
i 

Sv 




>th, 
% 

% 

e 

N 


li n a r 
in 
t\v 0 


attitude 6 oTlfsikh wtrstp. "tk llS ° ne «-itated by the suicidal 
Conference which met under Lor i w* r 5°^ during the First Sim a 

talks which preceded the Mountbatte^n 1 °, n june 2 ! 94S, ancl ^ 

are now a part of history. H 0w thev o eclarat 'on of June 3, 1947* 
and how their leaders acted as stooges^ 60 !! the cp eation of Pakistan 
ryhody. The game they were pefsuadetl , Cor ^ess is known to 
Pakistan impossible or to put V®. was to make the 

° rth their absurd demand 
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1 »i 

tikf.v 


i(v 


i; if Pakistan was to be conceded to the Muslim nation 

| 3 Sik h Stat< '. 0 f contiguous areas of Muslim majority. The Sikhs 
dfd* P rinC Lte a majority contiguous area. It must be said, how- 
j!;,„otc° nS , were not alone in the game they were being made to 
MIL th at th^ere some other stooges of the British and Hindus; a 
pV Tl, r'Muslims and some members of Scheduled Caste were also 
[oiffe |“ ve i best to prevent the birth of Pakistan, 
doing t ' ieM 

■ I j ur ing this critical period that the Qaid-e-Azam endeav- 
&j t , was best to persuade the Sikhs to see reason, not to press for a 
Sr te but to join hands with the Muslims and share their good 
“ij fortune. He guaranteed them all the freedom that they wanted 
L assured them a life free from fear of overlordship, a life of peace 
Vrosneritv. But they refused to see reason and accept the han o 
blE which was being offered to them on behalf of the Musi ms. 
With the*approach of Independence, Liaqat Ali Khan had several talks 
with his Cabinet colleague, Baldev Singh. Mr. Jinna met i 
leaders and assured them that if they joined us, they would receive a 
very fair deal. In the later stages, i.e., on the eve of Independence 
he was even prepared to concede to the Sikhs a sma ome , 
their own within the borders of West Pakistan wherein they c ° u 
autonomous in the day-to-day life and administration ol the State. 

No less a person than the Maharajah of :haffmade an 
reminiscences published in 1959 t h at be Q . account 

offer of a SikhState about the time of Mount- 

ofhis meeting with the Qaid-e-Azam at a 'iLliers were in .de by 

batten, the Maharajah says: "Talks started and otfe-w ^ ^ 

%. ]innah for practically everything un e ^ based on the idea ot 

to his plan. There were two aspects-— -onew minus one or two 

Rajasthan and the other one for a Sikh State J ^ acce pt either 

districts in the south. I told Mr. jinna i^d by Mr. Jinnah to 

of his two proposals. Two days later, w.—/ at his residence 
have tea wi’th him. 1 accepted and Ali Khan came 

^ New Delhi. After about hall an hou, Mr^ ^ * those we had 

an d discussions began very muc i unchanged in our vicv\ j 

bvo nights before^ We again the criticism 

^biased observer, therefore, would <g ^ conci |iate the . 

Muslim League did nothing to i i with the stipp c>1 

I . . a 0 mer Sikh leaders, elate^h nof ,. sten to 

Master Tara Singh an Q f the Congress, 

the Hindu and Sikh to llo we - 
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; Quoted in jatnd-n J D 


<„ f 0 r Pakision• 

Ahmad’s Final Phase of StragO - 
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1 *UH l<> 


roa>. n .vml rcli.sol to wo MM" -'" *' «> Ik- obvl,.,,, , () 

minded pci son. n**> would -'>• Dunk with the Mu.. 

nor ilul the' •' slmv1 1 l " i ' i v went to , hl . r , '8 U ' 


nor uni t" 1 , 1 - , i i ii .. . 1 lu 

of open!' declaring 'hat .hoy "ere basically Hindu.: I <|u„n. I„, ' 

report which appeared in the Hindustan li me* ol New Delhi on M " 

s , l947 : “Sikhs are much better organised and much better armed 
than the Muslims, l or some time now they have been preparing for 


lit 

a 

h 






11 Kit l 111' ( . I i * Hjr 

ir Higher British ollicHls <>1 the Punjab Ciovemnient told me that if 
thev have to lace a similar movement Irom the Sikhs, they would have 
four times more trouble. If any such movement began, it would 
develop quickly into communal rioting....” And, before long, 
the movement started by the Sikhs did develop into communal 
riotirm On the eve of Partition, they worked hand in glove with 
the Hindu Congress to yield as little as possible both in territory and 

in assets to Pakistan. 


th e 




I M 








itioh 


,t at' 


Qaid-e-Azam told me: “The Sikhs are not in their senses. By 
their unwise attitude they are applying the axe to their own shins. 
Wait and see what happens after Hindu India and Muslim India 
become two independent nations. The Hindus, once they are com¬ 
fortably settled down, will turn on the Sikhs and it will only be a 
matter of time before they cease to be an important, separate and 
influential community. The Sikhs will then rue the day but it will 
be too late.” 


# mate 

j»t Mou 




10 app°' p 


The Qaid died on September 11 , 1948 . How prophetic were his 
words 1 In the early years of Independence, the Congress-Sikh honey¬ 
moon was just too lovely to describe. But sometime thereafter, 
sprang misunderstanding and suspicion on the part of the Master 
Saheb and bis followers. The Sikh, not too famed in the sub-continent 
for foresight, began to open his eyes wide and use bis brains to app> e 
date what he had let himself in for; how he had, with his own hands, 
axed hi. two legs. But it was too late. The Sikh dream of freedom 
and equality oi opportunity with the Indian 

hPV ^ rp nnxxr ' f . 


It i 
fcimtb 
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® tim 
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nass Th^v am fumau Hindu did not come to 

“ th , eir denW for a se P arate pro bi 

being recognised as the C . ^ econ °m'c interest, with Pun).' 

people on the wrong path at ‘ 1CU , la "g ua g e - Leaders who led thei 
today, loudest in their Drr , f . Cntlca juncture in their history are > 

P teSt a S ai ™ discrimination. 
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mountb ATTe 

N > NEHRU’: 


A 


oj 

a 


s master OR,. ? 

f-T£R the acceptance n r 

by the Muslffi^ I Mountbatten pi r 

,f assets and liabilities bef^ ^ the c ona re ss ft ° "i* r 3 ’. ' 947, 

^^ ' oetween P-»r- & ress » the work of division 

.. Partition Council was ^ and India was undertaken anS 

attempt at strangulating Pakistan w hi^t ', njL,stlce and the deliberate 

tacit support from Lord Mountbm™ w HinduS aimed at ’ received 

legitimate share. In every division f 6 § ot . much les s than our 

share to which she was entitled Th aSSetS ’ lndla S ot more than the 

that Mountbatten’s attitude was theTsnl/ S'j'" certai , r ‘ circles 

to appoint him as the joint Governor-General o^PakinttithlS 

It is often heard that Oaid-e-A™™ „ . 

Mountbatten as the first Governor-General of Pakistan and fall in line 
with the Indian decision to do so. I can categorically state that at 
no time was such a proposal discussed in the Working Committee 
nor was it discussed in conversations with the Qaid’s confidants. 
Knowing the Qaid as we did, it is difficult to believe that he could 
have considered such a proposal. The reasons are as follows: 

(i) We wanted to be separated from India; we wanted to be a 
separate sovereign State. In view ol this glaring tact, how could we 
W accepted a common Governor-General, something unprecedented 
'n history ? What need was there for the Qaid to give an impression 
^ the world that the Partition ol India was just a temporary phase 
[ e ^ s tory of Muslim India and that ere long India and Pakistan jou 
e a g a in united and that Lord Mountbatten was theie to st fJ 6 
co °]ing off” period and to undo the Partition to which he^, 
,n g to his own confession, opposed from the very beginning. 

( \ u been chosen? 

He s l 2 ^ h y, of all persons, should Mountbatten ave ^ heavily 

■Hsed ^ a ^ on g» lack of sympathy for us an 1S ^ ^ an d his 
W. n favour of Pandit Nehru who was a close fne behind 

r °m whom Lord Mountbatten accepte 
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262 . so foolish as to accept Mount. 

d «d *—-* m tacle, ° u "‘ l °' 
batten as Joint o 

against us. ^ d WQul d have acce pted 

/,) Was it possible to imag‘n e General , s first Prime Minister? 
f 3 ' ja,- him as the Goverr u ave refused to 30 m the 

serMce un , . deS i re and ambition, w ° ? ^y ou |d he have declined 

,f thiS " government of India as a Mm tern ^ ^ pjprf 

Illtel T. of Prime Ministership of n ^ wou ld not. If he were 

he not r sought 

m ambitious man m the na row H e was not the average 

office and traded hi her an d his sentiments nobler, 

man in this respect. His aim 

r , -al like Lord Mountbatten 
( 4 ) Under a common between the Congress 

it was inevitable, keeping in mo' ... ave been confronted on almost 
Lid the Muslim League, that he would haveb^ ^ * 

every issue with confhc mg , t h e Pakistan Cabinet another 

Cabinet urging him to actonevi ) f requ ently led to crisis. It is 

an anomalous position w 1C v ^ Mountbatten would have pre- 

obvious which Cabinet s a vice ^ r enera l he would have spent 
ferred. Moreover, as Joint Governo would have 

less time in Karachi than in Delhi. In the latte, ^ ^ 

'TZmZSSZ One can easily imagine that in 

these circumstances Pakistan’s interests w ou t y wouldhwe^een 
iudiced, in fact her very existence as a separate entity follow- 

jeopardised. Even a British writer, Ian Stephens expresses the f II ^ 
ing view: “As early as June some Leaguers had come to sus P eC , 
Lord Mountbatten in his dual role would sub-conscious y or ^ 
wise, load the dice against Pakistan because of the frl ® n<5sh ? . t0 

formed with leading Hindus } Thus, he could not e eX P. , en t 

look after the interests of a country whose very creation was a ^ 

to him. A Britisher as Joint Governor-General would have proje 
the image of one India and ot Pakistan as a British dependency 
would have worked to its serious detriment. 

The events which followed in the wake of the creation ol f 
completely vindicated the choice of the Qaid-e-Azam as 
General. Never was a state brought into being under more un P rt> P rs - t y 
circumstances and never did a people face greater danger and a 
They would have broken down under the well-planned blo^ s 31 


1 Ian Stephens: Pakistan 
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i ■■ 


, u r»' ss 

fr*" 1 . hi. i. 


, ..I,,, Uni ilin. was the Qaid-e-Azam to 
. j (lV i ru iblc r.iitI) f courage and determination. 


i tft 


I heroic example rallied the people and revived 
fill ' d, l,. u , e leading to concerted and dedicated efforts 
collapsi'. and paved the way lor its consoli- 






>n- 


l 11 ust this idle and nonsensical talk 


In 


r |.l« ,-easons given, 1 trust mis m.e am. ui.k 

Ni °" 1 r ernor-Cieneralship being offered to Mountbatten 


aM 1 


he lirrt Goverm* 


w» 


K 


, buried. 


v . p 0 int which demands attention for clearance concerns 
e i limes acceptance ol’ the date of transfer of power on 14th 
1 "".I August, .447. This near date was, in fact, forced upon us. 
n...s' Hobson’s choice. The Qaid and our representatives, Liaqat All 
Khan and Abdur Rab Nishtar at their respective levels, endeavoured 
their utmost to have the date ol transfer delayed. We pleaded that the 
time between June 3 and August 1 £ was too short lor such a transfer 
as it involved many problems, some of them of gigantic proportions, 
which had to be solved before the transfer could be properly effected. 
\ fair and equitable distribution of assets had to be made. The defence 
forces with their armour etc., had to be correctly divided and given 
time to be posted in their respective countries. Besides these, a host 
ol other important matters had to be settled to the satisfaction of both 
successor States. But we were presented by Lord Mountbatten and 
his officers with Just one answer and that was: “Sorry, one of the 
essential points of the Plan is the transfer of power on August 1 g. On 
S ’ diere can be no change of mind ’. 


offi • n at WaS un derlying reason for this stubbornness is not 
V known but one. ran hazard a cli rpu rl mipss I nrd Mountbatten 


Was Cla y known but one can hazard a shrewd guess. Lord Mountbatten 
' vi th\vh ,a f. Ue Wit ^ hidia’s Pandit Nehru. They had planned a campaign 
b v ,^ the y ex pected to win major victories on the Partition front 


by .. “7; ^peccea co win major victories on cne ramuon irum 

M hich m ^ Pa ^ lstan no time to organise herself and her Government 
civil and" ^ t0 assem bled in bits and pieces from the Muslim 
nil itary servants spread all over the sub-continent. 2 


th 

° n the viabilil U P i a r ?PP eared to be in line with G.D. Birla’s writing 


* uie viaKil* —rr^ uluc U1 |IIlc: vvun vj.^. ~ 0 

published^ Pa ^* s ^ ari which was given the widest publicity' and 



some months before June 3, 1947- 


4 »OT\g 

Hf| 1 p'' S . re lHsal y 0 ^ oui ybatt en which convinced us that he could not be Pakistan s fi iend, 
f Sld e of 0ur u n . de the assets of the nineteen Ordnance factories all situated on th 
er> of the Bengal Government’s well-equipped press. 
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the question of Pakistan’s viability wa s 

the thinking on circ l e s. The aim of the Indian Congress 

'diflTerent in British i nnu^^^ ^ immediately after Independence 
was to create as nun ' bringing to an early end the freshly 

as possible as it ' vOU f pakj |’ an The" Indian Government held back 
bom Muslim state o y 1 Reserve Bank of India amounting to 
the assets of Pakistan ^ throttled our newly launched State. 

sr 0^3 r c°ovS^ : 

wordabout^releasing Pakistan’s share of the cash balances. 


c n ~ j | w the exodus, unparalleled in history, 
The mass killings follow ) „ Qn Qur p e0 pj e an d our 

from both countries, also ha a pai a ) g the m0 st inhuman 

Government. Was Birla s prophecy ^ ^ 

weapons of an undeclared wai, wou ld. But they forgot in 

certainly w ished hard and prayed that it would. . J J ^ e _ 

their intoxication, the existence of he aperna^ ^ ^ 

sides over the destiny of mankind. He^td not from 

in her designs—and she did n • /vR a b has not had to 

the terrible crisis foisted upon her and th n ’ k p^istan at 

look back again. The india-Mountbatten plan J* 
its birth and to re-absorb her into India failed dismally. 


I shall end this chapter by narrating an interesting in«dent^wbch 

took place in the summer ot i 9 S ! at London, w en “mother 

team visited England to play a series ot test mateires w team t0 a 

country”. As was customary, the hosts invited g eSen t, 

luncheon soon after its arrival. Prominent cricketers, £* P f the 
along with other dignitaries including the H,gh Comm.ss.one 
Commonwealth countries were also invited to the fun 


At this luncheon, I was seated next to Lord Louis ^ . s 0 n 

at the high table. I needed no introduction to him an ,^P 
glancing at my card he also recollected who 1 was. Alter < ^ a t 

of a few pleasantries, he started talking on the Mushrns^^ ^ the 
Partition time and of the great service he had rendere that he 

creation of their homeland. Amongst other things, ' jvlush 1119 
had helped the Muslims greatly and had it not been ° r ' wa s a 
would have got little or nothing. He went on to say 
sort of persona non grata with the Muslims of Pakistan € had not do" 6 , 
suspected him ot doing injury to their cause, which h ^ sa id, k 
When history is written after tempers have cooled dowi . ^ >v0 u 
would occupy a place which will do his memoiy 10 an^ 

be blessed by Pakistanis ol the coming generations. 
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MOUNTBATTEN, NEHRu’s MASTER OR. ... ? 

quote: “After a hundred years, the Muslims of Pakistan will bless 
n ie and my memory for the service I have rendered them”. Mv 
reply was brief. I said: “Lord Mountbatten, permit me to tell you 
that you are being over-optimistic. We Pakistanis have a legitimate 
grouse against you which the coming generations too will never forget 
or forgive. You have done us grave injury”. 

These words were enough to make him shut up like a clam. Al¬ 
though several courses followed our conversation, not one word was 
further exchanged between us. I considered it immoral on my part 
to remain silent and let Lord Mountbatten, the great Sea Lord, get 
away with what he had said. 


In later years, at the time when Mr. Iskander Mirza was President 
°1 Pakistan, an attempt was made to welcome Mountbatten on our 
s Wes. The National Reconstruction Movement, of which I was an 


attl ' e executive, moved quickly in the matter and, within a week, 
punted such agitation in the city of Karachi and elsewhere that our 
r esu ^ rn J nent to, on a lean pretext, withdraw its invitation. As a 
tmbar ^ ^° unt b a tten did not step on our soil and saved himself 


ate --- vx.vx step _ 

ss ment and our country bloodshed. 


Scanned by CamScanner 







POBE.GN R.WT.ONS AND KASHMIR 





a >c foreign P olic y should not be 
Come lines on Q^' e ' UntU Je gained our independence 

b inappropriate in this D P no licv which was: friendship with 

ve adhered to Muslim Leagt p ^) which was later expanded to 
,11 the Muslim nations o _ ’ tions of the world and want no 


„.l the Muslim nati°ns o jror ^ of the world and want no 

rod: " W fa“",( rl “^P”^„.devel«p e a „»»„ jus. born ,14 
enmity with any ■ As 1 u ot a ff 0 rd the luxury of siding 

countless problems to tackle, we could not a ^ ^ other / The Qaj ^ 

with this power or that noi wi e ^ De0 ple of USA in February, 
observed in his broadcast talk to the people or j 

1948: 

“O ur foreign policy is one of friendliness and goodwill towards all the nations 
of the 3 P We do no. cherish aggressive designs against any country 
or nation. We believe in the principle of honesty and air p ay *" 
and international dealings, and are prepared to make our con 
to the promotion of peace and prosperity among the nations of the world 
Pakistan will never be found lacking in extending its material and mora 
support to the oppressed and suppressed peoples ot the world and in upholding 
the principles of the United Nations Charter 

He did not live long enough to forge this policy and to make it 
strong enough to resist pressures from within and without. For some 
years his policy was pursued and then abandoned in favour of one 
camp because it carried aid, military and civil. These were the years 
commencing 195^ uptil mid-i962, when a change became perceptible. 
Since then, much to the satisfaction of patriots and believers in the 
Qaid s wisdom, our policy has slowly but surely veered round to the 
days of the Qaid and to the first four years after bis demise. We now 
seL ' friendship with nations who are not our enemies, be they 
non-Communist or Communist, and do all we can in trying hard to 
nnnck T 6nemieS t0 like us - So fa r. much to our regret, the res- 
Lir 6 ., 1 S been dlscoura gmg- In fact, hostility and land-grabbing show 
four-son*, COUnt 1 enance at ever y turn compelling us at long last to stand 
q re an<1 meet th e threat and challenge with determination 



266 


Scanned by CamScanner 




s MASTER OR....? 


267 


\nd complete calm. This attitude of the n rPSP ne v> -j 
• nV to the soul of the Father of our notion for I -.m ' eS ^ ent ™ ust g ive 
have acted in similar fashion, had Allah spared him" H T'' H ^ 7 u Uld 
called a halt to Indian designs Indian expansionism in territories' JfTich 
L curs, and to Indian threats. A halt had to be called and the spin* 

, s s reactions ol some ol our past governments had to end and there 
as no better time than the present to say: “Stop your bullying w e 

Inot srand if -* 


more 


j vvas intimately connected with the Kashmir dispute, particularly 
its early stages when I was deputy to Chaudhri Zafrullah Khan 
n it was first brought to the Security Council of the United 
"i n s by India in early January, 1948. This dispute which has so long 
■ ■ ed unresolved due entirely to India’s unreasonableness, is a 
^b'ect every adolescent and adult of our country knows only too 
SU /^Government’s and UN records are bursting at che seams on 
su j,j ect . Besides, several books have been written on the dispute. 

I -ould not be an exaggeration to say that hundreds and thousands 
frlms of paper have been expanded and millions of words uttered 
Id written in our country and elsewhere on this regrettable and 
unendine dispute. So I shall deal with only a few letters written at the 
time to my Governor-General, Qaid-e-Azam, from New York and 
Washington concerning the dispute particularly during the period 
when the situation suddenly, and for no reason, began to assume an 
ugly shape for us in the Security Council. The relevant excerpts 
from my letters of February 7, 1948, March 27, 1948* April 20, 1948 
and May 19, 1948, are reproduced below: 


% dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


New York 
February 7, 1948 


I must pray your forgiveness for my unusually long silence. The 
question of Kashmir has kept us all both worried and busy. By God s 
Mia’^ ^P» we have done very well so lar, and in spite of 

So ^ corit) nued effort to get her own way, she has not succeeded in doing 
Securit y Council adjourned until Monday afternoon and 
to bin? ab Plesident to continue the efforts ol the President of last month 
at the 2 3 Settdement by negotiation between the two parties. We 
ll0tl P r epa] ef ] ^ °[ ^§‘ an Delegation last evening and a draft resolu- 

fr SSed b y almoV 11 Presiderit anf I ^ n p°rteur, based on the opinions ex- 
n Joken, was h, a | mem bers ol the Security Council who have so 
tir rvrr'" nS P^ticularT t0 US ’ usua ^' this Resolution along with the 
S? nigKt ^ r° ht'han Delegation have been cabled to Gov- 
<f?-W Cept ^° r ° ae ° r two m * nor a berations solely for 
P aas wamj Ay., an n> consider the Resolution lair and reasonable. 

g ar declined to accept it because, according to 
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> and allegations untackled. He, however, 

, ft India’s main comply , ft ReSO l u tion to his Government and 

him,lt \ to communicate the air G n Monday morning. The 

undertoo directions. , r®. been postponed until Tuesday, 

ask for . Security Council has, . ate d Zafrullah Khan drew the 

meeting 0 f ni ght’s conference er ’ bo ut to hold a plebiscite 

J«-‘ beb fd Present to the reportt that nd ^ ^ 

3ttentl ° n ? and told him that if »« ch .^ over all settlement. Mr. 
£ jTmore obstacle in the 0f that he would ask his Govern- 

GopaUswami Ayyangar assured he ^ ^ questi ou too was m a way, 

2 t not to proceed with i'« P “ nd discussions are proceeding makes 

,ub judice. The way that neg Yo rk for another two or three 

Z feel that we shall have ‘o be “touting that the matter is of extreme 
weeks at the very least. In »' J shou ld act without delay. At the same 

„ rge ncY and that the Security Cou .. r or t he entire delay. Long and 

time, she is solely and who ', he Counci l on the slightest pretext. 
Se "duteXlightest change from the attitude originally ta en 

up by India. . 

The other evening, we had the■ with the result 

- :r:r izz 

ed to take charge of the kn. J^to shreds. 

Yesterday, Zafrullah Khan tore Abdullah mercilessly 

, am enclosing a letter addressed ,o you by Mr Arnold B^ug^ 
I must give full credit to the Church World Service, Inc., 
and are doing so much for Pakistan relief. 

I trust this letter finds you in the best of health. With regards t 
Miss Jinnah and yourself, ^ yery sin cerel y> 




The above letter was acknowledged on the 1 7th March on e * 
of the Qaid-e-Azam by Mr. S. M. Yusuf, his Private Secretary, 
the remark that the Qaid-e-Azam would be glad if I wrote to ^ 
regularly and kept him informed of the developments in the 
the Kashmir issue and other important matters. 

On the 27th of March, I addressed the Qaid-e-Azam as und 


My dear Qaid-e-Azam: 

The sudden turn of events at Lake Success must have shocked }' oU ; 
In spite of what Attlee told Zafrullah Khan in London, I did not think tM 
the UK would dare to commit such a volte face. She has, however, cm 
it and has managed to talk the USA, France, Canada and Belgium into following 
suit China,* who from the outset pulled in favour of India, served as 
exce ent tool. It is no longer a secret in spite of the earlier deni a 


* Chiang Kai-shek’s China. 
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was 


Britain that the Chinese resolution now before the Security Council 
’ r f aC t sponsored by Britain and approved of by the USA. 

Hppi 

you have been kept fully posted with the day-to-day developments 
ur end. No effort is being spared by Zafrullah Khan to retrieve the 
31 kion. Everything is being done and will be done to secure a fair and 
ust' settlement and any proposals that fall short of it, will, of course, be 

resisted. 

Zafrullah Khan and I feel that at the present critical stage maximum 
re on the UK and USA is necessary. It will undoubtedly help imme- 
P reS blv if you contact the High Commissioner for UK and the US Ambassador 
through them convey to their respective Governments your reactions 
an , ^ reac tion of your Cabinet to the sudden and unwarranted change in 
* ,j an( j a [ so m ake it clear that Pakistan will have nothing to do with a 
P° osal or recommendation that on the face of it is one-sided and out only to 
^°ease India, however wrong her stand may be. I am convinced that threat 
Id blackmail on the part of India gave Attlee cold feet. It is both urgent 
aid necessary therefore that the UK and USA should be advised that we are 
determined not to swallow a pill that they are out to manufacture for us which 
pill, we know, will cause us incalculable and irreparable injury which in 
honesty we do not deserve. Pressure from home will, I am sure, help 
Zafrullah Khan here. 


With kind regards, 


My dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


Very sincerely yours, 
sd/- HASSAN 

April 2o, 1948 


The resolution on Kashmir sponsored by six members of the Security 
Council came up for consideration on Saturday the 17th of April. These 
nations spoke in its support and France followed suit. The meeting was 
speechuf ! 9th. The proceedings commenced with a 

theC ^.^°P a ^ asvvam i Ayyangar. In bis ninety minutes’ address he told 
m ent I*’ t ^) 3t sonie °* causes were wholly unacceptable to his Govern- 
c Hastised for^' 6 ^ tter g neva nce of the fact that Pakistan had not been 
At times he's a 8 a * n-St ^ er friendly neighbour in an unfriendly way”. 

tone and w* ^ oast ^ u ^y °f the prowess of his country. It is clear from 
' ictor y inKash^ 5 / r< ^' a a bsoIutely confident of achieving a military 

^ ee j cs - It seems^l" ^ next ^ evv mont fr s > not within the next few 

l* to move intoV ' S . ^ avernment believes that when the Indian Army 
thatf° r ces wid^h™^’ ** 8° through the territory now occupied 

tak en ^ e S Ua ntiti es 0 p 31 e ease °f a knile cutting butter. It is learnt here 
^ m°o and a^ e ^ 0ns ; ve kicles, ammunition and supplies have been 

4 *u to that theatr- tant ' a ^ ^ ort ‘ on Delia’s mechanised army has also 
b iends aren ffens i V e. \ C n s ^ ort > everything is ready for the launching 
^Sm^^eofir ^ ZAC ^ Kashmir Government and its 


ev en 


Un) e " Cnt Ual| v | ste m such "* ° c °ntenaplated move and preparations have 
facJ aVe to he settle M VanCe ' seems that the Kashmir dispute 

S a Military * n ^ as ^ m ' r and not at Lake Success and that 
> averse, then. ... .__ r .. .. 


■on. 
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•nin that the Chinese resolution now before the Security Council was 
c -r sponsored by Britain and approved of by the USA. 

in f a ° r * 

You have been kept fully posted with the day-to-day developments 
ant \ ]SJo effort is being spared by Zafrullah Khan to retrie 


at our 


end. No effort is oeing spared oy Zafrullah Khan to retrieve the 
Everything is being done and will be done to secure a fair and 
^settlement and any proposals that fall short of it, will, of course, be 

resisted- 

f 11 h Khan and I feel that at the present critical stage maximum 
the UK and USA is necessary. It will undoubtedly help imme- 
pressuie ^ contact the High Commissioner for UK and the US Ambassador 
asurably 1 ) ^ em co nvey to their respective Governments your reactions 
jn(1 b faction of your Cabinet to the sudden and unwarranted change in 
1. 1 C j a [ so m ake it dear that Pakistan will have nothing to do with a 
P ° ' Tor recommendation that on the face of it is one-sided and out only to 
P r0 P , i. u 0 , vev er wrong her stand may be. I am convinced that threat 
Sackntii rr ar, ./india gave Attlee cold feet. „ is both urgent 
“ d nec ,„ m therefore that the UK and USA should be advised that we are 
determined not to swallow a pill that they are out to manufacture for us which 
pill we know, will cause us incalculable and irreparable injury which in 
honesty we do not deserve. Pressure from home will, 1 am sure, help 
Zafrullah Khan here. 


With kind regards, 


My dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


Very sincerely, yours, 
sd/- HASS AN 

April 2o, 1948 


The resolution on Kashmir sponsored by six members of the Security 
Council came up for consideration on Saturday the 17th of April. These 
’ x aat ' oris spoke in its support and France lollowed suit. The meeting was 
* jouined until Monday the 19th. The proceedings commenced with a 
theC k- y .G°P a * aswam ’ Ayyangar. In his ninety minutes’ address he told 
me nt°and ^ S ° me c ^ auses were wholly unacceptable to his Govern- 

chastised a . ^ tter grievance of the fact that Pakistan had not been 

timeshTs a ^ a ' RSt ^ er friendly neighbour in an unfriendly way”. 

his tfm c anVTordsTh tfU i Iy i° f ■ ^ P rowess ot his country. It is clear from 
' lct °ty i n Kash r,S ' s absolutely confident of achieving a military 

j^ks, i t See ^ ^ within the next few months, if not within the next few 

& tf> m°v e int V ' S . ^ overnmer, t believes that w hen the Indian Army 
tintla t ^ Za< ^ P ° r ces witlTl ** W ' d §° ^ irou §^ the territory now occupied 
0 k- C ' Uant '^ es of w- le CaSe °* a ^ n ‘ Pe cutting butter. It is learnt here 


<ar, 

l; n t 0 


UL 

C t0 Kashi 


r, ' e n ip ,v<<slllll ir and a -.. l'P 0118 ’ ve ^‘ c ^ es > ammunition and supplies have been 
‘>f a . ° ved to tW V subs taatial portion n ( .. 


,^t th. 


e atre P ort 'on of India’s mechanised army has also 
0 shoit, everything is ready for the launching 


, _ __ 

c ^ e Azad Kashmir Government and its 

'"tCf^IvV 0 Ste,n such on S , coutem P*at e d move and preparations have 

S 1 'tdia 1; Uve to be T f n ddvanc e ' 

'acc s . e settled in u 1 —... —1- 

lru 'itary rev»>c„ ,f S * m ' r aat ^ rt°t at Lake Success and that 


It seems that the Kashmir dispute 

I'erse b ** aad not at ^ a K e Success and 1 
ei e cannot be any hope of her set 
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to express an opinion, -- ~-j - 

If I may ven i ie entrusted with the whole-time duty of keeping the I 
best men should smoot hly and efficiently. I cannot think of a better 

Azad machine woi ^ spons ible job than Mohamed Ali. My association 

man for this great an ^ | ^ irres i s tible conclusion that he is not only a fine 


I would say that one of 


OUT 


zau . j respo nsible jod uwh ; ^uv.iduon 

tan for this great 1 irres i st ible conclusion that he is not only a fine 

!;rpHndpieTbu° t «***■ 


Wl 

man 


. . Awan?ar, Za.rullah took the floor. His speech 

After Go P alaSWam .^nt^performance. His reasoning was clear, his 
of two hours was a mag [ ed from the earlier speeches of the sponsors 

arguments unassailable. ^ 4 hoW they had suddenly changed their 

of the “final resolution ab(> . tQ make us accept what they them- 

stand and how they were be ^ nfair an d unjust. He made a clear 

selves not long ago consme d amendments to it which, he 

analysis of the resoWt.oo and ubm t e nine nations bef<)r e 

t =~" 

the 7 representatives were unable to 
hardly a consolation for us 


reason. 

tor some 

to hide their discomfiture but that is 


Alter Zafrullah's speeeh tlw^Sy'nan^rept'^j ^ ot ^ r mem bers 
grievance at the manner in wh the Security Council, 

supported by was jus. futile to ask the 

He went on to say that in these thejr views or t0 make concrete 

other members of the Counc • P T he Pres ident immediately 

suggestions for a fair and eqmtab e seHiement. ^ of the other 

replied that it was neit er is and France, to create 

six members, China, Be gium, ^ an > > participation by the 

• -JoHty to tush the re.lut.on th ough^or to £ ^ J^ thlt « h e 

IrrardTbatrbe dLedlndfhlt the Council a, the next meeting consider 
the resolution, clause by clause. 


The Council will meet on Wednesday the J.st >»1 "« dec,<le 
the procedure and act on the decision that will be arrive . 


, doubt if any material change in the . evol ution willI be 
by expressing displeasure and disapproval and by rejectingModification 
yesterday, has almost certainly insured against any ^ her 

to the further detriment of her interest. Weak-kneed g further 

colleagues will not dare to sponsor or accept any change that may 
incur the wrath of India. 


It is indeed a tragedy that justice, honesty and fair-play oC ^ P tta ble 
place in the so-called great organisation of the U N. It is most reg ^ ^ 
that every question, in the final analysis, is judged on the streng 
parties to a dispute and not on the merits of the case that is broug 
it for decision. 


With kind regards, 


Very sincerely your^ 

hassan 
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MV dear Qaid-e. A2am . 

.... The mo 1 e I p 0 j j 

iu conuec with u at Lake Cce^'lr' 0 ™ 1 l’ oliti « and ,he >»°™ 1 ~m. 

national affairs, the Law of the h< T Skater grows my belief that in inter¬ 
equity, ran -play and legality are I "n C ^ olt * s unquestioned sway. Justice 
question or dispute is judged nol, ° w words. Might is right and every 
expediency and power politics, pj ^ *! S nierifs but on the touch-stone of 
and he who gets hold of anvthino ^ a'- ° * S Stron § can g et w h at he wants 
it in spite of the inequity and illeSali^ 'n tr ° ng e,lou g h to keep it, retains 
j s ee the U N at work, the more I arr'° aCt ‘ As 1 ^ ve saic *’ more 
this body to do justice is to expect ** ^ conclusion that reliance on 

m relv on its own strength. It j s ' m P° ss,bIe - Every nation will have 

ro build the structure of our strength n™ ° Pe ’ abs ° ,ute h ess ential for us 
^ i | . f .1 S ^ & sound foundation We have 

*"*« the ii:;r h \r ‘ i,e ,«~«i ^of which 

supports my contention. Take Kashmir, take Palestine. All principles of 
justice and legality were sacrificed a. the altar of expediency and power 
pressure. Take again Czechoslovakia—the U N has not been able to do 
anything so tar because the power behind the Czechs is Russia. Had there 
been a smaller nation in the place of Russia, the outcome of the whole 
matter would have been different....” 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

Uptil this day, my opinion of the United Nations on the political 
side of its activities, has remained unchanged. 

When the Qaid found the tone of my letters bristling with 
despondency and frustration, this is what he wrote from Quetta on the 
14th of June, 1948: 


A" /Jfy- f.f.frj. 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S HOUSE 
KARACHI 

Quetta, 14th June 1948. 


thank 


My dear Hassan, 

I have received your letter dated the 4th of June end 
you for givirg me all the Information. Dont worry 
ebout me. I wa3 somewhat over-worked and naturally had to 
pay th « penalty for It. But let me assure you that there 
13 nothing wrong with me A little rest In Quetta has done 
11)6 8 lot of g 0od . ! am g 0 i ng to Zlarat on the 17th 

- 1 '* I hope to spend about 10 days. I w111 proba 7 

Urn to Karachi before the end of thifl month. 

kt <1 i~\r arxl naturally 

0 1 » I note that you are a bit home s * 

CbU *® you bad to go through such nerve r . 

that yo ur fwnlly 

-a "at Uke Success. Yes, X fr 10 * 
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. .# AS I KNEW HIM 

qaid-e-azam 


Mnn , e to ask Government before the 
i end you propose to 

Is ln Kar? ' , . a to return home Crr consultation 

r this month to permit jo 

end ol family. Personally 

«- hack to the U.S. « w J 

TJZ I« ---»-» ahould * “ y ob3actlon to 

. . rt I do hop* that tha Gov.mmwnt will try a* 

—-'•Trr 

. *ui<, letter. But I think they will 

moment of my writing this letter. 

merer the matter to me before giving you a final reply. 

with best of Wishes from Miss Jl-™ah and mysalf. 

Thar. 1. nothing to worry about, end I would llice you t o cheer 
up . i em confident that —111 come out of all the., problems 
which are facing us successfully, for the simp], re«3on 
our pause Is rltftteous and «. are facing It with honesty and 
fighting for Justice and fairplay. 

Yours sincerely. 


Ls Excellency M.A.H.Ispahanl, 

Embassy of Pakistan, Washington, D.C 




From that day uptil today, notwithstanding the many vicissitu es 
the Kashmir situation has seen, my faith in his words has remaine 
unshaken. I do believe in all earnestness and sincerity that whateve 
the circumstances, the people of Kashmir must and will exercise e 
birthright of deciding whether they will accede to India or to Pa * star 
through a free and unlettered plebiscite. And w hen this happens 
Pakistan’s equitable and just demand, the demand lor self~determ n ^ 
tion which is accepted as a fundamental principle by the Unit 
Nations, will be met. 
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fighting to the last 

A s | have stated elsewhere in these pages the OWl „ a 
A hrf llter.ll, J;r him,e,f 

hc was at work, he would not be worried even by hunger or with 
Ae consideration ol keeping people waiting who were to join him 
at a meal. He worked fanatically and expected the same of others 
He often said that time was running out fast and we had little of 
it to lose. It was anxiety coupled with the tremendous strain of 
hard work particularly in , 946 anti 1947, which shattered his health 
soon alter he moved into the Governor-General's House at Karachi 
enous dlness gripped him in February ,948. When he opened 
estate Bank ,n July ,948, he looked emaciated and verv ill. From 
that day on, h,s health began to fail fast and recovery eluded hi, 
more and more with the passage of each month. ' 

months that he lived aft-r H > . - ? 1 f 11 lt cllcI during the few 
Hindu combine had ! St ^' ,shment of Pakistan. The Anglo- 

and conditions as w g ou?d h P n 1° Pakistin ^h 

from consolidating itself ’ "™?' y Sp , e ' ng ' prevent *e new 

^ces\T rger With under , p , ««ure n Jf n ovr , h ?"■ 

Do,, ,', Thls is evident from rh . i overwhelming circum- 

er ul leaders of the C ' ",’ pe '■ ''pressed by two of the most 

Cen t re emb , er of the ConwITw \'‘ lllabbllai P*el in a letter, 

Sab TV he whole India k '" 8 £° mmittee ^'d, “A strong 

and BaluchS^T r S n Be "§ al and part of ^ 

C ° nie in” e 80 Powerful that th^ }m ? u autonom y under the 

>4 o ^r Nehru n ™ 1 th ? rer| iaming portions will eventuallv 

Paui t S > r d"*e e ° nard Bosley, he'saTd 6 “Th*' , COurSe of * 

< f°' X ; av and S w " yea, ' S t0 °' ' • -The plan for 

\Ve “" ld have p one °° k ,t - if Gandhi had told 

^d thaf ’ fi § bti "S a "d waiting. But we 

ai tition would be temporary, that 
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.■I This "is a challenge to the 
27 , t0 come back to “ d its leader, and both 

, • „„ was bound to Mu sUm nation 

f* S, “ courage d the 
honour anu 

. rc epted it- , „ cripple Pakistan was to over- 

■ r aspect of the P |an d ^ rme nted refugees driven 
The sinister P f up rooted > regular administra- 

whebn it svith i-'J had time even ^^^ners to Lahore 
out of India, befo id . e . A7 am naoved pro blems arising out of the 
tive machinery Y aftention to the gr P losive . The refugees 
t0 give his P e ' re fugees. The sit uation ‘ P handled the critic al 
inflUX °Ld an inflammable niaterl ' d ^ s dom that the refugees were 

represented a v . sion> cour age and to the country where 

from one ot his speecn 

PaldStaniS: C mitv of the task. There is 

“Do not be overwhelmed by t e building themselves up 

many an example in history/ S 0 f character. You are made o 
by sheer determination an should you also not 

sterling material and are ^“/^forefathers? You has. only 
succeed like many others, 1 > ^ ^ a na tion whose history 

to develop the spirit of Mujc 1 • an(J heroism. Live 

is replete with people of wonderful gn, chl of , ory ”. Like a 

up to your traditions and add to it anot ? Deop l e by reminding 

true Momin 1 2 3 the Qaid-e-Azam pu ear ( „ ou r morale. Do 

them of the lesson of Islam as follows: Kee P “P the honou r 

:rpL e i^n 1 n^E^I e retl beTter salmon for a Muslim than 
the death of a martyr for a righteous cause . 

Pari passu with the erfugee situation was the threat ///// 
strangulation with which the Indian Government confronted Pak 

The Qaid-e-Azam had his eyes on every aspect ol the structur ^ 
Pakistan, particularly the vulnerable parts. He was anxiou ^ 
solidate and strengthen the foundations of Pakistan even i * . ^_\^ eS t 

his life. He undertook long and arduous journeys to the 01 

1 Quoted in Leonard Mosley’s The Last Days of the British Raj> 

2 Mujahid: One who fights for the cause of Islam. 

3 Momin: A Muslim who accepts and practices Islam. 




Scanned by CamScanner 



fighting to the last 


275 


Province and Baluchistan and directly contacted the tribes- 
frofl 0 *! hac l already taken a spectacular decision which caught the 
men; ** Q f the people in the border areas. The British had kept 
imag Tforces in the forward areas to control the turbulent tribesmen 
ar Odd ordered withdrawal of the forces in the forward areas and 
The British have gone, it is now your country and state”. 

« s faith in the tribesmen was fully justified. They instinc- 
Th !lv realised that it was now their responsibility to maintain the 
f, '!i r itv and independence of Pakistan. They felt proud to be its 
"Wizens. Their loyalty to the country has stood all trials and they have 
proTed to be a source of strength to it. 

A rather disturbing situation was created in East Pakistan bv the 
appearance of certain unhealthy influences and tendencies. Hindu and 
pro-Hindu propaganda to the effect that East Bengal was the neglected 
step-child and that Urdu, as a single national language, would be 
forced upon it, carried with it highly explosive possibilities. Undaunted 
bv the hazards of the long journey, the Qaid decided to proceed to 
East Pakistan,and stabilise conditions in the Province which was already 
the object of sinister designs from across the border. In the early 
days, air journey between the two wings of Pakistan was not as 
swift and comfortable as it is now. The Qaid travelled in an old 
Dakota whose tiring flight to Dacca took over ten hours. He was a 
true democrat to the depth of his being and his faith in the people was 
unlimited. He tackled even violent agitations by direct approach to 
the people. He addressed vast gatherings and also spoke over the 
Radio, his words touching the deepest chords in the hearts of the 
people of East Pakistan. He asked them not to feel isolated and 
assured them of his deep and abiding concern in their well-being. He 
dealt with the numerous problems laced by East Pakistan and indicated 
how they could be overcome. He succeeded in mollifying inllame 
feelings and turning the people’s attention to constructive effort and 
^tion-buifiling tasks. He stabilised the conditions in East Pakistan an 
feel that it had an honoured place in the future of Pakistan. 

In words which have become classic, the Qaid-e-Azam set , 
exnH and . fact ° rs leading to the establishment of Pakistan an ^ 
^P a| ncd its mission in the world. Speaking at Chittagong on ^ 

fee sent 8 ’ ^ ° bservecl: “ You are onl >' voicin £ n1 ' ' rhaT Pakistan 

should |!' lK ; nts °1 millions of Musalmans when you sa> ‘ Islamic 
socS> bas *d on sure foundations of social m an. 

Sifni WW wblcb em pbasises equality and brot ^ L \^ aS pi r ing hov 
equal 0n ’ ^° u are voicing my thoughts in asking an ‘ f c ontro- 

1 opportunities for all. These targets of progress are 
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. I Pakistan, we struggled for it, 
for we denianclec iritua lly we are free to con- 

verskd in hvsically as 1 a n<l genius. Brotherhood, 

L-dine to our frac tbe baS)C points ol our 


thieved it so tna; rv. n to our trad't.^ » ba9ic points of our 
duct our atta, f ter nity o? man-the- « ^ fo p aUl tin because 
equality and <'' ivi | ia tion. A"d jghB in this sub-continent, 

.adigion, cu ture , r0 f denial of these hui <jf ® enturie s of dual domina- 
there was a dangc ^ [deals becat _ ridden social system.... 

We aspired io< “ u |e,-s and by a - ol Government but 

tion by the f = jme to t hink onl through the horizons 

It is natura ; s capable P d D f our nation, the 

the sooner our m J ibj | itie s ol our . a possible for 

to see the hm tless p - then alone it » P f . , 

bettet f- f P ;tt: e alle the great ideals »f „ nstitu , 

justice! 1 ofequality ^^P^^f^pakistanitnilalso the limitless possibilities 

^gr^S-cture in our State. 

6 , 1 r prl the Qaid-e-Azam 

When his health Had seriously eOtt ^ ^ ^ to perlorm 

came down to Karachi from Z.araagam* nce over health or 

a public duty. To him duty al"ays ^ ^ depend on the 

comfort. He had realised that P mic policies. It seemed 

Reserve Bank oi India tor its fiscal an f facial and economic 

he was anxious to see Pakistan set on the path oi^hnan ^ ^ ^ plal 

independence before death over oo finalised before the 

for setting up the State Bank ol ah ^ Qn ]uly ,, 

scheduled date. Inaugurating th ‘ 1 , •» “ tbe sovereignty 

. 94 *, the Qaid remarked that the Bank s) J ^ .? the 

of our State in the financial sphere . He expressed huma . 

economic system of the West has created insoluble prol wi jl 

nity” and felt that "the adoption ol Western theory and pr. ^ 

not help us in creating a happy and contented people . <( ^ e 

the need for evolving a juster economic system b\ remar 1 b t0 
must work out our destiny according to our ow n way ant P' e ^ , a litv 
the world an economic system based on true Islamic concept o eq u * ^ 
of manhood and social justice. We will thereby be lul ^ 
mission as Muslims and giving to humanity the message o p ^ 
which alone can save it and secure the welfare, happiness and pr -p 
ity ol mankind’’. 

J"' 1*11S 

It appears as if he were prompted by a premonition 
approaching end to perform his last public act designed to streng ^ 
the foundation of Pakistan. The best way for us Pakistanis to cX P^ 
our gratitude to him and honour bis memory is to evolve * 
mic system” and build tbe “ideal social structure’’ he longe 
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• 1 i ™>riously ill -'"‘I weak at ai.vimi, n 

„ „kn tho Q 0 " 1 ", ‘.'H . 

■S*** Wjs officii work. I - , „ ,. ss ,.,| I lo worry 

i^sz£~*rsi Hr= 

2» “ .ES *u*r*££ 


»rt E r:r.w ** 

for recovery, he w< ‘ 1 " more than nil else and Urn h» 
,/» L sovereign Stale e wou |,[ |„- a tragedy «» 

nur pe*'.'"* a critical stage o ou, ^ ^ ^ fo||owing effect: "My 
k* vil J? ^magnitude, he s,nl c< ^ f tcr partition and until early > 94 H 

J PC^- indee V"p ^o wonlil survive the n.any 
l»y, th „ | worried whetliei administered soon alter 

> n ctedand terrible shocks w oe ‘ ' ||ef) t | lr ough and nothing 

ua"P eC , company with her. But P now . Men may 

: c-rKiVSr -.. 

^ and men may g , $ grace, forever . 

m i will go <m, . , 


J"S°° n ’ 7, |ie f in t he homeland which, with Allah’s 

S'-" 1 " * «. I- ~| .. 

‘t wtoi i» *, r--y » r kl > 


v Pakistan l l( wav 

The Qaid was a whole-hogger;^ never gave 
"Whenever you start somctnng, is | n g generation will do 

This is a piece of excellent advice, and ou, gb 

well to be guided by it in hte. 

o 


to be guided oy ^ a 

. , ,• ,i ir t l ie Oaid was about signing 

Earlier I mentioned how pai m ^ on( .' ri |, lltions sent by many 
MonevOrder receipts ol even loin ‘ j ’ . , . : mD |j c it laith in 

of the poor Muslims of India who lovec ,m an 1 valuable energy 
kis leadership. His reason for spending Ins time and ^*0 
"as that he wanted each donor to be proud ol his assistance , ^ 

small, and to know that his leader bad personally **no\ v c ^ 7 

Resides this, it brought out another trait ol chai ac lc i win 1 - 

^grained in him. He was a stickler for the minutest cctaJ . 
owed this in many ways and on many occasions. I sha t( ^ a " 
m ' two after he became the first Governor-General o a istan. 


b< 



om o eVe y° ne ^ novvs > on August 14, 1947, the day I a istan ' * 
per$o nn | a ministrative machinery was severely dislocated. I a 1 ta 
Nu| y , a J (l 0Llr share ol equipment and finances weic he 1 U F 
rn ^ n ar\d f^elhi. We needed everything, from papei to (*■ 
n 4 str «ek | ( ney ' At this time it was considered necessary to have 
4^aUo ^ ocum ents that had to be attested by ^ ovcl11 ' 

SSlni 'hi- 7 s '§ n a Coat of Arms for our country which "‘m 

nat ^ the British and the Indian. On my reaching 


7 
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^ m him for approval. I compiler. . reproduce me designs an ,l 
. them „ ks ov er his signature. This illustrates how meticulous he 
wIsTn matters of small detail. He paid personal attention to the 

smallest deta.il. 


I was asked by the Qaid to have designs made and rush 
; for approval.' I complied I reproduce the designs and 
over his signature. This illustrates how meticulous he 


(Reader 

opposite 


may kindly look at the two sides of the page 
and observe the remarks on the designs over his 
signature) 


I suggested to him to purchase a new car a Cadillac, as the fleet 
left behind by the British was fit for the scrap-heap. He agreed. He 
was so fond of attending to the smallest detail that he even chose the 
colour of the automobile and did not leave it to me to send him a 
black limousine, which colour is normally accepted by heads of states 
and ambassadors. In his letter of 7 th October, 1947. wrote: “As 
regards the colour, I would prefer it to be according to the sample I 
am enclosing herewith”. And the colour was light blue, not black! 

Jq the preceding pages I hive narrated tne incident of Khwaja 
Nazimuddin, a member of the All-India Muslim League Working 
Committee, who suddenly tock ill in Delhi when he was attending a 
meeting of the Working Committee and had to be rushed to hospital. 
The Qaid had appeared to us to be hard-hearted and bereft of human 
feelings. Yet there were times when his reactions belied this impres¬ 
sion. 1 shall cite an incident which occurred in the closing stages of 
his precious life. 

On my return to Washington after visiting him at Ziarat where 
he lay very ill, I wrote to him more than once inquiring about his 
progress. He knew that I was as deeply concerned about his health 
as a member of his family. He knew ol my love, devotion and respect. 
I am sure he also knew only too well that from day to day he was 
growing weaker and weaker and that his life’s journey was rapidly 
drawing to a close. Yet he did not want to depress me. This dis¬ 
closed gentleness and consideration in his character which is not 
commonly found. I wrote to him on August 17, i 94 ®> as ' 




Mv clear Qaid-e-Azam: 

Had it not been for the statement of the Cabinet released two da)S 
ago regarding your health, 1 would not have inflicted a letter upon )° u - 


ago regarding your health, I would not have inflicted a tettei up^' , 
We are told that you propose to return to Karachi by the end of the inon 
is most disquieting. 

nd of September: 


This news 

I beg of you not to return to Karachi before the e. , | U)VV . 

If you find Ziarat too cold, you can move to Quetta. ^ 011 '^^^-orry 
ever, take complete lest and. keep away from work, interviews an< 
ii respective of the immediate or even long-term consequences. 
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G. H. 





(Government House) 
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must rest a nf j TO THE LAST 

have lost th*. a hsci,,. . 

1 s ^i ^t e ° Ver ^ 1 ^ y ^ l ^oS 8a,n the strength ,hat you 

for the nation that y of tell 

years .o conre. cr4«J” tv, vTasT', "*[ » U 

’ •- - priccl ess jewel 7 Head for many, many 


thi 

at the 




. - d, light ;; r -*=£ - - - - -* -* 

ifeToTlatVo^ '^PM, 

,d strong as you sl , ould -ore rest J 


te end ot last month e <las c °nsiderablv i 7 ieie g™P»™caUy, 

and strong as you shout, 

May God Mess and pro , m you ^ 

Very sincerely yours, 

|. | , hassan' 

And be replied on the i st of SentemK- - 
under, giving me hope. u as per photostat copy here- 


fit 


•OVERNOR GENERAL'S HOUSE 
KARACHI 

Camp Quetta. 

1st September 1948, 


My dear Kassan, 

Many thanks for your letter shoeing anxiety for my 

health. 

My return to Karachi is not fixed and you need not 
worry that I will be unwise to hasten ray return. Besides the 
Actors do not allow me to do so. 

Thank you very much for all your concern. There is 


n othl 


to worry, 

Wlt h kind regards, 


Yours sincerely. 


/L'l 




W 




1 


Sa e Ue nc 

*W S% S? 1> ^Pakw Abo1 Ha3san Iaphanl, 

k « t0 the U.S.A., 


>rth West, 
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This letter was the shortest he had ever written to me. It reached 
e , mber 11 two days after his demise. The signature clearly 
showed 'that the Qaid-e-Azam’s strength was failing and his vitality 
was disappearing last. 


Earlier as 1 bade him farewell at Ziarat I witnessed the Qaid in 
one of his rarest moments of emotion though he was considered to be 
a hard-hearted and matter-of-fact man. For the first time did I see 
tears struggling to roll down his emaciated cheeks. They could be 
seen in th? wells of his eyes. I was to return to Karachi and from 
Karachi to fly to my post at Washington. Waving goodbye to me, as 
] was leaving his bedroom door, was the last I saw of him. In the 
verandah, at "the head of the stairs, I met Miss Jinnah, She was weeping 
quietly and emotion did not leave me calm and cool. I went down¬ 
stairs, picked up my suitcase, as 1 was staying at the Qaid s house, bade 
goodbye to Miss Jinnah, and with a heavy heart, left for Quetta. 


Much as l tried to find out what was actually \n rong with my 
leader, I did not succeed. Dr. Elahi Bukhsh, who was the senior 
attending physician, would not tell me. I did not suspect tuberculosis, 
although"he looked a fit subject for this fell disease. I was under the 
impression that it was sheer exhaustion resulting from years oi heavy 
draft on his limited strength, interminable worries and inadequate 
intake of food and definite lack of sleep. However, it was arranged 
before l left Ziarat that if any specialists’ aid was required Irom the 
United States, 1 would be informed in good time and not when it 
was too late. The call came after my return to Washington, but 
before a specialist could board the plane, news came through, within 
twenty hours of receipt ot the SOS from Karachi, that our gr eat 
teacher, our great leader, the supreme commander ol one hundred 
million Muslims of our sub-continent had passed away. 


On the demise of the Qaid-e-Azam, I received at Washington, a 
telegram from my brother, Mirza Ahmad, which condoled the dea 
ot our Great Leader. It was so worded that it did not read as a telegi anl 
from one brother to another on the loss of his friend, but like a telegr^ 
one friend sends to another, condoling the death of his father. 
members ol my family and most of mv friends and acquaintances ’ 
the deep affection and regard 1 had for the Qaid and also ° lor y, 
unflinching devotion to him until his death and to his nw 
thereafter. 

> s tk»' ise 


bhte: I reproduce in appendix a few letters written by me on the Q a ‘‘*' e *j^. c eve* - s,,u * 
which may be of interest, reflecting as they do, my feelings at that time, that i 

remained constant. 


-- 
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A Fateh* TH£ lAS£ 

■ ,t the Embassy f 01 . .1 1 (praver i- ,, 

+ oth da>) Smo u " H ' l Soul) 

Auditorium i n w. ls , i f ervic « wa s l w j\ t !' n er> * CWllum ' 
oU t In lull force. The “ "'"ch the Diplomatic Corps m ™ 

' n> eCtin S' , c proceedings w ° . Us ' also represented. At this 
j Diplomatic Mission read" , soorrV', mp *' tver >' bead of the Muslin, 
At the termination of the pr '* ,V erses ) from the Glorious Koran 

and was followed by one minor!- Fateha was read - a " standing, 

ire s s »lence. 

In closing my file of corresn^ a 

latter half of 1936 and ended on'tlC'^’ commenced from the 

Ambassador to the United States o, a*' ° Se P teraber ; ' 9 , 48 . b as 

obituary on the 1 2 th of September vvrote the fo,lowin g 

1 Z close the final chapter of thU book onM T ' e P rc J d i u . ct ‘ on below > 

r ulls Dook on Mohammed All jinnah, the 

1 Man. 


chaptt 

“PAKISTAN AFFAIRS” 


WASHINGTON 

12th September, 1948 

‘‘From God do ive come and unto God do we return”. 

—Holy Quran 

THE QAID-E-AZAM PASSES AWAY 

Qaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah, creator of Pakistan and its first 
Governor-General, passed away at 10.25 p.m. on Saturday, September 11, 
1948, at Karachi. He had come to Karachi Irom Quetta on the previous 
day against his physicians’ advice and ordered an emergency meeting ol the 
Pakistan Cabinet. 

This tragic event has stunned the whole ol Pakistan. Over half a 
million (about eights per cent of the population of Karachi) turned out to 
w ‘*id his burial ' 

( Father of the Nation lived long enough to see his dream come 

e - I hough he is no more, the nation lives as his everlasting memor 

/ution had full need of him today—ol the guidance and i * s P ,ran °* 

'lea'ih ,dl ' vas the source - But the words he uttered, shortly e 0, t - . 

Well "! U cheer and encourage the nation: Pakistan is rn 

p^ -tab i shed . , Kaye ao fears ^ Men may come and men may go, but 

tan, L- p 11 111 r f * 

; Ciod s grace, will live lorever . 

tx »inp| c a * s ° leh behind his example for his people t() aat ion. 

V, Z * man , vho worked himse |f J 0 death in the cause of .he 

‘ n(| could not overtake him except in the saddle. 

may his soul rlst in peace. 


Z 3 ' 
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So niv story has drawn to an end. I have searched niy memory 
and have gone through the pages of the lecoids I possess, to write this 
book. Mv aim is to assist the generations of Pakistanis who will 
follow us in having a betier understanding of the sterling character 
and fascinating personality of the Father and Founder of Pakistan and 
also to appreciate the glorious role he played in securing for the Mus¬ 
lims of our sub-continent a homeland which both the British and the 
Hindus were loath to give. 

To me, Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a hero fighting for the 
independence of the Muslims of the sub-continent. To me, his words 
on politics had the force of law. To my friend the Raja Saheb of 
Mahmudabad and to myself, a slight hint from him was a command. 
We followed him implicitly as loyal soldiers from the day we both 
swore fealty to him after the first meeting of the All-India Muslim 
League Parliamentary Board at Lahore, which loyalty did not waver 
until the day of his death. We did not, even for once, dream of chang¬ 
ing our loyally. We continue to be loyal to his memory. He was an 
inspiration for us. 1 did not believe that he was capable of taking an 
unwise decision—a decision which would be to the detriment of the 
interests of his brothers and sisters in faith. 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah died on September 11, 1948, in Karachi, 
nice tien, many of his ideals, attitudes and thinkings have been swept 
away to make room for thoughts and loyalties which were foreign to 
his nature. Some remain who still cling to his way of thought and 
action, who cherish his ideals and who want Pakistan to be the State 
he envisaged and even dreamed it to be. Let us Pakistanis pray that, 
sooner t an later, the beautiful day will dawn when we shall see 
J akistan a still greater nation, a land whose people live the life of true 
freedom, equality, justice and happiness, admired by friends and foes 
or the manner in which we conduct our domestic and foreign affairs, 

\\a)s 'eeping on the path of rectitude within and in pursuit of a 
truly independent foreign policy without, working strenuously in 
suppoit o friendship with all and enmity with none’’ (one of the 
Qaid s sayings). These may appear to be ideals, but are nonetheless 
clear highways which lead a nation to greatness. Let us gird up our 
loins and make an earnest effort to gain this superb objective. It is weJJ 
worth the effort. ^ 

And lest we forget I may add that, though physically removed J 
10m us, Mohammed Ali Jinnah still commands the sentiments 
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emotions of the people and his spirit still reigns supreme in the life of 
the country he founded. The people bless his name in their silent 
prayers, for they realise that it was only through his dedicated efforts 
and matchless leadership that they won their cherished freedom and 
today hold their heads high in the comity oi sovereign nations His 
hold on their affections and loyalties is evident from the fact that 
whenever the country is overtaken by a crisis or is faced with a trial, it is 
Jinnah s name, his deeds, his wise words and precepts that are invoked 
to stir the emotions and patriotic zeal of the people and steel their f 
resolve to overcome difficulties and resist evil or aggression. PI 

On no other occasion was the magic spell of Jinnah’s name 
brought out more forcefully than during the war of September 196 c 
f J*. n la f unabashedly launched a sneak attack on the international 
itv a istan ^^^t all canons of international law and moral- 

durinci t-h l + P°^ ms > song b and articles written and speeches made 
fight and LisTr 6 S* t0 St ™ ulate Periotic feelings and will to 
and the h ’ r ah 5 name ’ after the names of Allah > the Prophet 
^te in ° Muslim bistorv > served to rally the people and 

ignty to a 601 ^ ! mincible res °lve to defend their freedom and sovere- 

J^nnah and\ 1Ct h riOUS * en ^’ ^ ever an } attem P t is ma de to denigrate 
their inten ° narne> the wa rmth of the people’s heart and 

e fr°rts. |i ni ^ ^ ense gratitude will rise and drown such miserable 
^fleeted th 4 " a . S tbe P eo ple and for the people because he 
n ° one el i Se , n ^ ment:s an d worked for their freedom and well-being 
ever rr e . 1 ° r bas ^ one since his passing away. He lives and 
c °ntinue to live in their hearts. * ' 

Long li ve Mohammed Ali Jinnah 
Long li ve t [ le p e0 pj e 0 f Pakistan. 
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APPENDIX “A” 


Washington D.C. 
September n, 1948. 


Telegram sent on September n, i 9 4« 

Liaquatali Khan, Prime Minister, Karachi (Pakistan) 


The Father of our Nation is no more. He has left us at a t. me when 
we most need his experience, guidance and inspiration His battle for 
the freedom of Muslims, his selfless sen ice to the people he loved so 
dearly and for svhom he died, should be sources of inspiration to every 
Pakistani and Muslim. Not only did ne lay in his lifetime the firm foun¬ 
dation of a great structure but he was spared long enough to see its 
completion. If is now for his people, in every sphere ol life, to pursue 
his ideals. At this critical hour of our existence, it is essential lor us all 
to work as one man with determination and single purpose to make 
our country what our beloved Qaid-e-Azam wanted it to be. By t 
determination alone and by ceaseless effort to do what our Qaid-e- 
Azam would have done, can we bring peace to his soul. Knovvingjou 
as I do, I am confident you will rise to the expected stature an I 

your experience and training pilot the ship ol our Nation thioug j 

tempestous seas and shoals which have been its lot ever since a 

achieved our independence. 


Hassan bp> ni 
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I l Uc Qaid’s student-days lodgings in London June 1 95S’* 

By Courtesy of Mohtarama Fatima Jmnah 
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“I can assure you that there is nothing greater in this world than 
vour own conscience and, when you appear before God, you can say 
that vou performed your duty with the highest sense of integrity, 
honestv and with lovaltv and faithfulness . 

Address to Civil Officers of Balu¬ 
chistan at Sibi, February 14, i94 8 - 
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Washington D.C. 

aear Brother: September 29, 1948. 

Your letter of September 24, was delivered early this morning. 

You are still worried. You must not be. Qaid-e-Azam has 
keyed the call of Allah and has left his nation to carry on from where 
he has left. Our enemies who have prayed for his death and when it 
came, openly rejoiced and talked freely that with the death of Jinnah 
the whole of Pakistan would break up; that Pakistan would fall like a 
ripe plum into the lap of India; that the Muslims would realize the 
mistake their Leader made in carving out a nation for them, and that 
the “house that Jinnah built” would be razed to the ground after his 
earthly remains were laid to rest, now find, to their great dismay and 
chagrin that they have erred once more. They have found that Pakistan 
has emerged stronger and more determined and united than she was 
when the Qaid-e-Azam was alive. The people who constitute the nation 
came forward with the determination to hold together and to do their 
bit. Owing to the very clever and veiled propaganda of our foes, 
the world, expecting everything to go wrong w hen Jinnah closed his 
eves, was pleasantly surprised when nothing extraordinary happened 
and it was discovered that Pakistan stood like a rock. No, we need not 
worry. Of course, we shall have to w ork for our protection as well. 
Our cause is just; our programme is honest. We have no territorial 
designs and we do not want to rule. Our aim is to live peacefully, 
cevelop our country’s resources, raise the standard of living of our 
masses and balance our present lop-sided economy. Allah has helped us 
all wa y* Without his help Jinnah would not have achieved 

t at he did. He often said to me, “Do not worry. Our cause and 

are just; God is with us .” 


if 

°u r e l ^° forsake the path of our religion and do not lorget 
at0r> NVe shall have, Inshallah, nothing to fear. 

Pakisu " Zindabad. 

M a t Very affectionately yours, 

■^chi/rv* Is P aha ni, Hassan 

ni/ Lhittagona 
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APPENDIX “C” 




Washington D. C. 
September i I94 g 

Ever since hearing the shocking news of the untimely death of our 
beloved Qaid-e-Azam I have made several efforts to write to you but 
on each occasion did not find adequate words to express my sorrow 
You know better than anyone else the respect and Jove 1 had for him. 
You know that 1 always considered him to be like my own father and 
placed at his disposal my loyalty, love and even my life. His demise 
has, believe me Miss Jinnah, left a wound that will never heal. I shall 
remember him all my life and will always pray for the peaceful repose 
of his soul. He has obeyed the call of Allah at a time we needed his 
mature experience, ability, guidance and inspiration. Not only 
Pakistan but also the Muslim and Arab world bitterly mourn his loss. 










My dear Miss Jinnah: 


Immediately on receipt of the distressing cable from Amin, I 
moved heaven and earth to get away to Pakistan one of the top-most 
chest specialists in the United States. 1 I rushed to New York to make 
a personal appeal to Dr. Riggins and to persuade him to leave by last 
Tuesday s direct plane and, in fact, succeeded in doing so. Before 
I met him personally, Dr. Riggins said that it would be impossible 
for him to leave the country before the middle of next week. I was 
actually congratulated on my achievement. But alas, fate decreed that 
even early Tuesday was too late by three days. 


In this hour of your sorrow and the seventy-five million orphans 
of Pakistan, I offer to you my heartfelt condolences and appeal to 
you to be brave and to work unceasingly for the ideals for which he 
lived and died. I am sure he expected this of you and am equally confi¬ 
dent that you will not fail him. 

The third day, a Fatheha ceremony, the first of its kind ever to 
be held in Washington, was held at my residence, the Embassy, 
yesterday morning at 10.30. The members of the staff’, the Muslim 
residents of the city and the Arab and Muslim diplomats turned out m 
full force. There was the recitation of the Holy Koran and the procee 
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in § s » o Un( , ' PI> ENDIX “ c> , - 

ceremony U " P "" ,1 a f\,i , 

‘ ^ "-hich We.hal, beholl . 287 

1 have recei v ' < ,X ” to Muslim/^ t,le Cl >eh| uni 

the United States K, ,.r hea P of te | P „„ ' non -Mu s | ims . 


1 have receiv " ,X ” l '° Muslims ? ' 1c c heh| um 

the United StateT^ * h «*P of te . ^ 

in every town an d cit^!!' "verfhe W™1'" f >‘ only f r 
1 ceremonies and nienJ • the Western , stern hemisphere p ,t ni 

and are still calling o'"* Servic es. Of henils P h ere have halV^T 

g ° n ,11e - C ° UrSe > diplomats h ave tfi 

Once amin i - 


"ave called 

Unce again I n ,., i 

** 1 pi av that C i 

catastrophe with eam'ni • cj gives y 0 i, c fl . 

AMm reSt Peacefully! AmJn. ^ the so ^ of 


Miss Fatima Jinnah, 

Governor General’s House 
Karachi fPakistan; 


Y ° Urs sin cerely and i 

Hassan 


in sorrow 


l!;f« ■’'I' FlrM 

* ‘hat his return to if , , ! . 1 letter to me. In it he tell. 

■ *«a 

Cl " ,l ' ”®t all„ w me to“d om'”W fcT' he say., “th 

' M ':. me "<« » worrv. l'irrl» li'I 


m e not S uJ h n tt* me f ° r COr 

SU , he 'dies that I,- m L f. d ' cl he know at the time li 

P un ?e the wLi C U ° LI C ll0t ,ive ten (la Y s beyond then an 
un oie nation .i_ J 


»ge the wi I nQt ,Ive ten da 

10 e nat,on in deep sorrow. 
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Washington D.C 
October 21, i 94 s 

My dear Miss Jinnah: 

The Eid came and went. It was no Eid for us. We devoted the 
day to meditation and prayer. 

We held the Chehlum Memorial Service last evening. It was an 
impressive religious ceremony and was well attended. Members of 
the Diplomatic Corps were present in good numbers. The President’s 
representative was also present. 

The Qaid-e-Azam has gone to his heavenly home, leaving a void 
in our hearts and souls that will remain unfilled so long as we live. 
While we pray for the peaceful repose of his soul, we shall serve his 
ideals and the State he created for us and for our children with 
redoubled energy, zeal and devotion. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Hassan 

Miss Fatima Jinnah, 

Flagstaff House, 

Karachi (Pakistan) 
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Chaudhrv Khaliquzzaman in his hook Pathway v i- 
trieii 10 explain away his failure to return to the count.-* ° 'ul ' 1 ,1as 
to which he had sworn loyalty in the solemn precincts of its Pl p' 
at Delhi. This explanation is so far-fetched that it has nor ' amcn ^ 
, im fair-minded person. He has even tried to shift the blanTon"^ 
Qaid-e-Azam which is even more unfair and unconvincing To nut 
Ilu . record str.ugh, an,! to dispel wrong impressions created Z 
unjustihable arguments and conclusions, I propose to examine the 
matter in some detail. c 

The episode starts with a statement issued by Mr. Khaliauzzaman 
as a rejoin et to Chaudhri Zafarnllah Khan’s statement onThe mass 
k,l mg O Muslims in India. Chaudhri Zafarullah who was leading the 
akistan Delegation to U N General Assembly was reported to have told 
toss correspondents in New York that the Indian Government had 
done nothing to control the communal disturbances. Asked whether 
e "as authorised by Ins Government to make a formal complaint to 
i, Assembly he said: Not yet, but if the situation is not adequately 

ml ^ , ! nme ? ia ! e y b} ' the D 011 ' 1 '” 011 of India, I am expecting anv 
bofor^ri ° n° the PjklsUn Government to raise the matter 

gnvR u, 6 Nations Assembly, as this situation constitutes a 

Pltnned '“r l ° ^ pe ‘ 1Ce ,. ° l the world - • • • this deliberate and 
Pakistan * 7 mati0n ° f P eo l )le continues unchecked by India, 
Nation*-r • aS f .r eS0rt » must see ^ satisfaction through the United 
direct n * ^ ^ S satisfaction it may have to resort to 

nw re than aSUreS i ’ ^ 1e ^ding Muslims has been going on for 
Evince 1 * n ^ 1e ^ r ° v ' nce °f East Punjab and latterly in the 
at moment * 1 Nat _ un % tlle delegation is very much concerned 
°ur dearest 11 nt i t ^ e happenings in and near our homes, where 

r eS p 0l .p.. nea,es t ones may at any moment be destroyed.... 
"^Ich, so j ,t: ' ° r diis rests entirely on the Government of India 
^ c e it S q U ’ utterly failed to discharge its responsibility or even 
° Ve rnn\ent I ^ V asserte d that the only thing that the Indian 
Sotl hut- c ( on ° so far to control the trouble was “to appeal to 


r ^as 


^ 11 bv_it t] v • ^ cv L ,__ - lx 

qJ Expect non-Muslim sections of the population could 

Vet hrnent:’ s t0 react to these appeals, particularly when the 
" n P°Ece force, in many instances, had abetted and 
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i ;n the extermination of Muslims .” 1 
, , (1 and ever, participated m tire c. 

encounv-u indicat ed tire profound anxiety ant 

This statement undoubtc c f Pakistan regarding th, 

Mrcern*°f the Govertuner* and ^.JP jn £ast Puo j ab an(1 in c 
imned brutal attacks on " Government s responsibilit) 

around Delhi and brought outhehrd^ fi( w contradictth 

in this behalf. Choudhry KM q^ ^ thc following rejoinder 

assertions and pleas oi ^ ‘ 

ont indicating his personal views in 
•‘Sir Zafarullah Khan's 5 Wt«n ^ the p a kfstan Government may be 

regard to the steps which, in his op ^ minority in the Indian Union, 
ultimately obliged to take to savej e Cou ncil's resolution for 

coming soon after the West Pun|. ^ p ' aki5tanj expressed a deep 

imparting militar) r training co-religionists in India, but I 

sympathy of the Pakistan the situation in India 

do not think Sir Zafarullah an v directive from the Pakistan Govern- 

before making the statement without any direct.ve 

ment. 

“That the Muslim minority has suffered and is sufferin serio 

is what has been the attitude of tire Governments concerned dunn th 
short period of their taking office? In my judgment, whatever 
come to pass was neither at the instance of the two Goveramen 
their connivance. Pandit jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister of India, Iras 
frankly stated, in one of his recent statements in connection with the uplreav 
that his Government was taken unawares. W hat \\as true o De i ' a 
of East Punjab also, where for a time, there was no Government worth te 
name, and atrocities were perpetrated without any powerful authority to 
check it. 

“The decision of the British Government, to transfer complete power 
to the two Governments before the Radcliffe Boundary Award, has een 
primarily responsible for what lollowed. When the army was being i'i e^ 
on a communal basis, the British Government, before its statement 
June 3, should have made the division complete or have handed o'er p® 
only when passions, which were bound to be excited by the decision o 
Boundary Commission, had sufficiently subsided. 

of 

“In these circumstances it is not correct to say that the Government^ 
India are responsible for what has happened. Most gruesome things 
happened in spite of them and their efforts. It should be realized y ^ 
Muslims in Pakistan that the whole honour and prestige of the C ° n ^ r ?enf 
Government, as well as the Congress organization, is involved in the p 


1 Quoted in Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman's book Pathway to Pakistan* 
401,402. n 


pages 
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(Title for .he ™»toralio„ of peace in I he country, an,I the Congress Ministry 
Centre and the Mtn.s era m . !„■ provinces are striving hard to shouldj 
oihtous .ask. Above all Mahatma Gandhi is straining every „ er ve to 

- 4 llr. 111 llir lal I l.lf illf - II J . 


sirugg 1 
at the 

mnress upon the people m India hat independence would not be worth 
n thing if the present inhuman and barbarous killing of one community by 
he other docs not immediately end. Who can deny that by his untiring 
,f or t and at risk to his life he restored peace not only in Calcutta, but 
throughout bast and West Bengal. II today, the Congress efforts for the restora¬ 
tion of normal life are not bearing fruit to the extent to which they should 
have, it is because a large sect ion of the people has become anti-Congress 
for its having been a party to the division ol India. Let us hope and pray 
that the Union Government will soon succeed in restoring normal life through¬ 
out the huge country .” 2 


Mr. Khaliquzzaman’s statement, as its tone and tenor show, 
is an attempt to condone the Indian Government’s conduct, defend 
its policies and absolve it of responsibility for the terrible sufferings 
of the Muslim minority in India. It is based on certain assumptions 
which are unjustifiable. He contends that in West Punjab the non- 
Muslim minority had also ‘suffered in such a measure that mass 
emigration has taken place there’. He forgets that mass killings started 
in Last Punjab and Delhi and when blood-stained trains with dead 
Muslim bodies reached West Punjab, there was a natural reaction lead¬ 
ing to reprisals which no Pakistani leader ever condoned or defended. 

e Pakistani authorities, both Central and Provincial, took prompt 
er ,^ ron S measures to quell the disturbances and restore normal 
Pun' w ^ ereas hilling, looting and burning continued in East 
Azam ' A ol: ^ ei P arts °f India. It was the desire of the Qaid-e- 

shouldsta ^ ^ ^ a ^ ,stan * leaders that the non-Muslim minority 
tion of ^ 1,1 ^ a histan. But the Indian leaders insisted on total evacua- 

from Last^p^^h mS ^ l "° m ^ esl P un jab and NWFP and of Muslims 

Either tl^-f^ eac ^ s the calamity that had taken place was 
Van ce and m ^ ance the two Governments nor with their conni- 
? 0 ve rnment C reeiS ^ a ndit Jawaharlal Nehru’s statement that his 
. ar as the p a pj^ aS *" a ^ en unawares. Choudhry Saheb’s remarks, in so 
c n *he Case tan Government is concerned, are correct, but not so 
t^PWnt to th C ? 0vemment of India. Unwittingly he pays a poor 
o\y lead nt j‘ an Government’s sources ol information and to 

Win peo ple a ft e t 1S ^hty to read the mind and intentions of their 
ln ci >ir consem^ 11101 ? tlae s ub-continent had been decided upon 
Cnt w hich t u ^ iS COnnec tion, reference may be made to an 
0ok P^e at the Vicerov’s office in New Delhi on 

1,1 !!%- . W v ' m 

dhr y Khaliquzzaman’s book Pathway to Pakistan, Pages 401-402. 



l0 ^ in 
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KNEW Him 


£_AZAM aS 1 

Q , , partition Council, Lord 

Alter a "’ eet ; n S ^-hru Sardar Patel the Qaid-e- 
AllTh.-a CIO officer trom ^ 

0 , India's records, documentation with him. 

- liroueLt consideia . f - ar and several other 

“TV C.I.O. »'£' a „ e sted in L , h “?' questioned. As a result, the 

Trouble-makers had I hld been close ' y J sikh p | ots afoot to sabotage 

ten,res in the 1 “ l ' 1 ' j ,hat lot only w f re X sfkh leaders were implicated. 
C.I.D. were com m t j iat several of the . j CO pies of leaflets 

the pPn & . number of Sikh was to P blow up the 

He produced let . , t0 sikh Gurudwaras. P . trains proceeding to 

and i^tr-t'O-s/f^siPuniab; anodrer was to attack^^ ^ ^ ^ 

canal system m force Muslim villagers i finally there was a plot 

Pakistan; a third to fo«* » on the way and final y he 

Punjab and,hen ambush-db ^ ^ pQWer in Karachi in the ceie ^ 

to assassinate Mr. J'" before Pakistan Independe Dj ^ 

f. 

warnings of trouble from Jenkins 
out of the way.” 


3Ut or the Nvay. .1I 

,t cannot, therefore, be denied that J and 

Indian Government were not only. t0 discharge 

murderous intentions of the, r people totto* ^ Qrder and 

their elementary responsibility for main m moi itv. It is a fact 

protection of the life and propel ty of a P ff d protection to 

that the Indian police and even the Army did HOtattotdP 
the hapless Muslims in the troublous days of August-Scptem 

Towards the conclusion of his statement, Choudhry Saheb admits 

that ‘the Congress efforts for the restoration of normal de 

bearing fruit to the extent to which they should have , but he > 
diatelv blames it on the division ot India, for he attributed ‘ 
of the Congress efforts to a large section of the people having 
anti-Congress ‘for its having been a party to the division ® tQ 


anti-Congress ‘for its having been a party to the division ° ^ 

This assumption is again contrary to facts and is a feeble a ^ em P ^ 
exonerate the Congress of the blame which attaches to it. d le'c ^ 
been large-scale, savage killing of innocent Muslims in Bi ar ^ 
Garhmukhteswar (UP) in October and November 1946.The 
till then, had not agreed to partition and it held the reins ot ^° ve j n t j ieS g 
in both these provinces. Congressmen themselves were behin. ^0 
riots and some of them actually participated in them. Sardai a ^ 
iron-man of the Congress, in his speech at the Meerut Session 
Congress in November, 1946, had sarcastically asked the *V u -^ 
to examine the ‘balance-sheet’ of casualties and threatened them 
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ilie 


rc j will fe met with the sword 


r i the sword! What effect such utterances had on the iLt -,™ 


•® r ; j ie sword i vvikw cncti !»ueu utterances had on tho n;» i V*' 

t l,e in ^r d - " CllOUd . h f 7 &h . eb ’ s contentions were accepted 

t would have to he recognised that the division of India, to whS 
Indian leaders had consented, provided the Hindus with a just cause 
‘ f a || on the Muslims and exterminate them. As a matter of fact the 
Congress at that time was a very powerful organisation, commanding 
me allegiance and support ot a vast majority ol Hindus and if its leaders 
had made serious efforts, backed bv their own Government which 
certainly had far greater resources than the Pakistan Government, 
they would have succeeded in bringing the situation quickly under 
trol and preventing bloodshed and genocide of the Muslim minority 


con 


It is, therefore, obvious that Choudhry Saheb’s statement was 
no service to his unfortunate co-religionists in India whose leader he 
claimed to be, while it had the effect of hampering Pakistan’s efforts 
to expose ill-treatment of India’s Muslim minority in the world 
abroad and securing some relief for the Muslims in their sufferings. 
With evident satisfaction Choudhry Saheb claims that his ‘statement 
was very well received in India as it ought to have been,’ and further, 
the people gave it welcome which exceeded my expectations’. This 
is quite understandable. If Choudhry Saheb’s statement was very well 
received and widely welcomed in India it was because he, as a Muslim 
eader, had given a clean certificate to the Indian Government and the 
ongress leaders and had, by implication, questioned Pakistan’s 
IndT^ t0 , erisure protection and relief to the Muslim minority in 
the^b aCt> Choudh, T Saheb’s statement, read as a whole against 
m ac ground ol the conditions then prevailing, amounts to an 
ni pt to injure Pakistan’s image abroad. 


pi ji 

came to P p ^ ^ abe ^ then mentions the circumstances in which he 
met him 4 * Stan * Sa ) s * le was s ent for by Mr. Gandhi and when he 
‘very cordMM 6 ^ ° n September 30, Mr. Gandhi ‘embraced’ him 
‘wouH a ^ ' According to Choudhry Saheb, Mr. Gandhi said that 
must™** n ° VV ^ le Mussalmans to crawl on the streets in India. 
>^ ari dhiji v-l^. w ‘ fc h s df-respect.’ On this Choudhry Saheb said, 
dU( hbl e * IS I s Ver y heartening. How can I he of any service in this 
K SindhiHini And Mr ' Gandhi’s reply was, ‘If you could persuade 
Chou k n0t t0 run awa y from Sind, my task in India would 

f 0r h Mr. jinn.b ^ Saheb P lea ded that he had had no communication 
ThV^^ork T °n hls P art y ^nce they left India for Pakistan, but 
^stranJT have to contact them and find out their views . 

n § e plea. Surely the views and policy of the Qaid-e-A/am 
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, Muslim I <-.a (! iU' 1 1 .<<I» rs on ll.is <|iu:»llo., wir „m unknown 

.... v Klalinu/./,mi.m. Hu haxl nol been wparat.-.l I'rom hi. 

to Cnouoniy i . T1 nalfl.n.A 7 !ii« 1 a wl 


to ( houoniy , a , . ‘ 

nrttwliilu colleague. Im y«-.u s. I he Qai.l-.-Azam had repeaudl 
siressed thal the non-Muslim minority »hou ,1 stay in l-akisian and I,a 
‘ ii, „r ill*. I'nlU-sl prnlt clion nn<l had backed bis assurances wit 

assured it‘>i im hi, | . .1 _l_...«• , 


y 

at I 

it h 


nositive action. In Siml there had been no disturbances of the kind 
lhal had taken place in hast and West I'unjab. In Karachi, there was 


tnai nau UINWI r w , I , . , . , . r 

only one disturbance which was brought under control within a few 

hours whereas in Delhi, the killing ol Muslims had gone on lor days 

at ■ I a II a A. ! Lin I a r . y > Ir 4* L 4 . . . L. I 


tooether Choudhry Saheh hiinscll states in his book that when he met 
Mr. Khuhro, the Premier of Sind, the latter ‘expressed great resent¬ 


ment against the Congress President Acharya Kirpalani for not pulling 
his weight in dissuading the Sindhi Hindus from leaving Pakistan, 
although he (Khuhro) was doing everything possible to assure them of 
the safety of their lives and security of their property with the lull 
knowledge and sanction of Mr. Jinnah’. The Government of Pakistan 
even allowed the Indian High Commissioner, Mr. Sri Prakasa, to pro¬ 
ceed to Larkana in Sind accompanied by Mr. Khuhro, to persuade 
Sindhi Hindus not to migrate to India but, as Chaudhry Saheb says, 
‘the attempt did not succeed.’ 


It passes one’s comprehension as to why Mr. Gandhi charged 
Choudhry Khaliquzzaman with the task of persuading Sindhi Hindus 
to stay in Pakistan. Choudhry Saheb ought to have asked Mr. Gandhi 
to assign this function to Acharya Kirpalani who, being a Sindhi Hindu, 
was the right person to use his influence with the Hindus ot Sine not 
to leave their homes. The fact is that Acharya Kirpalani was exerting 
his influence in the opposite direction. He was persuading the I in u 
traders and bankers to migrate to India in the hope that the vacuum 
thus created would ruin Pakistan’s economy beyond repair. 
remarked in one of his speeches, ‘A strong, economically success u 
India can win back the seceding children to its lap. The f reedo ™ ' v 
have achieved cannot be complete without the unity oi India. 

However, Choudhry Khaliquzzaman arrived in Karachi on 
2, 1947, with bag, baggage and family as an emissary from Mr. 


ostensibly with the object of preaching the virtues ot peace. 
an interview with the Qaid-e-Azam on October £, and is 
of the interview, reproduced below makes strange leading. 


“Mr. Jinnah came with my rejoinder to Sir Zafrullah Khan s ^^ ast 
in his hand and read it to me, expressing surprise that it had been 


.. a her Neighb° urS 

Quoted in Selig S. Harrison’s article ‘Troubled India and n 
published in the magazine. Foreign AfTairs dated January, 
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India for three days. I reminded him that it was the statement of the 
from l° hc opposition in the Indian Constituent Assembly and India had 
Lead- o in)portanC e to it. Thereupon lie said, ‘It has hurt us verv much ■ ’ 

\hint how anything said by a Muslim citizen of India could bind down 
l r ernment of Pakistan or have any eflect on it. Nevertheless as he was 
t,ie G ° fed with my answer, I said 1 would not go back to India but would 
djssatis i ation> to enable someone else who might have his confidence 

send'n y | j serve t he Indian Muslims.” 

to repL3Ct iu^ 

Choudhry Sstheb adds that Aftei I came back to nty house I 
bed my heart to ^ ,lovv 1 ilac * clone an > r ^arm to Pa ^istan or its 
^^leby my rejoinder as I knew that Pakistan was as keen to see peace 
P^uiet rest ored in the sub-continent as were Gandhiji and Jawahar- 
h ’^Enough has been said before to show how Choudhry Saheb’s 
statement not only hurt Pakistan and the Muslim minority in India 
but also helped India in its virulent campaign to malign Pakistan and 
to present a respectable picture ol itselt to the world. But the strangest 
part of Choudhry Saheb’s remarks is his attempt to shift the blame on 
the Qaid-e-Azam for his refusal to go back to India. Of course, his 
statement could not bind down the Government of Pakistan but that 
is beside the point. His statement, however, had certainly hurt Pakistan, 
its people and Government lor reasons which have already been set out 
in detail. His argument that he ‘would not go back to India but would 
send in his resignation to enable someone else who might have his 
(Qaid’s) confidence to replace me and serve the Indian Muslims’ beats 
all reason and logic. If the Qaid had expressed an unfavourable opinion 
about a particular statement of his, that did not furnish Choudhry 
Saheb with an excuse not to return to the country to which he had 
sworn allegiance only a few days earlier and to turn his back on his 
co-religionists whom he represented in the Indian Parliament out of 
p . own will, as he has himself stated in his book. India and 
ther^ 11 come * nto being as two separate, independent states, 

c onfid C ° U n ° c P lest ‘ on someone enjoying the Qaid-e-Azam’s 
India^IM• e ^ ecte( ^ as leader ot the Muslim League Party in the 
w °uld r lanaenti ^ ven d were possible, the Government of India 
l^possible^ to ^ eratec l It and the file of such a leader would be 
°r make h ^1* ^ 0r ^ ^ le Q a ld-e-Azam ever express such a wish 
tl^nk of a a e mand. In his own interest, Choudhry Saheb should 
In ^h, so thaTn? < ? onvmcin g explanation for his failure to return to 
storian may take a lenient view ot it. 

^ Cc ordi 

:Sed that^ 0 h L S ° wn tes tlniony, Choudhry Khaliquzzaman had 
san - Sill(J bi Hinrl possible was being done to ensure the safety 

Mr T; US k | fe aiK l property ‘with the full knowledge and 
^ iet r estored nnah i that ‘ Pa kistan was as keen to see peace 
ln the sub-continent as Gandhiji and Jawaharlal.’ 
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a . cour se for Chaudhry Saheb, therefore, would have been to 
TheproP c his ^ duty in j n< lia and to have prevailed upon Mr. 

r'nclhi and other Congress leaders (of whom he speaks in warm terms) 
to redouble their efforts for the protection ol minorities as Pakistan 
was doing. Choudhry Saheb recalls the advice given by the Qaid-e- 
Azam, on July 6, 1947, to the Muslims remaining in India that ‘the 
minorities should be loyal to the State to which they belong.’ It was a 
perfectly sound and unexceptionable advice andChaudhry Saheb admits 
that he‘took it seriously to heart’. He further states that he had travelled 
from Lucknow, leaving his wife seriously ill, in order to be present to 
welcome the Independence ol India.’ On the night of August 14-1 £ he 
spoke after Pandit Nehru, expressing sentiments of loyalty to the 
Indian Union. He recalls with evident pride that ‘Jawaharlal came 
direct to me and embraced me heartily for the sentiments I had express¬ 
ed.’ Surely the sentiments which Choudhry Saheb had expressed on 
such a solemn occasion should not have been cast aside even ii he felt 
that the reception accorded to him in Pakistan was not to his liking. 

I may here recall the example of the late Nawab Mohammed Ismail 
Khan who belonged to the same province as Choudhry Saheb. Nawab 
Saheb voluntarily chose to remain in India and stuck it out throughout 
his life without uttering a word of complaint. He retained the respect 
in which he was held both in India and Pakistan. 

Towards the end of his book, Choudhry Khaliquzzaman graciously 
concedes that ‘a strong and living Pakistan’ is ‘evidence enough of his 
(the Qaid’s) solid achievement’ and ‘the title of Qaid-e-Azam conferred 
on him by the people’ is ‘a merited tribute to commemorate him , 
and further, ‘that Mr. Jinnah was a great man no one can doubt and 
when he took up the Pakistan cause he never swerved from it. h ut 
in the next breath he nullifies these eulogies by reproducing a sentence 
from Sardar Patel’s speech which is quoted in an Urdu book ol his ton • 
Translated into English, the sentence reads: ‘The man who g° 
Pakistan established belonged to this city. Thank God he has left an^ 
we are very happy.’ The tact that Choudhry Saheb thought fit to en^ 
his book with this quotation shows that he evidently regards him s <^ 
as the creator of Pakistan. It is another matter, though perhaps it is 0 
concern to Choudhry Saheb, that tne Pakistan nation and every know 
ledgeable man in the other parts of the world hails Qaid-e-Azan^ 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah ol hallowed memory, as the Founding Fa 
of Pakistan. 
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(In the High Court of West P 

( ‘" thc Chief Cou'T’o,^.^ Bench ’ K -«hi) 
Original Civil , S ‘ n<l > 

j cun Mi sc A ;i J ; risdi «-.on. 

Mr. Mahmud lllahi, sonofMr K . ’ 3 of ’949. 

rears, merchant, residing at No. ", adult, aged ,, 

McLeod Road, Karachi.’ nd Floor Mohatta Building, 

. Petitioner. 

Versus. 




1. 

2 . 


The Dawn Trust. 

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Chotani. 


} > 




On Court Fee Stamp of 

Rs. H 77 / 8 /- (R^ees One thousand one hundred and seventy 
seven and annas eight only). " 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME I, 
MOHAMMED A LI JINN AH Muslim, Inhabitant at present residing at 
10, Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi SEND GREETINGS: WHEREAS 
the Muslim community in India being backward in education and other 
social matters and public life, certain Muslim Philanthropists of India 
decided to provide the Muslim public with good newspapers by dissemi¬ 
nation of news and ventilation of opinion on all matters of public interest 
t° them AND WHEREAS in pursuance of the said desire several Muslim 
hilanthropists contributed large sums for starting newspapers with the 
y Ejects AND WHEREAS the amount of such contributions in my 
|pTr S u P t0 date comes to Rs. 1,57,000/- which 1 hold in trust for the 
lit f Q JSe start ' n g such newspapers in English and Urdu as I may deem 
cliss eni [|J 0 '.^ c Muslim public of India with good newspapers by 
^1 matted 10 ? news an( l b y ventilation of educated public opinion on 

^ IW o L , UC f'° na ^ s °cial or otherwise affecting them AND WHERE- 
and : t ; ° ^ le sa 'd funds purchased printing machinery, stock of 
runnina <- macllines ancl tools required for running newspapers 
4 ' n gHsh lang u ?'° Muslim news papers one known as DAWN 
gU ^ e AND wtnn d the other known as “MANSHOOR” in Urdu 

U .AS the said papers are providing the Muslim 





HI 


*; |i' f' *: i 
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QAlD‘ fc '' 

PT' , iht i,v> the opinion upon all maiu-rs allotting 

, i, news and vantil“''s e( | lK ato.l public opinion amongrt 

public with al j spreading, j of the printing press, machi- 

the Mf' 1 " 1 Whereas I »■" ?•*;'P° the said newspapers “DAWN” an,I 
them Mother assets belonging ^ /-/- (Rupees twenty two 

neryandct" ,, d a sun , o * f , Muslim public of India 

" MAN Sur Irundi-ed and S^^Uing a formal declaration of 
thousand now des assets of the said newspapers 

aND WHEREAS^^ sakl naachmery and^set^ ^ ^ ^ 

trust m iesp ,. Mans | 10 or” incluibn * KNOWY E AND THESE 

anevs held by me in trust as. Dec l a re that the printing press, 

PRESENTS WITNESS and I do j other outst anclings and assets or 

plants, machinery, stock of pap of Delhi and the sum of 

fhe said two papers Dawn nd follr hundred and fifty) now 

Rs. 12,4W- ( Ru Pf eS l ' Ve ‘ y on Trusts for the purpose of providing the 
with me are held by me upon dissemination of news and 

Muslim public with g ood " e ‘ on a ll matters of public interest 
giving them educated Muslim op property and I have no 

and thereby further declare they are V qjj ^ ^ , am 

proprietary interests therwnJ ^ ^ and assets with absolute 

the Sole Mutavalli (Tiustc ) . an d profits derived from 

rr: rxTinS! it b e ^ i ^ 

following charitable purposes: 

For the maintenance of the said new'spapers^jnw efficient 
condition and manner and also toi t t, P 

improvement of the said newspapers. 

For providing well equipped and modern Press lor 
newspapers. . ^ 

For establishing other organs and press and N eAVS ^T^blic 
other parts of India for providing organs ot educa c p 

opinion. faith in 

(d) For giving education to suitable young men ol Muslim a 
the art of Newspaper work, journalism and caitoons.^ ^ 

(e) For purchasing immovable property lor housing 

newspapers, and t ^ e 

(J) Generally for such objects of General public ^^£ or the 
trustee or trustees for the time being may thin 
benefit of the Muslim community ol India. 

oWer ("O 

AND THESE PRESENTS FURTHER WITNESS that I will h^^P^j vV ill 
nominate my successor or successors and he or they so nm ^ arv0 the 
be the Mutavalli or Mutavallis in my place and stead and lc 


(?) 


w 

( c ) 


Scanned by CamScanner 



301 


*.* 


. N 1) I \ 




power to change the •, 

tiiolit or appoj®, aicl nominees or successors and make fresh appoint- 
lated shall l" ,S ’ an( * neil ber 1 nor the Muttavalli or Mutavallis so 


itomm.iuMi shall | lav 

transfer the same cxc \ P °' Ver to soll > mortgage or in any other way 
newspapers anc j a || Ct Pt as may he necessary for the purpose of the said 
hands of the Mtitavan^'n ,f'° n § iri g to the said papers and funds in the 


^ | | ^ ^ ||* 1 O ' — '•**■»» “«■ VI ill ■ VI » U * IViU 111 1,1 1^, 

the purpose of tho i* Sl * lP ^ >c deposited in banks and utilised for 

papers and for the objects mentioned above. 


The Trustee or Trustees sh.n i 

«... k.. i . b i>nall have power to appoint any agent or 


-.gents by giving hi m or th™, T p0wer to a PP oint an y a § ent 01 
^ *" UTl special or general power of attorney. 


IN WITNESS PHEREOF I the said Mohammed Ali Jinnah have 
hereunto set my hand and seal at Delhi aforesaid this 18 th day of Novem¬ 
ber One t tousand nine hundred and Forty six. 


SIGNED sealed and delivered 

by the within named Sd/- M.A. Jinnah, 

MOHAMMED ALI JINNAH 18.11.46. 

in the presence ol 

Sd/- Wahiduddin Ahmad, 

Advocate, 


-i Sd/- Mahmood Hasan, 
General Manager, 
Dawn, & Manshoor. 


Presented by Mr. Mohammed Ali Jinnah, M.L.A. of No. 10, 
lurangzeb Road,' New Delhi, at his above mentioned residence as a 
Special Case by permission of the Registrar Delhi, this 19th day of 
November, 1946 between the hours of 3 & 4 P- m - 


M. A. Jinnah. 


Sd/- Aziz Ahmad Khan, 
Sub- Registrar, Delhi. 


, Execution admitted by the said Mr. Mohd. Alt Jinnah who is 
to me personally, corrections are initialled. 



• Jinnah. 




Sd/- Aziz Ahmad, 

Sub-Registrar, Delhi. 


Seal of the Sub- 
Registrar of Delhi. 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


Registered as No. 639 in book No. 4, Volume No. 280, on page 
232 to 242 this 25- days of November, 1946. 

Compared. Sd/- Aziz Ahmad, 

S. M. Hanif. R.C. Sub-Registrar Delhi. 

True copy. 

Sd/- Wahiduddin Ahmed. 

Certified to be true copy of a true copy. 

Sd/- Superintendent. 
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